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Town Springfield

Address 19 Bliss St*«rb

"Historic Name wCA Boarding House

Use: Original Boarding house

Present Boarding house

Ownership: « Private individual
Private organization

Springfield Rescue Mission

Public
Original owner Vénen' s Christian
Associ ation

DESCRI PTI O\
Date 1884

Source Springfield Daily Republican
Styl e Eastlake/ Queen Anne
Architect  Unknown
Exterior wall fabric RHPI C
Qut bui I di ngs nnnp

Maj or alterations (with dates)

Upper stories of wooden porch renoved
in 1950's
Moved No Dat e

Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre

Setting M xed use area; comrercial
hiiildings t ot heeast, garage across the

street, open lots and small church t owest.

Determned eligiblLe by the Secretary of
Interior

sheets here)
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(R TER A STATEMENT

The KCA Boarding House possesses integirty of Location, design, setting,materials,
and workmanship. It is significant for its strong associations with social/
humanitarian groups in the city - first the Women's Christian Association for
which it was built, and since 1962, the Springfield Rescue Mission. Additionally,
it is a fine Local example of the Queen Anne style. It meets criteria ASC

of the National Register of Historic PLaces.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This- is a good example, and one of the very few remaining examples, of late

19th century residential boarding houses in the downtown. The brick building

is characteristic of the period. Three stories in height, the design includes
corbelled brick piers and a patterned brick comice on the facade. The most
interesting feature is the wooden one-story porch, which is of Eastlake-type
turned wood supports and bracing. There were two additional levels to the porch
which were removed in the 1950's. The overall simplicity of massing and
materials reflects the more restrained design of residential/social institutions,
when Goitpared to period commercial and industrial structures.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (explain the role ommas played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This three-story brick boarding house was built by the Women's Christian
Association, predecessor organization to the Y.W.C.A. The building was con-
structed in 1884 to house 35 boarders as part of the WCA's program to provide

a Christian environment for young women. This need corresponded directly to
the city's growing demand for a work force to service customers, etc. in the
ejcpanding commercial climate of the downtown. Young women came to the city from
surrounding communities and created a great need for good housing and social
environments.

The WCA's history dates back to its founding in 1875, but it became active in
1878. Its objective was to provide room and board at reasonable rates for
respectable working girls. 1t strove to provide the comforts of a refined

home and Christian influence. The WCAbegan with a boarding house in the Shaw
Block on Vernon Street, then moved to a larger Vernon Street block, built by
D.L. Swan. The Bliss Street building of 1884 sij*iplemented the earlier

blocks and was rm by Miss A.L. Barnes as superintendent. The WCA in the 1890's
purchased the Sanderson House on Court Street as a household exchange and "noon
rest" place for working girls, and later diversified into other humanitarian
work, such as day nurseiry, lectures and classes for women.

When the new Howard Street building was completed in 1910,(j?131) the Bliss Street
boarding house was sold for use as a private boarding house. In 1962, it was
acquired by the Springfield Rescue Mission, another charitable social organi-
zation, and is now the sole remaining property associated with this group.

The Springfield Rescue Mission was foimded in 1892 by Julius L. Cummings, a »
Salvation Army Captain, who had been urged by local businessmen to set up a
private mission in the city.. The Mission's purpose was to give "shelter,
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Fam No:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CO”SSION Springfield 129
Office of the Secretary, Bogton
Property Name: WCA Boarding House

Indicate each item on inventory foim v”ich is being continued beow.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

home, friends, bread and work" to local men. At first, quarters were rented

in a building on Sanford Street. A new Mission was built on Court Street
several years later, only to be acquired by the City for Court Square Extension.
The structure at 68 Court Street was built for the Mission, but the public
complained that this was not an appropriate use for such a prominent Court
Square location. The Mission moved in 1910 to its own building on Willow
Street at Cross Street (demolished, 1981), which was regarded as "one of the
finest missions devoted to such work in the country".

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



*NATIONAL

JnH«d StatM
4atioaat Park tarhoa

WCA Boarding House (Downtown Springfield MRA)
Hampden County
MASSACHUSETTS

REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET

Working Nb. AA>y~"r-~AyAnrAn
Fad. Rag. Data-_" -
Date Dum- /yZfyf~ - [~-[A-~yl A
Action: ACCEPT
r««ubmi«sion ANANETIIRM [ N-[ANA
nomination by parson or local govarnmant REJECT
ownar objaction Fadarai Agancy:
appaal
Substantiva Raviaw: sample request i appeal NR decision
Reviawar's commants:
Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipiine__
Data.
aaa continuation sheet
eNomination raturnad for: _Z. technical corrections cited beiow
Lsubstantive reasons discussad balow
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
7. Description

HW>«iii»|l

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity

alteration 8/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significanca

intmm.

summary paragraph
completeness
Clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of Integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other
9. ilajor Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

HtWW>»»< tH Ma piopiiij 111 9m nmmm H:

alai* loc.

13. Other

Maps
." Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed — - AptANA_] natP YANTANA AN A

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on sn sttached sheet

202

272 - 3504



NPS Fonn 10-900-a
(7<<d»

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Iltem number

Name

Sate M

Nom nat i on/ Type of Revi ew

IPqiillliiPIIPHI
Tor HPS UM only 1

received

date entered
Page jlj.i

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Graup

Downtown Springfi RIH MnlIfiplp Rpsniirrp Arpa

Date/ S gnat ure

. Entered Intlie AN
*41. Col onial Bl ock M +iov.gi RMtigter Weper
n -. Attest
Entered Tnf &«
- 42. McKinney Building National Register "Tteeper
. At t est
Entered I n W9
A43. Bangs Bl ock National Eeglator  “Keeper A AL _AAAA A 7.
Attest
A4, Burbach Block Enferef Tn We rkeeper CA4JA-N-N-[NNAPNAN VA>A|y
Nat i onal Eegi ster
Attest
45. Aprenmont Triangle Historic . . Keeper '
oo lubstziutiffa Eevloi per R
Attest
, Entered I n
- 46. WA Boarding House National Register  ""Ceeper
Attest
. Entered | ntBa A
"A7. French Congregational National Eegister s"eper -AAANAAANCAhAYA 3
Church
Attest
L48. St. Joseph's Church ;\E:tl oagl il??egti Qtaer NMreeper
Attest
M | ton-Bradl ey Conpany sd in tlico NKeeper
NatiOfialJSefetiQO
Attest
50. Keeper

Attest



ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES fVALUATION / RETURN SHt

"Hm4 StatM
tional Part tarrica

VA Boardi ng House (Downtown Springfield MRA)

Hanmpden County

MASSACHLEETTS Working Ho. /A/Q/y'- '
Fad. Reg. DaU: N7 '<HY
Data Dua:_  AJTm
Action: . ACCEPT
_Miir'raau bm 1SS lon Sntered In tne RETURN
nomination by parson or local govarnmant National Eeglater REJECT
ownar objaction Fadarai Agancy:
appeal
Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest appeal MR decision

Raviawar's comments:

Racom. /Criteria
Reviewer

Diacipllina
Data
aaa continuation sheet

Nomination raturnad for: .technical corrections cited beiow
.substantive raasons discussad balow

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

7. Description

summary parsgraph
completeness

ciarity

alterations integrity



8. Significanco

summary paragraph
completeness
Clarity

-appiicabla critaria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

ralationship of Intagrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

nttmm nmmai i

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination

Signed

may be directed to

Date

Phone:

202

272 - 35C









WBCA etXirdUM/toUJC"zq



