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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

3000 129 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black S white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 

( Town S p r i n g f i e l d 

Address 19 Bl i ss S t*«rb 

^Historic Name wCA Boarding House //7.S^^^) 

Use: O r i g i n a l Boarding house 

Present Boarding house 

Ownership : • Pr ivate i n d i v i d u a l 
Pr ivate organizat ion 
S p r i n g f i e l d Rescue M i s s i o n 

Public 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's 
locati o n i n r e l a t i o n to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

O r i g i n a l owner Women's Christian 
Association 

DESCRIPTION; 

Date 1884 

Source Springfield Daily Republican 

Style Eastlake/Queen Anne 

Architect Unknown 

Ext e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c RHPIC 

t>TZ>CKfbfKlO(,e 
Outbuildings nnnp 

\2P[ 
Major a l t e r a t i o n s (with dates) 

Upper stories of wooden porch removed 

Recorded by Margo Webber 

i n 1950's 

Moved No Date 

Organisation Anderson Notter Finegold Inc. 

Date June, 1981 

Assessor's Map #308 
UTM Ref: 18/699520/4663460 
Springfield South Quadrangle (Staple a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 

Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre 

Setting Mixed use area; commercial 

biiildings t o the east, garage across the 

str e e t , open l o t s and small church to west. 

Determined eLigibLe by the Secretary of 
I n t e r i o r 



CRITERIA STATEMENT 

The IfJCA Boarding House possesses i n t e g i r t y of Loca t i on , d e s i g n , s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a L s , 
and workmanship. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s s t rong assoc ia t i ons w i th s o c i a l / 
humani tar ian groups i n the c i t y - f i r s t the Women's C h r i s t i a n Assoc ia t i on f o r 
which i t was b u i l t , and s ince 1962, the S p r i n g f i e l d Rescue M i s s i o n . A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
i t i s a f i n e Local example of the Queen Anne s t y l e . I t meets c r i t e r i a A S C 
of the Na t i ona l Regis ter of H i s t o r i c PLaces. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This- i s a good example, and one o f the very few remaining examples, o f l a t e 
19th cen tu ry r e s i d e n t i a l boa rd ing houses i n the downtown. The b r i c k b u i l d i n g 
i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the p e r i o d . Three s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , the design inc ludes 
c o r b e l l e d b r i c k p i e r s and a p a t t e r n e d b r i c k c o m i c e on the facade . The most 
i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e i s the wooden one - s to ry p o r c h , which i s o f Eas t lake- type 
t u r n e d wood supports and b r a c i n g . There were two a d d i t i o n a l l e v e l s t o the porch 
which were removed i n the 1950 ' s . The o v e r a l l s i m p l i c i t y o f massing and 
m a t e r i a l s r e f l e c t s the more, r e s t r a i n e d design o f r e s i d e n t i a l / s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
when Goitpared t o p e r i o d commercial and i n d u s t r i a l s t r u c t u r e s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role ovvmers played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

This t h r e e - s t o r y b r i c k boa rd ing house was b u i l t by the Women's C h r i s t i a n 
A s s o c i a t i o n , predecessor o r g a n i z a t i o n t o the Y.W.C.A. The b u i l d i n g was con­
s t r u c t e d i n 1884 t o house 35 boarders as p a r t o f the WCA's program t o p rov ide 
a C h r i s t i a n environment f o r young women. This need corresponded d i r e c t l y t o 
the c i t y ' s growing demand f o r a work f o r c e t o s e rv i ce customers, e t c . i n the 
ejcpanding commercial c l i m a t e o f t h e downtown. Young women came t o the c i t y f rom 
su r round ing communities and c rea ted a grea t need f o r good hous ing and s o c i a l 
envi ronments . 

The WCA's h i s t o r y dates back t o i t s f ound ing i n 1875, bu t i t became a c t i v e i n 
1878. I t s o b j e c t i v e was t o p rov ide room and board a t reasonable r a t e s f o r 
respec tab le work ing g i r l s . I t s t r ove t o p rov ide the comfor ts o f a r e f i n e d 
home and C h r i s t i a n i n f l u e n c e . The WCA began w i t h a boa rd ing house i n the Shaw 
Block on Vernon S t r e e t , then moved t o a l a r g e r Vernon S t r e e t b l o c k , b u i l t by 
D .L . Swan. The B l i s s S t r e e t b u i l d i n g o f 1884 sij^iplemented the e a r l i e r 
b locks and was r m by Miss A . L . Barnes as supe r in t enden t . The WCA i n the 1890's 
purchased the Sanderson House on Court S t r e e t as a household exchange and "noon 
r e s t " p lace f o r work ing g i r l s , and l a t e r d i v e r s i f i e d i n t o o the r humani ta r ian 
work, such as day nurseiry, l e c t u r e s and classes f o r women. 

When t h e new Howard S t r e e t b u i l d i n g was completed i n 1910,(j?131) the B l i s s St ree t 
boa rd ing house was s o l d f o r use as a p r i v a t e board ing house. I n 1962, i t was 
acqu i red by the S p r i n g f i e l d Rescue M i s s i o n , another c h a r i t a b l e s o c i a l o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n , and i s now the so le remain ing p r o p e r t y assoc ia ted w i t h t h i s group. 

The S p r i n g f i e l d Rescue Miss ion was foimded i n 1892 by J u l i u s L . Cummings, a » 
S a l v a t i o n Army Cap ta in , who had been urged by l o c a l businessmen t o se t up a 
p r i v a t e mi s s ion i n the c i t y . . The M i s s i o n ' s purpose was t o g ive " s h e l t e r , 

BIBLIOGR.APHY and /o r REFERENCES ' ' . . . :, . .: : . 

B u i l d i n g Permits 
S p r i n g f i e l d D a i l y News, Supplement, Jime 26 , 1901 
S p r i n g f i e l d 1880-1901, p . 74 
H i s t o r i c a l Sketches o f Cli±is and C h a r i t a b l e O r g a n i z a t i o n s , 1911 , p . 533 
S p r i n g f i e l d D a i l y Republ ican, January 5, 1885, p . 5 
S p r i n g f i e l d Scrapbook, V o l . 7, pp. 109-111 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

S p r i n g f i e l d 

Form No: 

129 

P r o p e r t y Name: WCA Board ing House 

Indicate each item on inventory foim v^ich is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

home, f r i e n d s , bread and work" t o l o c a l men. A t f i r s t , qua r t e r s were ren ted 
i n a b u i l d i n g on Sanford S t r e e t . A new Mis s ion was b u i l t on Court S t r e e t 
s eve ra l years l a t e r , on ly t o be acqu i r ed by the C i t y f o r Court Square Extens ion . 
The s t r u c t u r e a t 68 Court S t r e e t was b u i l t f o r the M i s s i o n , bu t the p u b l i c 
complained t h a t t h i s was n o t an a p p r o p r i a t e use f o r such a prominent Court 
Square l o c a t i o n . The Miss ion moved i n 1910 t o i t s own b u i l d i n g on Wi l l ow 
S t r e e t a t Cross S t r e e t (demolished, 1981) , which was regarded as "one o f the 
f i n e s t miss ions devoted t o such work i n the c o u n t r y " . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



•NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

JnH«d S ta tM 
4atioaat Park tarhoa 

WCA Boarding House (Downtown Springfield MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working Nb. A A > y ^ - ^ y ^ ^ 
Fad. Rag. Data-_^ -
Date Dum- / y Z f y f ^ - /^- /^-^y/ ^ 
Action: ACCEPT . 

r««ubmi«sion ^ ^ ^ F T I I R M / ^ - / ^ ^ ^ 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant R E J E C T 
ownar objaction Fadarai Agancy: 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample request i appeal NR decision 

Reviawar's commants: 

I Recom./Criter ia 
Reviewer 
D i s c i p i i n e _ _ 
Data. 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: _ Z . technical corrections cited beiow 
Lsubstantive reasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

H W > « i i i » | l 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
altera tion 8/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c a 

intmm. 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
applicable criteria 
justification of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of Integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

9 . i l a j o r B ib l iograph ica l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

11 . Form P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H is tor ic P r e s e r v a t i o n Off icer Cer t i f i ca t ion 
HtiWW>»»< tH Ma piopiiij •111 9m mmm H: 

alai* loc. 

13. Other 

. Maps 

.' Photographs 

. Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

S i g n e d — • -^r"-^-^—J natP y ^ ^ 7 ^ ^ ^ / ^ " - ^ — Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for any item may be continued on sn sttached sheet 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a 
(7-«1» 

Uni ted S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t of the Inter ior 
Nat ional Park Service 

National Register of Historic 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

!PqiillliiPlllPHl 

Tor HPS UM only 

received 

date entered 

1 
Continuation sheet Item number Page j l j . i 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

N a m e Downtown S p r i n g f i R I H M n l f i p l p R p s n i i r r p Arpa 
State M4 

Nomination/Type of Review 

'41. Colonial Block 

- 42. McKinney Building 

^43. Bangs Block 

^4. Burbach Block 

45. Apremont Triangle Historic 
D i s t r i c t 

Entered In tlie A^ 
M. + iov.qi R^/tigter Weper 

^ -. Attest 
Entered Tn fE« 
National Register ^Tteeper 

. Attest 
Entered In W9 
National Eeglator ^Keeper 

Enferef Tn We 
National Eegister 

- 46. WCA Boarding House 

^A7. French Congregational 
Church 

L48. St. Joseph's Church 

Milton-Bradley Company 

50. 

Attest 

^keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

^" ÎCeeper 

Attest 
Entered In tBa ^ y 
National Eegister •^^eper 

Date/Signature 

.^^^^..^-..,-^^^^^-0^ 7/)f. 

C4JA-^-^-/^-^P^'^^ V^>Aiy 

lubstaiutlffa Eevloi 

Entered I n 
National Register 

hi 

i...^ : d in tha 
National Begiater. 

-;d in tli«» 
NatiOfialJSegfetiQO 

Attest 

^l^eeper 

Attest 

^'''Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 
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A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S fVALUATION / RETURN S H t 

^Hm4 StatM 
tional Part tarrica 

WCA Boarding House (Downtown Springfield MRA) 

Hampden County 

MASSACHUSETTS 

_^i : r ' raau b m I SS I on 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant 
ownar objact ion 
appeal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest 

Working Ho. / A / Q / Y ' - ' 
Fad . Reg. D a U : ^ ' 7 '<H7 
D a t a D u a : _ 
Act ion: _ 

Sntered In tne RETURN 
National Eeglater REJECT 

AJTm 
A C C E P T 

Fadarai Agancy: 

appeal MR decision 

Raviawar's comments : 

Racom. /Cr i ter ia 
Reviewer 
Diacipllna 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

• Nomination raturnad for: . technical corrections cited beiow 
.substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Proper ty 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n In E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary parsgraph 
completeness 
ciarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c o 

summary paragraph 
comple teness 
Clar i ty 
-appi icabla c r i t a r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

checked 
relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
ra lat ionship of In tagr i ty 

to signi f icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
other 

9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

nttmm mmmm'̂i i 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 35C 
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