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1. Name of Property____________________________________________________
historic name N/A____________________________________________________________ 
other names/site number Southing ton Center Historic District__________________________

2. Location
street & number See continuation sheet N/A LJ not for publication
city, town Southington N/ALJ vicinity
state Connecticut code CT county Hartford code 003 zip code 06489

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
F~l private 
F~l public-local 
I I public-State 
GD public-Federal

Category of Property
I I building(s)
PH district
I I site
I I structure
I I object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing 

97

102

Noncontributing 
44 buildings

8 sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 

5 2 Total
Name of 'elated multiple property listing:
______N/A____________

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register Q______

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
LX] nomination I I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the pro.pctly [xj meets LJ dofi^etTYieet the Nationa^tegister criteria. LUsee continuation sheet.

Signature^£eer
Director,

State or Federal

ifying official Date 
Connecticut Historical Commission
agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property LJ meets LJ does not meet the National Register criteria. LJ See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

rQentered in the National Register.
II See continuation sheet. 

Odetermined eligible for the National
Register. | | See continuation sheet. 

LU determined not eligible for the
National Register.

LJ removed from the National Register. 
[_J other, (explain:) ____________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling________ 
COMMERCE/department store_______ 
COMMERCE/restaurant____________ 
GOVERNMENT/city hall____________ 
(See continuation sheet) __

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
GOVERNMENT/city hall______________

~GOVERNMENT/government office
GQVERNMENT/postoffice_____________ 
RELIGIQN/religious structure 
(See continuation sheet)

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

__Italianate _____
Greek Revival
Colonial Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick_____________ 
walls Wood________________

roof _ 
other

Asphalt

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Southington Center Historic District is a commercial and residential area 
located in the center of the town of Southington. The district is comprised of 154 
resources. There are 80 major buildings and 17 outbuildings and minor buildings 
that contribute to the historic and architectural significance of the district. 
The district also contains four contributing objects,and the Town Green, a 
contributing resource. A total of 44 noncontributirig buildings are part of the 
district. Of the 80 major buildings, three date from the 18th century, 59 from the 
19th century and 18 from the 20th century. Their breakdown by styles is Colonial 2, 
Federal 3, Greek Revival 18, Gothic Revival 1, 19-Century Vernacular 6, Italianate 
23, Second Empire 1, Queen Anne 7, Shingle Style 1, Georgian Revival 3, Colonial 
Revival 8, American Four-Square 1, Neo-Classical Revival 3, and Bungalow 3.

The activity center of the Southington Center Historic District surrounds the 
Town Green, which is a long rectangular park bounded and defined by Route 10 or Main 
Street on the east, a spur of Main Street on the west, and Center Street on the 
north. The Green is surrounded by municipal buildings, churches, commercial 
buildings, the post office, banks, offices, and residences. Four granite monuments 
have been placed on the Green. A Civil War monument of buff-colored granite 
features a Union soldier standing on a high pedestal of Neo-Classical Revival design 
(Photograph #1). The World War I monument is a granite pedestal faced with memorial 
bronze plaques holding a flag pole. The World War 11-Korea-Vietnam monument is 
comprised of five granite slabs incised with soldiers' names. The fourth monument 
is a Classical Revival fountain constructed in memory of Amon Bradley, a prominent 
Southington industrialist.

East of the Town Green on Route 10 stands the Congregational Church, a 1828-30 
Federal style structure (Photograph #2), and Town Hall, a 1941 Georgian Revival 
building. Just south of the Green are the Georgian Revival U.S. Post Office and St. 
Paul's Church, a Shingle Style sanctuary built in 1892. North of the Green is a 
fine series of 18th-, 19th- and 20th-century buildings, many of which were once the 
homes of the industrialists and entrepreneurs who created and built Southington. On 
the west side of the Green is the J.F. Pratt/Marcus H. Holcomb-House, an Italianate 
building now used for offices and as the Masonic Temple.

Complementing the municipal and commerical orientation of the area around the 
Town Green are three residential streets which are an integral part of the 
Southington Center Historic District. The streets are Berlin Avenue, a street 
which intersects with Main Street at the southern tip of the Town Green; North Main 
Street, a stretch of Route 10 just north of the Town Green; and Vermont Avenue, a

nn See continuation sheet
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LOCATION

Berlin Avenue
25-27, 30, 33, 38, 45, 50, 55-57, 58, 63-65, 70-72, 73, 85, 86-88, 93, 96, 103-
105, 106, 109

Main Street
22-24, 37, 52, 64, Parcel #66, 75, 76, 91-93, 98, 100, 114, 121, 125, Parcel #43,
133, 142, 145, 162, 164-166, 167, 168, 170

North Main Street
1-5-7, 20-24-26, 28-32, 29-33-37, 36-38 (front and rear), 45-55, 62-64, 76, 85, 
97, Parcel #48, 101, Parcel #47, 105-107, 108-112, 115, 116-118, 117-119, 130, 
140-142, 143, 153, 158-160, 161-163, 165, 166, 173-175, 176, Parcel #63, 188, 
200, 211, Parcel #62, 219, 221, 226, 228-230, 235, 237-239, 242, 247-249, 248, 
253, 256, 257, 263, 270-272, 276, 279-281, 282-284, 287, 289, 294, 297

Vermont Avenue
12, 20, 26, 31-33, 32-34
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Function or Use, continued

Historic Functions
GOVERNMENT/government office
GOVERNMENT/post office
RELIGION/religious structure
LANDSCAPE/plaza
RECREATION & CULTURE/monument
COMMERCE/financial institution
RECREATION & CULTURE/theater

Current Functions
COMMERCE/financial institution
DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling
COMMERCE/business
COMMERCE/professional
LANDSCAPE/plaza
RECREATION & CULTURE/monument

Description, continued

Architectural Classification 
Shingle Style
COLONIAL/Postmedieval English 
Bungalow
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street which intersects with Main Street one block south of Berlin Avenue. All 
three streets are primarily residential. The three centuries of Southington 
Center's existence are represented on these streets, and many of the buildings 
possess excellent integrity and stand in their original orientation to one another.

Southington Center's oldest buildings are on Berlin Avenue and North Main 
Street. At 33 Berlin Avenue is the 1780 Langdon House, built as a five-bay central 
entrance Colonial structure which has undergone Second Empire and Italianate 
alterations (Photograph #3). The district's two other 18th-century buildings are a 
1798 Georgian/Greek Revival house at 115 North Main Street and the oldest in the 
district, the 1720 Jonathan Root House, at 140-142 North Main Street (Photograph
#4).

The architectural styles represented in the greatest number of buildings are 
the Greek Revival and Italianate styles. There are 17 Greek Revival and 23 
Italianate buildings in the Southington Center Historic District. These buildings 
reflect the industrial activity and prosperity during the mid- to late- 19th century 
in Southington Center. Many of the buildings have retained integrity, such as the 
Greek Revival farmhouse at 85 Berlin Avenue, while others, although altered, are 
still strong examples of their types. An example of the latter is the Italianate 
structure which stands at 130 North Main Street: although a picture window and 
porch have been added to the first floor, the house retains the configuration and 
details of the Italianate style.

The industrial wealth in Southington produced excellent examples of the Queen 
Anne style in Southington Center. Six Queen Anne buildings stand in the district 
today, as a reminder that industrial activity in the area was strong in the late 
19th century. The Queen Anne house at 26 Vermont Avenue is typical of many of the 
district's buildings of this style: a Greek cross plan, 2-bay section facing the 
street, and a front porch with turned posts, sawn brackets, and spindle frieze.

Southington Center's prosperity continued into the 20th century, as the need 
for wartime goods kept Southington's mills busy. Southington Center took on a more 
urban appearance, and a larger population which settled around Southington Center 
demanded more services. The Georgian Revival style of the 1940s is represented in 
the Town Hall (1941) at 75 Main Street (Photograph #5) and the U.S. Post Office 
(1939) at 125 Main Street. Although both have gained additions within the last 25 
years, the modifications were sympathetic with the original designs.

Business buildings of Neo-Classical design were built in the early 20th century 
to house offices and shops. The 1911 Southington Showkase, a 3-story theater with 
buff brick and cast-concrete detailing in the Neo-Classical style at 45-55 North 
Main Street, illustrates the urban streetscape of the early part of this century. 
More modest houses reflected a need for increased housing, and the Bungalow of this 
period is well represented in the Southington Center Historic District in three 
buildings of excellent integrity: a 1922 Bungalow at 50 Berlin Avenue (Photograph
#6) is 1 1/2 stories and features an open front porch and triangular roof 
supports. A shingled 1915 Bungalow at 253 North Main Street and a 1930 Bungalow at 
168 Main Street are also well-preserved examples of this style.
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HOV ?.

INVENTORY

C or NC in the second column indicates whether the structure/site is considered to 
be Contributing or Non-Contributing to the historical and architectural significance 
of the district.

The source of the date given in the third column is generally indicated by the 
code: A = Assessor's Record; SLR = Southington Land Records; V = Visual 
Approximation; WPA = Works Progress Administration. The Architectural Survey was 
consulted to verify dates.

BERLIN AVENUE

25-27

30

33

1870

1780

NC 

C

38

45

50

55-57

1983

1877

1700

1922

1940

1800

1800

NC

NC

A NC

SLR C

SLR C

A C

.NC

A C

A C

George and Julia Willcox Langdon House. 
Italianate.

Parking lot for Southington Savings Bank.

William Willcox House. Colonial house with 
Greek Revival/Second Empire/Italianate 
alterations. (Photograph #3).

Shed.

Garage.

Southington Savings Bank Teller Station.

House. Italianate/Queen Anne. (Photograph

Barn.

House. Bungalow. (Photograph #6).

Garage.

House. Greek Revival.

Shed.
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BERLIN AVENUE - CONTINUED

58 c. 1870 V C

c. 1870 V C

C. 1800 V C

63-65 1880 V C

70-72 c. 1860 V

NC 

C

73

85

86-88

93

96

103- 

105

106

1873 or 
1908

1900

1840

1870

1822

1814

1900

1920

1890

1870 or

A

A

V

V

A

A

V

A

A

V

C

C

C

C

C

NC

C

C

C

NC

C

NC

C

House. Queen Anne.

Shed.

Garage/Barn.

H.B. Gleason House. Queen Anne. 
(Photograph #9).

Garage.

House. Greek Revival. Late 19th-century 
porches and modern shed.

Theodore H. McKenzie House. Neo-Classical 
Revival.

Garage.

Mrs. M. Gridley House. Greek Revival.

Barn.

C.H. Upson House. Greek Revival.

Garage.

House. Greek Revival.

Garage.

House. Neo-Classical Revival.

Garage.

House. Built as a barn; moved in 1890 and 
converted to a residence.

Garage.

J.H. Barnes House. Italianate.
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BERLIN AVENUE 

1890 

1890

109 1880 

MAIN STREET 

22-24 1900

CONTINUED 

A C 

A C 

V C

37

52

64

1828-30 WPA C 
Kelly

Barn. 

Garage. 

A.E. Finch House. Queen Anne.

1941

NC Southington Bank and Trust. Colonial Revival 
building with modern facade.

Congregational Church. Federal. (Photograph #2),

NC Municipal parking lot.

NC American Legion Kiltonic Post #1072. Modern.

Parcel #66 

75 1941

76 1875

91-93 1925 A

98 1978

100 1875 V

114 1823 A

121 c.1900 A

NC

C

NC

C

NC

C

NC

Empty parcel.

Town Hall. Georgian Revival with 1972 Modern 
addition. Town and Lamb Architects; Felix and 
Sons Builders. (Photograph #5).

J.F. Pratt/Marcus H. Holcomb House. 
Italianate.

Town Hall Annex. Neo-Classical Revival.

Office building. Modern.

Truman E. Barnes House. Italianate.

Garage.

Cyrus C. Chamberlain House. Federal.

Southington Savings Bank. Colonial Revival 
building with 1955 additions.
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MAIN STREET - CONTINUED 

125 1939 A C

Parcel #43 

133 1865

142

145

162

1951

1892

1890

164-166 1957 A

167 1984 A

168 1930 A 

170 1944 A 

NORTH MAIN STREET

1-5- 1957 A 
7

20-24- 1982 A 
26

28-32 1880

29- 1860 
33-37

36-38 c. 1930 
(front)

U.S. Post Office. Georgian Revival with 1964 
addition.

NC Empty parcel.

SLR C Marcellus B. Willcox House. Queen Anne. 
(Photograph #10).

A NC Southern New England Telephone Company relay 
building. Colonial Revival.

A C St. Paul's Church. Shingle Style. Parish 
hall added in 1899.

V NC Commercial building. Colonial Revival with 
1955 addition.

NC Commercial building. Modern.

NC Commercial building. Modern.

C House. Bungalow.

NC House. Cape Cod Cottage.

NC Riccio Building. Modern. 

A NC Commercial building. Modern.

V C Commercial building. Italianate.

V C Commercial building. Greek Revival with 
c. 1950 additions. (Photograph #17).

A C Commercial building. Modern.
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NORTH MAIN STREET - CONTINUED

36-38 1913 A C 
(rear)

45-55

62-64

76

85

97

Parcel

101

Parcel

105- 

107

108-112

1940

1911

1873

1968

1836

1880

1911

#48

1828

#47

1870

1920

1842

V NC

A C

A C

A NC

A C

V C

A C

NC

A C

NC

NC

V C

A C

A C

115 1798

Apartment building. Colonial Revival.

Garage.

Southington Showkase/Coleman's Theater/Colonial 
Theater. Neo-Classical. (Photograph #17).

Retail and apartment building. Italianate. 

Commercial building. Modern.

Amon Bradley House. Greek Revival with 
Italianate and Neo-Classical alterations. 
(Photograph #12).

Barn.

Henry Hallock Merrell House. American Four-Square,

Empty parcel.

Romeo Lowery House. Greek Revival.

Garage.

Empty parcel.

Samuel Andrews, Jr. House. Second Empire.

Garage.

House. Greek Revival. Second floor porch 
added in 19th century.

House. Georgian/Greek Revival with 
Italianate front porch. (Photograph #16).
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c. 1800 V C 

NC 

NC

116- c. 1800 WPA C 
118

117- 

119

130

140- 

142

143

c.1860

1868

c. 1870

1720

1848 or 
1880

NC

V C

A C

A C

A C

A C 
V

153

158- 

160

1880

1858

NC 

NC 

C

NC

NC

Barn. 

Shed. 

Garage.

Samuel Adams, Sr./Jesse Olney House. 
Federal. Italianate ell addition. 
(Photograph #7).

Garage.

Elizabeth Andrews Brainard House. Greek Revival 
house with Italianate features. (Photograph #17),

Roswell A. Neal House. Italianate. 

Barn.

Jonathan Root House. Colonial, c. 1940 
addition. (Photograph #4).

John H. Holt/Charles Smith House. Italianate.

Francis W. Lewis House. Italianate. 
(Photograph #18).

Barn. 

Garage.

Ethel Oxley House. Italianate house with 
Colonial Revival porches.

Barn. 

Garage.
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NORTH MAIN STREET - CONTINUED

161- 

163
1855 V

1940 V 

1963 A

165 c. 1880 V

166 1880 A 

1920 V 

1890173-

175

176 1860

Parcel #63 

188 1822

200 c. 1960 

211 1835 

Parcel #62 

219 1877 

221 1880 

226 1977

228- 1860 
230

V

V

V

A

NC

A

V

A

A

NC

NC

C

C

C

C

NC 

C

C 

C

NC 

C

House. Greek Revival, c. 1920 addition.

Garage.

Shed.

House. Italianate.

House. Italianate.

Garage.

House. Queen Anne.

J.B. Savage House. Italianate. 
(Photograph #13).

Empty parcel.

Naaman Finch House. Gothic Revival house with 
Queen Anne and Colonial Revival alterations. 
(Photograph #14).

North Center School.

House. Greek Revival with Modern additions.

Empty parcel.

House. Italianate with Modern additions.

House. Italianate.

House. Ranch Style.

Anna Noyes Lowery House. Italianate.

NC Shed.
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235 1898

237- 1880 
239

1880

242 1856

1856

247- 1858 
249

248 1856

1940

1940

253 1915

256 1870

257 1872

263 1972

1975

270- 1850 
272

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

V

A

A

A

V

C

C

C

C

C

C

NC

C

NC

NC

C

NC

C

C

NC

NC

C

House. Colonial Revival. Attached ca. 1940 
carport.

House. Queen Anne.

Garage/carriage house.

House. Greek Revival.

Carriage house.

House. Greek Revival. (Photograph #11).

Garage.

House. Italianate. Added ca. 1920 porch and 
addition.

Garage.

Shed.

House. Bungalow.

Garage.

House. Italianate.

House. Italianate.

House. Raised Ranch Style.

Shed.

House. Transitional Greek Revival/Italianate.

276 1880

NC Shed.

C House. Italianate.
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279-281 1836 A C

282-284 1873 

287-289 1880

1900

1900 

294 1840

297 1850

1850

VERMONT AVENUE 

12 1845 

20 1900 

26 1917

31-33 1922

32-34 1800

A

A

A

A

V

A

C

C

C

C

C

NC

C

C 

C 

C 

C 

NC

House. Greek Revival with late 19th-century 
added porches.

House. Italianate.

House. Italianate.

Garage.

Shed.

House. Greek Revival with Queen Anne porch.

Garage.

House. Greek Revival.

Garage/carriage house.

House. Greek Revival with Queen Anne porch.

House. Colonial Revival.

House. Queen Anne.

House. Colonial Revival.

House. Greek Revival. (Photograph #15).



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[~] nationally [~x~| statewide | | locally

Applicable National Register Criteria 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)

]A QB c DD 

|A DB DC Do

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance 
1720-1939

Significant Dates
N/A______

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
One known: Lauren T. Campbell

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Southington Center Historic District is significant for two reasons. 
Primarily, the district is important because it was the core of historic 
Southington, serving as the town center. Industrialists, investors, 
merchants, teachers, and politicians lived in the district to be close to their 
businesses, to transportation routes, and to the core of town activity. As the 
town's industrial vigor and prosperity increased, so did the houses in Southington 
Center. Secondarily, the district contains a wide range of architectural styles, 
making the area a visual chronicle of its three-century lifespan (Criterion C). 
Many of the buildings are in good states of preservation and stand without major 
intrusions.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The heart of 18th-century Southington Center is mirrored in the three earliest 
extant houses built by farmers and merchants of the period. The oldest of the three, 
a 1720 Colonial structure at 140-142 Main Street (Photograph #4), was the site of a 
tavern run by Jonathan Root (1707-1794). The Root family intermarried with the 
Woodruff family, the family which first settled in Southington. Houses of this 
period are represented in the 1798 Georgian/Greek Revival house at 115 North Main 
Street, possibly the home of Samuel Andrews, Jr., the son of an early settler 
(Photograph #16). His father, Samuel Andrews, Sr. (1753-1832), owned the still- 
extant 116-118 Main Street (Photograph #7), a ca. 1800 brick Federal building. 
Andrews Sr. served in the Revolutionary War. Another of this building's owners was 
Jesse Olney (1798-1872), an educator and author. Olney's geography and atlas books 
were in sales second only to Noah Webster's spelling book during the 19th century. 
Olney served in the state legislature for ten terms and was state comptroller for 
two years.

In 1779 Southington became incorporated. The town continued to grow, thanks to 
increased travel and prosperity along the New Haven Path, although population 
remained moderate. This busy intersection and the increased activity brought to

PH See continuation sheet
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Previous documentation on file (NFS):
n preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
CH designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey # ___________________________ 
HH recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #___________ ___ ___

LJSee continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
PH State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
F~l Local government 
I I University 
PH Other 
Specify repository: 

Southington Public Library

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 58 prox.

UTM References
A ll ,8 | |6 |7 ,6 |5 ,7 ,0 | [4 ,6 JO , 8 3 ,2 ,0

Zone Easting Northing 
C IliSl |6 |7 ,7 |Q ,9 ,0 | |4 ,6 |0 ,7 |0 ,9 ,0

B |1,8| 16)7,710,4,01 14,610,813,5,0
Zone Easting Northing

D |1 ,8 | |6 |7 ,6|6 ,0 ,0 | |4 ,6 [0 ,7 |Q ,6,0

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary of the district is shown

scale of 1" = 400* .
by the line on the map drawn to the

See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
THe boundary has been drawn to include as many buildings as possible in the

district's period of significance. North of the boundary are modern stores and 
business buildings. South of the boundary is a separate residential area of 
buildings of a later period; East are modern housing complexes, and; West are 
industrial buildings and the Quinnipiac River.
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this area by the Congregational Church (1757-1859) created a true town center. Joel 
Root opened a dry goods store at this junction and a tavern at the southeast corner 
of the intersection. A larger Congregational Church, the one now standing, was 
built in 1828-30 (Photograph #2). Stores began to open to keep up with the demand 
for services.

The waterpower provided by the Quinnipiac River, which flows 1/2 mile west of 
the heart of Southington Center, gave the town the means to process its agricultural 
goods. Gristmills and sawmills provided milling needs for the town. By the end of 
the 18th century, the mills were producing other products, such as buttons, combs, 
paper, and a variety of metal objects. Many of the homes of this period still stand 
in the Southington Center Historic District.

Romeo Lowery's house at 101 North Main Street (1828) is a good example of what 
successful residents chose to build for homes. Romeo Lowery (1793-1856) was a 
prominent citizen who served as State legislator and judge. Lowery invested in 
local companies which eventually became part of Southington's two most successful 
firms, Plant Bros. Manufacturing Company and Peck, Stow & Wilcox. Lowery's house 
remained in his family until 1964. The William Willcox House at 33 Berlin Avenue 
(Photograph #3), a 1780 five-bay central-entrance Colonial which later gained a 
Greek Revival portico and frieze (and, still later, Second Empire and Italianate 
details), was the home of William Willcox, a selectman, probate judge, and state 
legislator for 17 years. Willcox was a financier and investor who owned a 
considerable amount of real estate in Southington Center. He was instrumental in 
forming Peck, Stowe & Wilcox, the town's largest manufacturing firm.

Among the residents of this active area was Southington's only known local 
architect, Lauren T. Campbell. Campbell designed and built his own house at 45 
Berlin Avenue (Photograph #8), an Italianate villa with Queen Anne touches. The 
only other building known to have been designed by him is the Queen Anne house at 
63-65 Berlin Avenue (Photograph #9).

A group of extraordinary entrepreneurs was responsible for the growth of 
manufacturing in Southington during the early and mid-19th century. The most 
successful used the waterpower of the Quinnipiac River for power to produce a 
variety of metal tools and products, such as tinware, carriage bolts, cutlery, nuts, 
bicycle parts, edge tools, Britannia ware, and manufacturing machinery. Leaders 
among these industrial enterprises were Peck, Stowe & Wilcox Company, founded in 
1870, and the Clark Bros. Bolt Company, the Plant Manufacturing Company in 
Plantsville, L.B. Frost & Son (1842) in Marion, H.D. Smith & Company (1850), the 
Southington Cutlery Company (1867) in the town center, the Atwater Manufacturing 
Company (1869) in Milldale, and the Blakeslee Forging Company (1877) in 
Plantsville.

The industrial transformation of Southington brought an increase of 150% in the 
population between 1850 and 1880. The prosperity brought on by new enterprises is 
reflected in Southington Center's wealth of Italianate and Queen Anne-style houses, 
many of which were built by the founders and officers of the manufacturing 
companies. 130 North Main Street, a graceful 1868 Italianate, was
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built by Roswell A. Neal, the leading industrialist in 19th-century Southington. 
Neal was president of Peck, Stowe & Wilcox Company from 1871-1887, and was president 
of the Southington Cutlery Company, the Aetna Nut Company, the Aetna Match Company, 
and the Mallett Cattle Company of Texas. 100 Main Street, an 1875 Italianate, was 
built by Truman E. Barnes (1835-1912), another active industrialist. James H. Pratt 
(1833-1929) bought the house in 1926, apparently for his daughter, whose family 
lived here until 1940.

The Queen Anne house (1865) at 133 Main Street (Photograph #10) has the 
distinction of having housed three major 19th-century town leaders: Julius N. 
Savage (b. 1817), the builder, worked in carriage bolt manufacture, and bought the 
bolt manufacturing business of Julius Bristol. James F. Pratt organized the 
Southington National Bank. Marcellus B. Willcox (1844-1918) was president of Peck, 
Stowe & Wilcox.

The later 19th century brought a concern for improving Southington and its 
services, a force which created the present-day appearance of Southington Center. 
A trolley line was introduced in 1887 between Plantsville and Southington Center, 
the second in the state. The Southington Savings Bank opened in 1860. The Town 
Green, originally used as a dumping ground, was cleaned up in 1876, and made into a 
park called "Memorial Park." St Paul's Episcopal Church, a Shingle Style building 
at 145 Main Street, was opened in 1892, and its accompanying parish hall in 1899.

The coming of the 20th century did not dampen Southington's prosperity. The 
industrial demands of the two World Wars increased the population and the 
prosperity. Empty lots around Southington Center filled with new homes, and new 
stores and shops gave the Center a more urban feel and appearance. Outdated 
municipal facilities were replaced: the Post Office and the Town Hall (Photograph 
#5) were housed in Georgian Revival structures built in 1939 and 1941, 
respectively. New services and shops opened, such as the Southington Showkase 
theater, a Neo-Classical Revival structure built in 1911 at 45-55 North Main Street 
(Photograph #17). The scale of new houses became smaller and the styles more 
restrained. Bungalows, like those still standing at 253 North Main Street (1915) 
and 50 Berlin Avenue (1922) (Photograph #6), and modest houses like the small 
Colonial Revival (1920) at 96 Berlin Avenue, were the order of the day. Soon after, 
before World War II ended, the manufacturing which had been the catalyst for the 
growth of Southington Center became outdated, and most of the old factories changed 
hands.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The buildings of the Southington Center Historic District form a classic late 
18th- and 19th-century town center. The municipal, service, religious, and 
residential buildings here are well preserved and stand without major intrusions, 
giving large sections of the district the appearance they had 100 to 150 years ago. 
This undisturbed visual and functional identity is what gives the district its 
primary significance architecturally.

Southington Center Historic District also claims a wide range of architectural 
styles, a total of 14, with prime examples of several styles. The most striking of 
these styles are Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Italianate, Second Empire, Queen 
Anne, Shingle Style, Colonial Revival, and Bungalow. Many of these buildings are 
well preserved and stand in their original orientation to one another, giving a view 
of both above-average examples of several architectural styles and the environments 
in which they were built. The district is also fortunate to have the only known 
buildings designed and built by Southington's sole resident architect, Lauren T. 
Campbell.

The district has a particularly rich inventory of well-preserved 19th-century 
buildings. The district's strong group of Greek Revival houses heralds the town's 
emerging industrial prosperity, making these buildings significant as hallmarks. 
Many have retained their architectural integrity. 247-249 North Main Street (1858) 
(Photograph #11) is a beautifully preserved example of a Greek Revival building. 
This building is a classic of its type, with a fine pedimented gable and front door 
flanked by molded capitals under a plain entablature. The smaller and more 
restrained gem of a house at 294 North Main (1840), clearly built by an owner of 
more modest means, is a simpler version of the Greek Revival style. It features 
only the basics of the style: wide corner boards, eave returns, and a wide frieze 
below the eaves.

There are more Italianate buildings in the district than any other style, and, 
as a group, they are fine examples of their type. Most feature simple hipped roofs, 
but the district also includes outstanding examples of asymmetrical and towered 
variations. The building at 176 North Main Street (1860) (Photograph #13), which is 
typical of the district's simple hipped-roof Italianate buildings, features the cube 
shape and ornamentation common to the simpler Italianate buildings in the district. 
The district also contains a multitude of more elaborate Italianate versions. Among 
these is the Francis W. Lewis House, 153 North Main, a fine Italianate building 
apparently converted from a building which dates from 1800 (Photograph #18). 
Italianate buildings also received alterations, such as the Ethel Oxley House at 
158-160 North Main, a block-shaped Italianate house flanked by Colonial Revival 
porches. Leaner-looking variations of the Italianate style also exist, such as the 
J.H. Barnes House at 106 Berlin Avenue, a building with a gabled roof and a Greek
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cross footprint.

For an outstanding example of a towered Italian villa, the district is 
fortunate to have a house built by Southington's only known 19th-century architect, 
Lauren T. Campbell. Campbell designed and built two neighboring houses on Berlin 
Avenue, numbers 45 and 63-65. He is listed in the Southington directories as a 
joiner in 1882 and as an architect from 1889, and appears to have been a skilled 
architect who was knowledgeable about the architectural trends of his day. He built 
45 Berlin Avenue (Photograph #8) for himself in 1877. The building is an 
imaginative and whimsical Italian villa with Queen Anne characteristics: it features 
a tower with mansard roof, two-story bay windows, and bracketed roof of the 
Italianate style, combined with the irregular massing and lace-like gable 
ornamentation of the Queen Anne style. Campbell's building at 63-65 Berlin Avenue, 
the H.B. Gleason House, is a smaller and less ornate version (without the tower) of 
his Italian villa (Photograph #9).

Two buildings are worth noting as illustrations of the progression of several 
architectural styles. The Amon Bradley House at 85 North Main Street (1836) 
(Photograph #12) is a Greek Revival building to which was added, first, Italianate 
and, next, Neo-Classical Revival alterations. Victorian rounded windows and 
delicate scrollwork were added to the original Greek Revival building. 
Fortunately, the additions to the Naaman Finch House at 181 North Main Street 
(Photograph #14) did not alter the overall character of the building's Gothic 
Revival style, since it is the only example of the style in the district. The later 
additions mimic the original house's peaked windows, steeply pitched roof, and small 
scale proportions.

As a group, the buildings in the district illustrate the functions a town 
center fills for the community. The Southington Center Historic District continues 
to demonstrate the relationships, both functional and visual, between a town 
center's buildings over time - churches, town hall, post office, theater, commercial 
buildings, and homes.
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Southington Center Historic District
Southington, Connecticut
Negatives on file at the Connecticut Historical Commission
Photographs taken by L.F. Johnson, January 1988

1. Civil War Monument 
Town Green 
Facing: NW

2. Congregational Church 
37 Main Street 
Facing: NE

3. William Willcox House 
33 Berlin Avenue 
Facing: N

4. Jonathan Root House
140-142 North Main Street 
Facing: NW

5. Southington Town Hall 
75 Main Street 
Facing: E

6. 50 Berlin Avenue 
Facing: S

7. Samuel Andrews, Sr. & Jesse Olney House 
116-118 North Main Street 
Facing: W

8. Lauren T. Campbell House 
45 Berlin Avenue 
Facing: NE

9. H.B. Gleason House 
63-65 Berlin Avenue 
Facing: NE

10. The Savage/Pratt/Wilcox House 
133 Main Street 
Facing: NE

11. 247-249 North Main Street 
Facing: E
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12. Amon Bradley House
85 North Main Street 
Facing: E

13. J.B. Savage House
176 North Main Street 
Facing: W

14. Naaraan Finch House
188 North Main Street 
Facing: NW

15. 32-34 Vermont Avenue
Non-Contributing Building 
Facing: SE

16. 115 & 117 North Main Street 
Streetscape 
Facing: NE

17. 29-33-37 North Main Street
45-55 North Main Street (Southington Showkase)
Streetscape
Facing: NE


