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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lock and Dam No. 8 consists of three integrated units: the lock, the dam,

and several support buildings located atop an artificially constructed earth
mound. The lock is a steel and concrete structure measuring 380 ft by 55 ft
with a depth of 24 ft (see accompanying plans and photographs). Two movable
steel mitering gates are located at each end of the lock allowing for entrance
of river traffic.

The dam is composed of several sections including a navigable pass (incorpor-
ating 34 chanoine wickets), a weir (12 chanoine wickets), and a drift pass
(10 chanoine wickets) (see accompanying plans-and photographs). The chanoine
wickets are movable wooden:objects which can be raised and lowered to adjust
water level upstream of the dam. A photograph of a model of a wicket, along
with plans of one of the navigable pass wickets is included with this form.
The downstream end of the dam structure has been stabilized by a large quan-
tity of stone rip-rap.

The earthen mound measures approximately 480 ft by 400 ft and is over 10 ft
high (see accompanying photos). Today there are three main structures atop
the earthen mound, the locksmaster's office and two storage and maintenance
buildings. Also atop the mound is a small radio transmission shed. Previous-
ly, a lockmaster's residence was located on the mound, but was removed several
years ago.

The following synopsis of construction phases of the lock and dam comes from
various Chief of Engineers reports dated between 1908 and 1916. Construction
on the property began in December 1907 with the building of the earthen mound.
This platform was completed by June 1908. Much of the actual construction of
the Tock and dam occurred during 1908 and 1909. By June 1909, most buildings,
except the lackmaster's house and a cement storehouse, were completed and the
lock excavation, occurring within a block cofferdam, was almost finished. By
June 1912 the dam was 98% complete while the lock was nearing completion at
96%. The lock was first tested in September 1912 and was placed in operation
on October 1, 1912. By June of 1913 the dam was 100% complete. It was not
until March 1916, however, that construction of the lockmaster's house was

begun. It was completed on May 13, 1916, thereby finishing all major construc-
tion work on the property.

The lock and dam have remained operational to this day. They are to be removed

as navigation hazards, however, once the new Calion Lock and Dam is completed
in late 1983.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lock and Dam No. 8 derives its significance from the fact that it is one of the oldest
remaining locks and dams fin the State of Arkansas. It was constructed between

1907 and 1916 (see Block 7) as one of a series of four locks and dams located

along the Ouachita River between Camden, Arkansas, and Jonesville, Louisiana.

The other three locks and dams have either been removed or are in the process

of removal. Additional locks and dams in Arkansas were constructed during the

1950s and 1960s, and are thus forty to fifty years younger than Lock and Dam

No. 8.

Lock and Dam No. 8 additionally represents a vital segment in the earliest
attempt by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to control a river system in
Arkansas. When the lock system was completed the Ouachita River served as

an important transportation route for the shipment of commercial goods, such
as cotton, grain, and lumber. This overall system represents part of an early
twentieth century network of rivers and canals Tlinking together much of the
eastern United States.

From an engineering perspective, the property is unique by virtue of its
movable wickets. Chanoine wickets are large, hinged, wooden barriers that
can be raised and lowered to adjust water level above the dam. Wher lowered
the wickets 1ie flat along the bottom of the dam and when raised are held in
place by both the water current and metal rods or "props" set into concrete
grooves at the base of the dam (see accompanying plans). These are believed

to be the Tast remaining, and still functional, chanoine wickets in the State
of Arkansas.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Boundary of the nominated Lock and Dam No. 8 property is shown on the enclosed
portion of the 7’ minute Harrell Brake, Arkansas, quadrangle, USGS 1981. It
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IEGAL DESCRIPTION LOCK & DAM NO. 8
OUACHITA RIVER
UNION AND CALHOUN CO., ARK.

A tract or parcel of land lying and being situated in the NE % of Section 29,
Township 16 South, Range 13 West, of Union and Calhoun Counties, Arkansas, and
being more particularly described as follows:

Camencing at the Southeast corner of the Northwest % of Seciton 29, run along
the East boundary of said Section 29, North, 411.6 feet, then West 1141.3 feet
to the point of beginning of the tract herein described:

Thence from said point of beginning N 36000' W, 477.4 feet, more or less, to
the left descending top bank o f the Ouachita River:

Thence Northeasterly along said top bank 285 feet;

Thence N 33°00" W to the center line of the Ouachita River;

Thence along said centerline, Northeasterly 300 feet;

Thence N 36°00' W, to the right descening top bank of the Ouachita River;
Thence Northeasterly along said top bank 325 feet;

Thence S 36°00'E, 480 feet;

Thence S 54°00'W, 464 feet;

Thence S 36°00'W, 330 feet;

Thence S 54000'W, 460 feet, to the point of beginning, containing 11.26 acres,
more or less.
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'WASHINGTON, D.C. 20814
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REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

DAEN-CWP-P

Ms. Carol D. Shull

Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

1100 L Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull: _

Enclosed is an executed nomination of Lock and Dam 8, Ouchita
River, Arkansas, to the National Register of Historic Places. This
structure is owned by the United States and under jurisdiction of
the US Army Corps of Engineers. The existing structures will be
removed as hazards to navigation once the new Calion Lock and Dam
are completed late this year.

The State Historic Preservation Officer has evaluated the
significance of these structures as local; I concur in this
evaluation. '

Richard G/ Leverty
Federal Reépresentatj
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