INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

F . o

i R VA

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Towa

COUNTY:
Dickinson

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

APR ST WS |

C OMMON

. . A
Spirit Lake Massacre Log Cabin .awe-Mossom

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Gardner Log Cabin

AL
(T e

STREET ANC NUMBER:

ry Point - |

RE A IO
i) ka& ‘\&‘“Ss“\?l

[ Museum O] Scientific

Y S
CITY OR TOWN: - & Nt G\
Arnolds Park ?ﬁi
STATE CoDE |COUNTY: . S~ g\)'com.:
Towa Dickinson 059
CATEGORY ' ACCESSIBLE
OWNERS STATUS
(Check One) HiP v TO THE PUBLIC
[ District X Building [ Public Public Acquisition: "] Occupied Yes:
[ Site [ Structure (L1 Private {0 In Process Unoccupied iK1 Restricted
[[] Object [ Both [] Being Considered [ Preservation work ] Unrestricted
in progress [ No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{7] Agricultural ] Government X Park (C] Transportation (] Comments
[ Commercial [ Industrial [C] Private Residence [] Other (Specify)
[} Educational [ Military [] Religious
[} Entertainment

«
State Historical Society of Iowa »
STREET AND NUMBER: m
102 Iowa Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
Towa City Towa 14
" OGURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: R a
Dickinson County Court House e
STREET AND NUMBER: E
Spirit Lake -
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Spirit Lake Towa
G SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: g
5
D n
DATE OF SURVEY: X] Federal [[] State ] County (] Local ; g
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: g %
Dickinson County Court House mle
STREET AND NUMBER: 7 @
g
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE :
Spirit Lake Towa 14

Alva




(Check One)
[X] Excellent ] Good Fair ] Deteriorated Rui Unex d
CONDITION 0 ] Ruins O pose
(Check One) (Check One)
[ Altered ] Unaltered (] Moved & Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

~

The Gardner Cabin remains basically unaltered on its original
site. - It is a small two-story log cabin, with a basement which is
now, sealed. The 1o is empty and now unused. The structure was
erstted in July of 1856 by Rowland Gardner one of the earliest settlers
in Dickinson County in the Okoboji Lakes region. The cabin passed to
J.S. Prescott by premption in 1858 following the massacre of the
Gardner family (excepting Abagail), and was used as a residence. In

- 1891 Abagail Gardner Sharp (Rowland's daughter) purchased the property
and operated the cabin as a museum until her death in 1921, Due to its
continuous use as a home and museum the cabin has remainéd intact and
relatively well preserved. The windows, chinking, and shingle roof
are in reasonable repair, although the foundation is weak in places.
The site was acquired by the State of Iowa in 1942 and passed to the
State Historical Society in 1959. Since that time a protective over-
hang roof of pole-type construction has been placed over the cabin.
A11 traces of Mrs. Sharp's museum have been removed and the interior
of the cabin has been restored with pre-1857 furnishings including a
bedstead, trundle bed, spinning wheel, churn, implements, table, and
chairs. Adjacent to the cabin are the Spirit Lake Massacre Museum
built in 1961-2 and a memorial monument commissioned by the State of
Towa in 1891.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gardrer Cabin was the scene of a major incidert 4§§ﬁ§'- [ndian
and white settlers in the Upperﬂg%ﬂwest. On March 8, 1857 a small band
of Sioux under the leadership o®TInkpaduta ("Scarlet Point") killed
twenty white settlers and captured 4 young white girl, (Abagail Gardner).
The following day the band attacked and killed twelve more settlers and
captured three additional women.  The incident has beenh generally referred
te as the Spiri} Lake Massacre<

The Indians ipwolved were a band of brigands alienated from their
tribal stfﬁEEUreV(%thekuta Sioux) and outlawed by every bahd. They
were responsible for a series of depredations on settlers and Indians
alike over a thirty year period. Particularly vicious, they found easy
prey in the three groups of settlers who had moved into the Okobsji
Lakes region in 1856. The settlers lead by Rowland Gardner were rela-
tively inexperienced in frontier 1ife, although living on the fringe of
an agricultural settlement. Through a series of rapid moves westward
they found themselves isolated in the Spring of 1857 from other settle-
ments and unaware of rising difficulties with the Sioux (especially
Inkpaduta's band). The 1856-7 winter had been particularly hard for
whites and Indian alike and dissension over recent land cession treaties
had strained relationships.

While the killing actually began at anothgr cabin, the Gardner
rigsidence received the most notoriety because/fbagail Gardner §later
Sharp) survived her captivity and was ransomed to authorities by the
Yankton Sioux. Her published account of the massacre and her captivity
stirred interest which has continued until today. She later regained
possession of the cabin where her family was murdered and operated a
museum on the premises. The Gardner Cabin also served as part of the
setting for McKinley Kantor's novel, Spirit Lake. The incident itself
hastened government attempts to remove the remaining Sioux from Minnesota
and Towa and served to deter white settlement for some time. Thus the
site commemorates an unpleasant but important part of Iowa history.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service.
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