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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\The Clay County Courthouse whlch is situated in the
courthouse square in Clay Center, is a two—story Romanesque
style structure with a full basement and an attic. The rec-
tangular building: measures approx1mately 80 feet long and 60
feet wide with.the main tower reaching a height of 65 feet.
Main entrances are located on the south, west and north sides
facing the town's business dlstrlct. The exterior walls are
. constructed of rough hewn stone laid in alternating courses
of narrow. and wide stone, which give the building a banded
effect. This effect is further emphasized by smooth-cut
stone bands at each floor l;ne and the roof line. The shingled
hip roof converges at the central clock tower, A smaller
pyramidal roof accents each corner. The clock tower is also
roofed with a shingled pyramldal roof.l Projecting entrance '
features at each of the four sides are roofed with a gable
behind the stone facade." Stone—faced dormers are located
on each of the exposed sides of the corner tower roofs and
on each side of the clock tower.r

Window openings on the basement and flrst floors are .
“simple rectangles with wood double hung ‘sash windows. These
windows rise from stone 51lls and have massive mOhOlltth
stone lintels. The first: floor cut stone band occurs at the
window sill. Window openlngs on the second floor are large
with sem1c1rcu1ar arched heads and_ stone sills at: the second
floor 'band.  The small dormer w1ndows are of the rectangular',
sash- type. The main bulldlng entrances: on three s1des ocecur
in large sémicircular” arched openings at ground level.

The - prOJectlng entrance feature on each side extends above

the roof 1iné and’ termlnat‘s;ln a stone gable flanked by

square stone spires. Corbeled stone work is used to accent
“the facades and the roof cornlce. The'dormers in the clock
tower are the most ornamental features of the bulldlng
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

‘The Clay Co&nty‘édurthoﬁSe at Clay Center was. constructed.
in 1900% 1901 on land donated, in the 1860's for use as a public-
.square by the town's founder, Alonzo F. Dexter. An electlon on
'permanently located at Clay Center.f A temporary courthouse was.
built on the northwest corner of the square in 1868 by -John Dexter
and Bros., and in later years county offlces were housed in
various commercial buildings. -

In July, 1898, the _county commlss1oners dec1ded to place
before the voters the propos1tlon of levying a tax for the purpose
of . bulldlng ‘a courthouse. The propos1tlon was approved the

'}follow1ng November, and ‘the county was authorized by the 1898
,leglslature to collect @ ‘three mill 1evy for three years to
prevent indebtedness after completion of the courthouse.;n

‘The coyn commlss1oners accepted the' archltectural plans
of I : of Topeka in. Tanuary, 1906} and the contract
for congkruction was le August 7, 1900, to.J and ‘H.
Zeigler and J. T. Daltbn of Junction’ Clty for $33 770 On
-August 28 A. F. Dexter and other dlgnltarles took part in the

»groundbreaklng ceremonies. The contractors commenced work
immediately but after completion of the foundation had_to

 suspend work. untll sprlng because of bad weather condltlons.

Cornerstone ceremonies were held April 23, 1901, with people:

from various parts of the county- partlclpatlng in a parade,
banquet, speeches and other activities. 1In September  the '
contract for furnr'pang the offices and courtroom was awarded

to the A. H. Andrews Co. of Chicago for $3,448. The bulldlng

was occupied by December, 1901, free from any bond 1ndebtedness.

The final cost of the structure was approx1mately $40,000.
m;>?ﬁe Clay County Courthouse is an ‘excellent example of early

Ro hesque architecture in Kansas. The use of alternatlng bands

of stone and the massive. ‘stone masonry and the dominant central:
clock: tower make this one of the outstanding buildings in the
state and one of the. most impressive courthouses in north .central

Kansas. \\\
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- .
tional Historic Pres‘erv’ation/‘Act of 1966 V(Publio Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for incllnsion‘
in 'the_National Register and certify that it has been
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