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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of focm 

Photo aumber ' 

SKETCH HAP 
Show property's locatioa in relatioa 
to aearest cross streets aad/or 
geographical features. Iadicate 
a l l buildiags betweea iaveatoried 
property aad aearest iatersectioa. 
Iadicate aorth. 

Towa BroQklinp. MRA 
Address 67 Harvard S t . . 3.5 Linden P l 

Historic Nam^aint Mary of the AssumpM'c 
Church, Rectory, School and 

Use: Preseat re l ig ious 

Origiaal re l ig ious 

DESCRIPTION': 
Church 1880-86; Rectory 1881^82-

Date School 1906; Convent (c . l843) , 
Tm 

Source BiHg Pp-rrm'̂ .̂ c! A t l a s e s , P a r i si 
History 

Style 
Architects ee reverse 

Exterior wall fabric see reverse 

Outbuildiags see reverse 

Major alteratioas (with dates) see reverse 

Recorded by Greer Hardwicke 

OrgaaizatioaB^oo^^^^^ H i s t . Comm. 

Date 5/85 

Moved Convent:yes*. Date 1899 • 

Approx. acreage approximately 2 acres 

Settiag Adjapp.nt tn R-ronklinP Vi 11 age 
commercial area and abutting a dense 
rgs idgnt ia l area of single,—double 
and t r i p l e decker houses. Overlooks 
tr iangular Linden Pnirk. 
Boston South Quadrangle 

, > , , UTM Reference: 19/325360/4688950 
(Staple additioaal sheets here) ^^P 16 ,. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe ini)ortant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the coranunity.) 

The Sa in t Mary 's complex inc ludes f o u r b u i l d i n g s : the Church, a V i c t o r i a n 
Gothic s t r u c t u r e b u i l t i n 1880-86 to the designs o f Peabody and Stearns; 
the Rectory o f 1881-82, a lso a Peabody and Steams V i c t o r i a n Gothic design; 
the School , a 1906 Neo-Gothic design by Boston a r c h i t e c t , F. Joseph Untersee; 
and the Convent, a c. 1843 Greek Rev iva l house b i o i l t a t the time o f the 
Linden Place s u b d i v i s i o n , moved f r o m Harvard S t r ee t to Hurd Road i n 1899 and 
subsequently enlarged and veneered w i t h b r i c k . Also s t and ing on the l o t are 
a garage and a c. 1920 neo-Gothic s choo l . Because o f t h e i r a l t e r a t i o n s , repent 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Ei^lain the role owners played in local or state ( c o n ' t ) 

history and how the building relates to the development of the corantniity.) 

Sa in t Mary o f the Assumption church was the f i r s t C a t h o l i c church eatabished 
i n B r o o k l i n e , I n June,1852, the growing number o f I r i s h inmigran t s i n 
B r o o k l i n e met i n Lyceum H a l l i n B r o o k l i n e to fo rm a p a r i s h . The m i g r a t i o n 
o f I r i s h to B r o o k l i n e was, i n p a r t , due to the opening o f the Brook l ine 
branch o f the Boston and Worcester R a i l r o a d , on which many I r i s h were 
employed as c o n s t r u c t i o n workers . The p a r i s h i n i t i a l l y i n c l u d e d the 
B r i g h t o n area o f Boston as w e l l . Services were h e l d i n Lyceum H a l l f o r 
1% years u n t i l a board and b a t t e n Gothic Rev iva l church was cons t ruc ted 
i n Andem Place , three b locks southeast o f the present church, i n 1853-4. 

The f i r s t pas to r o f the church, Rev. Michael O ' B e i m e , was rep laced i n 
December, 1856 by the Rev. Joseph F i n o t t i . When the Andem Place church 
burned, F i n o t t i r e b u i l t i t , e n l a r g i n g i t s s ea t ing capac i ty to 1000 persons. 
Dur ing t h i s p e r i o d , F i n o t t i r e s ided a t the C a t h o l i c r e c t o r y i n Boston. 
I n 1857, he cons t ruc t ed an I t a l i a n a t e r e c t o r y near the church (now #5S 
Kent S t r e e t ) on l and purchased f r o m James Young and W i l l i a m I . Bowditch 
(see 9 Tox te th S t r e e t , 31/146-7; MHC 6 3 ) . 

The p a r i s h cont inued to expand due to the ongoing i n f l u x o f I r i s h immi­
grants who found work i n the b u i l d i n g t rades , shops, p u b l i c se rv ice and 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) ^-^ 

B r o o k l i n e C h r o n i c l e , Mary 26, 1894, and January 20,-1900 
The Story o f S t . Mary o f the Assumption Par i sh and the H i s t o r y o f the 

C a t h o l i c America. South Hackensack, N . J . , 1977 — 
B r o o k l i n e B u i l d i n g Permits . , .;. ^ 
Brookline Directories * " ' - *•-
B r o o k l i n e At lases _ . -.t . . .. 
B r o o k l i n e Tax Records 
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age 
a r c o n s t r u c t i o n o u t s i d e the p e r i o d o f s i g n i f i c a n c e , the Convent, garage « 

' jarid garage are considered aonGoa'i:«-ibu.(tJing. . , , 

S a i n t Mary o f the Assumption church i s a red b r i c k V i c t o r i a n Gothic s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h Longmeadow brownstone t r i m . The p l a n i s a m o d i f i e d c r u c i f o r m w i t h 
a tower r i s i n g 146 f e e t next to the west t r ansep t and a c i r c u l a r p r o j e c t i n g 
apse. The tower conta ins open l a n c e t windows w i t h hood moldings , p i e r 
b u t t r e s s e s , s t r i ngcour ses and f o u r p innacles a t each o f i t s corners . 
There i s a lso a bay a t tached to the tower which contains a g r o m d f l o o r * 
door . The e n t r a n c e , p r o j e c t i n g f r o m the main gab le , cons is t s o f two 
arched openings and a niche containing a statue of the Virgin Mary. k-"'. 
Other f ea tu res o f the design i n c l u d e rose windows, dormers w i t h t r e f o i l 
des igns , s t e e p l y p i t c h e d r o o f s , brownstone hood moldings and s t r i n g c o u r s e s , 
and a s l a t e r o o f . ; . „ • . .. 

The i n t e r i o r conta ins a g r o i n v a u l t e d r o o f suppor ted by ten columns. 
The w a l l s are l i n e d w i t h K i l k e n n y marble and onyx t r i m . The a l t a r 
i s o f Caen stone w i t h marble t r i m . 

' •' " •ff . :• ' . .'••••. 
S a i n t Mary 's Rectory i s a b r i c k , 3% s t o r y V i c t o r i a n Gothic s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h Panel B r i c k c o r b e l l i n g a t the eaves. The steep p i t c h e d s l a t e r o o f 
has two end chimneys. , On the f r o n t facade i s a f r o n t gable r i s i n g to 
a w a l l dormer w i t h a peaked a rch . Two peaked dorners s i t on the f r o n t 
s l o p e . Two porches f l a n k the b u i l d i n g , w h i l e the main entrance 
f ea tu r e s a s e m i - c i r c u l a r porch probably added ca. 1966. I n s t y l e and 
m a t e r i a l , the Rectory i s a harmonious complement t o the nearby church 
and schoo l . 

S a i n t Mary 's School i s a b r i c k schoolhouse designed i n an H - p l a n , w i t h 
a r ea r e l l c o n t a i n i n g the a u d i t o r i u m . I t i s designed i n Neo-Gothic s t y l e . 
The 2% s t o r y s t r u c t u r e has two end p r o j e c t i n g wings and a c e n t r a l en t rance . 
The entrance i s a 1 s t o r y p r o j e c t i o n o f glazed t e r r a c o t t a w i t h a Tudor 
a r c h , a b l i n d t r e f o i l arcade and bas r e l i e f s c u l p t u r e . The three f r o n t 
gables and two s ide gables have stepped eaves; w i t h t e r r a c o t t a cop ing . 
A v a r i e t y o f window shapes and d e t a i l i n g add i n t e r e s t to the b t i i l d i n g . 
Windows, 6/6 o r diamond paned, are se t w i t h i n hood moldings or ogee arched 
enframements. 

There have been almost no a l t e r a t i o n s to the church: the on ly change ^ 
to t h a t b u i l d i n g was the i n s e r t i o n o f a t r i p l e arched s t a i n e d glas's 
window on the facade i n 1906. A l t e r a t i o n s to the r e c t o r y have been 
minor : i n 1925 the east p iazza was enclosed and a sun porch added on 
the east s i d e . I n 1960, a 2 5 ' x l 6 ' a d d i t i o n was made to the b u i l d i n g 
and i n 1966 a door ( p o s s i b l y the present entrance) was i n s t a l l e d and 
two windows removed. The on ly a l t e r a t i o n to the school was the i n s t a l l a t i o n 
o f a new f r o n t door (no d a t e ) . 

f '• .'M' 

(cont inued) 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at bo t tom 
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on the es ta tes and farms i n nearby B r o o k l i n e V i l l a g e and South B r o o k l i n e . 
By 1865, o f the 327o f o r e i g n born p o p u l a t i o n i n B r o o k l i n e , 857o were 
I r i s h . Father F i n o t t i was an impor t an t f i g u r e i n the r e l i g i o u s 
development o f the area, be ing respons ib le no t o n l y f o r Sa in t Mary 's ; 
f ound ing , bu t a lso f o r the es tabl i shment o f S a i n t Columba's Church '••''r'-k 
i n B r i g h t o n (now Sa in t Co lumbk i l l e ) and f o r the found ing o f Holyhood '''"• 
Cemetery i n 1857 (see 123/429; MHC 2 7 ) . 

I n 1873, Father Lawrence Mor r i s became the church ' s p r i e s t . I t was 
d u r i n g h i s l ong tenure t h a t the present church was completed, the r e c t o r y 
b u i l t and the school e s t a b l i s h e d . Bom i n I r e l a n d , Mor r i s grew up 
i n L o w e l l , where h i s parents had immigra ted , I r i 1873, M o r r i s began 
to purchase land a t the corner o f Harvard S t r e e t and Linden Place , s t a r t i n g 
w i t h the George Homer e s t a t e . The Homer House served f o r a t ime as 
the r e c t o r y f o r the p a r i s h and l a t e r was moved, b r i c k e d over and enlarged 
to serve as the convent, i n which capac i ty i t s t i l l serves today (Hurd 
Road; considered n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g to the complex) . I n 1880, when a l l 
the l and purchases had been p a i d f o r . Father M o r r i s commissioned Peabody 
and St6arns to design a new church. 

Al though the church was designed i n 1880, i t was no t dedicated u n t i l " ' ' 
1886. The Pope sent a c h a l i c e to the Pa r i sh i n honor o f the new 
Church, the f i r s t i n America to be named Sa in t Mary o f the Assumption. 
Soon a f t e r the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the church was begun, Father M o r r i s 
began the convers ion o f another e x i s t i n g house on the p rope r ty (Woodridge 
HOuse, 1844, p a r t o f the Linden Place s u b d i v i s i o n ; see 31/147-9; MHC 
39) employing Peabody and Stearns to do the m o d i f i c a t i o n s . I t seems 
t h a t the o r i g i n a l house was g r e a t l y enlarged and veneered i n b r i c k ; 
on ly the rear e l l o f the Rectory e x h i b i t s the e a r l i e r s t r u c t u r e w i t h 
i t s 6/6 windows and hood molds. Mor r i s was a c t i v e i n o the r c a p a c i t i e s 
as w e l l , f ound ing B r o o k l i n e ' s second C a t h o l i c p a r i s h , Sa in t Lawrence 
on Boy l s ton S t r e e t , a n d s e r v i n g f o r f i v e years (1884-89) on the School 
Committee. He was b u r i e d i n Holyhood Cemetery a f t e r h i s dekth i n 1900. 
A school he s t a r t e d i n 1899 grew to be the c u r r e n t Sa in t Mary 's School . 

I n 1906, g r o m d was broken f o r the Sa in t Mary 's School . O r i g i n a l l y 
housed i n rooms i n the basement o f the Hurd Road convent, the school 
q u i c k l y outgrew i t s f i r s t q u a r t e r s . Under the s u p e r v i s i o n o f Father 
M o r r i s ' successor, Father McManus, the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the 12-room 
school was accomplished. Also i n c l u d e d i n the school i s a h a l l s ea t i ng 
1000 persons. Sa in t Mary 's School has served as a grammar school f o r 
B r o o k l i n e C a t h o l i c as w e l l as be ing a s i t e f o r meetings and s o c i a l events . 
I n the 1920s, a separate High School was b u i l t behind the grammar schoo l . 
The c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the High School , a s imple neo-Gothic b r i c k s t r u c t u r e , 
expanded the capac i ty o f the educa t iona l aspect o f the complex and 
i s complementary to the complex, a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y . I t s a r c h i t e c t i s 
mknown. 

S a i n t Mary o f the Assumption complex meets c r i t e r i a A, B, and C o f the 
N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r , f o r i t s impor t an t h i s t o r i c a l assoc ia t ions w i t h the 

f S t ap l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at bo t tom 
(cont inued) 
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e s t ab l i shmen t , growth and ma tu ra t i on o f the I r i s h community i n B r o o k l i n e , 
f o r i t s a s soc ia t ions w i t h f i g u r e s no tab le i n B r o o k l i n e ' s r e l i g i o u s 
and c u l t u r a l development, namely Father Joseph F i n o t t i and Father Law­
rence M o r r i s , and f o r the d i s t i n c t i o n o f i t s a r c h i t e c t u r e , designed by 
no ted Boston a r c h i t e c t s Peabody and Steams and F. Joseph Untersee. 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the complex conta ins s t r u c t u r e s which represent the 
growth o f the p a r i s h and which r e f l e c t the e v o l u t i o n o f the Gothic 
R e v i v a l s t y l e f r o m the 1880s through the 1920s, I n d i v i d u a l l y and i n 
t h e i r r e l a t i o n to each o t h e r , the b u i l d i n g s are d i s t i n g u i s h e d by t h e i r 
h i g h q u a l i t y o f des ign , m a t e r i a l s and c o n s t r u c t i o n . -

-•i%i. • • *!;' 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at b o t t om 



NPS Fonn 1040M OiMB No. 1024-0018 
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United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
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Continuation sheet item number 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Brookl iHP, MRA 
State MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

61. Milestone 
(Boylston St.) 

62. Murphy, William, House 

63. Orrock, Rev. John, House 

lliyteret Im -y Keeper 
National B«fl»*«r ^ 

; • - Attest 

Bnrfe«r«d in Use 

64. Paine Estate 

65. Perkins Estate 

66. Reservoir Park 

67. Ritchie Building 

68. Roughwood 

-rt f 
' -r: it-

• 'ii*i}-'^r> 

StrteareA iM 

•• ' f i f . ••'^ • 

eeper 

Attest 

"'('iTeeper 

Attest 

eeper ikrfcered ia Mm jKs 
.Ifational MgLnter 

Attest 

Entered in "the" 
national Begista*' 

En'feer.eo. in tlsai 
Uational Begi 

fuc^eA iM 
Ihitional B»«iiteT 

Ent«rs€ In the 
Ktttloixal Regi3te» 

'̂ nCeeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

^7^d..^..-v^-^.^^-^<--t-^ PO/ i l l 
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k.>.yu^L.>iS..^.CA,^po/p 7 I.i i 
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Attest 

69. Sa in t A i d a n ' s Church and 
Rectory 

Is/^A TM mn 

.^pit^eper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

ifce Keeper rĴ t̂̂ ^<^̂ >n.̂ -,> .̂̂ ,̂̂ H.-̂  / g / / / T 

Attest 

70. Saint Mary of the Assumption , „. • ..^K^eper Tfifijjuti^-'u^-r-^k^^^ ; / f / 
Church, Rectory, School and ; T) 
Convent . Ejrtecei 1* tiW Attest 
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Saint Mary of the Assumption Church, Rectory, 
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• resubmission 
CH nomination by person or local government 
C I owner objection -
O appeal 

LIl sample CH request Substantive Reviews: 

Working No. ^ / 4 1985 
Fed. Reg. Date 

' ;5 Date Due: __^il£ 
Action: 

U j ^ e d l a RETURN 
K a t i o m l B e g i s t e ^ REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

/ b - y I 

d ] appeal CD NR decision 

Review^er's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4, Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance :•,:,*.,'•-„• 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraiJh ̂  ' 
CD completeness "'•"''̂  
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource .̂̂ , 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

s:-.f<i)S. 
:.•• ,1? , fi:.k:"fi, -h. V 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

'%i, 

Comments for any item may tie continued on an attached sheet 
















