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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iI known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Stumphouse Tunnel Complex is comprised of 40 acres of land and 
two acres of water. It includes Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel and Middle 
Tunnel, and the 385-foot original railroad bed connecting them; picnic 
and camping areas; and a museum of railroad history in an old caboose.

Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel runs through solid blue granite and is 
about 4,365 feet long, but not in a continuous section. Four shafts were 
sunk vertically from the top of the mountain so that workmen, also working 
on opposite sides of the mountain, could cut into ten faces simultaneously. 
Largest section is 1600 feet long, 25 feet high, 17 feet wide, and rises 
220 feet from its mouth on the southeastern face of Stumphouse Mountain. 
Inside tunnel cuts made by hand drills in the granite, and brick enclosure 
used in 1950s by Clemson University to age blue cheeseimay be seenvfeWay.

While tunnel was under construction, town of v^orkers and families, 
Tunnel Hill, grew up at the top of the second shaft. In 1858 town had 
1232 inhabitants (mainly Irish immigrants), a Catholic church and school, 
post office, stores, saloons, and daily stage service. Marking its site 
today are occasional burial places, some remains of foundations, and foot­ 
path leading to tunnel's mouth.

Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel is located near scenic Issaqueena Falls, 
named, according to legend, for the beautiful Indian princess who hid 
behind them as she escaped her tribe and ran to warn and join her white 
lover.

The 365-foot Middle Tunnel was once completed. Cut through earth, 
it was closed as a safety precaution, and is now flooded.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Stumphouse Mountain and Middle -Tunnels were par-t of the Blue Ridge 
Railroad project, which was planned as- the final link -in a shipping route 
from the Mississippi to the Atlantic seaboard. The 1850s project involved 
the construction of tunnels, cuts, and embankments in four states, and 
was first proposed in the 1830s by South Carolina Governor Robert Haynes, 
who hoped it would help to harmonize conflicting sectional interests in 
the nation. It would have provided railroad lines to the midwest for 
Charleston, S.C., Wilmington, N.C., and Savannah, Ga.

Had it been completed, the Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel would have beet 
the longest tunnel in the United States. Cut through solid blue granite, 
it was the largest of three tunnels which would have pierced Rabun Gap 
and comprised a final section of the line from Charleston to northeastern 
Georgia. Only one of these tunnels, the 365-foot Middle Tunnel, cut 
through earth, was finished.

Although the first contractor, Anson Bangs and Co., was engaged to 
build Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel in 1852, work was not actually begun 
until 1856, when Bangs declared bankruptcy and the George Collyer Co. 
from London, England, took over the job. By 1859 the state had spent over 
$1,000,000 on the tunnel, then two-thirds complete, and the legislature 
refused to appropriate further funds for it. The Civil War and subse­ 
quent collapse of the state's economy sealed the tunnel's doom. Despite 
attempts in 1875, 1900, and 1940 to revive its construction, the tunnel was 
never completed.

Stumphouse Tunnel was the 1950s site of the first successful at­ 
tempt to age blue cheese in the South. The project was carried out un­ 
der the aegis of Clemson University .
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