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19:3 left hand room Tom  Topsfield
B Ri Road
19:6 transverse summer beam and rear Address lver Ro
post. left-hand room Historic Nare Stanley Lake House

19: 7 shadow- nol ded sheathing, Ileft-hand
room

19:10 exterior pendant now enclosed i n Use:  Present Residence

house Original Residenci
19:12 post above overhang, right-hand
chamber DESCRPTION

19:14 right-hand chamber Dae ca 1693

Source A .L, Cummings research
First Period, with Secona Perid
Style exterior finishes "

19:15 attic at junction of 1710 roof
(background) with 1752 roof (fore-

ground)
19:18 jbarn, interior view Architect Unknown
19:19  barn Exterior Wdl Fabric Clapboards
19: 21 south and east facades Outbuildings pre-1717 barn
SKETCH NAP
Major Alterations (with dates) End lean-t
1693-1 710 ; added 2nd story’; righc-hdii
end, 1710; 171 room addition to right
hand ena, TTY2
Condition Good
Hoved No Dae N/A
Arreace less than one acre
Settina rural, open fields over-
|l ooking iDSwich River
Z E N
Anne Grady
JM REFERENCE 19 / 339-050 / 4721-800 Recorded by
BES QUADRANGLE Georgetown  (now |pswich) Organization Boston University

1:25,000 Cate June 1986
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Stanley-Lake house retains integrity of location, design, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling, setting and association. |tsphased First Period'
construction embodies distinctive characteristics under Criterion C

The growth of thehouse from single cell structure totwo room plan
building by theaddition of an end | ean-to (the outline of which i s indi-
cated by cuts i ntheexterior sheathing) and then by raising thelean-to
fo a full two stories, parallels thegrowth of theGoldsmith-Pickering
House and nay be nore representativeof theevolutionary growth of First
Period buildings than surviving evidence suggests.

The construction and decoration of theframe and t hesurvival of original

shadow nol ded sheathing i nthree places i nthepre 1693 single cell house
adds considerably t o our knowl edge of carpentry practises i nthelatel7th
century. The binding sumrer beam frami ng system i srepresentativeof a

| arger group of First Period buildings, particularly i nthe Salem area,

al though I t never achieved t hepopularity of thelongitudinal sumrer beam
The continuation of thesheathing up to the

system m thesurvey area.
floorboards, with cuts tofit around thejoists, i sillustrative of
evolutionary aecorative practises, i nwhich thechimey girt i sthe first

fram ng nmenber t o be conceal ed.

The rare survival of a pendant i nt henow enclosed overhang, originally on
the east end of t hehouse, adds tothesignificance of t hehouse. The
pendant i sone of two original pendants tosurvivei nsitu i na Fi”"-st
Period house, theother being at t heBrown house i nHamlton.

The frame of the 1752 addition i nitssize, joinery, chamfering and
exposure demonstrates, as Cunm ngs noted, that t hehouse frame "preserved
[ts post medieval character until themddle of thel8th centuryi n
conservative situations." [1] The pre 1718 Stanley-Lake barni s
significant i nitself as one of less than half a dozen extant First Period
barns, and adds significantly toour know edge of agricultural buildings
m thefirst century of settlement. The survival of the Stanley-Lake
house and barn i ntheir original relationship, one of five prel1l730
farmsteads known i nMassachusetts where barn and house survive i nsitu
adds t o our understanding of First Period agricultural conplexes.

EXTER R DESCRI PTI ON

The Stanley-Lake house is' 8 bays'long, 2 1/2 stories i nheight and one
room deep. There i sa 2 1/2 story m d 19th century wing totheleft rear
and a small |ean-to of unknown construction date totheright rear. The
| eft-hand rooms and chi mey bay comprise theoriginal house built c. 1680
to 1690. Between 1693 and 1710, a | ean-to was added t ot heeast end.
Circa 1710, thelean-towas raised toa full twostories and an end
overhang with drops created. 1 n 1752 another file of rooms and chi mey

Staple to Inventorv -POTA
ton



| NVENTARY FKB2M GONTT NUATI ON SHEET "
Conmunity: Form No:
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM”SSIGN TOPSFIELD 62
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name Stanley-L ake

Indicate each item on inventory fozm whidi is being continued below

recent  pedimented doorway embeillshes the easternmost baf thllTt

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES
‘raming i svisiblei n

s'Srer belrSrflAr~*hamfelds '"naj "' " transverse
Posts which support t Sesume; beJmf . ""AAN A ANNNe"Neg tongue StOps,

of thepost hedd ontheflZAAalT,1 1A SUATANTAN embel I'i shment
of therear post i sarectanl TJi N an incised V-shaped cut, while that
below. Pit-Sawn JSiJts i n?he JefrLn. mol di ngs above and
centers. Original vertical bLrH ~h Jn- " "M"AANPYoed 21 inches on
the edges survives oS JirlJireSlfr ANTRRACT gt N ANNN mol ding at e
sheathing extends up o”er tAe |AiAAA 1omnAn . en fireplace. The

joists. The chime? girt since 7TLt"AnA""/~[~["AN NETIA t he
NJAATAN *© t>e exposed, | S

unchanfered. The olermantel trim InTtA :
on thefront andrear w?ls welde aSfd H! AMAMANM feather edged sheathing
i nt hel1920s. 7

The room i scurrently plinLd (Jim‘fjr tn A" r
joists andwalls whiL eS*"Snt forihf A P NANTEAN Sal em) with

supporting posts picked oTtH black "ANNP AN summer beamand

In t helobby original shadow mol ded vertical sheathing e V.
staircase was cutoff on an anale rfnATn? sheathing which enclosed t he
create a solid balustrJSe and”and™all ~ restoration i nthel920st o
t'ongul i:0" ps-"""f S- 10,7 d"p.:rV|'||br""' ANNT NN AR
above t heflare of t ost wit trAJn, embeII|shed
shadow- nol ded vertical bolJd s"L’)hS SrtSrf'ArAoanAt AN "ANAAN

chimey girt i sunchamfered A""AMAAAAN oA t hefireplace wall. Againthe

Staple tolnventorv form at bottn?
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The overhang now exposed i ntheeasternmost room of t he house, disnlavs
orlglnal pendants which survived close d up i nlater walls inside tSe
eastern addition of 1752. X>i.> Liie

The addition of 1752 i sunusually conservative i nframng

characteristics. The frame i s flat chanfered.

['anpan - SAn2?' thedifferent stages of construction areclearly evident
although al |l portions of theroof are framed with principal riftersa”d
comon purlins. I nthethree original bays therasters are chanfered
There arecollar beanms i nt hewest end wall and over thechimldy tifbeam
in this section of theroof. | nthem d portion of theroof, consJructJS
¢ 1710, purlins are smaller menbers and there aresix purliAs on the rear
slope. Rafters are doubled at thejunction between thiS roo? anS ~he

SSditi oS -AMAAAATA t henewer cellar entered from t he 1752

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

on IIl enfwrTf chanber, some horizontal feather-edged sheathing remains
I"Ant ; ti TN U ATAAAAn sheathing boards of similar finish are
enclosed m theplaster front wall. This horizontal sheathing may
represent an updating of theroominthe early Second Period.
latAT'*"AAArN on chimey retains Second Period trim including
Mhich panelling on thefireplace wall. The right-hand addition, of
?0ind on a ITtA'™"""A'" AMAe s pinpointed at 1752 by an inscribed date
tSe chamblr ANNams raised-fieldpanelling on thefireplace wall in

THE STANLEY- LAKE BARN

laV'A"VIAfth' AtAAN """ - """[A] "ATUANA Nen=isted originally of four
- =lrserorichrd
F-"- =" rsrioricHr ) -
/\ i nmnn lllll/\ /\ll/\ LI '3 l:/\ll: mn h

ha? Lo, :rSoorforiolna:?v°o;

ca“bered-?2L"--7C

girts. There ;?e no s?udj

first hala co?Jaf SeamtoSo!r?r

ot her bents have®4"SS "N | AANAN| AN FIANANHAN[ L AN ANANANY
3

inllt'"/\y"y NANNNNN FY\/\'/\/\
sequence. The bent raised

Staple to Inventorv fnrm botton
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Mathew Stanley built the original house between c. 1680 and 1693. His

ElL%rLa\r|nAr')')r'/\ WIAN '"ANANNANNNNNN "AN'"AN'AN /\_n) to"'A
. REFERENCES
Abbott Lowell Cummings, The Framed Houses of Massachusetts R;*. 1625-1725
20?17208 Press of Harvard University Press, 1979 :lol: 126  128?

1. Ibid.: 207-208.

Robert Blair St. George, "The Stanley-Lake Barn i nTopsfield"
Perspectives m Vernacular Architecture. Edited by Camlle Wlls
Annapolis, Maryland: Vernacular Architecture Forum 1982: 7-24.

Abbott Lowell Cunm ngs. Massachusetts and it sFirst Period Houses
Publication of The Colonial Society i nMassachusetts 51:188-189

Staple t o lnventory form at bottOn
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