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Town T o p s f i e l d 

Address 95 R i v e r Road 

His to r i c Name S t a n l e y Lake House 

Use: Present Residence 

Or ig ina l Residenci 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1693 

Source A . L , Cummings' r e s e a r c h 
F i r s t P e r i o d , w i t h Secona P e r i d  

Style e x t e r i o r f i n i s h e s " 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildings p re -1717 ba rn 

Major Alterations (with dates) End lean-t 
1693-1 710 ; added 2nd story"; righc-hdii 
end, 1710; 1/1 room addition to right 
hand ena, TTY2 

Condition Good 

Hoved No Date N/A 

Arreace less than one acre 

Settina r u r a l , open f i e l d s over­

l o o k i n g iDSwich R i v e r 

Z E N 

19 / 339-050 / 4721-800 

Georgetown (now Ipswich) 

1:25,000 

JTM REFERENCE 

JSGS QUADRANGLE 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

Organization 

Cate June 1986 

Boston U n i v e r s i t y 
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Property Name: S t a n l e y - Lake 
House 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Stanley-Lake house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship, f e e l i n g , s e t t i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t s phased F i r s t Period' 
c o n s t r u c t i o n embodies d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s under C r i t e r i o n C. 

The growth of the house from s i n g l e c e l l s t r u c t u r e t o two room plan 
b u i l d i n g by the a d d i t i o n of an end lean-to (the o u t l i n e of which i s i n d i ­
cated by cuts i n the e x t e r i o r sheathing) and then by r a i s i n g the lean-to 
fo a f u l l two s t o r i e s , p a r a l l e l s the growth of the Goldsmith-Pickering 
House and may be more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the e v o l u t i o n a r y growth of F i r s t 
Period b u i l d i n g s than s u r v i v i n g evidence suggests. 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n and decoration of the frame and the s u r v i v a l of o r i g i n a l 
shadow molded sheathing i n three places i n the pre 1693 s i n g l e c e l l house 
adds considerably t o our knowledge of carpentry p r a c t i s e s i n the l a t e 17th 
century. The b i n d i n g summer beam framing system i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a 
la r g e r group of F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the Salem area, 
although I t never achieved the p o p u l a r i t y of the l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam 
system m the survey area. The c o n t i n u a t i o n of the sheathing up t o the 
floo r b o a r d s , w i t h cuts to f i t around the j o i s t s , i s i l l u s t r a t i v e of 
ev o l u t i o n a r y aecorative p r a c t i s e s , i n which the chimney g i r t i s the f i r s t 
framing member t o be concealed. 

The rare s u r v i v a l of a pendant i n the now enclosed overhang, o r i g i n a l l y on 
the east end of the house, adds t o the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the house. The 
pendant i s one of two o r i g i n a l pendants t o survive i n s i t u i n a Fi^-st 
Period house, the other being at the Brown house i n Hamilton. 

The frame of the 1752 a d d i t i o n i n i t s s i z e , j o i n e r y , chamfering and 
exposure demonstrates, as Cummings noted, t h a t the house frame "preserved 
I t s post medieval character u n t i l the middle of the 18th century i n 
conservative s i t u a t i o n s . " [ 1 ] The pre 1718 Stanley-Lake barn i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n i t s e l f as one of less than h a l f a dozen extant F i r s t Period 
barns, and adds s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o our knowledge of a g r i c u l t u r a l b u i l d i n g s 
m the f i r s t century of sett l e m e n t . The s u r v i v a l of the Stanley-Lake 
house and barn i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p , one of f i v e pre 1730 
farmsteads known i n Massachusetts where barn and house survive i n s i t u 
adds to our understanding of F i r s t Period a g r i c u l t u r a l complexes. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Stanley-Lake house is' 8 bays'long, 2 1/2 s t o r i e s i n height and one 
room deep. There i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y mid 19th century wing to the l e f t rear 
and a small l e a n - t o of unknown c o n s t r u c t i o n date t o the r i g h t r e a r . The 
l e f t - h a n d rooms and chimney bay comprise the o r i g i n a l house b u i l t c. 1680 
to 1690. Between 1693 and 1710, a lea n - t o was added t o the east end. 
Circa 1710, the lean-to was r a i s e d t o a f u l l two s t o r i e s and an end 
overhang w i t h drops created. I n 1752 another f i l e of rooms and chimney 
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recent pedimented doorway embeillshes the easternmost baf t h l l T t 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

'raming i s v i s i b l e i n 

s'Sm̂ er b e l r S ^ f I ^ r ^ h a m f e J s ' ^ n a j ^ ^ ' ' I transverse 
Posts which support tSe summe; beJm f . ; " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^'^^^^•"^•s tongue stops, 
of the post heJd on the f l Z A A a l T , 1 l A - ' ' ^ T ^ ^ ' ' ^ ^ ' embellishment 
of the rear post i s a r e c t a n l T J i ^ an i n c i s e d V-shaped cut, while t h a t 
below. Pit-Sawn JSiJt s i n ?he J e f r L n . moldings above and 
centers. O r i g i n a l v e r t i c a l b L r H ^h J^- ""' "̂"̂  ^IP^oed 21 inches on 
the edges survives oS J i r J i r e S l f r ; ^̂ '""̂  "u'^ ̂ ^^^ molding a t • 
sheathing extends up o^er tAe l A i A A A 1°""^^. °^ f i r e p l a c e . The 
j o i s t s . The chimne? g i r t s ince 7 T L t " A n A " " ^ / ^ / " ^ ^ ^ ° ' ' ^ the 
unchamfered. The o l e rman te l t r i m I n T t A ^J^^"?^^ *° t>e exposed, i s 
on the f r o n t and re a r w l ? l s weJe a S f d H,! ̂ ^^^^"^^^ f e a t h e r edged sheathing 
The room i s c u r r e n t l y p l i n L d ( J i m ^ f j r t n A ^ r i n the 1920s. ̂  
j o i s t s and w a l l s w h i L eS^Snt f o r i h f A ? ^^^""^^ Salem) w i t h 
supporting posts picked o T t H black '^^^P'^"^ summer beam and 

I n the lobby o r i g i n a l shadow molded v e r t i c a l sheathing • v. 
s t a i r c a s e was cut o f f on an anale rfn^Tn^ sheathing which enclosed the 
create a s o l i d balustrJSe a n d ^ a n d ^ a l l ^ r e s t o r a t i o n i n the 1920s to 

t'ongul i:o'ps-"^"f S - P ^ ^ j o ; ? : d ^ p : : r v i ' i i b r ^ ' " ^^^'"^-^ ^--'s 
above the f l a r e of the post w i t h J t r ^ J ^ , embellished 
shadow-molded v e r t i c a l bolJd s ^ L ? h S S r t S r f ' ^ ' ^ ' ? ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ' "̂ ^̂ ^̂  
chimney g i r t i s unchamfered ^""^^^^^^^ °^ the f i r e p l a c e w a l l . Again the 

Staple t o I n v e n t o r v form at b o t t n ^ 
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The overhang now exposed i n the easternmost room of the house, dis n l a v s 
o r i g i n a l pendants which survived closed up i n l a t e r w a l l s i n s i d e tSe 
eastern a d d i t i o n of 1752. xi=»-i.>ac Liie 

The a d d i t i o n of 1752 i s unusually conservative i n framing 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . The frame i s f l a t chamfered. 

I ' ^ ^ l ^ ^ S^^??' the d i f f e r e n t stages of c o n s t r u c t i o n are c l e a r l y evident 
although a l l p o r t i o n s of the roof are framed w i t h p r i n c i p a l r l f t e ^ s a ^ d 
common p u r l i n s . I n the three o r i g i n a l bays the r a s t e r s are chamfered 
There are c o l l a r beams i n the west end w a l l and over the chimnJy t i f b e a m 
i n t h i s s e c t i o n of the roo f . I n the mid p o r t i o n of the r o o f , consJructJS 
c 1710, p u r l i n s are smaller members and there are s i x p u r l i A s on the rear 
slope. Rafters are doubled a t the j u n c t i o n between t h i S roo? anS ^he 

SSditioS -^^^-^^^'^ the newer c e l l a r entered from the 1752 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

on I I I e n f w ^ T f chamber, some h o r i z o n t a l feather-edged sheathing remains 
l ^ A n t ; t i ' T"^ ''̂ ''̂  ^ ^ ^ ^ sheathing boards of s i m i l a r f i n i s h are 
enclosed m the p l a s t e r f r o n t w a l l . This h o r i z o n t a l sheathing may 
represent an updating of the room i n the e a r l y Second Period. 

l a t A T ' ^ A A A ^ ^ °^ chimney r e t a i n s Second Period t r i m i n c l u d i n g 
^ h i c h p a n e l l i n g on the f i r e p l a c e w a l l . The ri g h t - h a n d a d d i t i o n , of 
?oind on a l T t A ' " ' ' ^ A ' " ̂ ^^e _ i s p i n p o i n t e d at 1752 by an i n s c r i b e d date 
tSe chamblr ^^^ams r a i s e d - f i e l d p a n e l l i n g on the f i r e p l a c e w a l l i n 

THE STANLEY-LAKE BARN 

l a V ' ^ V f A f t h ' ^ t A ^ ' ' ' " - " " " i A l "^'"^^ ^°n=isted o r i g i n a l l y of fo u r 

F-"- -":.?.rsar::rtbr:id-ir:jd -
ha? L o „ : r S o o r f o r i o l n a : ? v ° o ; ^ i " " '""̂  ^''^ "* '=^"= " " h 

c a ^ b e r e d - ? L ^ - - ^ C 
g i r t s . There ;?e no s?udj i n l l t ' " ^ y " y ^^^^^ P̂ '̂̂ ^ 

f i r s t h a l a c o ? J a f Seam t o S o ! r ? r sequence. The bent raised 

other bents have%%r^SS ^ ^ l ^ ^ ^ ^ l ^ l i f l ^ ^ ^ H ^ / t r ^ i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ , 

3 

Staple to Inventorv fnrm botton 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COKMISSICM 
Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

CoBBuiity: 

TOPSFIELD 
Form No: 

62 

Property Name: Stanley-Lake 

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim which is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Mathew Stanley b u i l t the o r i g i n a l house between c. 1680 and 1693. His 

E ! : L % r L a \ r ! n ^ r ? ? r ' ^ " ' ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ - n ) t o " ' ^ 
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