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1. Environment and Site

The Centinela Adobe is located on the original site, the top of a 
knoll overlooking the Valley, hence the name "Centinela" - the Sentinel 
It is surrounded by nearly an acre of lawns and trees planted in the 
nineteenth century.

2. Architectural Character

An early California adobe; ranch style with overall dimensions 
107 feet 4 inches by 33 feet 6 inches, built on a north-south orien­ 
tation with wide covered verandas.

3. Construction

Two-foot thick walls built of adobe bricks made on the site. The 
center adobe walls and room construction are the same as when built 
in 1834. Wooden wings were added at either end of the adobe section 
in the 1860 T s by Robert Burnett.

4. Roof

Sections of original, flat brea (tar) roof still visible under a 
low pitched shingled roof believed to have been completed (1860 f s) 
when the batten and board wings were added. The present shingled, 
ridge-roof over this earlier roof was added in late 1950 f s. Eaves 
extend to form ten-foot wide verandas on three sides of the house. 
Underside of the beams are exposed.

5. Windows and Doors

On the adobe section these are deep-set with American Colonial wooden 
pediments. 1880 pictures show shutter hinges which were patented and 
manufactured in Ohio in 1840 f s. Windows on the adobe walls are case­ 
ment type opening inward. On the batten and board section the windows 
are double-hung sash windows.

6. Flooring

The original smooth, earthen floor partially extant under the present 
floor. Wide plank tongue and groove wooden flooring secured by square 
cut nails, circa 1860 f s.

7. Chimneys-Fireplaces

Chimneys in living room, south bed room, and the oven in kitchen wing 
are hand-made bricks laid in a unique spiral pattern, (Burnett era- 
1860-70) .---The k-itchen fireplace oven has two chambers with original 
sliding black iron door for upper chamber.
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8. Special Features

A skylight over back- to-back pantries in batten and board kitchen wing. 
The wet pantry has a copper sink. Corner cupboards and a pass- thru were 
built into the dining room.

The Adobe is unusually well preserved as it has been continually occupied 
since 1834.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The agricultural history of the Centinela Adobe parallels and typifies the 
development of all of Los Angeles County. The Adobe was always the head­ 
quarters and center of growth of the Centinela Valley from the Mexican 
rancho to the present tract housing and industrial subdivisions.

The century of agricultural history was the era of the Adobe's greatest 
activity and importance, and this is what merits recognition today. The 
lasting significance of this landmark is its constant involvement in the 
changes in use of the land of Centinela Valley due to the ever-increasing 
population.

1826 - Water in abundance brought Ignacio Machado to the land of the 
Centinela. He planted cornfields and over 6,000 grapevines along the 
creek bed, now the San Diego Freeway.

1834 - Machado built the three-room adobe structure, still standing, called 
the Centinela Adobe, and the center of Rancho Aguaje del Centinela.

1845 - The two land grants of the Centinela Valley were sold, lost or gifted 
by a series of owners. In 1855, Robert Burnett from Scotland started a 
thirteen-year period of creating the 25»000 acre Centinela Ranch. In the 
1860*s, Burnett specialized in sheep raising, accumulating 24,000 head. 
After 1870, he began planting extensive citrus orchards.

1873 - Burnett leased the land to Daniel and Grace Freeman and their agree­ 
ment specified that the Freemans continue to plant the thousands of fruit 
trees Burnett had planned for his orchards.

1876 - After two seasons of drought, Freeman's previous agricultural ex­ 
perience led him to believe that small grain could be raised without 
irrigation. In the winter of11876, with 4-1/2 inches of rain, his first 
crops of oats, wheat, barley, etc., were successfully grown on the ranch.

p̂H. H. Bancroft in Chronicles of the Builders, focused on Mr. Freeman as
the pioneer dry farmer whose example stimulated agriculture and fruit 
production in Los Angeles County. By 1880, a million bushels pf small 
grain were shipped from the Centinela Ranch to New York and to Liverpool.
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Statement of Significance (continued)

1887 - With the land boom that hit Los Angeles, Daniel Freeman began to sub­ 
divide through the Centinela-Inglewood Land Co. Still, as late as 1960 
small tenant farms continued near the Centinela Adobe with lima bean and corn 
fields on the original ranch land. From then on, subdivisions for housing 
and industry gradually forced agriculture from the last of the Centinela 
ranch.

1973 - Open to the public, the Centinela Adobe today stands as the cultural 
and social center of the City of Inglewood and all of the Centinela Valley.

^•History of California. J. M. Guinn p. 810 Vol. 1 
History Records Company. Los Angeles 1907

^Chronicle of the Builders of the Commonwealth. H. H. Bancroft 
The History Company. San Francisco 1892
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