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g
Fort Barrlﬁgton, a‘mid-18th century frontler fort that was later
arrisoned and modlfleﬁ—aurlng the Amerlcan Revolugign, is eanntma """"
a series of lgw ;1dges or embankments at ‘the tip of a narrow péﬁinsula
on the north side of the Altamaha River about 1% miies above Darien.

The site is. cnrrentlzﬂheld as part of a ~hunting and fishing reserve by

*the Fort Barrington Club. A malgr g tlon of the original site has

been dastxgxedwb_,rlver.act;on. However, no archaeclogical” wofE'other

“than ground reconnaissance has been done and the extent of damage done
by the river and 20th century use is hard to assess.

Today one enters the Fort Barrington Club compound down narrow,
sandy Fort Barrington Road and sees a club house, some small structures,
moss-draped trees, a sandy beach and wooden dock. Some evidence of
the old fort survives. Sand breastworks and twa bastlons can be made
out on the left of the road. ST

The Colonial Recoxds state that in 1762 the site was _occupied by
"a_square fort about 75 feet each way with a Caponlere in it and
Barracks. Thése works are not yet ‘finished, the money taken by the
province not being sufficient. What is done is in good condition, and
is garrisoned by 25 of the rangers." Sherwood's Gazetteer, 1827,
indicates that an earlier structure may have been _in the immediate
area. dJohn Bartram, Travels in Georgia and Florlda, 1773- 1774, ‘indicates
that the fort was in ruins. "The ancient ramparts of a fort are still
visiblé o theé NE and SE sides of the quadrangle, also Bastions at
Eastern and Southern corners, the latter being at river edge. The
ramparts are in the form of a low ridge or embankment extending in a
straight line for 150-160 yards between bastions." A very fine plan
of Fort Barrington with an accompanying map showing "The Environs of
Fort Barrington" is contained in DeBrahm's Report. DeBrahm's illustrates
a stockaded structure with a large central blockhouse, a well, store-
room, maga21ne and barracks. At the onset of the Revolutlon the fort
was reoccupied an& renamea Fort Howe. ~ During the follow1ng years the
fort saw a good deal of action but was apparently never burned and
“was occupied’ byvAme:;can‘txggps as late as May 1778.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site of Fort Barrlngton was for well over two centuries a vital
transporatlon “and"communications center with major mllltary and p po ¥E£8?1

A

BTghifTcancs. " Any Toverland coastal traffic In order to avoid crossing
“the four major rivers and swamps comprising the Altamaha River delta was
forced to the "pass" just below the site of Fort Barrington. The "sand
hills" of Barrington as they were called after 1750 had been a major Indian
trail for centuriés and provided the major coastal route from Savannah

to St. Augustine. This pass just above the "Forks" of the delta was con-
tinuously occupied in prehistoric, protohistoric and historic times on
both sides of the. rlver, according to both Dr. Lewis Larson and Mr. Gordon
Mldgette. Dlrectly across from the Barrlngton 51te is another archaeologlc
site of major lmportance and is the presumed. site of. Mary Matthew ) Mount
Venture. The Augustine Trail later known as the Old Post Road was 1mproved
by General Oglethorpe as early as 1736. Famous personages traveling this
early road included John Wesley and the Bartrams. It was in the vicinity
of Fort Barrington that John and William Bartram found the Franklinia
Altamaha, Georgia's lost flower. The first colonial mail service between
the colonies of Carolina, Geoxrgia and Florida was down this road and the
pass was a key point during the Anglo-Spanish struggles on the Georgia
coast in 1742.

The ﬁg;tlflcatlon was built in 1760 by Lt. Robert Baillie and named
Barrlngton in Honor of Josiah Barrlngton, a_friend of Ogletho;pe s. The
f”rt ‘was alloWed to deterlorate until the Revolution during which time as
Fort Howe it served as the military headquarters f£5¥ the southern depart—
ment of operation. The fort was also a strategic location during the War
of 1812 and the ClVll War.
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In 1909 the site was purchased as an outing and sportsman's club which
took the historic name of the site as its own. No doubt this very quiet,
private club has helped to protect the remains of the old fort and any
changes in the site are those made to convert the area into the club com-

pound.

Listing on the National Register would help insure the preservation
and conservation of one of Georgia's most historic river-oriented sites,
located on the banks of one of our most historic rivers.
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William R. Mitchell, Jr., Director, Georgia Historic Sites Survey 0
ORGANIZATION DATE -
Georgia Historical Commission August 2, 1972 —_
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116 Mitchell St., S.W. -
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Atlanta

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

Chief, Office of Archeology and toric Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [#~ State [ Local [7]
—Date 4/47/ 72—
Name
ATTEST:
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