
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

In Area no. Form no. 
O C 

O l d Camb. I I B l 

Caiiil?ridge 

3SS 17 Brown Str e e t 

Aaron H i l l House 

ent use r e s i d e n t i a l 

ent owner N a t a l i e S a v i l l e Hewi t t 

ription: 

c . 1754 

Dwight Andrews 

•urce Deed records 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Late Georgian/Federal 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

' w / / ^ / 

Outbuildings (describe) garages 

Other features o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a 

t w o - s t o r y s t r u c t u r e , now three s t o r i e s , 

gambrel r o o f . 

Altered A l t e r e d -Yes Date c. 186 7  

Moved Yes Date c. 186 7 

1 yi 
5. Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

) 3 [Elzi^uiy^y 

z 
'yr 

yiyifyizyy 

fi 

/3 

Approximate frontage 5 3 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

8 f e e t 

Recorded by &ainbr id^e Bun t ing 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm, 

Date 19 64 



7. Original owner (if known) Aaron H i l l 

Original use 

3 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural XX 
The Arts 
Commerce , 
Communication 
Community development XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Aaron H i l l house was constructed i n the 
mid-eighteenth century a t what i s now the s i t e of 
99 B r a t t l e Streeet. B u i l t o r i g i n a l l y as a two s t o r y 
house, a t h i r d s t o r y was added when the house was 
moved t o i t s present l o c a t i o n c. 186 7. The o r i g i n a l 
r o o f was probably q u i t e steeply p i t c h e d and was l a t e r 
lowered by converting i t i n t o a gambrel. 

Other features include a number of i n t e r e s t i n g 
nine-ovejp-six, and eight-over-twelve windows on the 
rear (south) e l e v a t i o n , and a bowing o f the window 
l i n t e l s on the second s t o r y . . 

H i l l was the F i r s t Church Deacon and a prominent 
salesman. As w i t h most e a r l y Cambridge b u i l d i n g s extant, 
the H i l l house has survived r!ue to a move. When the 
Episcopal Theological School began developing at 99 
B r a t t l e S t r e e t , the house was moved to a nearby side 
s t r e e t . Despite t h i s , the b u i l d i n g s t i l l merits r e c o g n i t i o n 
f o r i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l importai..c€. , , . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) . 





S . t ign i f icanco 

aummary paragraph 
completaness ^ 
clarity 
Spplicable cr i ter ia 
Justification of areas 

checlced 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical Re fe rences 

10 . Oeographica l P a t a 

•wfcl 1111 il I emmmi^Um 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S ta te Historic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

ftt^nAri Z ^ ^ l Z U / Z u x ^ O a t e J Z ^ ^ _ £ ^ ^ Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Itam may be continued on en attached aheet 





7. Original owner (if known) Aaron H i l l 

2 

Original use_ r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural . XX 
The Arts •.; -
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military ; 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
1 

The Aaron H i l l house was constructed i n the 
mid-eighteenth century a t what i s now the s i t e of 
99 B r a t t l e S t reeet. B u i l t o r i g i n a l l y as a two s t o r y * • 
house, a t h i r d s t o r y was added when the house was 
moved t o i t s present l o c a t i o n c. 186 7. The o r i g i n a l 
r o o f was probably q u i t e steeply p i t c h e d and was l a t e r 
lowered by co n v e r t i n g i t i n t o a gambrel. 

Other fe a t u r e s include a number o f i n t e r e s t i n g > 
nine-oveF-six, and eight-over-twelve windows on the » ' 
rear (south) e l e v a t i o n , and a bowing o f the window 
l i n t e l s on the second s t o r y . . . 

H i l l was the F i r s t Church Deacon and a prominent 
salesman. As w i t h most e a r l y Cambridge b u i l d i n g s e x t a t i t , 
the H i l l house has survived rlue to a move. When the 
Episcopal Theological School began developing a t 99 , . • 
B r a t t l e S t r e e t , the house was moved to a nearby side " 
s t r e e t . Despite t h i s , the b u i l d i n g s t i l l m e r i t s r e c o g n i t i o n 
f o r i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l importance. ,̂̂< 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comnunity: 

Old Cambridge 
Form No: 

OC 
I I . B . l 

Property Naine:Aaron H i l l House 

Indicate each item on inventory foim vhidi is being continued below. 

Deacon Aaron H i l l (1730-1792) was a prominent Cambridge mason 
who held various positions i n the town government as selectman, assessor, 
and overseer of the poor; he was also a representative to the Massachu­
setts Legislature i n 1789-90 and Deacon of the F i r s t Church, 1774-92. 
The H i l l House was moved from B r a t t l e Street i n 186 7-68 and raised one 
story. As b u i l t i t was a two-story gambrel, the present f i r s t story 
having been put under i t when i t was moved. Descriptions of i t before 
i t was moved speak of i t as a large low house, painted white, with green 
blinds and a piazza across the west end (the end now facing Brown Street). 

Comparable structures surviving i n Cambridge have almost a l l 
been moved from t h e i r o r i g i n a l s i t e s . They include the Daniel Watson 
House, 30 Elmwood Avenue (1754, Old Cambridge N.R.D.), moved from North 
Cambridge i n 1960; the Abraham Watson House, 181-183 Sherman Street 
(c. 1750, N.R.), moved i n 1850; the Edward Marrett House (1760), moved 
from Dunster Street to Manchester, Massachusetts, i n 1926; the John 
Hicks House, 64 Boylston Street (1762, Harvard Houses N.R.D.), moved 
i n 1928; and the James Munro House, 8 W i l l a r d Street (by 1765, Old 
Cambridge N.R.D.), moved i n 1908. 

This house i s one of seven of the period remaining i n Cambridge, 
a l l but one of which have been moved from tJieir o r i g i n a l locations, 
that were occupied by p a t r i o t s during the Revolution and which i l l u s ­
t r a t e the social and a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i s t i n c t i o n s between the Tories, 
with t h e i r elegant mansions on B r a t t l e Street, and the p a t r i o t s , who 
occupied more modest vernacular houses. I t meets C r i t e r i o n A for i t s 
associations with the Revolutionary period i n Cambridge/ C r i t e r i o n B ^ 
for i t s associations with an important l o c a l f i g u r e , and C r i t e r i o n C 
as an example of Mid-18th century r e s i d e n t i a l architecture. 

#' A. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-aOO-a 
(7.«1) 

United States Pepartment of the Interior 
National Parle Service 

National Reg is te r of Histor ic P l a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page / / *Zi 7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State ^ 

i 

Nomination/Type of Review •••.': . ; f . • Date/Signature ' 

, 1 0 1 . Harvard Graduate Center " -"-^v^j;.; Keeper fc /. ^ i / ^ 

E/OWiMER OBJECTIQN 
Attest 

,102. ^Child,' Francis J., House w«^,» Keeper .^^U^y^^/OZj' g/^ -.y^ 'J^ 

Attest 

lp3. ^ H i l l , Aaron, House 9^t^ imi \ re »«vi«» eeper 

Attest 

104. Cook, William, House Suhstantivft Bevlew ^Keeper /AJJZIJ^ M- AAAU/LA^ ^.iTiAix, 

Attest 

, 103, Building at 10 Follen Street *^eeper UAJZULU, //.iaWtA^ H.llyX-

. :. " Attest 

. I p / . ^CHall Tavern ifil**tB«*iT» ""-"'"J^Keeper 

Attest 

/'WJ7. ^Cloverden (Mann House) •B*e-IM»iT« l i » v l ^ Keeper "f^Yi-C^/^^iJy jZ^ J ^ ^ ' / j 

Attest 

108. The Fairfax D O E / O W N E R O B J E C T I O N Keeper /-o V ^-

Attest 

109. Larches, The Bti^an«v0 uevxa. ^ deeper y ^ l ^ ^.lU^ 

Attest 

-]^.>Holmes, Joseph, House v^Keeper J ^ < - ^ y i ^ A y Z ^'Zcr^^ 

Attest 



MIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTOftJC P L A C E S 
n»4 t tatM 
tonal 9ait Swvte* 

H i l l , Aaron, House (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MA 

' retubmittion 

Working Wo. ZZ / y iTd - O^y.o^ 
Fed. R«fl. D«U: tff'f-/^ 
Date p y . yyyyffy ; 
Action: - ^ A r r c p T 6/^0 

nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 

_ appeal 
Substantive Review: sample request 

RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

iyAg«ncy: Federal^ 

appeal MR decision 

Reviewer's commenta: 

' tA%<4Zcjy\A^^^ y 
Recom. /Criteria .^^ C/^fe^/^ 
Reviewer /Z^A'yZ' 

Date 
aee coetlnuation sheet 

•Nomination returned lor: .technical corrections cited beiow 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2, Location 

3. Classif icat ion 

4. Ownar of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Bepresentation in Existing Surveys 

7. Pescript ion 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/Integrity 
dates 
b o u n d a r y s e l e c t i o n 



8. S ign i f icance 

summary paragraph 
completeness ^ 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checited 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bib l iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . Oeograph ica l P a t a 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
Itme t of ttMa pfoparty i 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

'm 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
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