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1. Name
higoric Wachusett Shirt Compay

and/or common

2. Location
97-100 Wt er Street

WatervNfays Apartments

street & number

cty,tomn  Leominster N/A vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
district public occupied
J L building(s) private unoccupied
structure both work in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object I"J™ In process yes: restricted
being considered yes: unrestricted
no

4. Owner of Property

nane Vet erway Associ at es,

street & nunier One Boston Pl ace

congressional district

Worcester

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
Industrial
military

N/A

not for publication
4th

code 027

museum
park

private residence "<Vpf
religious

scientific
transportation

other:

c/ o Wngat e Devel opnent Corporation, General Partner

City, toan Bost on N/A vicinity of state  Ma. 02108
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Vrcester CGounty North Registry of" Deeds
street* number Main Street
city, town Fitchburg state M@
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
1/3/80
title Inventory of the Historic Assets of hasthis property been determined eleglble? -Ji*yes no
the Commonwedth
date 1982 federal state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission
city, town Boston. state Ma



- Descri ptl on Wachusett Shirt Compearyy, Water Street, Leominster

Condition Check one Check one
y excel | ent deteriorated unal tered Nooriginal site i
good ruins JJL altered noved date Njn- . . nj r*
fair unexposed 1 . ;

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The five buildings of the Wachusett Shirt Qonpany are sited on three acres of land which
straddle Vter Street, one-quarter of a mle east of downtown Leom nster, Massachusetts
(Monunent Square - potential NR.  The buildings are set in close proximty to one
another, and to the westembank of the Mnoosnock Brook, which for nany years supplied
water power to the factory.

The present site boundaries conformto those which existed when the Wachusett Shirt

was a viable entity. To the north the site is bounded by a very steep hill; to the south
and west by an inclinethat gently slopes toward the center of town. To the east |ies
the Mbnoosnock Brook. Véter Street runs in an east-west direction, separating "the ol dest
factory building (A fromits conpanion structures (B-E). Mich of the remaining area

Is grass lawn, and includes two unobtrusive parking areas.

Three of the five buildings are constructed of brick obtained fromthe |ocal Gsborne brick
yard (ABE). A fourth structure is of brick and wood (D), while the renaining building
Is constructed entirely of wood (C), The buildings range in date from 1887-1910.

Buildiiig A (Photo #1"2)

The ol dest building (1887) has a T-shaged plan and rises four stories froma high basenent.
It isbuilt of locally produced red Gsborne brick and has a foundation of Mnoosnock Hill
granite. The main section of the building neasures 128 feet by 36 feet. [tsfourth

story was originally contained within a gabled roof but it was changed in the earl(}/
twentieth century to a flat-roofed upper floor. Above the com ce of the north and south
elevations, the walls of this added story are sutfaced: in Slate and are punctwated by
regularly spaced rectangul ar w ndows. The south elevation features a two-story addition
in brick, and an eighty foot brick snokestack (photo #2). Both are located at the

sout heast coner of the building, and are original.

The stemof the "T' neasures 25 feet hy 34 feet and projects fromthe north elevation
(photo #1). 1t is nore highly omanented than the main section, and has a slate mansard
roof with wooden dorners featuring onamental bracketed pedinment caps. Oe enters the

bui I ding through a one-story wooden porch on the west emfacade of the Br ojection. It
features a central pedinented roof, a decorative balustrade and scroll brackets supporting
tﬂe rlggfo There is a small one-story brick addition on itsnorth wall that dates trom
the ' S.

Seen on the first three stories of the entire structure are regularl?; spaced w ndows with
U1 double hung sash. They are set in segnental arched openings with tw rows of brick
headers and granite sills. They appear at the sane | evel at each floor, and are half-
length at basenent |evel, except on the rear elevation (south) where a change in grade
allows full-length. Qmamentation is provided by a decorative brick band at the com ce
of all sections of the building and cross-shaped tierods seen at floor |evel of each
story. The building is physically linked to the conplex of buildings across Véter Street
by a second story wal kway. |t extends fromthe junction of the two sections of the

or|g| nal factory to the south facade of the laundry building. Athough it was an open
wal kway when bui It around 1910, it was enclosed several years ago with clapboard siding.
The wal kway was fortified, and the siding replaced, in 1980
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Building B (photo 2,3,4,5)

The 1895 laundry building also rises four stories froma high basement t oa flat roof,
and is constncted of red brick with a granite foundation. It reveals itslater date
however, initsnoreutilitarian appearance. |tsbasically rectangular formis highly
articulated by vertical piers which project by several brick wythes and shaiply divide
each wndd\\'' bay. The piers tem nate beneath a shallow corbelled com ce and, i n
tum contain secondaiy corbelled courses. Wndow openings are segmentally arched
with three rows of brick headers and granite sills; they contain 2/2 doubl e hung sash.

The east elevation is nearly symretrical, and divided into eight bays. A plainwooden
door, also with a segnental arched head, i slocated at the southeast comer at ground
level . The west elevation is identical intreatment, except for a two bay w de
staii-well projection at the southwest conmer. |t rises the full four and one-half
stories, andprojects fromthe facade ten feet. Only one of its twobays features

wi ndows within the recessed panel. A dooway is located at the northwest comer. The
south elevation is asymetrical. The stairwell is on the southwest coner, twobays
inwidth. The remaining four bays aredivided by piers that arealternately two feet
and six feet inwidth. The north elevation is blank, except for the arcaded brick
corbelling of the com ce, which is featured on al | elevations.

Bui I ding C (photo 4"5)

The 1896 annex i s a three-stoiy woodframe, clapboard stmcture with a gable roof and

a red brick foundation. The plain structure has regularly spaced rectangular fenestra-
tion at each stoiy on the exposed east andwest elevations. \Wndows contain two over

two doubl e hung sashes, the building is linked tobuildings D~ B at the north and
south elevations. Originally the roof was of slate; i twas replaced with an asphalt roof
in 1980. The west elevation features a one-stoiy wooden addition onitsnorthern half,
and a two-stoiy brick addition on the southemhalf. These additions appear t odate
within a fewyears of the main building.

Building D (photo 475) . ' o o
Adjoining this building tothe north is another flat-roofedred-brick stmcture, simlar
in aspect tothe original lauiidry btii'lding (B). This four-story structure has a
pentagonal plan which is probably a response toits comer site. The east elevation
aligns with those of buildings BC while the northwest elevation angles away toparallel
Prescott Street. A two-stoiy, flat-roofedwooden section tothe southwest fills out
the structure andgives i t anirregular shape. All fenestration is regularly spaced

at each story, andis identical fromstory tostory. The com ce is arranged in an
arcaded corbelled brick patter, simlar tothat of Building B

Bui I ding E (photo #6)

The officebuilding was thelast building of the group t obe constructed. The two and
one-half stoiy structure dates t 01910, and has a square plan. Constntted of brick
with granite trim i tis norerichly omanmented than the other stmctures, incoiporating
sone Georgian details into the design. The focal point of the symetrical seven bay
facade (south) is aslightly projecting entiy pavillion with an applied wood com ce.

The entry is arched, and articulated oneither side with rusticated brick bands. The
original recessed door is of glass and wood, topped by a semcircular fan light.
either side, andperpendicular tothe dooi-way, arelarge stained glass panels. A
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paired set of double hung wi ndows are placed directly over theentiy pavillion; all other
wi ndows aresingle. Wndows at basement |evel are half length, double hungwith 1/1
sash. Second stoiy windows arefull-length, double hung with 1/1 sash (ground floor

wi ndows arethe same, with theaddition of fixed overhead transons). Al | ground floor

and second story wi ndows feature granite lintels andbrick keystone jack arches. Brick
quoi ns appear at each coner of thebuilding, andthe com ce i sa decorative brick

band of t he sane design seen i ntheoriginal factoiy building (A). All other elevations
are treated with detail that i ssimlar t othe facade. A

Together the five buildings form a cohesive, relatively intact group of |ate nineteenth
centuiy industrial buildings. They share nany conmon characteristics; nmost inportantly
their relationship to, and one-tine dependence on, the power supplied by thenearby body of
water. My design characteristics, such as t helow arched w ndow heads and decorative
brick com ces, areshared by nore than one structure. The use of clapboard, |ocal

brick, andgranite on thevarious stmctures strengthens thevisual cohesiveness of

the conpl ex.

Al'terations during Rehabilitation

Prior torehabilitation for housing, three small, recent additions t othemain buildings
wer e denolished. These were a rear el | of Building A (c. 1940, 1 stoyy, concrete

block), an outbuilding north of Building A (c. 1950, 1 story, concrete block) and

an extension of Building D (c. 1950, 2 story, wood and sheet metal). Al | were denolished
during 1980.

Exterior changes t otheWater Street conplex were relatively fewi n nunber. The
present sashes areof alumnum painted white as were theoriginal sashes. The

devel opers were required tomatch theoriginal window configuration by the Advisory
Council. Only one original door existed at thetime of conversion, and that door has
been retained (Building E). Replacenent doors aresinple i ndesign, andblend in with
the lines of thestmtures. Two rows of solar panels have been installedon the roof
of Building D These panels are unobtmsive, and cannot be seen fromnost angles

at ground level.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _ x_ architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
X 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
Invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1887-1910 Buil der/Architect  Paul Veber/F. A \Witney

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Wchusett Shirt Conpany Possesses integrity of location, design, setting and
wor knanshi p as wel | as significant associations with the devel opnent of a najor
industry i nLeomnster, shirt making. Constntted between 1887-1910, it housed one
of the city's leading industrial and conmercial enterprises. Additionally, the
five buildings which nake up the conplex are good | ocal exanpl es of |atenineteenth
century industrial constnction. Thus, the Wchusett Shirt (onpany neets criteria
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

During the 1890s, at the height of its activity as a commercial andindustrial center

in north-central Massachusetts, Leomnster prided itself on having twenty-eight distinct
industries within its borders; inportantly, nany of these industries were recognized
national |eaders. The various products manufactured i nthe city included hom and shell
cons., pianoforte cases, baby carriages, fumture, and woolen cloth, aswell as shirts.
The shirt industry alone brought neariy $1,500 yQmD 00 .in; p'rdfifis onl ~thirteen.years
after its introduction tothe town in1880. At that time, tiie Wachusett Shirt Conpany
was the |argest manufacturer of the [ucrative commodity.

The manufacture of shirts i nLeomnster began i n 1880, when GFE Mbrse purchased machinery
with the intention of setting up such afacility., Hesold it to CE Dresser and DC

N ckerson before the factory doors opened, however. Neither of the newowners had any
know edge of the shirtmaking business, sothey hired M. George A Gane, a customshirt-
maker fromFitchburg, toact as general manager of the newy christened Leomnster Shirt
Factory. Soonafter that alocal entrepreneur, M. EA Witney, purchased interest

in the business. The conbination of Gane and Wiitney woul d |ater becone very inportant
to the shirtnakingindustry.

The business was sold i nJune of 1881 to M. AE Buffington of Detroit, Mchigan. M.
Gane stayed i nhis enploy until Febmary, 1882, when he announced the opening of a .
second shirt factory i nLeomnster. The Wachusett Shirt Conpany, taking its fromthe

I ndi an phrase "at the hill," began operationsi na snall roomof the Paton Bl ock Building
in downtown Leomnster. The business expanded and noved to a forner piano stool factory
in 1882, inJuly of that year, M. Gane accepted M. FA Witney, a fornmer owner of the
Leomnster Shirt Conpany, as a partner.

The pairing of Gne andWitney was a fortunate one for Leomnster. WWere M. Gine

provi ded experience and know edge of the technical aspects of shirtmaking, M. Witney

di spl ayed acunen i nplanning, merchandising and business devel opnent. He was at the

tine one of the town's nost promnent citizens, andwas the founder of twoother successful
busi nesses, the Witney Carriage Gonpany and t he Wiitney Reed Chair Factory.

The two owners once agai n noved the Wachusett Shirt Factory to newquarters, this tine
to the second story of abuilding sited within the Whi ney Carriage Gonpany conpl ex.
The location was ideal, as the newfactory was closely situated to the Mnoosnock Brook



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 3 acres
Quadrangle name Fitchburg Quadrangle scale i:25000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
M ease refer to attached assessor's nap.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state | 1/\ code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namefite  Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Laurie Moon Chauvin, Design NonparieJ

organizion Massachusetts Historical Commisson dte March, 1982
dregt & numba 24 Washington Street telephone  617-727-8470
dty ortomn Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state id local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth” the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

state Historic Preservation Officer signature {IMAJ-y<NA-NIAN

tite Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commisson de

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is®ncluded in the National Register

ifafloiial Beglster date

Keeper of the National Regisi

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Dam and avail abl e water power. The conpany soon outgrew the confines of itsbuilding,
and on Decenber 5, 1885, a dedication cerenony was held t oopen the |arge, three-

stoiy addition. | twas used as ashirt factoryuntil approxmnately 1890. n Sept enber
9, 1886, the granite foundation of a new factoiy building (A was laid on property

| ocated on the opposite bank of the Monoosnock Br ook, and operations began on April

14, 1887. The factoiy was highly acclaimed at the time for itscareful planning,

its technical innovations, and the use of brick as the nmgjor buildingmaterial. It

was built by Paul Veber and nay have been designed by Wiitney. Gowh of the conpany
necessitated expansion of the facility, soin 1892 t he conpany purchased property
located on the north side of Water Street. A large, four-stoiy laundry building(B)
was constructed in 1895, followed by a gable-roofed building (G shortlythereafter.
Anot her additiontothis conplex was nade i n 1900 (D), and i n 1905 a factoiy buil ding
was built on nearby Sunmer Street. Construction of a small office building adjacent

to the laundiy in 1910 conpleted the conplex (E).

In 1895, George Gane left the WAchusett Shirt Conpany t ostart the Gane Shirt Conpany,
also located inLeomnster. But without the business acunen of his partner, he went
out of business i n1901. Three years prior tothat, the Leom nster Shirt Conpany and
its affiliate, the Bay State Shirt Conpany, had closed their doors. For a short period
of time, the Wachusett Shirt QGonpany was the only conpany of itskind in"Shirt Town".

Attracted by the large nunber of skilled shirtmakers inthe city, Gl uett, Peabody

and Conpany of Troy, New York, decided t olocate a branch of their Arrow Shirt Factory
in Leom nster. The conpany was housed i n the fornier Leom nster Shirt Gonpany for

two years, then noved into the former Gane Shirt Factoiy “vhen that facility becane
vacant . The resilient M. Gane becane manager of the Arrow Factoiy in 1901.

From a peak of 3,000 Leom nster shirtmakers in 1902, the nunber in 1915 had dw ndled

to approximately 1,500 persons. Cluett, Peabody: and Gonpany had 825 hands at t hetinme,
while the Wachusett Shirt Qonpany nunbered 600 enpl oyees. M. Witney retired from

the helmin 1913 at the age of eighty-five, and the conpany dimnished in size throughout
the remaining years of itsexistence. The Water Street buil dings which nake up this
nomnation were sold inthe 1930's t oaplastics manufacturing fim, but the Wachusett
Shirt Conpany continued t o produce t he"Wachusett" and "Witney" brand products at a
reduced scale inthe Sunmer Street Factoiy. By the md-1950"s the Wachusett Shirt Conpany
no longer existed. The five Water Street buildings have recently been renovated and

are inexcellent condition. The buildingexteriorsare nearly intact, and serve as

rem nders of this once inportant industry.
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U COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
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MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington street
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COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
May 27, 1982
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M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper : T ArfAyna
Nat i onal Register of Historic M aces g
National Park Service -J A
Departnent of thelnterior o .
VWashi ngton, DC 20243
Dear M. Shull: >A N
Encl osed youwill find thefollowng nomnation forns...; ~! ./ "i >

CGoncord:  Wheel er- MerriamhHouse (I ocal)

doucester: Central Qoucester Historic District (local)
Zeomnster: Mbnunent Square Historic District (local)
Leomnster: WAchusett Shirt Factory (local)

Newton: Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic District (local)

Al'l have been voted eligibleby the State Review Board and have been signed

by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qanerswere notified of pending

State Review Board consi deration30-75 days before the neeting and were af f or ded

}he opportunitytocoment. Qments received todate are attached t othe nomnation
orns.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenki ns
Registration Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
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