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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR!GINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Switzer Covered Bridge, constructed around 1855, spans the
North Elkhorn Creek near the town of Switzer in Franklin County.
Resting on sturdy stone supports, the bridge is sixty feet in length
and eleven feet in width. The exterior side walls are solid with the
exception of a door placed midway along the length. Over the years
these vertical side boards had been knocked out by people who found
the bridge a convenient place from which to fish. It was hoped that
by installing the door further similar damage would be prevented.
The sides of the bridge terminate approximately two feet from the
roof, exposing the interior wooden supports.

The vertical sides of the entrances slant outward from the bottom
to the top. The entrance overhead is characterized by sawtooth
' edging. -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Switzer Covered Bridge, built by contractor George
Hockensmith around 1855, is one of seventeen bridges still
standing in the state of Kentucky. It is the only covered
span remaining in Franklin County.

This remnant of days past once was extremely useful.
The roadway was kept dry and, in the winter, free of snow.
Most important, however, was the protection the covering
over the bridge offered against the deterioration of the wood.

It permitted the timbered trusses and braces to season properly

and kept water out of the joints. The life of the bridge was,
therefore, significantly prolonged, averaging, generally,
seven to eight times that of one left uncovered.

Although certainly utilitarian, the covered bridge was
not without a romantic past. Within the walls are held
memories of midnight rides and stolen kisses. Posters found
pasted on the sides of the Switzer bridge advertising Gibson
Girl shows, circuses, sewing machines, and corsets conjure
up other pleasant recollections and images of days gone by.

Switzer citizens value this relic of a past century and
were responsible for preventing the bridge's destruction in
1953 when the State Highway Department wanted to replace
it with a new bridge. The department was persuaded to alter
their plans and constructed the new span alongside the
covered bridge. On the completion of the new bridge in 1954,
the Switzer Covered Bridge was closed to automobile traffic.




Vance, Doug. "Switzer Bridge, Groups Optimistic About Saving
It." State Journal, May 10, 1973.

Brandenburg, Phyllis and David. Kentucky's Covered Bridges:
Vanishing Kentucky Scenes. Cincinnati: Harvest Press, 1968

- Kentucky Covered Bridge Association. '"Fact Summary Sheet. "
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The Switzer Covered Bridge in Franklin County, Kentucky, is 120 feet in length
(Allen, p. 47).
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At one time Kentucky had hundreds of covered bridges spanning her rivers. Just
prior to World War II, sixty-five were still standing. By 1952, the numbers had
shrunk to thirty-nine. Now only sixteen remain. These sixteen, which represent
a variety of structural types, are concentrated in the central and northeast sections
of the state in the small communities or rural areas of the state.

Many reasons have been offered to explain the construction of covered bridges in -
Kentucky during the 19th century. The road across the bridges were kept dry and
free of snow in winter. Most important, however, was the protection the covering
over the bridges provided against the deterioration of the wood. It permitted the
timbered trusses and braces to season properly and kept water out of the joints. The
life of the bridge was, therefore, significantly prolonged, averaging, generally seven

to eight times that of one left uncovered.

Many of the covered bridges owe their present survival to modern spans constructed
nearby that relieve the covered bridges of heavy traffic. Six are now closed to
vehicular traffic although, like the others, they are visited by large numbers of
tourists. All but one are publicly owned. Few are well maintained and most are in
need of immediate repair or restoration if their preservation is to be secured.



