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1. Name of Property
historic name Benjamin Osborn House (preferred)
other names/site number Mother Ann Lee House

2. Location
street & number West Street. 1000' east on orivate road i\j|"notfor publication
city, town Mount Washinnton N 1AJ vicinity
state MA  code 025 county Berkshire code 003 Zip code02158
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
I | private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I Ipublic-local I I district 3 buildings
rX| public-State | | site dtes
I Ipublic-Federal I Istructure structures
I | object objects
3 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
M/A listed in the National Register 0]

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property [IxI meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
4- | edlyy*sor”
Signature of certifying official -J Date
State Historic Preservation nffirpr
Sate or Federal agency and bureau Massachusetts Historical Commission
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[*entered in the National Register.
CUSee continuation sheet,
undetermined eligible for the National
Register. | ~ See continuation sheet.
I I determined noteligible for the
National Register. , *- -

I Iremoved from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Functionor ke Benjamn Gsborn House, Munt \Véshi ngton, Massachusetts
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Single dwelling work in progress

7. Description
Architectural Classification

Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

New England Colonial walls asbestos
roof asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Benjamin Osborn House is located in the Berkshire County town of Mount

Washington, in a meadow at 1550 feet elevation in the center of its builder's

93-acre house lot. It is reached by a 1000 foot dirt road from East Street

that it shares with a modern house and two garages, the only other structures on

the larger parcel. The house has small shrubs adjacent and is situated in a

clearing of the wooded lot. A snail cemetery is located 650 feet to the north east, behind the house.

The exact date of construction for the house is unknown, though it can be
reasonably assigned to the years bracketing Osborn's purchase of lot 34, in
1759. Osborn chose a moderate-sized house form consisting of a single story
under a gable roof, facing to the south, and heated by a central chimney. Its
facade is symmetrical with a central entry and window on either side. Each
lateral elevation originally had an entry and window on the first floor and
centered window in the gable, but the original arrangement of openings at the
rear is unknown. Four of the original nine over six, double hung sash and
four of the original six over six sash survive.

Its interior plan is of particular interest, varying as it does from that
usually associated with this form, but relating to other small houses known in
the Commonwealth. Large center-chinrey house plans are customarily composed
of three primary rooms, two living areas in the front of the house on either
side of the lobby entry, and a rear kitchen with small adjacent service or
bedrooms. In the Benjamin Osborn house the number of primary rooms is redijced
to two, recalling the earlier hall and parlor form, and suggesting the choice
of a smaller living space. The house retains the central lobby entrance with
stair against the chimney, and a small parlor is located in the southeast
corner or right front of the house. Onthe opposite side, however the kitchen
runs the entire depth of the house along its west wall. The northeast  corner
of the house was divided into two small unheated service or bedrooms. The

house originally had wealtherboard walls, plank shutters, and wood shingle
roofing. - > oo o = .. K T

Pn See continuation sheet



NPS  Fom. 10«XM 0«8Aeprw*»*, WI*O0,t

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section nunber 7 Page "
Benjamn Gsborn House, Munt shi ngt on, Massachusetts

In about 1906, changes were nade to the house. The nost significant of these
ves the reconstruction of the chirmey and renoval of the fireplacesin the
kitchen and the garret above. The lobby stair was renoved and a new flight
added in the forner chinmey area of the kitchen. A shed roof addition,
containing tw snmall roons, was constructed along the north wall. O the
exterior, wood shingles replaced weatherboard, and new two over one sash were
added on the facade. |In about 1950, a large picture wndowwes installed in
the west wal |, renoved %/ the current owners, the Departrent of Environnental
Minagenent , in 1983. e walls were also then covered with asbestos siding,
and two layers of asphalt shingles covered the roof. The adjacent non-contributing
garage was built at this tine.

A'so included within this property is a snail buryi n% ground, the town's ol dest.
The earliest stone dates to 1772, that of Abigail Dibble Benjamn. The yard
includes about thirty gravestones, and a range of sinple stones. The nost
recent is dated 1962

Ar chaeol ogy

Wiile no present sites are currentlyrecorded on the property, sites nay be
present. The physical characteristics of the property, well drained terraces,
north southerly exposure to Wight Brook, and unnaned wet!|ands to the north and
west, nay have nade this a favorable area for native settlement and subsistence
activities. Qven the known patterns of prehistoric occupation inthis area

of Massachusetts, low density, i tis possible that significant survivals existing
within the property, would at best be noderate.

There is significant historic archaeol ogical potential within the property.
Archaeol ogi cal testing and selective excavation nay help |ocate occupation-
related features dating from the colonial and later periods. Analysis of

these renains can provide detailed information on the changing social, cultural,
and economc patterns that characterized rural life in Munt Wshi ngton.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally Cxl statewide (3 locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [XJA CUB [X]C | |jP

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) N C D e £ NF I 1G
Areas of Significance (ei“er.at"ortes”from instructions) A ffA oMSignificance SipMjjatyDates
Exploration/Settlement JJ81.
Religion
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
ti/A . fIIA

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Benjamin Osborn House is located in the small Berkshire County town of
Mount Washington. Dating to the region's colonial settlement period
1750-1770, it is the oldest standing structure in the community. Small in
size and simple in ornamentation, it is a useful illustration of the initial
homesteads built in the hilltown of Massachusetts. Benjamin Osborn was an
early settler to this newly opened, contested area, he was among the
petitioners for incorporation and one of the town's proprietors. He and his
family participated in the rural religious awakening of the Revolutionary
period, and welcomed Shaker evangelists on their first New England tour. It
therefore meets criteria A, and C of the National Register. The small
eighteenth century house is the oldest surviving in the town and retains
ignt(al%{aitgtac%g Igrc]: 1|;(i)<():g_l_ dleesvigps,.setting, workmanship, feeling and association
Located in the Berkshire Hills in the southwest corner of the Commonwealth,
the Mount Washington area was not settled by colonials until the second
quarter of the 18th century. Ecological factors formed a significant barrier
as colonials filled the broad river valleys of the Connecticut and Hudson
before turning to the uplands. National and intercolonial rivalries further
hampered settlement of this northwestern colonial frontier. Native American
antagonism was brought on by the fur trade and colonial wars, and New York,

Massachusetts, and Connecticut held conflicting claims to the area between the
Hudson and Connecticut Rivers. In spite of claims to western Berkshire County

by the New York manors of Livingston and Resselaerwick and the Patent of

Westonbrook, the Massachusetts General Court began granting land for townships

along the Connecticut border in 1722 to strenghten their hold through settler
occupation.

The townships along the southern border expanded during the brief period of
peace at the close of King George's War, and continued to grow during the
French and Indian War, protected from depredations by the northern line of
forts. This area known as Taghknac received settlers at this time though it
was unincorporated by Massachusetts, and a portion was claimed by Livingston
Manor to the west. Petition wasmade to the Massachusetts General Court as

early as 1753 that the land be granted to the early settlerSf-affarrJJInjrn 3vw
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| 1See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):
n preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested Px| State historic preservation office
| previously listed in the National Register | 10ther State agency
| previously determined eligible by the National Register | I Federal agency
|designated a National Historic Landmark I ILocal government
|

Irecorded by Historic American Buildings | University
Survey # other
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # NHC Survey #10

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 93 arrpc;

UTM References

AL~ LU . JoL B L .
one asting Northing Zone Eastin Northing
9
DI I 1 1 11 J L [

fyi See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See assessors' map

| |See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The | ot described above i s that historically associated v/iith the property.

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle James Parrish, Preservation Consultant, with Claire Dempsey
oraanization  I'iassachusetts Historical Commission date ?7 Anril "10QR7
ganlzatlon .617

street &numberBoylStOn 'Street telephone _ 727-8470

city or town Boston .state  MA zip cQUe02116

ik
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parish be established. Conflict with the manors, however, was common during
these years, and beginning in 1749 the border was troubled by raids
culminating in the land riots of 1766. In the Livingston Manor, Mount
Washington-area raids were common during the 1750s, and in 1755 a raid on the
nascent settlement resulted in the death of William Rice, and the persistent
fear of "repeated assaults from Livingston and Ranslans (Rensselaer)
Banditti." During a second raid in 1757 several houses were burned.
Confident that the outcome of petitions and border claims would be in their
favor, these extra-legal residents organized a proprietorship in 1757 and
surveyed land allotments in 1759-60. Incorporation petitions were repeated in
1774, 1776, and 1777, and Mount Washington was finally incorporated in 1779.

Like settlers in many peripheral towns established during the late 18th
century. Mount Washington townsmen focused their resources on their homesteads
and few social institutions augnented the family and town meeting. Benjamin
Osborn purchased his lot of 93 acres, nuirbered 34 in 1759, and he and his wife
settled there to raise their family. The house they built is the only one
remaining from this critical formative period, a scarce surviving example of
the once more conrion small houses built by most colonials. The gable-roofed
house faces south, and clusters its rooms around a central chimney, in typical
New England form. |Its interest however is in its incorporation of only the
most basic of regional traits: one rather than two stories under the garret, a
three-bay rather than a five-bay facade, and a simpler floor plan
incorporating two rather than three major rooms. Study of of New England
vernacular forms is only currently addressing these small variations.

Little would differentiate the Osborn family had they not chosen, in 1781, to
welcome the Shakers to stay with them during their tour through New England.
The Shakers had their origin under the charismatic leadership of Ann Lee
(1736-84), a Friend of Manchester, England, who gathered followers to her
vision of New Birth through the mutual confession of sin, and of forgiveness
through Christ dwelling within her. Eight followers accompanied Mother Ann to
New York and settled in a celebate commune at Niskeyuna, eight miles northwest
of Albany, in 1775. Though viewed with suspicion, the newcomers gathered
followers, assisted by the religious awakening known as the New Light Stir
that influenced newly settled areas between 1778 and 1782. The Shakers were
strengthened by the ongoing threat of war, the awesome Dark Day of 1780, and
the presence in nearby New Lebanon of the disappointed followers of
millenialist Joseph Meacham. During this period they elaborated their
liturgical emphasis on song and movement, their theological emphasis on New
Birth, and their organization in extended family cooperatives.

continued



NPS Fom IMOO* OUB Afipm*  No. 102*0010

United States Department of tlie interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page Benjamin Osborn House, Mount Washington, Massachusetts

Apparently Benjamin Osborn and his family became interested in the emerging
sect, for their home was the first stop when the Shakers set out on their
round of "residential evangelism" in 1781-1784. In contrast to other
religious groups that focused evangelical efforts on interant preacher acting
alone, the Shakers moved as a group from community to cormunity, gathering
potential converts together for extended periods, and moving on when a new
core had coalesced. From Niskeyuna they came to Mount Washington where they
remained for ten days, and the Osborn family became the focus of this Shaker
outpost. The life of this Shaker group was short, however, for Benjamin died
ca. 1787, Martha ca. 1795, and his children had moved on to Canaan, New York.
The Shaker community, too, suffered loss and reorientation with the death of
Mother Ann in 1785, and of her successor James Whittaker in 1787. When nine
Shaker communities were formally organized between 1790 and 1793, Mount
Washington was not among them.

Benjamin Osborn's children sold the house and land in 1795, and the property
parallel the fortunes of the town through the nineteenth century. Mount
Washington grew rapidly during the prosperous years after the Revolution,
expanding from 67 in 1790 to nearly 500 during the second quarter of the 19th
century, and two farmers held the land for 18 then 27 years. When the town
began to decline in population after 1840, the owner defaulted and the farm
changed hands quickly. Three family owners held the property between 1865 and
1958-1961, when it was sold to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Management to become part of the Mount Washington State Forest.

The burying ground behind the house dates to about 1772, and includes family

members of the owners of adjacent lots. In 1829, the third owner of the house

Jesse Coe, sold the small lot, measuring one chain eleven links by one chain
thirteen links, to Charles Patterson who is buried there. It is currently

owned by the town. While its significance is not directly tied to Benjamin

Osborn, the burying ground, as Mt. Washington's oldest, holds important associations
with the town's earliest development and is therefore, considered contributing.
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CZI owner objection

ED appeal
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Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date 7

Date Due:

]htt«r9d iK IMhAction:

RETURN.
REJECT.

Federal Agency:

CD appeal CD NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated * unaltered * original site

CD good I lruins » altered e  moved date.

o fair | | unexposed

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates
| boundary selection
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