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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present physical appearance of the church is the same as its
original coastruction, although the Rectory has been altered somewhat.

St. Columba's has a long, narrow Basilican nave, flanked by a
cempanile tosard the left rear with an attached Rectory behind that,
There is a small landscapped yard siving on-site setting to the curved
portico entrance a2nd the campaanile.

The wnole zsroup is of gray stoae anich is probably gray granite.»

Above the apse-like eatraaca portico are apse-like roofs aad zables,
featuriag Barouue in bthe detailing aad curvad buttrasses.

The austare interior of marble and marble simulation has a subdued
gold effect shich is both digaified and restful. The saanctuary curved
with a half-domsd ceilinag.

tiost notable inside, nosev:r, is the curved barrel vaulting covering
the Basilican nave. There are sizable arches of Jdormer windows.

The church, iasiue aad out, is someshat decorated but not over
oraamental, as it relies chiefly upon its skillful haadliag of the com-
posed inter-relatedness of its various pleasiag shapes and forms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance is chiefly architectural, bsing the outstanding
one-of-a-kind in the major city of Newark,

Ia contrast to the earlier Greck Revival Period (also the Gothic
Revival anda Richardsoa Komaiesque), St. Columba's is Newark's best
classical church of the o0 year period after the Gresk Revival, which
had a national peak in the 1690's when classical renaissaace largely
succeeued Richardson Romaadesgue. It is most stately in its classicsl
graideur, varying from austere Homan to Baroque, Jith its rough-hewa
stone particularly of the attached Rectory even relating to the
Richaruson style.

Accoraing to a forgottea source, it is "a building of Renaissance
style, copied from the Royal Chapel at Versailles",

It also has an exceptionally fine exempie of = Romsn Basilica with
barrel vaulting and classical columns,

It, thus, may be describeu as zither Freach Reaaissaace or Italian
Renaissaace - in its adaption from Roman classical precedeats. The
curved apse-like, columned entrance is definitely classical iaclination
toward 3aroque (Ffreach or Jenetian), w~hile ths bell tower is typically
an Itelian campanile toward the side-rear,

The architect was Charles wmdwserds, St. Aloysius Church (RC) was
also doae by Charles Tdisards, in the same gjeneral classical style and
materials aad :lso with a siue campanile and a curved portico (coraer-
stone 1906). (harlas sdsards wes a Paterson, idew Jerssy architect who
did various high classical works. He died in Paris in 1921,

Frowm The Catholic Church in New Jersey, Joseph M, Flyan, are the
follouging excerpts: Wlhe Jream of the Catnolics of dewark that they were
soon to have their cathedral, froating Liacoln rark and rearing aloft its
cross among the mansions of ths city's finzacisal manates, sesmed to oe on
the verge of realizatioa whea Jr, Corrigan, the administrator, laid the
coraer-stone or the catheural chapel, dovember 21lst. 1869, The chapel was
indeed, erected, but the cathedral sas not, oa that site at least. In the
autumn of 1871 the Aeveread Charles A, Seilly, oae of the pro-cathedral
staff, sas appointed to organize a aes parish in the southera section of
the city, and around the cathedral chepel the congregation grew. (Con't.)
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The Cavcholic Church ia dew Jersey,

Joszph L, Flyaa, 1904
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As the designated State.Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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After a short time the aname of the church sas chaaged to 3t. Columba - the-
"Dove of the Church", a scion of the royal house of Leiaster, son of the
great Niell, aand Apostle of Caledonia, Father Reilly was bora in the couaty

Cavan, Ireland,"

Congressional Represeatation

Clifford P, Case = United States 3eaator
Harrisoa A, Jilliams - United 3tates Senator
Peter J. Rodino, Jr. - Congressman (10th Jistrict)




