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The Teller House ¥s a four-story (and basement) Romanesque Revival
brick building construbted on a square plan, Additions to the back (south)
and the west side of the building have been made in recent years. The
windows on the secondf third and fourth floors, eleven irregularly placed on
each floor in the froht, and nine irregularly placed on each floor on the
west and east side, e double hung 2/2 with plain stone lintels. The
original boxed crowning cornice is missing.N\

%\Iron braces unde {he windows on the second and third floors on the
north and east sides §nde supported wrought iron "promendde balconies,”
placed there in 1873 rder that the building would not look like a "New
England factory.” \It \s hot clear when the balconies were removed but it was
done before Central Cit¥ "revival® in the early 1930s., All second, third
and fourth floor windows on the front, east and west sides have iron pins on
each side. These once held metal shutter doors, removed at an unknown date.

The ground under the hotel slopes gently toward the east., Thus the
front of the building requires additional foundation and additional steps
into the entrances toward the east. The front of the building has an
arcading design pattern with Roman arches over the large main door, off
center to the right, and three smaller dorrs, and six large windows. One of
the smaller doors is to the west of the main entrance and the other two are
to the easts In order, they enter into the main desk of the hotel, the
Teller House Bar and the Little Kingdom Bar. The main entrance is flanked
by street lamps and opens into the main hallway and stairway.

The assay office is a one-room, one-floor addition at the west end of
the building, flush with the front of the Teller House but running only about
half way along the west side of the building., It was added before 1900, It
is made of a slightly lighter color brick than the Teller House proper. Its
facade continues the arcade appearance with a center double door with glassed
arch transom, an arched window on either side. (The Assay Office is now used
primarily as a ticket office.,) The roof of the Assay Office is a balcony
with a wooden post balustrade which lines the balcony and extends to the rean
of the building on the west side, forming a narrow walkway from the balcony
to the rear, One French door opens onto the balcony on the Assay Office roof]
and another provides access to the walkway near the rear of the building.
There is a similarly balustraded flight of steps leading to the ground from
the rear of the balcony. The remainder of the ground floor behind the Assay
Office is a flowered terrace, used as a restaurant during the tourist season,
Eight wood cut-out brackets support the walkway above,

The addition at the rear of the building is irregular in plan., It
consists of a three-floor extension from the west side of the building and a
one-floor extension from the east side which is the kitchen, Fire stairs
lead from the fourth floor down to the roof on the one-floor addition and
from its roof to the ground.

In the center of the building is an irregularly-shaped courtyard. In
the early years it was noted for its many flowers, but today it is another
eating area. On the second and third floors on the east side of the court
are balconies, fronted by a wooden balustrade.

The long bar and seven of the eight frescoes in the Teller House Bar
are said to be original. The frescoes are of classical subjects and were
painted by English illustrator Charles St. George Stanley. When the Teller

House was refurbished in the 1930s, the frescoes were found under several
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A popular attraction in the Teller House Bar is the "Face on the Barroom
Floor," It was inspired by a poem written by Hugh Antoine D'Arcy, first
published in 1912, The face on the Teller House barroom floor was painted by
Denver artist and newspaperman Herndon Davis in 1936 while on a “convivial larkd
Directly behind the main hall and the hotel lobby is the large Teller Housgq
restaurant, in between the indoor courtyard to the east and the outside court
to the west.

The wide, red-carpeted, one~landing staircase is to the left of the main
entrance and has intricately carved newel posts. '

The front half of the second floor is display area and part of the tour
conducted through the hotel, A large room in"the northeast corner of the
second floor, with some smaller side rooms, is called "the Governor's Suite,”
and displays classic furniture of the 1870s and 1880s. Facing the stairway in
the front center of the building is the "Baby Doe Room" in teakwood and gold
leaf trim. The dainty Victorian Rococo furniture in the room was originally
owned by Baby Doe Tabor, elfin second wife of Colorado's famed "boom and bust"”
Carbonate King, H.A.W. Tabor, _ ‘
The remainder of the bedrooms on the second floor are generally larger thar
those found on the third and fourth floors. Much of the Victorian furniture on
the top three floors is said to be original to the hotel. Missing furniture hag
been replaced by authentic replicas of the 1870s and 1880s. (Several rooms
contain furniture sets.)

There are thirty-five rooms on each of the top two floors., Not all of
the rooms have been restored, and work is currently underway in some of them.
The interior of the Teller House was greatly deteriorated at the time of
the Central City "revival” in the early 1930s. In reclaiming it, the owners
are attempting to return it, as much as possible, to its original appearance and
condition, .In most roomsg as in the bar, layers of wall paper were peeled off
and the original walls and flooring were reconditioned,

Some repair work has been done recently on the roof, and the exterior of
the building is in good condition. The glass roof over the courtyard leaks
during heavy rains. And the plumbing and the electrical wiring throughout the
building needs work.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Teller House is one of the oldest and most famous buildings in
Central City. It was built by Henry M. Teller (Colorado's leading Senator
from 1876-1909 and Secretary of the Interior between 1881 and 1885) and his
brother, Willard Teller, during 1871 and 1872, According to one contempo-
rary guidebook (Frank Fossett, Colorado, New York: 1880), it was the
largest and most elaborately furnished hotel in the Territory, outside of
Denver., At the peak of Central City's fame in the 1870s and, again during
its revival in the 1890s, the hotel served as the gathering place for the
mining camp's society and for much of the elite of Colorado.’ It also
hosted prominent business, political and social figures from the United
States and Europe during its days of glory. For example, during April 1873
President Grant and his party walked drom their stagecoach to the Teller
House over a sidewalk of silver ingots. Once in the hotel the group was
served an eight-course meal and was introduced to the community leaders of
Central City and Black Hawk.,

The Teller House served as a boundary line beyond which the great fire
of May 1874 did not go as it destroyed Central City's business district,
Thus the hostel is among twenty some buildings in the area which did not
burn. TIts ninety-nine years of existence make it an old structure for the
Rocky Mountain region,

Since 1932 it has served as a cultural and social headquarters for the
music festival sponsored in Central City by the nationally famous Central
City Opera House Association. At the present time it is still used as a
hotel, although much of the building functions as a museum to thousands of

visitors helping to tell the story of life in a Colorado mining town in the
late 1900s, ?
M
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