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Narrative Description

Richard B. Harrison School occupies three parcels on West Noble Street and on South Brevard Street  
on the west side of the town of Selma In Johnston County, North Carolina. The sits on 6.84 acres in 
a historically African American residential area. The site an agricultural building constructed in 
1953 with a 1965 bricklaying addition; a gymnasium and building built in!955; and the 
1956 elementary classroom building. A field ca. 1950 and a mid-twentieth-century 
concrete block pump house also occupy the parcels. The gymnasium and classroom building is used for 
community basketball games and to house a Head Start preschool, while the elementary school building 
remains unoccupied. The Richard B. Harrison Alumni Association owns the building and

shop and it as its headquarters and space. The site occupied by Harrison 
as the hub for African American public the late nineteenth century into the 1980s. 

Three buildings devoted to education once on the parcels. In 1880, a two-room 
which is no longer extant, built at the south side of the parcel. Later, an early twentieth-century frame 
school that had served white students moved to the site and functioned until it burned on February 4, 
1933, It replaced by a three-story, brick building constructed in 1935 with New Deal funding. In 1948, 
that building received a ten-room addition. The 1935 and its were demolished in 1995.

The property is bounded on the northeast by West Noble and West Watson on the northwest 
by South Brevard Street; on the southwest by West Preston Street; and on the by South Green and 
South Smithfield Streets. For the purposes of the property description, northeast will be referred to as north; 
northwest as west; southwest as south; and as The property of three the 
Town of owns parcels contain the 1955 and 1956 buildings, while the 1953/1965 building

on a parcel the ownership Richard B. Harrison Alumni An additional 
parcel just north of the elementary building and West Noble Street once contained the 1935 
three-story, brick school building, which demolished in 1995. Until recently that parcel contained a

area; a monument to the 1935 building composed of a granite base topped by a historic school bell; 
and a lot. the March 2012 photo (Photo #1) was taken, temporary buildings have been 
constructed on the parcel. This parcel is not included in this nomination,

Agricultural Building and Bricklaying Shop 
1953; 1965 
Contributing Building

The one-story, brick-veneer building on a concrete is oriented with its
roof running It on the west end of the nominated parcels and of the site 

of the 1935/1948 school building that demolished in 1995. Wide overhanging with
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soffits the length of the and west elevations, while a molded crowns each gable end of 
the roof. Two brick chimney from the interior of the west the 

north end. The northern two-thirds of the building is the portion built in 1953 as the
education building; the third to 1965 and originally served as to 

masonry to Original metal awning windows remain and are set in of 
three or four. Windows on the north end have four horizontal in while others have three

Two windows on the west and one on the north two 
All windows on Two   in the 1953 

section  the elevation. The of these a of what a 
bay, but that infilled with brick. A half-glazed door to the bricklaying shop is located 

on the end of the and a door is the north end of the
An bay a the of the 

end.

The of three rooms of different and industrial arts
took are block, while are the
floor is and the is an type with and

are five-panel types. A room the of the
1953 portion. A small room, an office, and a restroom are located at the north end of this meeting 

A wood to the of the room to a to a loft for A
from the of the room to a that occupies the north 

of the building; a door on the wall of the hallway to the exterior. The 
floors are concrete and covered in linoleum tiles. Modern fluorescent lights are installed on the sheetrock 
ceiling. An original chalkboard remains on the wall. Another hallway from the

the 1965 which a This room has the 
truss and A divided-light and on the end room's north 
wall to a Double-leaf, five-panel wood on the end of the north to a 

room. A door above the double to an enclosed loft for

1956
Contributing Building
W. W. Hook and B. Atwood Skinner,

site the 1935 the is 
a long, one-story, red brick veneer building topped by a low roof with 
eaves with concrete on the elevations. Like the agriculture building and
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bricklaying shop, it is with its and Its is the
bays on the and elevations are banks of metal-frame that 

top a continuous brick sill. Many windows their others lost their but plywood 
has placed on the inner of each window to protect the interior. At the north end of both

a smaller, two-light, window the illuminate the 
on of the corridor at the north of the building. An a 

blind the north end, which is devoid of windows. The of 
the north end project slightly beyond the west the roof. The 
displays a horizontal mark of an open canopy that connected the elementary classroom building to 
the 1948 wing of the 1935 school building. The removed when the 
demolished. A is on the end. A door a 
and transom plywood this Like the end, the 
and end of this elevation beyond the and west elevations. An on the 
south of the building that is nearly in is enclosed by a chain link It is likely that 
this contained equipment.

The well-preserved a corridor with on Concrete
from the exterior to the building's interior they The 

at the interior roof in the corridor. Small hopper windows are positioned on the upper corridor 
walls to provide for the circulation of air between the corridor and the classrooms. Walls throughout are 

block. In the corridor, of block the are with
to the ceiling. throughout are and tile

at the of each of the corridor tile the lower of their 
block walls.

Gymnasium and Classroom Building
1955; renovated in 2009
Contributing
W. W. Hook and B. Atwood Skinner, Architects

The gymnasium on a concrete foundation and South Green The
roof of the tall brick is with a one-story, low-gabled-roofed,

north at a the end The
end gym's a one-story, flat-roofed with It

a pair of metal doors. On the north end of the gym's a projecting, flat-roofed
vestibule contains modem metal doors. This entrance is projecting with

tails. A wide brick bay to the is by
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projecting set at a to the On Its north and the
fixed, metal-framed, nine-light windows on the wall. The are 

set In divided by full-height support the building's eaves. A one-story, 
flat-roofed locker room wing occupies the or west gable end of the gym. On both its north and south

double, modern with are set in a entry. Six, fixed, 
six- and pierce the of the addition. The wide

of the of the is on the and by 
louvered the top of the wall.

The gym's interior of a large basketball with a wood that to 2009
the floor. The of the floor an "H" at the center 

has and on the wall. The gym's below the
in synthetic Walls are brick, and throughout  to the 

exterior are modern wood with a window in each. A small office, a room, and entrance 
vestibules are located on the end of the gym, while the renovated and locker rooms and 
two custodial are on the west Modern pull-out type line the north and 
walls.

The three-classroom is attached to the end of the gym's north elevation. It is a one-story, 
rectangular, red brick-veneer building topped by a low roof with wide overhanging with 

rafter on the side Like the and it is 
with its and Its end beyond the and

in a to the building. The half of the 
north forward and an canopy with is at 
the intersection of this projection's wall and the building's north wall The canopy a double-

with The windows 
of one-over-one fill the formerly occupied by the 

metal-frame a brick sill the windows. of the bank 
and on the side of the end wall, is a entry composed of double- 
leaf metal doors with transoms. Nine windows identical to those on the west elevation pierce the

the end of this two rectangular Just to the is a bay 
in vinyl and by

The of the a corridor on the
corridor and one on the east side of the corridor Near the mid-point of the corridor, full-height

block walls project toward the of the corridor. Ghost marks on the floor indicate that 
once the middle of the corridor and that there been a in this
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dividing On the of the corridor at the of the are a
supply closet, and an office. The walls of the wing's interior are concrete block, are
modem tile, are acoustical tile, and are metal.

Pump House 
Ca. 1955
Contributing Building

A small, one-story, concrete block building of (behind) the gym It 
has a door, concrete foundation, and synthetic in is ends.

field 
Ca. 1950 
Contributing Site

A with a dirt infield and outfield is contained by chain link is located 
south of the gym.
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Summary

The mid-twentieth-century campus of Richard B. in Selma, North Carolina, 
National of Historic Places Criterion A in the of education, ethnic and 
social history and Criterion C for architecture as a locally of modernism as applied 
to a public campus. Although the main 1935/1948 school building was demolished in 
1995, the property the building and (1953; 
1965); the and its attached (1955; 2009), the

building (1956), and a mid-twentieth-century field. The chronicles the 
advancement of African American education in Selma in the mid-twentieth-century in the context of a

What are the 1950s and 1960s that 
the of School as an African 

and evoke the in County for African to 
materials, and buildings comparable to those white schools. These buildings to the 
when Brown v. Board of Education ofTopeka found for and African

a that the of a by white
the South. and the Civil Act of 1964, which

required to integrate, did not happen in Johnston County until 1970. 
Richard B. Harrison School holds significance on the local level for the period 1953 to 1970, the

Through its as an
Richard B. Criteria G for less 

fifty years or within the fifty

Historical Background

According to a by the Harrison School Alumni a two-room for 
African American children was built in 1880 to the rear of the Harrison complex. W, S. 
King and Roberta Bunn taught children up through in the building. Sometime in the

century, a known as the pay school, which had white 
in moved north on North Waddell to the 

School site and as the for Americans. The 1933 
Map Company map shows the two-story, elongated building labeled "Selma Graded School (Colored)"

Watson on a of the site the is currently 
W. S. as and Ms King, Whitley, and

Winston. In 1933, the the 
burned and replaced in 1935 by a three-story, brick building constructed by the Civil Works 
Administration and the Emergency Relief Administration of North Carolina. The building containing,
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among an auditorium, library, and West Noble and
burned in 1933. With the of the

new American schools, elementary in the northern of the 
county at Harrison School, for African Berry 
(1864-1935) who in the highly-popular Broadway play The Green Pastures and who taught

at North Carolina Agricultural Technical College in Ti'me 
Harrison on its on March 4,1935, just ten his J. W. McLean 

as of Harrison in 1928.'

In the late 1930s, officials the by Johnston County in regard to its African 
American In a of the and African in 1937 by 
the North Carolina Department of Public W. F. Credle out the 
county for its of elementary and He the county's 
transportation  Johnston County employed for white African American 

county in the mid-1950s  "the buildings furnished by the county" in 
for African He "it is all in North 

Carolina, populations, can follow the of Johnston."2

Martin Luther (M. L.) Wilson principal of the Harrison School in 1943 and would in 
until 1969. 3 His wife, Mildred Wilson, at for twenty-four 

in 1944 and in 1972.4

By the end of World War II, the county's overcrowded and of the 
buildings had deteriorated. At a joint of the Johnston County Board of Commissioners and the

County Board on December 27, 1946, it that all county's 
buildings, buildings, homes,

of the war, received no repairs or 1940,
to patch leaky roofs and to repair and cooling equipment. At the meeting, for
capital from W. F. Credle, who conducted a survey of the county's school buildings

the and Colored School, as in

1 "A Brief History of Richard B. Harrison School," in the Harrison School Alumni history room, Selma, N. C.; 
Otfmoski, African Americans in the Performing Arts (New York: Facts on File, 2003), 93-94; Time Magazine website, 
www time.com/covers. March 3, 2012.
2 North Carolina of Public of Local School Units in North Carolina & 

86, 188.
3 "Harrison Wilson to Retire," The Her aid, May 15, 1970.
4 "Mildred Wilson, 66, School Teacher (obituary)" The Herald June 19, 1979
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the minutes, as the in need of Credle recommended that ten be to the 
1935 in to overcrowding. 5

Not only were state officials urging expansion of the school, local officials appealed to the county board
of education to add at Harrison School. At its April 18, 1947, the

receiving a M. L. Wilson, the of the 
at a [an] addition be to their building at the 
moment."6 At its on May 26, the reported that it had

with heavy repairs and will plans and be ready to lei for additions to the Selma Colored
School."7 At its July 10, 1947, "it by the be at the

for the as School...and further Mr. W. W. Hook
and of Charlotte, be as for project."8 Hook, son of noted C.
C. Hook, practiced his the in 1938. W. W. Hook
the firm until his own death in 1963.9

From the fall of 1947 the late of the year, for the new addition at Harrison
went At its 10, 1947, the Hook to with

to his preliminary for a lunchroom in the
At the January 9, 1948, the board instructed the to to for bids to
construct the addition. The following month, the school board the contract to construct the

to Construction. 10 The addition to the 1935 ten and a 
in 1948. 11

In 1949, a total of fifty million in and
available for school construction leading to the building of hundreds of classroom buildings and support 

on North Carolina. 12

5 County 27, 1946, Raleigh.
6 Minutes of the Johnston County School Board, April 18,1947, Archives, Raleigh.
7 Minutes of the Johnston County School Board, May 26, 1947, State Archives, Raleigh.
8 Minutes of the Johnston County School Board, July 10, 1947, Archives, Raleigh.
9 Michelle Ann Michael, "Charles Hook (1870-1938)" on North A

http://ncarchiiccts.lib.ncsu.edu/people/POQO.2JJL. North University, 3,

10 of the County Board, 10, 1947, Archives, Raleigh; of the
County School Board, January 9,1948 Archives, Raleigh; Minutes of the Johnston County School Board, February 20,
1948, Archives, Raleigh,
11 "Selma is First in to get Lunchroom," The January 8, 1952.
12 Marvin R. A. and M. "School in Carolina," Architect, 1954, 11.
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As the at Harrison its At its 11, 1950, 
the school from the Keely Negro School to to Harrison 
the Kenly building "not for children to be in during winds." The board further 
"with the of the new of the Selma will be to take of 

pupils."0 For the 1950-1951 year, Wilson reported thirty-three and a 
total of 236 enrolled. 14

In 1950 a committee of the school board the and conditions of African American schools 
in the county. At this time, elementary schools in Johnston County other than the one at Harrison School

Clayton, Four Oaks, Princeton, Short Journey, High in 
Clayton, at Harrison School. As a of the county's African

the committee a of at county
the program, be built on The "strongly 

additions to school now but not under construction be as one-story 
structures." 15

In the early 1950s, School a for its The 
principal's for the 1950-1951 year a list 
English, world American 
sociology, science, biology, chemistry, health, and physical education, 
although the did not include a could participate in the 

and government. 16 The for 1951-1952 in to 
the in typing, I and II 
available. 17 By the 1952-1953 year, could in driver

13 Minutes of the Johnston County School Board, August 11, 1950, Archives, Raleigh.
14 School Principal's Report, B. School, 1950-1951, of Public Instruction, 
Division of Instructional Services, Supervision Curriculum Section, High School Principal's 1950-1955, 
Hertford-Johnston. Archives,
15 of the County School 11, 1950, Archives,
16 School Principal's Annual Report, Richard B. Harrison School, 1950-1951, of Public Instruction, 
Division of Instructional Services, Supervision and Curriculum Section, High School Principal's Annual Reports, 1950-1955, 
Hertford-Johnston. Archives, Raleigh.
17 High School Principal's Annual Report B. Harrison School, 1951-1952, Department of Public Instruction,

and Curriculum High Principal's Annual 1950-1955, 
Archives, Raleigh.

18 B. School, 1952-1953, of Public
Division of Instructional Services, Supervision Curriculum High School Principal's Annual Reports, 1950-1955,
Hertford-Johnston. Archives, Raleigh.
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In 1953, the one-story, building of 
the 1935 building. For the 1952 1953 school year, principal Wilson reported twenty-seven and 
233 enrolled. 19

At its January 6, 1954, the a report by Marvin R. A. Division of
School North of Public Instruction had
school in the county in November 1953 in order to their conditions. For Harrison School, the
report recommended a physical education building, two or three additional classrooms,
for the building. the board had a to for

in 1953, a for the proceeded.20 At a on 
January 12, 1954, the laid out a plan for a the 
The priority to the Harrison project, it in the of construction. They 
directed architect W. W, Hook and Ms associate B. Atwood Skinner to with plans for

and a physical education building at the Harrison School. The $100,000 
and county money,2

for the at the at the May 11, 1954, 
but no the and the fall.22 At the board's 
October 4, 1954, meeting, the county school superintendent, E. S. Simpson that the Harrison

a priority and would soon,23 Finally, at its 16, 1954,
the the for the School: Construction of Smithfield.24 
The gym, with its wing, was by the half of 1955.

In his annual report to the North Carolina of Public Instruction June 6, 1955,
Wilson that Harrison School to as a union school, one through
twelve, with 274 enrolled. He American

19 Principal's Report, B. School, 1952-1953, of Public
Division of Instructional Services, Supervision and Curriculum Section, High Principal's Annual Reports, 1950-1955.
State Archives, Raleigh.
20 Minutes of the Johnston County School Board, January 6, 1954, Archives, Raleigh;
21 of the County School 12, 1954, Archives,
22 of the County Board, 11, 1954,
23 Minutes of the County 4, 1954,
24 of the County 16, 1954, Archives,
^High School Principal's Annual Report, Richard B. Harrison School, 1954-1955, Department of Public Instruction, 
Division of Instructional Services, Supervision and Curriculum Section, High School Principal's Annual Reports, 1950-1955, 

Archives,
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In Johnston County at this W. M. Cooper High School in Ctayton and
County In Smltfafield.26

In May 1956, Marvin R. A. Johnson, who was now a from the North Carolina State Board of 
Education, provided an of the buildings at Harrison School. His findings at 
the May 7, 1956, meeting of the county school board. In his report, which was in the form of a letter, he 

that the facilities were In good condition, but

since this is quite it be not to build here 
at all, but to provide for more If it Is by the 
board such a procedure not be feasible, it be to build a 
minimum of new at the site to of immediate 
It is not a three-story addition be considered, but It Is

a one-story building or at most, two stories, be used. Since new construction 
consumes of the limited playground, it may be well for the school board to 
study the for playground and to more if possible.

Following Johnson's report, the superintendent a five- or six-room addition be made 
at Harrison School and that the architect study the plan and layout as the of this addition;27

In his report for the school ending In the of 1956, principal Wilson reported forty- 
six and 305 students enrolled. He reported that the school grounds were and 
'beautified * that [side]walks were laid. 28

At the July 2, 1956, county a the School
concerning a at Harrison School. The letter, by 

C. C. DuBose, a member of the the building be rooms, not six. 
DuBose stated during the previous ten years the from a twenty-five-teacher to 
one with forty-five teachers. The letter affirmed that if the trend continued, the six-room would 
prove inadequate the first year it Is put into service. The committee recommended an addition to

26 High School Principal's Report, Richard B. Harrison School, 1954-1955, of Public Instruction, 
Division of Instructional Services, Supervision and Curriculum High School Principal's Annual Reports, 1950-1955. 

Archives, Raleigh.
27 of the Johnston County School 7, 1956, Archives,
28 School Principal's Report, B. Harrison School, 1955-1956, of Public 
Division of Instructional Services, Supervision and Curriculum Section, High School Principal's Annual Reports, 1956-1960, 

Archives, Raleigh.
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instruction. The well but instruction
to DuBose. The to no on the of a lack of funds

because the for the new completed. 29

At the August 7, 1956, meeting, architect W. W. Hook and his B. Atwood Skinner, 
for the new for the

contractor, J. J. of for the electric, 
work,30 In his for the 1956-195? school year, Wilson 

reported that the "completion of elementary school during the year has 
for school use."31

At the June 2, 1959, board a by the of the Selma
Committee They a of "Trades and Industries" be added to the 

curriculum of Harrison School for the 1959-1960 school year. The board voted to look into the matter. 
At that of the by the board a new for

trades. 32

Principal Wilson's to the of Public for the
September 6, 1962 and ended June 4, 1963 provides a glimpse of the typical day for at 

Richard B. Harrison School. The day ran 8:30 to 3:25 and included six instructional of fifty
and Other

of and
club, (football, council, National Honor Society, 
school newspaper, New Farmers of America, New Homemakers of America.

During the early 1960s, as the at Harrison School, the of space a
On April 1, 1963 Wilson the to on

the building at Harrison School. He that the library, in the
1935 building, was inadequate in and design It had been built twenty-eight before, but

29 Minutes of the County School Board, July 2, 1956, Archives, Raleigh.
30 of the County Board, ?, 1956, Archives,
31 B. 1956-1957, of Public
Division of Instructional Services, Supervision and Curriculum Section, High School Principal's Annual Reports, 1956-1960-
State Archives, Raleigh.
32 of the Johnston County School Board, June 2, 1959, Archives, Raleigh.
33 School Report, 1962-1963, B. of Public of 
Instructional and Curriculum School and Reports, 

County, 1962-1963.
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time the by over hundred percent. He the to
the or build a He a "health suite" with a for

and a office. At the the a bed, to
wherever it The of a office had critical, to the
principal, "during the of pupils ill at day."
Finally, principal Wilson for a room for "audio visual equipment, books, and instructional 
supplies." The school board took no action on any of these matters.

On 11, 1964, a one hundred dollar for
approved, Wilson both white African American

the Smithfield Selma met with the to at 
in Wilson the for a library, but "the 
need for the of the education through the of trade and 
industries, carpentry and bricklaying." He reported a for "three or four more additional

to make provision for music, health, other activities."35 In his principal's report for 
1964-1965, Wilson that in to the library "such is to a limited 
Correction of this deficiency is imminent."3

The day, on 12, 1964 the "Program of New School and of 
Present Facilities Adopted by the Johnston County of Education," unveiled at the

meeting. Among the Harrison School's of 
library facilities, and a shop for and industry, specifically bricklaying.37

At its November 4, 1964, meeting, the instructed Harry Kirk McGee to
for the to the at School. McGee his

for a 41 x 46 to The the
be 1,800 and "that the and are with the use of two unit
heaters.  The for this the had a

effective January 1, 1965.38 The the and the in

34 Minutes of the County School Board, April 1, 1963, Archives, Raleigh.
35 County 11, 1963, Archives, Raleigh,
36 High Preliminary Report, 1964-1965, B. Harrison School, North Carolina, of Public 
Instruction, Division of and Curriculum High Principals* and 
Preliminary Reports, County, 1964-1965. Archives, Raleigh.
37 Minutes of the Johnston County Board, 12, 1963, Archives,
38 Minutes of the Johnston County School Board, November 4, 1964, Archives, Raleigh.



Approval No 1024-0010
(B-ee)

National Park Service

Of

Section number J8___ Page __1J__ B.
Johnston County, NC

1965. The never built, but the did temporary 
in 1965,

In 1965, Harrison School enrolled 1,194 in one through twelve with forty-four 
and the in the county. The for African

Hills in Four Oaks, 446 with teachers.39

On 19, 1966, Wilson the to
situations" at Harrison School. The most urgent needs, according to Wilson, for a classroom for the

who at the in the of the and for a 
for the "who is a in available,"

that a Usry's Inc. at the of $10,300 
tax, to relieve the shortage."40

During the 1967-1968 year, in practice, communication, and
mathematics to the Within the curriculum,

biology, physics, and Vocational
enrolled economics, which 129 and

carpentry and bricklaying, which fifty-six students. Male could football,
baseball; there were no sports, except cheerleading, for girls. Other extracurricular

chorus, and

The last at in 1969. the 1969-1970
Harrison School enrolled one nine. In 1970, the year the county's

Harrison School through In 1974, the ninth moved to
Smithfield-Selma in 1987.42

Today, the a the is for 
sporting The Richard B. Harrison High School Alumni the

39 Minutes of the County Board, April 13, 1965, Archives,
40 County Board, 19, 1966, Raleigh,
41 High School Principal's Annual 1967-1968, Richard B. Harrison School, Department of Public Instruction, 
Program Services Area, High School Principals* Annual and Preliminary Reports, Johnston County, 1967-1968. State 
Archives, Raleigh.
42 "Alumni Hoping to More Than of School," The 3, 
1987.
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building and bricklaying and ii for and to with 
the The Classroom vacant, but in condition.

Education/Black Ethnic Heritage/Seelal History Context

Public to African in the South during the
of by African and Northern philanthropists, 

the Fund, in 1917 by and
of Sears, Roebuck and Company. By the time the fund in 1932, It had built 813 
schools in North Carolina, including ten it had helped finance in Johnston County, none located in 
Selma.43

Despite toward for African the 
1920s all school in the maintained educational facilities for white African 
American Throughout the for equalization— in and —

by clergy, and students.44 In the early 1940s, for the of African
but it did not the per for 

so but equal" unequal.45

In 1940, County home to a of African The
for that twenty-two of the county's five to year 

African American.46

School construction and improvement received a big boost in 1949 with the first of bonds for
the construction repair of by the North Carolina General Assembly. county's

on in 1947-1948 deducted for In

43 W. "Saving the Schools," wwwTosenwaldplans,prg. 24,2012.
44 Thuesen, The and Public in North 
1919-1960" (Ph.D University of North Carolina, 248.
45 Jeffrey J. Crow, Paul D. Escott, and Flora J. Hatley, A History of African Americans in North Carolina (Raleigh: North 
Carolina Division of Archives History, 1992), 166.
46 U.S. of Commerce, Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Population Volume II: Characteristics of the 
Population, Part 5: New York-Oregon D.C.: 1943), 312,
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total, fifty million to county statewide.47 The 
would allocate more money for school construction In 1953 and in 1961.48

In 1954, the United States Court in Brown v. the Board of Education ofTopeka, 
the for in and public However,

districts, County, a court-approved of 
"freedom of choice" as a way to Freedom of choice did not but

turned control of enrollment the student over to local school boards. Even a 
1955 United Supreme Court order required school to in a timely 
so as to with Brown, North Carolina, for voluntary In 
1956, North Carolina's Plan, as It to be known, Instituted as a for

of school to legally the Court of 1954 and 1955. This 
amendment to the allowed to withdraw their children where 
children of another attended and provided them with to pay tuitions at schools.49 
The Johnston County Board of Education approved the Pearsall Plan at Its August 23, 1956, board 
meeting. 50

As a delay employed by and local only 2.3 
American majority white in the ten Brown. 51 In May 
1964, the JVew York Times reported that in North Carolina, the with the highest population of 
African American In its public   30 of the total 

  .537 schools. 52

When the Civil Act of 1964 law, it Brown to
to money, Including for funding. On March 4, 1965, the 

County School Board passed its "Plan of Compliance", a blueprint for meeting the stipulations set forth 
in the Civil Rights Act of 1964. A by Dr. Ralph Moody, Deputy Attorney General of North 
Carolina, at the as a to they comply with the Act. In it, he

47 etc, 1949-1950, in the of the North Carolina of Education, Teacher 
Allotment and General Control Division, Archives, N.C.
48 "Plans Ordered by to Up N.C, School Building Program," The Durham Sun, August 15, 1955; "Editorial by 
Governor Terry Sanford for Southern Architect," August 30, 1962, Southern Architect, September, 1962, 18.
49 Jeffrey J. Crow, Paul D. Escort, and Flora J. Hatley, A History of African Americans in North Carolina, 170.
50 of the County School Board, 23, 1956, Archives,
51 McDonough, Molly, "Making A North Threats and After to

Schools," American Bar Association Journal, April 1, 2004. www.abiournal.com/magazine/making_brown__real/.
52 Katherine Ohale, "The Career of Freedom of Choice: the Story of the County, North Carolina 
Schools" (Honors Essay, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2007), 32-33.
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that the Attorney General of the United under Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 "can
to the of any or and this is

the unit or not." He "neither the of
nor the and city of for this but live it

and they will to work with clay as is to No form of token compliance,
chicanery or subtle or of   no how crafty or cunning  

will in the end No or or any
to the of this statute."53

The Plan of Compliance that to be implemented for the 1965-1966 school year one of many
of in the In

Johnston County the to the United of Health, and 
(HEW) in Washington, D.C. Under Johnston County's April 15, 1965,

indicated no preference for a particular school through the use of the school board-created 
"pupil form," would be to the "the of

to be in the and of the to
and The they to color, 
or origin, but the to duty in a or 
facilities and overloading of teachers. 54

In a May 20, 1965, Keppel, U, S. for HEW, the
as "the which would be to find it to comply Title IV of 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964.55 One of HEW' s main complaints that of choice like 
the one in County the to on American who could 

and if they to a school, 56

After HEW its of the county a new and 
it at its June 23, 1965, meeting. Under it, if the first choice could not be honored, the child 

would the closest to his or her The for 
and and would the The 

sent to HEW for its review. 57

53 of the County 4, 1965, Archives,
54 of the County 4, 1965, Archives, Raleigh.
55 Minutes of the Johnston County School Board, May 15, 1965, Archives, Raleigh.
56 Ohale, 43.
57 of the Johnston County School Board, JUDC 23, 1965, Archives, Raleigh.
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The Smithfteld Herald reported the of the Johnston County on 1, 1965. 
the the County

by For the 1966-1967 only 230 African
American to the ran from April 
1 to April 30. 58

At the 7, 1967, meeting, a Harold B. Williams,
Commissioner for the Program HEW to
E. S. Simpson, of the Johnston County Schools, the letter "your [school]

is making relatively little in its schools." Williams went on to say that the 
county's for its be as an for the

of your for in As a of this 
rebuke, the the which for 
children. 59

The of the period and the it not to the
in of 1967, the a the Educational

Opportunities Program of HEW the recommending a on the 
before a examiner.60 At its meeting on November 15,1967, Johnston County school board

Dr. Donnie Jr., in to the HEW's of a hearing, "the
not a system" and he his that the The

for the he on to say the county's "is the American
he to fight the all the way to the Court."61

The to Washington, D, C, on 13, 1967, for the
on 14 15. the Mrs. Cole, 

who Bentonville. She she and her family been they
to their children to the white in Four Oaks. She that a had 

burned in her driveway and that three white men visited her to her from the
on or her a by 

white at the and the
by the county the had no to the

58
59 of the County 7, 1967, Archives,
60 of the County School Board, 5, 1967, Archives,
61 Minutes of the Johnston County School Board, November 15, 1967, State Archives, Raleigh,
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all for The a no 
later than February 20, 1968. 62

The the HEW was at the March 18, 1968, The
the had lost the and the HEW that

County "maintaining a which to on the 
of race or color under or activities receiving or potentially receiving of Federal

by the of Health, and Welfare." The HEW, as a 
the it

In March 1968, the county up with a to comply with the Civil Rights Act. The
ten for the 1969-1970 in the 

was African American. In the 1970-1971 year, the 
would eliminate any remaining elementary schools that had a predominantly African American

Finally, the to or more junior high to all in 
the The the to 
with African American to

On 8, 1970, County finally
African to Q. K. Wall,

the High as an principal in 1969, He went on 
to serve as Harrison School's principal from 1970 to 1975. Smithfield-Selma Senior High School

six Harrison School, but in so to the 
The new one of the six its 

colors. 65

Architecture Context

The buildings at the School the forward-thinking 
movement of the 1950s and early 1960s as applied to public school in North Carolina. The 

at not a in and for
in the 1950s 1960s, but a in This in 

building occurred in the early 1950s as a of the North Carolina

62 of the County Board, 3, 1968, Archives, Raleigh.
63 Minutes of the County March 18, 1968, Archives,
64 Minutes of the Johnston County School April I, 1968, Archives, Raleigh.
65 Ohale, 56.
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Assembly's of the School Plant Construction, and Fund in 1949. Under 
this bill, the legislature authorized the of the first to be for school 
construction, an led to a of construction the that

This to the to the by the for 
construction and it was "a to for the 

public schools...upon a basis.66 On June 24, 1949, the of
which the fund other regulations, the 

stipulated that money allocated to counties could not be to build additions to structurally
The "there be a just and of funds within the 
as between the races."67 As a of the 1949 North a

for with the 
as plumbing and to

Following the initial bond in 1949, the Board of Education a role in 
construction and In October of that year, it announced a joint effort with the North Carolina 

of Design to a at the for on the 
school-building The that Ernest J. Kump Jr., a 

from California, and Harriman, a New
participate in the three-day workshop.68 The Board of Education and of Design 
a workshop, called the of Planning, in December 1950, with William W. Caudill, 
an architect from Texas Agricultural & Mechanical College, and Harriman serving as Douglas 
Haskell, of Architectural Forum, and Lyon Reid, a
California, on the program.69 At to use 
for and the and building,

the of modernism.70

66 of North Carolina Laws and Resolutions, 1949, 1020, 1155-1159.
67 and in the of

and Division, 1949-1955, N.C.
68 Jobs Get Approval," 7, 1949, in the of

and 1949-1950, 
N.C.
69 Letter from John L. Cameron, Director of the Division of Sdhoolhouse Planning and Surveys, to Mr. J. E. Hunter, 
Department of Public Instruction, November 22, 1950, in the Records of the North Carolina Department of Public

Division Planning, Director, 1949-1950, Archives, N.C. 
76 David Black, "Early Modern in with the

Carolina," Form, 
E-16.
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The move in a trend, along in North Carolina by
the and the at North was

in 1948 with Henry as its Not only did the of Design
in the of School in 1949 and 1950, but in 1949,

"Terry" Waugh, of the School of Design, supervisor of the state's Office of School House
Planning, the school's to in 
North Carolina. 71

The at School exemplify the as to buildings, a 
movement that occurring the and which in the construction of of similar 

in the The one-story, brick,
the post-World War II the into the flat 

while to fill the 
felt the In North Carolina, gymnasium less

buildings so that built in the 1950s the overall of
and flat or frequently, 
gyros were built on in the

Walter Williams Hook and Benjamin Atwood Skinner (1923-1996) as architects for the
building and the and W. W. Hook, in 

1902, the son C. Hook. He at 
Columbia 1921 to 1923. He joined his firm in 1924 and the Hook's

in 1938, W. W. Hook took over the firm, well known for and 
buildings North Carolina. Hook in 1963.72 B. Atwood Skinner, who as the

for Richard B. School, was in Rock Hill, Carolina and
up in Charlotte, After in World War II, he North Carolina and 
a job in W. W, Hook's in Charlotte. his with Hook, he lived in Wilson so that he 
could the many projects the firm had in North Carolina. When it to set up his 

in the late 1950s, he Wilson for the location of his for the town.73

71 Black, E-16.
72 W Hook," Southern Architect, 24; Ann Hook," North 
Carolina and Builders: A Biographical Dictionary, & North 
University www.ncarchitects.lib.ncsu.edu. 15,2012.
73 Atwood III (son of Benjamin Atwood Skinner), with the Author, August 16, 2012; 
United Federal Census, www.ancestry.com August 15,2012.
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his the 1961 and his both in 
Wilson.74 The he still in Wilson as Lamm, Hood & PA. 75

During the period Harrison School architects took in
in it to In an in the October 1954 of

Architect, Marvin R. A. AIA and M, Morrison 
"Unless the which to a 
and to one site and location and to he an opportunity for 
developing a and more appreciation of architecture by the lay public."7 In his 1954 work, 
Toward Design, William W. Caudill during this period, "the

'contemporary' and won. not only to 'modern,' but to
it. So the had no but to try to schools."77

the light-filled, the for the 
pupil. 78 Johnson, Morrison, Caudill, and architectural of the period to

of improvements in materials, design, building in school to 
could be by the public.

B. is the or in the
of in the Clayton High
School's surviving classroom building to 1955, as does the gymnasium an industrial
arts The 1955 an in 1963, the

and a Other in 1 a
and in 1972, the a More in 1977 and

in 1998, a two-story, and a A new was in 2003 and a
thirty-classroom to the in 2006. Although the Clayton High School

mid-twentieth-century buildings, they obscured with large additions.

The County School, a for on in
a in 1963. the

at School, it on its

74 Wilson," 15,2012.
75 "Skinner, Lamm, & PA," Survey of North Firms, North 
www.lib.ncsu/specialcQJlcctions, August 15,2012.
76 Marvin R. A. and Boyce M. Morrison, "School in North Carolina," Southern Architect, 1954, 
14.
77 William W. Caudill, Toward Better School Design (New York: F. W. Dodge Corporation, 1954), 16.
78 Caudill, 13.
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Modernism in is in or two
in the downtown. The 1963 United Post Office at 308 North Raiford is a 

brick building with a flat roof. Full-height concrete support a full-width structure that 
forms a brise soleil at the center of the facade. Plate windows the fully-glazed door on the

are The and Trust Company at 212 North to 
1968 and is a low-slung, one-story, a flat and a wide 
cornice the of the

Richard B. Harrison School, composed of three buildings from the mid twentieth-century, is the most
complex the period in County, The school, 

which the of much its
the of African as their supporters the school 

board for adequate buildings to accommodate swelling populations the post-World War 
II baby boom. The school the of modernism to institutional buildings during a

the School of Design at North 
Carolina College in Raleigh. The it influenced the

of buildings with the State Board of
Education. Across North Carolina hundreds of school from the 1950s and 1960s, like at 
Harrison School, show the influence of the School of Design and the it during this 
period.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary 6.84 a of the
with B. School. The Is parcels: a 0,5-acre lot (PIN 
No. 261517-00-7738) the a 0.5-acre lot (PIN No. 261517-00- 
6830) the agriculture building its addition; a 5.84-acre lot (PIN 
261517-00-8673) containing the gymnasium and its wing as well as the pump house and 
field to the south of the buildings.

Boundary Justification

The the the the 
court, the historically with Richard B. School. An 
that contained the 1935/1948 school building Is excluded as the building no and the property 
has had temporary buildings constructed on It.
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