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This structure is an example of Romanesque architecture, 
which was erected at the cost of $125,OOfc. It is built 
of satin-smooth red brick and grey stone.

ne of the unique features of this building is the geo­ 
metrically patterned quarry floors which were

The courtroom on the third floor is massively decorated 
with handcarved solid oak paneling. Corridor walls 
throughout the building are accented with cedar wainscotting

The clock in the tall brick and stone tower is a unique 
feature in itself, for it has been in service for seventy- 
six years, and is considered a mariner's landmark. 

»
The tower which houses the clock and bell mechanism is 
143 feet tall and is Romanesque in design. -.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

he stately and impressive Jefferson County Courthouse in 
Port Townsend was built ±n^LS92 and is now the oldest 
courthouse in the state. The brick building was built by 
contractor John Rigby and designed by^W. A.. 
Ritchie also designed the Spokane County Courthouse, uti­ 
lizing a completely different style. The total cost of the 
building was approximately $125,000. In 1964 the lower 
floor of the building was renovated. An elevator has also 
been installed.

The courthouse has a commodious formal courtroom, a wide 
staircase, and carved oak woodwork. A tall, steeple-like 
clocktower serves as a beacon, visible from any direction, 
including the sea, as one nears the city. The clock was 
shipped around Cape Horn to this community before the turn, 
of the Century.

The building took two years to construct. Eleven stone­ 
cutters and twelve brick masons were utilized in the carv­ 
ing of stone and elaborate column capitols and the laying 
of 4,000,000 hnreks shipped from St. Louis.

All county business is transacted here. The jail is 
housed on the ground floor of the building. Jefferson 
County was organized from Lewis County (one of the state's 
original eight counties) in 1852. A large portion of the 
county is in the Olympic National Park. The county fronts 
on both the Pacific Ocean and Puget Sound.

Port Townsend, the county seat, has a number of Victorian 
Buildings. The elegant courthouse, with its towers and 
fine detailed styling, blends beautifully with the char­ 
acter of the community.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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