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1. Name of Property 
Historic name: Klir Beck House "The Gnomes" Additional Documentation - Removal 
Other names/site number: ---
Name of related multiple property listing: n/a 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

2. Location 
Street & number: Klir Beck Road 
City or town: Vienna State: Maine County: Kennebec 
Not For Publication: n/a Vicinity: Mount Vernon 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I 
hereby certify that this X nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the 
documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places 
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property __ meets ~does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

national statewide 

Applicable National Register Criteria: 

A B C D 

~ St/PD 

MAINE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

local 

~ 2. 2.i) I 

Date 

In my opinion, the property _meets_ does not meet the National Register 
criteria. 

Signature of commenting official: Date 

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION - REMOVAL KENNEBEC COUNTY, MAINE 
Name of Property County and State 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

_ entered in the National Register 

_ determined eligible for the National Register 

_ determined not eligible for the National Register 

~moved from the National Register 
oth :) ________ _ 

~ 

ure of the Keeper 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private 

Public - Local 

Public - State 

Public - Federal 

Category of Property 

(Check only one box.) 

Building(s) 

District 

Site 

Structure 

Object 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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KLIR BECK HOUSE "THE GNOMES" 
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION - REMOVAL KENNEBEC COUNTY, MAINE 
Name of Property County and State 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph 

(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the 
period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) (Refer to photographs) 

This documentation is presented to remove the Klir Beck House "The Gnomes" in Vienna, 
Maine from the National Register of Historic Places. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.) 

The Klir Beck House, also known as "The Gnomes" (NR: 77000067) was listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places on November 23, 1977 in recognition of its architectural 
significance. Set in rural Kennebec County in an area of woodland and lakes, "The Gnomes" 
was a unique example of early 20th century eclectic architecture. The house was designed by 
Klir Beck, a man of broad artistic talent who was skilled in a variety of crafts, and who is 
perhaps best known for the dioramas in the Maine State Museum that depict Maine's flora and 
fauna. The eclectic house was essentially Tudor Revival in design but also drew from a 
multitude of European revival styles. On January 27, 2000 a fast moving fire destroyed the 
house, which was subsequently demolished. A portion of the attached garage was saved and 
remains on the lot {Town of Vienna tax map 11, lot 52). The garage is not significant. 

This additional documentation is submitted in order to remove the Klir Beck House "The 
Gnomes" from the National Register as per 36 CFR 60.15 (a)(1) because "the property has 
ceased to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register because the qualities which 
caused it to be originally listed have been lost or destroyed ... ". A copy of a newspaper article 
recording the fire is enclosed. 

8. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.) 

McGillvray, Dan. "Klir Beck home burns in Vienna." Kennebec Journal, January 28, 2000, 
section B1 . 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
~ previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
0 designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
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0 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
D_recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # 

Primary location of additional data: 
~ State Historic Preservation Office 
0 Other State agency 
0 Federal agency 
0 Local government 
0 University 
0 Other 

Name of repository: __ _ 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _44_8 __ -__ 0 __ 0 __ 04 ____ _ 

10. Form Prepared By 

name/title: Michael Goebel-Bain / Architectural Historian 
organization: Maine Historic Preservation Commission 
street & number: 55 Capitol Street 
city or town: Augusta state: Maine zip code: 04333-0065 
e-mail: michael.w.goebel-bain@maine.gov 

telephone: (207) 287-5435 
date: 29 March 2017 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

• Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. 

• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key all photographs to this map. 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This lnfonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is 
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.), 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, 
Washington, DC. 
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tfrontations expected when hearings begin 011 Saturday • BJ mum 

Local 

Sla1f photo / JOE PHELAN 

An exeavator tears down a section of the former Kllr Beck house as several fire departments mop up after 
a fire damaged the home. 

KENNEBEC JOURNAL. [B -Friday, January 28, 2000 1 

Photo courtesy Maine Historic Preservation Commissi01 

The Kllr Beck house is shown In this file picture before the Thursda1 
fire. 

Klir Beck home burns in Vienna 
Owners were in process 
of extensive renovations 
By DAN McGILLYRAY 
Special to the Kennebec Journal 

VIENNA- No one was injured 
Thursday morning when a fast-mov­
incr firp ,ip~trnvo~ tho fnrmP,. Tl"'Hr 

wild animals. 
When the fire started around sun­

rise, Cynthia and her grown daugh­
ter, Janna, were in their upstairs 
bedrooms. Cynthia's son, Harlan, 
was in a ground-level connecting 
--~-- - - ,. ..... - 1 • • • • 



Owners were in process 
of extensive renovations 
By DAN McGILLV'RAY 
Special to the Kennebec Journal 

VIENNA - No one was injured 
Thursday morning when a fast-mov­
ing fire destroyed the former Klir 
Beck house, a local showpiece of 
various architectural styles. 

The home's three occupants es­
caped shortly after smoke started to 
billow through the historic home 
around 7 a.m. Four cats perished in 
the blaze, but four dogs, including 
two adopted greyhounds, escaped 
from the burning house near Flying 
Pond. · 

"When we ar-

wild animals. 
When the fire started around sun-

rise, Cynthia and her grown daugh­
ter, Janna, were in their upstairs 
bedrooms. Cynthia's son, Harlan, 
was in a ground-level connecting 
wing of the home, which was saved. 

Robert Knudson, a microscope in­
strument maker at the Marine Bio­
logical Laboratories in Woods Hole, 
Mass., was at work. He spends most 
weekends in Vienna. 

Janna, a California resident, had 
been visiting for the past two weeks. 
She said the smoke was so thick she 
had to feel along the walls to find the 

outside door. I 
Ljunggren said 

rived, there was 
smoke showing 
only. The fire 
started in the cel­
lar," said Jon 
Ljunggren, Vien­
na's fire chief. 

"They had dumped 
a lot of money into 
the house. It was • 

four firefighters 
entered the cellar 
of the home to 
fight the flames. 
But they left the 
enclosed area be­
cause of safety 
concerns .after a 
loud warning horn 
was sounded 

The smoke 
quickly turned to 
flames, which shot 
through the roof 
just as the sun 
started climbing 
over nearby trees 

well on its way to 
being restored." 

"It's a terrible 
Neighbor John Jones time to fight a fire. 

and temperatures 
hovered in the teens. Firefighters 
from all local mutual-aid towns were 
on the scene with crews from Bel­
grade, Chesterville and Farmington. 

Robert and Cynthia Knudson 
bought the one-of-a-kind home in 
the fall of 1996 and started restoring 
the interior, exterior and grounds. 
Unoccupied for several years before 
their purchase, the home - which 
was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places - had fallen into 
disrepair. 

Beck, a well-known artist, bought 
the 19th-century farmhouse in the 
1920s and transformed its classic. 
New England look into a home with 
Old World flair. He died in 1966. 

Beck's name surfaced in 
statewide news stories last year 
when legislators decided to move 
his State House dioramas, a series 
of artistic backdrops and mounted 

Most of the men 
are at work," said 

Ljunggren. At least 50 volunteer 
firefighters appeared to be on the 
scene and fire trucks and other 
equipment lined Klir Beck Road, 
which intersects Tower Road about 
one mile north of Mount Vernon vil­
lage. 

The chief called for an excavator 
to punch a hole in the cellar wall so 
water could be sprayed on stubborn 
flames . 

John Jones, a neighbor of the 
Knudsons, said the family had been 
determined to restore the home to 
its original grandeur. 

"They had dumped a lot of money 
into the house. It was well on its way 
to being restored," said Jones. The 
Knudsons went to his home, a short 
distance away on Klir Beck Road, 
after they fled the burning dwelling. 

Please see FIRE, B2 

Staff photo / JOE PHELAN 

Seen through a broken window, firefighters continue mopping up Thursday afternoon after the morning 
blaze destroyed most of the Beck house. 



•Fire 
Continiud from BI 

After Beck bought the house, he 
built balconies, canopies and arched 
doorways. The artist, who was born 
in California in 1892, also installed 
French doors and intricate wood­
work, and enlarged the home's over­
all living space. 

The house - which over the 
years grew into an eclectic mix of 
Swiss chalet, German cottage and 
Elizabethan country manor - stood 
out in this small rural town of tradi­
tional homes and barns. After Beck 
died in March 1966, many of his per­
sonal belongings and furnishings 
were sold during an on-site auction 
held four months later. 

Beck maintained a petting zoo of 
orphaned and injured deer on the 
grounds. Before he was named the 
first curator of the Maine State Mu­
sewn, Beck had worked for many 
years for the Maine Department of 
Inland Fisheries and GaIDe and the 
Maine Development Commission. 

His artwork, which depicted wild 
animals and outdoor scenes, appeared 
on sta.te promotional publications, and 
on covers of the Saturday Evening 
Post and Collier's magazines. 

Ljunggren said the fire that re­
duced Beck's former home to 
charred timbers will be remem­
bered in town. 

'!l's an historic event in Vienna, ' 
said the longtime chief. He com­
pared Thw-s<lay's blaze to the loss, 
more than 15 years ago, of the his­
toric Trask home in the village. 

Pat Onion, one of the Knudson's 
neighbors, said the family and town 
have lost something that is impossi­
ble to replace. 

"It's not only the loss of an his­
toric local landmark, but we lost a 
perfect restoration in progress " she 
said. Onion added that the Knud­
sons' were sticklers for detail, and 
their work revealed that trait. -
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

JCfXCELUMT

—GOOD
—FAIB
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—UNEX ROSED
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JLunaltereo
—ALTERED
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^ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1927 by the remarkable artist, Klir Beck, "The Gnomes" 
enjoys a rural setting of voods, fields, and lakes. The one and a half 
story house vas Intended to be the artist's summer residence and, being 
otmer-designed and built, is utterly unique.

The house obviously draws inspiration from the eclecticism of the 
early 20th century. The roof-line is complex; eaves project greatly with 
ptomlient bracket support; two of the gables end with projecting bracketed 
canopies which provide cover for very ornate balconies. Structurally, 
the house is supported by an exposed irregular stone foundation; the 
first story's walls are half timbered brick and the second story's walls 
are half timbered stucco. Part of the roof is covered with wooden shingles, 
part with asphalt shingles. There are four interior chimneys.

Except for the use of asphalt shingles on part of the house's roof, 
the exterior of "The Gnomes" is untouched. Whether of Swiss chalet, German, 
or English Elizabethan half-timbered Inspiration, the facade is extraordinally 
busy with detail. The diagonal, curving, horizontal, and vertical surface 
timbers break the walls into many rectangular, triangular and irregular 
panels. The larger panels contain additional decoration, including several 
remarkable lotus motifs in brick with stucco background. The windows are 
six over six (again, a striving for detail). There are double-doors at 
the entrance and to either side of it. The entrance is flanked to each 
aide by three Irregtilar stuccoed panels, one containing field-stone, one 
brick, imd the third small windows frEimed and arched in brick; below the 
left window decorative brick is laid in a herring-bone pattern. Some 
second story panels contain small brick rosettes. The balconies feature 
elaborately cut wooden balustrades.

The interior of the lU.ir Beck House is equally detailed, not to say 
eccentric. For example, the living room floor is of flagstone with an 
Inlaid compass near the hearth. The walls are decorated with handcarved 
black walnut panelling a 300-pound door is of the same material.

This structure is a monument to personal design and construction.
Blending charming details and structural form, "The Gnomes" is a classic 
example of the eclectic style of architecture which culminated in the late 
1920's.

II DESCRIPTION 
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-FAIR 

CONDrTION 

_ 0£TEIUORA TED 

-RUINS 

_UNEX,OSIO 
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....ALTERIO 

CHECK ONE 

!.OAIGIHAl SITE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Built in 1927 by the r markable artist, lCl.ir Beck, "'ffle Gnomes" 
enjoys a rural setting of vooda, fields, and lakes. The one and a half 
story house vas intended to be the arti t' summer residence and, being 
owner-designed and built, is utterly uniqu. 

'1h bous obviously draws inapir tion from the clecticiam of th 
early 20th c ntury. The roof-line is complex; e vea proj ct gr atly with 
proud at bracket support; two of the gables end with projecting bracketed 
canopies which provide cover for very ornate balconies. Structurally, 
the house is supported by an expo ed i rregular stone foundation; the 
first story's walls are half timb red ' f>riclt and the second story ' • walls 
are half timbered stucco. P rt of the roof ia covered with wooden shingles, 
part with asphalt shingles . There are four interior chimneys. 

Except for the uae of asphalt shingles on part of the hous • a roof, 
the exterior of "The Gnomes" i untouched. Wh ther of Swiss chalet, German, 
or Inglish Elizabethan half-ti ered inspiration, the facade is extraordin lly 
busy vith detail. 'lbe diagonal, curving, horizontal, and vertical surf ce 
timbers break the walls into many rectangular, triangular and irregular · 
panels. 'ffle larger p els contain additional decoration, including several 
remarkable lotus mtifs in brick with tucco background. The window are 
six ov r six (again, a striving for detail). There are double-doors at 
the entrance and to either aide of it . The entrance ia flanked to each 
aide by thre irregular stuccoed panels, one containing field- tone, one 
brick, and the third mall windows framed and arched in brick; below the 
left window decor tive brick ia laid in a herring-bone pattern. So 
econd story p

0

anela 'contain small brick ro ettes. The balconi e fe·atur 
elaborately cut wooden balustrades. 

flle interior of the I<1ir Reck House is equally detailed, not to say 
eccentric. Por example, the living room floor is of flagstone with an 
inl id compass near the hearth. The valla are decorated with handcarved 
black walnut panelling a 300-pound door ia of the same teri l. 

'nlia structure is nument to personal design and construction. 
Blending charming detail& and structural fo , '·'The Gnomes" is a classic 
example of the eclectic style of architectur which culminated in th late 
1920' a . 
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SPECIFIC OATES 1927 BUILDER/ARCHITECT
Kllr A. Beck

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As one might guess by the house Itaelf, the designer and owner was 
an Ingenious and multi- tsdented Indlvlduid.. Kllr A. Beck, who wius referred 
to during his lifetime as a modem Leonardo, possessed the gifts of an artist 
and the skills of a craftsman. Though little known by the public largely 
because of his retiring nature, he was widely admired within his professional 
circle.

Bom In California of artistically kacUnad parents, he won, at an 
early age, a scholarship at the Art Student's League In New York and 
while there won another which took him to Paris. He was marked for greatness 
by his teachers but he refused to live In New York, or any other large 
city where greater opportunities for notoriety might have cone his way. 
Instead, after much searching, he and his wife settled near the tiny town 
of Mt. Vernon In central Maine where he designed and built his most unusual 
home and where he remained the rest of his life.

An artist and sculptor of considerable meric, he was also an expert 
worker In Iron, silver and ^Id, and became a skilled taxidermist. He 
was, as well, a self-trained naturalist and gulntalned yards and pens where 
he kept sick anlEEals which he treated until recovery.

Putting all of these talents together he was retained by the State 
of Maine as a designer of ejdilbits for sportsmen's shows. In this capacity 
he developed an art form combining natural phenomena and creative art In 
such a Eurnner chat It was almost Impossible to tell where one began and the 
other left off. He was honored at the Eastern States Eichlbltlon for these 
remarkable displays and received several important offers to do promotional 
exhibits for govemaienCal and private organizations. These, however, he 
refused, not wishing Co be long away from his adopted state.

His most noted work is generally conceded to be the remarkable dioramas 
In the old State Museum in the Cafitol In Augusta, Maine. These depict with 
great realism scenes in Maine drawn from nature and Including both flora 
and fauna of the state.

Mr. Beck died In 1966 leaving for posterity the remarkable house which 
bespeaks so eloquently his originality and unique craftsmanship.
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SPECIFIC OATES 1927 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Klir A. B ck 

STATIMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Aa one might guess by the house it U • the desisner and owner was 
an ingenious and multi- taleutecl individual. ntr A. Beck, who was referred 
to during hi lifetime as a dem Leonardo, possess d th gifts of an artist 
and the kills of a craftsman. 'lbough littl known by the public largely 
because of his retiring nature, he was wid ly admired within his professional 
circle. 

Boru in C&lifornia of artistically ilk:11netl parents, he vou, t an 
early age, a scholarship at the Art Student's League in Nev York d 
while t re on another which took him to Paris. He was marked for greatness 
by h1a teachers but he refus d to live in New York. or any other large 
city where great r oppor tunities for no tori ty aight have C01D8 hie way. 
In.stead, aft.er much e r ching, he and his wife settled uear the tilly town 
of Mt. Vernon in centr Maine ere he desigaed and built his at unusual 
h and where h remained the rut of hie life. 

An artist and sculptor of coneid le rit, be was 1 o an expert 
worker in iron, silver and gold, and became a skilled taxidermist . Be 
waa, well, a self-train d naturalist and intained y rd and pena where 
he kept sick animal vhich be treated until recovery . 

Putting all of these talents togeth r h as r tained by the State 
of Maille as a designer of exhibits for sport men's showa . In this capacity 
be developed art form combining natur l phen01DBDa and creatiV◄ art in 
such a 11811D r that it was almost impossible to tell where oo.e b gan and th 
otller left off. Hews honored at the E&atern Stats Exhibition for these 
remarkable display and received several important offers to do promotional 
exhibits for governmental and private or ganizations. These, however , he 
refused, not wishing to be long away fro his adopted state. 

Bis mos t noted work is g 
in the old State Museum in the 
great realis scenes in Maine 
and faun of the state. 

rally conceded to be th remarkable dioramas 
Captol in Augusta, Kaine . 'lbe e depict with 

drawn from natur and including both flor 

Mr. Beck died ill 1966 leaving for po terity t he remarkable house which 
bespeaks so loquently his originality and unique craftsman.ship. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: ~ emova_l _ -7, -
----' -

Property Name: r Beck, Klir, H ouse 

MuW~eName: [ --

State & County: J MAINE, Kennebec 

Date Received: 
5/12/2017 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 

Reference number: 'oT77000067 

Nominator: State 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return 

AbstracUSummary ,
1
Removal accepted. 

Comments: 

I 
Recommendation/ I 
Criteria 

Reviewer Lisa Deline 

Telephone (202)354-2239 

6/26/2017 

__ Reject 6/26/2017 Date 

Discipline Historian -----------
Date 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 



MAINE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
55 CAPITOL STREET 

PAUL R. LEPAGE 
GOVERNOR 

Edson Beall 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street NW, Mail Stop 7228, 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Beall: 

65 ST A TE HOUSE ST A TION 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 

04333 

9 May 2017 

KIRK F. MOHNEY 
DIRECTOR 

Enclosed please find five (5) National Register nominations for properties in the State of Maine. 
Of the five, three (3) are new nominations and two (2) are additional documentation: one removal and 
one request for approval to move. No comment or objection letters were received regarding these 
properties. 

Brick School, Oxford County 
Keen Hall, Waldo County 
Whittier Field Athletic Complex, Cumberland County 
Klir Beck House "The Gnomes" Additional Documentation - Removal, Kennebec County 
Starling Grange #156 (Former) Additional Documentation, Kennebec County 

If you have any questions relating to these nominations, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
(207) 287-2132 X 8. 

Enc. 

PHONE: (207) 287-2132 

Michael Goebel-Bain 
Architectural Historian 

FAX: (207) 287-2335 


