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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Universalist Church of Auburn, designed by John Stevens of
Boston and built in 1876, is a large and complex building of the Gothic
Revival style.

The building is of brick construction, with gabled roofs (€overed with
decorative slate), 2 stories, and a facade tower. Trim is of granite and
wood. The facade faces south and the tower, square in plan, is attached to
the south~west corner of the church. ‘

The tower is of 3 stories with an open belfry and polygonal spine. On
eaeh side of the first story is a large 8-panel window within a Gothic arch,
while in the second story each side features paired lancet windows. In the
third story there is a quatrefoil on each side. The wooden belfry is ornate
and contains paired lancet-shaped openings. The corners of the tower, as
with all external corners on the building, are fitted with pairs of attached
buttresses.

In the center of the facade are a pair of recessed entrances, covered
by gabled hoods. Above these entrances is a large rose window. To either
side of this bay is a lancet window at second-story level,

The long east and west sides of the church are dominated by gabled
projections which give the building a cruciform plan. The projections, like
the other bays on the building's sides, contain stained-glass windows of
lancet form.

The north end of the church, which contains the chancel, is contained
in a polygonal apse, in each side of which are (from top to bottom) a
diamond-shaped figure, a quatrefoil, and a 4/4 window.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIF

ICANCE

As with his Italianate First Congregational Church, in Calais (N. R.
7/12/78), the First Universalist Church in Auburn by John Stevens of Boston
-« is the outstanding statement of High Victorian Gothiec €hurch architecture

in the latiter city.

Although some of the crispness of the original appear-

ance has been lost by the removal of the wrought iron cresting from all the
gable ridges, nevertheless the building retains the grandeur and intricacy
of detail which marks it as a fine example of its style.

Also,
been enclo
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Upon

the city t

regrettably, the open porch entry at the base of the tower has
sed but this does not materially affect the massing of elements

te the overall impression.

its completion in 1876, this church, which supplanted one of 1839
on High Street, was viewed as the finest addition to the architecture of
hat had so far been erected. It retains today a reputation as
one of Auburn's outstanding landmarks.



FEIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Blount, Edward F., Historical Notes on the Comstruction of the Fikst
Universalist Church, Auburn, Maine. Auburn, 1976.

Merrill, O. D., History of Androscoggin County. Boston, 1891.

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

R 1
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY )
UTM REFERENCES

A

Al 9] |410,1]5,9,0) |4,8]8,218,6,0) I K i B

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ‘ZONE EASTING NORTHING
el Ll by o e e by o ol o L by Lot s Lyl

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Map 7-2, Lots 72 and 89

I

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[E1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Frank A. Beard, Historian/Robert L. Bradley, Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE

Maine Historic Preservation Commission January, 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

242 State Street : e : - --. 207/289-2133
CITY OR TOWN i STATE

Augusta, Maine

[BJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE ___ LOCALN_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Qfficer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE ~J .9 /& . DATE &%27/74

GPO 892.453



