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Exterior.

The Old Bergen Church is_a J3reek Revival style cut-brownstone 
building with a brick front which is stuccoed. The front has a gracious 
full length Greak Revival portico with pent supported by six turned 
columns with square bases. Between the center columns is the church 
tablet (white marble on black marble) and cornerstone insert. Flanking the 
tablet and between the columns are two doorways with six paneled doors 
leading to the vestibule.

The structure is one story high with a balcony and has a wooden 
decorative belfry atop the roof. Each f# ade of the belfry has two pair 
of pilasters flanking the louvers. There is a bell within the belfry.

The windows of the church are 16^ feet high and four in number 
on each side. rn 

m
The corners of the church are pilastered,

A frieze extends around the structure below the eave, but this 
frieze is not original. It was originally a two baseboard frieze, but 
was changed to a narrow clapboard sometime after 19U7.

The large Sunday School in the Northwest was added about the turn 
of the 20th century, and a chapel has been recently built.

Interior.

Two symetric doorways lead into the front vestibule of the Old 
Bergen Church. To either side of the vestibule are stairways to the 
balcony and basement. The vestibule has three doors to the worship 
area, the center door leading to the main aisle and the flanking doors 
to the back of the main l£ feet pews. The central pews are divided 
by a six foot aisle. There are side pews against the windows on each end.

A low wainscoat screan divides the congregation from the minister. 
The raised pulpit platform is in this section of the church, centered 
at the back, the pulpit to the right, and with a center stair. The 
Communion table is immediately behind the stair, and is flanked by four 
chairs which are shared by elders during services. The original church 
terminated here, but later a section was provided for the choir and 
organ. (In addition to a large Sunday School).

The balcony, entered from the vestibule has thirty pews, in grou 
three, separated by aisles, and tiered for maximum vision .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Religion.

The Dutch were the first Europeans to attempt permenant 
settlement in New Jersey. The first planned town of New Jersey, 
named Bergen (now Jersey City), was founded in 1660.

Commensurate with the establishment of Bergen, the Bergen Church 
was founded. Until 1660 meetings were held in any number of private 
and public buildings. Then, in 1660, an Octagonal stone church was 
erected at Bergen Avenue and Vroom Street. In 1773 a new building 
was constructed on the site of the present church, which was built 
in 18U2. The inscription stones of both previous churches appear 
over tHe door on the South side of the present church. There are also 
many of the stones used in the earlier churches in the present one.

Most historians feel that the Old Bergen Church has the oldest 
religious congregation in New Jersey, and one of the oldest in the 
East.

Architecture.

The Old Bergen Church, a Dutch Reformed Church, is a classic 
blending of Greek Revival details and form with New Jersey Dutch 
influences.

CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATION

Senator Clifford P. Case
Senator Harrison A. Williams, Jr.
Representative Dominick V. Daniels (lUth District)
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