
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASS.'̂ CHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Bostoa 

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 3 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

116-L-6 

1. Town V/orcester 

Address 

Name 

I; . Ava lon Place 

Gov, L e v i L i n c o l n House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Roland E . & Mary V , 
Present owner D u f a u l t . 

Description: 

Date c a . 1fi^)^ 

Source A . Wai te Papers  

Style greek R e v i v a l 

Architect F . l i f t s na-ptar 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) nr>r|P̂  

O t h e r f e a t u r e s h a r m r , o . ^ ^ r l g r .nm•^••P 

foundation, side-hall plan, ped-
imented gable, Doric entry porch, 
original entry with sidelights 

Altered no t s i g n i f i c a ^ t f f ^ ^ — 

Moved f r o m . E l m S t . Date ca . 1880 

Lot size:Assessors' Book 2, p . 33> 
Lo t 60 5,009 s q . f t . 

One acre or less x OvQr one acre 

Approximate frontage 62 ' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

101 

6. Recorded by s . T.ee, e d . R.R. P f e i f f e : 

Organization vjnT»r>, tTAm'tagP, Prea. Snn, 

D^^^J TJnvftnihpT^ 1977 

(over) 



7i- Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use 

Governor Levi Lincnin 

residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l apartments 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Built in I83I;, the Lincoln House is Worcester's earliest example 
of the side-hall Greek Revival style type of house, a type which 
dominated local building i n the I8ij.0's and 1850'3. Exhibiting 
elements of late Federalist architecture, the Lincoln House rests 
on a foundation of hammered granite and has narrow aorner boards and 
moulded window trim.. Characteristic of the Greek Revival style, the 
house's facade gable is made to appear as a pediment by the extension 
of a cornice across i t s length; further Greek Revival elements include 
the pedimented entry porch with Doric columns and the front doorway 
with sidelights, a top l i g h t , and an original four-panel door. 

Levi Lincoln, Jr. (I782-I868) was \iom i n Worcester, the son of 
Levi Lincoln, a prominent lawyer, Levi, Jr. graduated from Harvard 
in 1802 and began the study of law under his father, then the 
Attorney General of the United States. In 1805 be was admitted to 
the bar, opened an of f i c e i n Worcester and by 1812 had been elected to 
the State Senate, In I8II4. he was elected to the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives, sepviAg i n i t for seven, of the "next" ten'^jT^ars. 
Lincoln was elected Governor of Massachusetts i n 1825, SBrving nine 
consecutive years i n that o f f i c e . After stepping down from the 
governorship {̂ Q3k•)$ Lincoln was appointed to f i l l out a vacancy i n 
the U.S. House of Representatives, a position to which he was elected 
in 1835» Having been active in pdi l i t i c s , Lincoln apparently decided 
to r e t i r e to V/orcester i n l83i|. at which time he commissioned Elias 

cont'd • 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 1 

American Antiquarian Society. "Waite Papers," 
Carruth,,Louise. .Old Wore. Houses, (unpublished scrapbooks at 

Wore, Public Library), 
.Forbes, Harriette. "Elias Garter ..." i n 0Id-Time New England, 

Vol. XI, no. 2, Oct., 1920, pp. 58-71. 
Lincoln, William. Hist, of Wore, (1862). pp. 200-20U 
Nelson, J. Wore. County; A Narrative Hist, Vol. I I , pp. 812-313. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOIUSETrS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmimjnity: 
Worcester 

Form No: 
116-L-6 

Property Name: Levi Lincoln House 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAich is being continued below. 

Carter, a local architect, to design a mansion for his Elm Street 
Estate, Number k- Avalon Place was constructed i n the "east garden" 
of the estate to provide Lincoln with a dwelling during the con­
struction of the main house, which was not completed u n t i l late in 
1838, After 1838, Lincoln served as the city's f i r s t mayor i n 181̂ 8, 
(The Lincoln Mansion now stands at Old Sturbridge Village), 

Upon moving into the larger house, Lincoln sold this building 
to John Richardson of Newton, whose son George, a Worcester lawyer, 
occupied the house for f o r t y years. In I878, the house and i t s l o t 
were sold to Jonas Clark who b u i l t a house on the s i t e , selling 
the Lincoln House to Col, William A, V/illiams who moved i t to i t s 
present site and converted i t into apartments. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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• / / (^^CM-/ }— l e m i ^ A f f ^ ^ ~ C ^ u - n Review 

• l»^-L'3 I ^^^^If f^r ^jji//mf Att̂ ftn-ep̂ Mm̂  REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 
m mi ^ ^ 

rr<>.V.LU^bU J - miiaL-uK I Mtrir ^ ^ ^ ^ B R A N C H C H I E F ^3/» 

(^jsr^i^Ky^Aj^ S / ^ y ' j c , •- C : ^ U J - C < - / ^ o - c A ^ ^ «»-<3 ^vc - t c - / L^J icuJ : K E E P E R 

y < U \ ' J ^ ^ / I I / - C S O - ' i ) ^ - T / ' I 3 O ~ ( -£^ ( j L - j ^ ' . ^ ^ n ^ ^ ^ s / * ^ ) / / 

National Register Write-up Send-back 1 Entered J j 2 i __3J980 
Federal Register Entry A \ Re-submit 

United States Department of the Inter ior - Heritaqe Conservation and Recreation Service 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


