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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building was erected in 1910 as a residence for Benson Dillon 
Billinghurst, Superintendent of Washoe County's Schools. It is a wood- 
frame structure, two stories in height and is located on Evans Avenue 
near the University of Nevada. The design and construction indicate 
an unusual sensitivity on the part of the architect-builder and the 
building is a perfect example of the bungalow style of architecture 
developed at the turn of the century. ThW interior is stained pine, 
varnished and rubbed in five successive coats, and is a remarkable 
example of finish not found in modern construction. Most of the electric 
light fixtures are original and the bookcases, glass doors and mirrors 
are beveled.

The building has lap cedar and shingle siding, a gable composition 
shingle roof and a partial stone and concrete foundation. Interior 
finish is plaster with wood walls and ceilings -and the floors are of 
hardwood. The first floor has a living room, den, formal dining area, . 
kitchen dining area, utility room wand one-half bath. The floor area 
for both stories totals 2,302 square feet.

On the second,floor there are three bedrooms and one bath. The 
bedrooms have wall-to-wall carpeted floors, plaster walls and ceilings. 
On this level there ."is an enclosed porch of approximately ?? square feet.

The kitchen has been modernized, but retains the original birch and . 
pine cabinets. There is a full basement with a concrete floor. A 5^ 
square-foot triangular section at the rear of the lot has been taken for 
Interstate 80 highway construction. The freeway is depressed in the area 
and the rear property line is at the top of a long cut. The property is 
located in a multiple dwelling zone where one living unit is allowed per 
1,000 square feet of land area.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Benson Dillon Billinghurst Home is of state historical 
significance because of its association with Benson Dillon Billinghurst, 
a renowned Nevada educator. From 1908 up to the time of his death in 
December of 1935. n@ served as the Superintendent of Washoe County's 
Schools. His name and his influence are associated with many reforms 
and innovations in Nevada education. He was the first educator in the- 
state to introduce the junior high school concept and under his 
administration five such schools were built and put into operation. He 
was also a leader and an innovator in industrial, home and commercial 
education in the state's schools. Among the other educational reforms 
he was associated with were the following: the establishment of the 
State Textbook Commission, laws providing free textbooks for school 
children, compulsory attendance laws, laws requiring medical examination 
of school children and laws dealing with better ways to finance education 
He was also involved in raising the educational qualifications of Nevada 
teachers and in curriculum reform. For many years he lectured on 
educational matters at the University of Nevada.

Washoe County was the largest and best-financed school district in the 
state during Billinghurst 1 s superintendency and the programs put into 
operation there were later adopted by other school districts. 
Billinghurst himself was often consulted by educators all over the state 
regarding their own educational programs and by legislators and 
governors on a wide range of educational matters. His good relations 
with students, parents, teachers, community leaders and political 
decision-makers smoothed the way for many reforms which otherwise would 
have met with a degree of opposition.

In 1933 the U.S. Department of Education rated Nevada's schools as 
second, only to those of New lork in quality and educational standards. 
This status was generally.attributed to B.D. Billinghurst's work, vision 
and qualities of leadership.
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ORGANIZATION

Nevada Historical Society
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1650 Worth Virginia Street
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Reno

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register,
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