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OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNERS NAME:

South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism
STREET AND NUMBER:

P.O. Box 1358
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Columbia
STATE:

South Carolina 41
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRlPTION/-
couRTHousE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS.

Dorchester County (fcqrt Jkms&O M
STREET AND NUMBER:

NATior:.
REG!£CITY OR TOWN:

St. George

STATE

South Carolina 41
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED P

|fegNtAtN JN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

____South Carolina:A Guide to the Palmetto State
DATE OF SURVEY: 1941 Federbl [~] State County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

South Carolina Department of Archives and History
STREET AND NUMBER:

____Box 11188,,, Capitol Station 1430 Senate Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia
STATE:

3outh Carolina
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Original Site JT]

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Old Dorchester consists today of the ruins of the church tower 
which was built about 1750 and the tabby fort constructed in 
July 1775. House sites and other structures remain as ruins. 
Originally the town was the third largest in South Carolina. 
It consisted of a bridge, two wharfs, "a boat building place," 
a church and about forty houses.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The town of Dorchester was established in 1695 by New 
Englanders of Massachusetts Bay, The town grew rapidly 
as a major trading village for the frontier. In 1756, 
a general exodus to Georgia took place. A fort was 
built on part of the town site in 1775 and was occupied by 
both American and British troops during the Revolutionary 
War. After the War, the town decayed rapidly.

Parish Church of St. George, Dorchester; St. George's, an 
Anglican parish, was erected 1717, A brick church 50 ft. 
long and 30 ft. wide with a chancel 15 by 5 feet, begun in 
August 1719, was enlarged in the 1730s. The tower was built 
before 1753 and in 1766 held four bells. Burned by the Brit 
ish in the Revolution, the church was partially repaired and 
used afterwards, but as the congregation moved away, it fell 
into decay.

Old Dorchester: Laid out in 1697 as a market town for the 
Congregational colony from Dorchester, Mass., the village 
contained 116 quarter-acre lots and a town square and com 
mons. An Anglican church was built in 1734. Dorchester 
became a trade center and by 1781 had about 40 houses. The 
town gradually declined after the Revolution. By 1788 it was 
abandoned.

Fort Dorchester: A brick powder magazine enclosed by a tabby 
wall eight feet high was built here in 1757. During the 
Revolution, Dorchester was a strategic point. In 1775, the 
magazine was fortified and the garrison commanded by Capt. 
Francis Marion. British troops occupied the town in April
1780. They were driven out by cavalry and infantry under 
Col, Wade Hampton and Gen. Nathanael Greene on December 1
1781.
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 32 o 57 • 6k • 80 o 10 - 33 » 
NE 32 ° 57 • 18 • 80 ° 10 • 15" 
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sw 32 ^ 56 • 43 3/4 80 ° 10 • 10%
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NAME AND TITLE: ' J* , • V- "

Janson L, Cox: Chief Curator of Historical Interpretation & Museums
ORGANIZATION JDATE

Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism 1 June 2, 1Q6Q
STREET AND NUMBER:

P.O. Box 1358
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia
12. $$ATE MAISQN OFFICER CERTfFiCAtlON

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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