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121 West Main Street is situated on the north side of the street, one
block south of the Ohio River. The structure is in the same block

as the old Louisville and Nashville Railroad Office ( National Register
May, 1973).

121 West Main Street is a four-story warehouse with a red sandstone
facade. The ground floor of the facade consists of four cast-iron

piers. The bottom section of the piers are fluted and have stylized
capitals. '

The second floor has a square opening articulated by a band of Greek fret.
Two piers are set 'in antis". Windows are set behind the piers.

The stringcourse between the second and third floors is badly
deteriorated and only remnants of egg and dart mold remain.

The window treatment visually ties the third and fourth floors into one
unit. The third floor is flanked by two piers with egg and dart mold
capitals. Next to the piers are columns which support the architrave,
forming a Palladian window motif. The windows are set behind the
columns. Classical bulls' eyes are between the piers and the columns.

The wall above the arch contains two protruding lions' heads.

The structure is capped by an extended cornice. The cornice is decorated
by brackets alternating with garlands and a band of guilloche and Greek
fret. The cornice is topped by a balustrade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

121 West Main Street is significant as one of the finest late Victorian
wiskey warehouses remaining in Louisville. The warehouse is unusual

for its use of classical decorative elements, influenced by the
Beaux-Arts style. The architect is unknown but the structure is similar
in style to buildings designed by such prominent’ local archltects as
C.J. Clark, Wm. J. Dodd and J.B. Hutchings.

The structure is one of the most unique designs in an intact block

of Victorian warehouses. Louisville's Main Street is one of the richest
collections of cast-iron and masonry structures in the United States.
Very few &f the structures employ  Beaux- Arts motifs and no other
rises totally in red sandstone above the first floor cast-iron

piers.

This structure, as many of the others in the block, was originally associated
with the dlStllllng industry, the second largest commercial concern

in the city after tobacco. A structure in this location housed the Wm. H. Thomas
Warehouse in the early 1880's. A fire in an adjacent structure caused

damage to the Thomas Warehouse and local architect Charles J. Clark was
retained to do the repairs. The structure was purchased in 1896 at a court
ordered-sale by distiller,.Issac Bernheim. His :company was listed in that
location for one year in 1899. The structure was vacant in 1900 when it was
purchased by George P. Weller and became the House of Weller distillery.

The present structure was probably built after the 1893 fire or at the

time. of Weller's purchase of the property. The use of the Beaux-Arts
decorative motifs preclude a date much earlier than 1893.

This exceptional red sandstone structure is an.important part of
Louisville's rich heritage of Victorian architecture.
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