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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Susanna Madora Salter e is a two-story red brick
house presently used as a museum. Approximately 30 feet long &
and 25 feet wide, it presents today much the same appearance
as when the Salter family lived there.

All windows are rectangular with wooden frames; bricks
turned on edge make up the lintels, and the sills are stone
slabs, Bay windows are located on the south and east sides,

While the major portion of the house is of brick, a
frame lean-to has been added at some time to the northwest
corner, Also, there 1s a frame porch on the south front.

The green shinrele roof is sharply pitched with inter-
secting gables and three chimeys., There is one dormer window
on the south front.
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Susanna Madora Salter (1860-1961) gained international
fame in 1887 when she became the first woman mayor in Kansas
and in the United States.

Mrs, Salter and her husband Lewis moved to Argonia in 1882
and her parents soon after, Her father, Oliver Kinsey, was
the first mayor of Argonia after it was incorporated in 1885,
and Lewlis Salter was the city clerk,

In February, 1887, the Kansas legislature granted partial
suffrage to women in first, second, and third class cities.
(Argonia was a third class city,) Women could vote for city and
school officers and in school bond elections, They were also
eligible for the same of fices for which they had suffrasge.

Prior to the Argonia city election in 1887, the local W, C,
Te U, caucused, with Mrs, Salter presiding, to select a ticket
of men who they thought deserved office, A group of men opposed
to the temperance movement decided to teach the women a lesson,
They put up a ticket identical to that of the W. C. T. U. except
for the substitution of Mrs, Salter for the mayoralty candidate,
Apvparently they expected that all.women would support the
We Co To Us ticket and that no man would vote for a women, The
humiliation of Mrs., Salter receiving only a handful of votes
was expected to drive the women of the W, C, T. U, out of pol=-
itics,

Unaware that her name was on the ballot until the morning
of election day, Mrs., Salter with her fellow W. C. T. U, mem-
bers and some Republican businessmen then campaigned during
the day to get wvoters to the polls and turn the tables on the
pro-liquor forces. Elected by a 2/3 majority on April L, 1887,
she became at age 27 the first woman mayor in the United States,

Her year as mayor was rather uneventful, She worked har-
moniously with the all-male city council but declindd to run
for re-election, Her election stirred up interest throughout
the United States and even abroad, Many newspapers sent re-
porters to sit in on her council meetings, and she was for a
time one of the most talked about and written about persons in
the country.

The Saltex;{ﬁme was built in 1884-1885 by Mrs. Salter's
father, Oliver“Kinsey, of bricks he made and fired in his own
earthen kiln. The Kinseys lived in the house until the death
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8. of Mrs. Kinsey in 1891. Early in 1892 the Salters moved into the

house from a farm southwest of Argonia and lived there until they
left Argonia in September, 1893. It is now maintained by the
Argonia West Sumner County Historical Society as a memorial to
Mrs. Salter and her achievement.

9. Salter, Lewis Spencer, "First Woman Mayor--1887," Kansas Government

Journal, v. 23, no. 13 (October, 1937), p. 21.
Session Laws of 1887 (Topeka, State Printer, 1887), pp. 324, 325.
Watson, John, "Nation's First Woman Mayor Elected by Little Kansas
Town," Wichita Morning Eagle, August 18, 1955.
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