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1. Name

higoric ~ Monument Square Historic District
and/or common Leom nster Center

2. Location

drest & numbar Multiple ANNT iNoju- AZun drd [MNg>.g — publication
city, town Leominster N/A  vicinity of congressional district
date Massachusetts code 025 ocounty Worcester code 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership S~tus Present Use
S district public occupied agriculture museum
bullding(s) private unoccupied commercial . park
structure both work in progress A educational . private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted A government scientific
**|s” being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
nane Miltiple (seelist attached)
street & number

city, town N/A’vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Registry of Deeds

sregt & number 2 Main Street
city, town Worcester state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic
title Assets of the Commonwedth/?'fe3"  hes this property bean determined degible? yes X o

date 1978, 1980, 1981 federal A state county loca

depodtory for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission, 294 Washington St.

city, town Boston stae M assachusetts



7. Description | eominger: IVfowinet Square District

Condition Check one Check one

MA. excel | ent deteriorated unal t ered original site
good ruins N altered nmoved date fiu/{-
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Monunent Square District is located inthe Peographic heart of downtown
Leomnster. |t sits sheltered withinthe aam of Mnoosnoc Brook, a
tributary of the Nashua River, and midway along the rising slope of the
Nashua Val ley. The cultural centrality of the district results fromthe
intersection of several principp-l thoroughfares -- Main, Vést, Mechanic,
and Central Streets -- and the adjacent dd Colony Railroad Iine.

Most of the structures in the Minunent Square District date fromthe |ate
19th and early 20th centuries, illustratin? Leomnster's period of greatest
industrial developnent. The district involves approximately 30 acres and

36 properties, of which 24 contain contributing structures, 8 are vacant, and
3 contain intrusive structures.

Concentrated in the Mnunent Square District are Leomnster's first exanpl es
of commercial, ecclesiastical, and civic architecture. A the sout hemedge
of the district isa smll (20,000 square feet?] triangular comon. Civic and
re||(};1| ous buildings are concentrated around the Gomon, on Park, Veést, and
Church Streets. Main Street, incontrast, is characterized as a conmercial
streetscape. The rising grade i mediately west of the district enconpasses
sone of the best residential streets, where nany of Leomnster's |eading
manuf acturers located their mansions. The area north is set off by Carter,
Park and the original town center, site of the first meetinghouse.

The district is distinguished from surroundi ng nei ghborhoods by its density
and by itsuniformty of massing, materials, and color. Nearl?/ al | of the
bui l dings are constructed of red brick with granite trim Building height
general Iy ranges fromtwo to four stories.

Principal alterationsto buildings inthe Nonunent. Square District consist of
applied storefronts on the commercial buildings. Civic and religious
structures reiraimunaltered and in excellent condition. Mst buildings retain
their original use as well.

(see continuation sheet)



NPS Form 10-900-a
(7-81)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS use only
National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Continuation sheet Monument Square Item number Page

City of Leom nster John Delisle

25 West St . 6 Main St.

Leom nster, Mass 01453 Leomi nster, Mass 01453

Leom nster Historical Society First Congregational Society Unitarian
15 School St . 15 West St .

Leom nster, Mass 01453 Leomi nster, Mass 01453

Leom nster School Department First Baptist Society

16 Cross St . 26 Church St .

Leom nster, Mass 01453 Leom nster, Mass 01453

City of Leom nster Commonweal th Federal Savings and Loan
Of f-street Parking Conm ssion Associatation

25 West St . 45 Central St.

Leom nster, Mss 01453 Lowel |, Mass 01852
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The Balch Place (19/5, Photo. #16) i stheoldest structure i nthedistrict and testifies
to theresidential element once conspicuous i nLeom nster's downtown. Thebrick, 2h

story, Greek Revival, side-hall cottage includes anextensiverear ell. Granite lintels
define thedouble-hung sash windows. Therecessed entry includes a four panel door and
full length side lights. Corbeled brickwork under t he eaves andacross thegablei s

nore decoratively elaborated i nthe pedi ment.

The Field School (28/2, no photo. ), 17 School Street, was built i n1870. The 2*-story, brick,
Italianate ediface i sconposed of a five-bay facade. The double-leafed, central entry with
segment al -arched transom i s sheltered by a gable-fronted porch with Eastlake detail. Evenly
spaced, segmental -arched wi ndows ar e topped by corbeled, radiating-brick arches. Other
stylistic elements include oversized, single brackets supporting thecornice andbrick

quoi ns.

The Pilgrim Congregational Church (1/2, Photo. #2), 26 West Street, dedicated i n1873, i s the
largest among t hegrouping of religious buildings centered around t he conmon. Executedi n
High Victorian Gothic style of brick andgranite, i texhibits thesalient elements of the
style including: patterned, colored bands i nthe slate roof; pointed-arched, tri-foil

tracery andlancet wi ndows surmounted with hood moldings or brick,radiating arches with
granite springers andkeystones,separated bybuttresseswith granite weatherings; asymet-
rical towers with pyramidical spires of vastly different height andproportion; pointed
nave dormers with multifoil openings. Facade windows arenore elaborately decorated with
granite hood moldings that spring from granite belt courses.

The Allen Block (1/19, Photo. #8), O Park Street, constructed i n1874o0f brick and granite
in theVictorian Italianate style, displays belt courses, segmental-arched w ndows and
tabbed, granite lintels that define thestyle. Built as a Second Enmpire commercial block,
the loss of themansard roof |eaves theltalianate features intact including the corbeled,
bracketed cornice.

The Foster Block (28/16, Photos. # 9 and10), 2-8 Main Street, also erected i nl1874asa
Second Enpire commercial block, retains itsltalianate elements. Although nore nmodest i n
decorative detail, it'displays distinctionthrough therhythm of its regularly-spaced,
segmental -arched fenestration with bracketed segmental granite moulding andsills. The
original, cast iron, awning-sheltered storefront remains intact.

Leomi nster Depot (19/15, Photo. #7), O Merriam Avenue, was bhuilt of brick andlocal granite
in response tocitizens' petitions t othePresident andDirectors of theFitchburg and
Worcester Railroad complaining of theinadequacy of a small depot ontheeasterly side of
the tracks. The newornate, Gothic Revival passenger station was built i nthe westerly
side of thetracks i n1878. The steep, slate, hip roof includes: steep, East-West, cross
gabl es, each housing a pointed-arched window with radiating brick arches accented with
granite springers andkeystones, and steep-gabled dormers with Eastlake detail facing North
and South. Both gables anddormers aredecorated with finials andcresting. The seventy-
five foot, central tower i stopped with a 'pyramdical spire andcapped with ornate finial.
Ot her openings are surmounted with tabbed granite lintels. An overhang, supported on

large brackets springing from granite corbels,shelters thenine-foot, circuitous platform
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The Wbod Bl ock (16/9, no photo. ), 14 Mnunment Square, a pentagonal , four-story, vernacul ar,
Victorian,commercial structure dates from 1890. I t is composed principallyof local
brick and granite with rock-faced,rusticated brownstone piers at the entry and corners.
The most prominent feature of the asymmetrical facade is the set of three, two-story,

bay wi ndows faced with pressed metal on the second and third levels. Panels beneath the
wi ndows are decorated with volutes and dentil work beneath the sills. The center wi ndow
of the bay is surmounted with a small pediment filled with a sunburst design.

A more elaborate rooflinewith clockface was replaced after a fire in 1919 A
simple wood cornice sits above three, recessed, blank, brick panels extending from the belt
course that distinguishes the fourth floor. Rusticated ashlar string courses separate

each floor level and top the fourth story wi ndows.

The off-center stairwell is designated on the facade by double wi ndows capped on the
second and third levels with enmbossed masonry panels, the former dating construction, the
latter entitling the property, an on the fourth floor with brick and ashlar arch. A
doubl e-panel entry with single-lighttransom appears original.

All  fenestration consists of one over one, double-hung sash. Wndows on the second
story are taller and topped with rusticated ashlar lintels. All have rusticated ashlar
sills.

Storefronts have been altered with applied facades. Although not exceptional in
design, itspromnent location and appropriate massing, materials and scale make i t an
i mportant element to the Downtown.

The Merriam Memorial Building (28/19, Photo. #3), built as the Central Baptist Church

in 1891, occupies a conmanding position on the Common at 26 Church Street. Constructed of
red brick and brownstone, the structure exhibits Romanesque details. O the facade,

el ongated transom wi ndows with round heads are arranged in ribbon-like fashion and sur-
mounted with pronounced, round, hood molding. Brownstone belt courses trim both the
mai n mass and the short bell tower. The double, round-headed openings in the belfry are
each topped with brick radiating arches, then joined by a single radiating arch topped
with a round molding. The round arch is repeated in miniature under the eaves of the
pyramidical bell tower roof. Other fenestration includes a variety of types including
tracery windows. The first level, facade, transom wi ndows and entry have rusticated
surrounds. The bell tower entry includes a conmpound, round-arched portal with semi-circular,
| eaded fanlight.

The Col umbi a Hotel (19/11, Photo. #13), 65 Main Street, built in 1892 is a massive commer-

cial block incorporating several storefronts. |t is comprised of brick set in combination
common and flemish bond. Storefronts are separated by brick piers set in projecting hori-
zontal bands that support a brownstone molding and metal entablature. The projecting,

central section and end bays are accented with brick quoins. All upper level fenestration
consists of 1/1 lights, with radiating brick arches set with a keystone pattern, and brown-
stone sills, The main facade and side entry is flanked by brownstone lonic colums and
consoles. The flat rooflineis set off by a molded, brownstone string course and evenly-
spaced brackets below a simple cornice.
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Central Fire Station (28/13, Photo. #4), 19 Church Street, was erected i n 1898o0f brick

and brownstone. As originally designed, the structure included nore elaborate ornamenta-
tion, especially onthe tower which would have clearly defined the structure as Italianate.
As constructed, the facade consists of four asymmetrical bays defined by brick piers
supporting groups of 3 brownstone colonnettes. First level openings are surmounted by
radiating, segmental, brownstone arches with keystones. Wndows onthe second storyare
grouped in threes, each trimmed with a brownstone sill anda brick radiating arch. The
left baydeviates fromthe pattern by including only two windows. Theslate roofi s
broken by front andside shed dormers. The drying tower centered on the rear elevation,

is the nost prominent feature.

The Bank Building (28/15, Photo. #10), built in 1903 at 12 Main Street, i s anong the nost
prom nent structures i n Downtown Leomi nster. This three-story structure of yellow brick
and cut stone i s executed i n symmetricalr Neoclassical design with Beaux Arts embellish-
ments. Two story piers, at the corners andat the central entry, are set on the first
level inwide, alternating bands of cut stone andbrick. Flat brackets trimmed with
acanthus |eaves appear t osupport a cornice above the store wi ndow lintels. O the second
story level, the banded motif i s continued inprojecting bands of brick. Thecornicei s
supported on oversized? stone ancons anddecorated with dentils, modillions and lion-head
grotesque. Fenestration consists of 1/1, transom wi ndows grouped by a continuous, cut
stone lintel.cantered above each are scul ptured panels dressed with festoons i n high
relief.

The Richardson Building (28/14, Photo. #11), 18-20 Main Street, i s anong the nost outstand-
ing structures of the district, both inbeing the tallest andthe nmost finely executed.
This five-story, comrercial. Renaissance Revival structure of brick andcut stone was built
in 1904by a local piano-manufacturer who appreciatedfine craftsmanship andwanted hi s
property finely appointed. Rock-faced, granite endpiers onthe commercial level are
topped with incised, acanthus |eaves supporting a dentiled wood architrave. The md-
sections of the facade, levels 2 through 4 , are framed by cut stone quoins anda mol ded
string course. Fenestration onthe second floor consists of two bayw ndows sided by
brick pilasters with corinthian capitals supporting a cut stone entablature. Thecenter
bay includes a single,-1/1, sash wi ndow with stone sill andsplayed lintel with keystone.
The center bayi s defined onthe third andfourth floors by anarchitectural element in
el ongated forrrv similar t othat surroundingthe bayw ndows. Side bays on these levels
are conmposed of evenly-spaced, 1/1, double-hung sash, fenestration grouped by continuous

cut  stone sills andlintels. Onh the fifth story, round headed wi ndows are groupedi n
3-2-3 series. Wndows are separated by attached colonettes supporting an entablature,
from which springs round-arched, hood mol ding, andare surrounded by dressed, cut stone.
The roofline i s emphasized by a massive, cast iron cornice.

First Church in Leom nster (28/17A, Photo. #3), 15 West Street, the Congregational Unitarian
Church, was constructed i n 19040f uncoursed, dressed androcked-faced- Monoosnoc granite
to replace the 80-year ol d, frame, Greek Revival house of worship that hadburned the
year before. Constructed with anirregular massing, the building exhibits both English
and Romanesque details. The central feature of the facade i s the round arched wi ndow with
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multi-foil tracery andsplayed opening. Wndows on the first level have |eaded quarrels and
are surmounted with granite lintels. Thecentral gable is braced with corner butresses

and includes a gabled parapet. A pointed-archentry with splayed opening is locatedat

the base of the short tower covered by a pyramidical roof topped with copper cap and
finial. Tower clockfaces are framed i n copper with pointed arches andfinials. Copper
flashing includes gargoyles. Thebelfry houses a Revere Bell. The west elevation includes
a carriage porch.

Leom nster Public Library (1/3, no photo. ), 30 West Street, i s a two-story, yellowbrick and

cut stone structure with Neoclassical detail. Constructed in 1910, i t was designed
by Hartwell, Richardson andDriver. The symmetrical facade i s conmposed of three bays that
include broad expanses of blank wall. Thewide, projecting central bayis distinguished by

an irregular roof line. Theentry is enframed by a two-story architrave. Consoles support
an entablatureover the double-Ileafed doorway ornamented with swag andentablature. The
horizontal i s enphasized with contrasting Cut—stone watertable, bhelt course and cornice.

The parapet i s ornamented i n the central baywith a foliated, scul ptured panel sided by

lion heads. Side bays consist of double windows with 1/11ights centered above each

other invertical panels intervenedwith wooden spandrels andcut stone, tabbed Ilintels.

The Municipal Building (28/1, Photo. #5), 25 West Street, designed by Frost and Chanberlain
to complement the library across the street, is simlarly executed inbrick andcut stone
and incorporates Neoclassical details. Thecentral entry onthe three-bay facadei s
emphasi zed by 2-story, 3/4-round, fluted columns capped with garlands which also decorate
W ndow spandrels. Paterna decorate the doorway molding. Theslate, hip roof is topped

by a cupol a.

Rialto Theater (19/6, Photo. #15), 53 Main Street, celebrated for i t sdistinctive
appointments when opened i n 192 3, has been variously described as Art Deco, Art Nouveau
and Ecclectic. Designed by Frank andW lcox of Boston, andinterior decorator Eckart
Studi os of New York, The theater cost over $200,000 and seated 1400. Two storefronts
originally incorporatedinto the facade canbe distinguished by tw. splayed, cut stone
lintels. The three-story, central bayi s defined by cut stone pilasters supportinga
cornice t oenframe a scul ptured, central panel including a sunburst pattern, round arched
mol di ngs around raised discs. The panel i s surmounted by three, round-headed, banded wi ndows
with hood molding leading t oa second cornice beneath a parapet. Each panel, definedby
these crossing architectural elements, i s again enframed by a brick pattern of stretchers.
O the second level, side bays include double wi ndows enframed by brick stretchers with
cut stonesills andcorner blocks fromwhich spring radiating arches. The tynpanum within
is centered by a circular design of patterned brick. Two cartouches si toneither side
of the triple window above the marquee: oneenscribed "R, the other, "T".
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MaryA. Gal lagher Junior High School (28/3, Photo. #6), Church Street, i sa four-story.
Renai ssance Revival structure designed i n1928 by MA Dyer, Boston. Rusticated, cut
stone i sused on thefirst floor; buff-colored brick, accentuated with brick quoins,
on theupper levels. The toptwo floors are separated by a belt course and capped
with dentils and cornice. Doorways arerecessed behind arched openings. The central
pavillion houses themain frontispiece. The doorway i sseti na round arch surrounded
by aroll molding. The entry i ssided by rusticated stone pilasters with lonic capitals
supporting a segmental pediment with tynmpanumenblazoned with cartouche and foliation.
Third story windows above t heentrance have architraves surmounted by an entab-
lature. Fourth floor pavilion wi ndows sport flat, brick arches with keystone
pattern. The auditoriumand stairwells aredistinguished by oversized, round-headed
wi ndows. Other fenestration principally consists of 12/12, doubl e-hung sash topped

by flat, brick arches.



8. Significance Leominster: Monumert Square Historic District

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture __ economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education Amilitary social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_2L 1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
X 1900- communications industry __3"politics government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates multiple Buil der/Architect Hartwell, Richardson and Driver; Frost
—J\ 1

M rTainyT"rank and W | cox
statement of Significance (in one paragraph) aMi]RalerTainyT'ra and Wico

The Mbnunent Square District is significant asthe center o£ comercial

and civic activities for Leomnster since its devel opment as a manufacturing
city inthe early 19th century. As a community which peaked at t het um of
the century, downtown Leom nster displays a conpact concentrationof |ate
Victorian andi classical revival styles with fewintrusions. Thearea thus
meets criteria A and Cof the National Register, retaining integrity of
design, materials, workmanship, and setting.

The town of Leom nster was incorporatedin 1740, although pernanent

settlement had been establishedhere inthe 1720's. For its first 50years,
Leom nster was anagricultural commnity. Theoriginal town center, focused
on the first meetinghouse (1741), was then | ocated north of the present
downtown. By the tinme of the Revol ution, howevei', a second meetinghouse

had been constructed on what i s nowthe Gomon. The focus of the conmunity
shifted toand remained onthis area.

As i s typical of NewEngland comunities, residential settlement and hone-
based manufacturing began toinfiltrate the town center area. Blacksmthing,
sawand grist mlling, tanning and horn conb maki ng were establishedin the
late 18th century along the tributaries of the Nashua River. Several water
privileges were granted al ong Monoosnoc Brook, which cuts acircular path
behind what i s nowthe comercial district.

By the early 19th century, the center began t oattract additional residential
devel opment and smal | commercial properties. I nfact, the Monunent Square
District retained aresidential quality well into the20th century; a striking
survivor i s the Geek Revival cottage on Main Street known as Bal ch Place
(19/5, Photo 16).

By mid-century, the Qonmon area was densely establishedwith public

bui | dings and churches. Wth the proliferation of nev/ denom nations, the
Congregational Church was joined first by Baptist and Unitarian societies, then
later by the Methodists.

The CGmon was deeded t ot he town in 1841 by the First Congregational

Society, with the stipulation that it beused only as a park (1/22, Photo 1).
Shade trees were planted at thetime, but the coomon (then over anacre of |and)
was |eft unfenced until 1856 for the convenience of farmers. Late 19th
century inprovements attest toalater period of affluence and comunity

pride, andinclude a Sol dier's Mnunent (1867), seating (1874), drinking
fountain, bandstand (1891), and extensive |andscaping.
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Verba boundary description and justification S ATTACHED KETCH MAP.

Boundaries of the Monumat Square District were drawn' to include the greatest concentration
of turn of the centiary civic and cormercial structures retaining integrity of design and '
matferials. Exclusions of adjacent structures, keyed to the sketch itap, are described as
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
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Bui I dings of the early 19th century included several civic andinstitutional
structures, none of which remain today.. Mst inportantly, the second
meet i nghouse was noved up Vst Street and re-incarnated as Gardner Hal I,

providing municipal offices and school roons until 1851. I nthat year a
new Town Hal | was built opposite the coomon (site of 28/18). Gardner Hall
subsequently served as a hi gh school until it bumed in 1870.

In the second half of the 19th century, Leonminster entered a periodof
sustained growth and affluence. Spurringthis devel opment was the arrival of
the railroad -- nost notably the Fitchburg and Wrcester Railroad, which
passed through Leom nster center in 1847. Indicative of the growth of

this period, Leomnster's population increase by 501 between 1840 and 1850
alone. Industrial production expanded t othe manufacture of piano cases, baby
carriages, shirts, woolen goods, and paper. Mechanization of horn coni
production gained Leom nster anear national nmonopoly inthat industry.

In response tothis prosperity and added prestige, the Monunent Sguare
District experienced aconstruction boom Small frame buildings i n vemacul ar
styles were replaced by | arger masonry churches and commercial buildingsi n
nmore academc styles. Residential buildings gradually gave way t ocivicand
commercial buildings.

The first town hall building was raised astory in1865toinclude a library,

but di dnot prove sufficient for long. A second town hall was built onanewsite
in 1894 (28/1; bumed 1909), displaying an el egant Ri chardsoni an Ronanesque

style. The second najor nunicipal structure of this period i s the Central

Fire Station (28/13, Photo 4). Built i n 1898, this large Italianate building
clearly denonstrates civic coomtnent and pride. Also dating fromthis period

is the modest Field School on School Street (28/2).

In 1872, a newchurch was erected by the Evangelical Society (now t he
Pilgrim Congregational Church; 1/2, Photo 2) opposite the Gmon. This
nmonurent al editice was joined the sane year by the Methodists, who built

on Main Street (site of 19/4) their third church (demolished i n1969). The
Baptist Society, which had | ocated i n Mnunent Square i n1851, built a
commandi ng newstructure i n 1891, known as the Merriam Menorial Building
(28/19, Photo 3).

Many of the District's existing comerical blocks also date fromthe late
Victorian period. Theyear 1874 sawconstruction of two major

on opposite corners facing the Gmmon. The Allen Block was built by Joel

C Allen, a Leomnster native (1/19" Photo 8). I n addition toserving i nlocal
and state governnent, Allen was a' promnent banker and Vi ce-President and
Director of the Fitchburg and Wrcester Railroad. Anong the early occupants

of the Allen Block was the Jewett Piano Gonpany. The Foster Bl ock was

built by George and Charles Foster (28/16, Photos 9 and 10). The brothers
establ i shed a boot andshoe business and a short-lived grocery store, and

were anong the Foster Block's original 12 tenants.
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Later 19th century stores include the Nickerson Block (28/10, Photo 12),
built onMain Street in 1891 by David C Nickerson, who had opened one of
the town's earliest drygoods stores. N ckerson was al so a banker and a
state representative. The upper stories of the Nickerson Block containedtwo
large halls where a nunber of fraternal orgainzationsheld their meetings.

(0 the sane periodis the VWod Block built by Nathaniel G Wod (16/9). Véod
had bought up the east side of Monunent Square i n the second half of the
19th century, replacing 1-1/2 and 2-1/2 story storeswith nore el aborate
brick buildings named for himself. Qe of his first tenants was the dress
shop of F B Banes, which advertisedParis and New York styles.

The Col unbi a Hotel, operated from 1890 t o0 1930, was conveniently |ocated near
the depot and on the streetcar railway (19/11, Photo 13). Partners in this
venture were John Lockey, a manufacturer of piano cases, and Hamlton

Mayo, a |awyer and banker. Both were active incivic affairs. Myo also
constructed the Mayo Building (1909), a 2-story commercial block on Min
Street (28/9, Photo 12).

Expandi ng needs and new civic pride also affected transportation services. In
response toapetition fromthe populace, the Fitchburgand Wrcester

Railroad in 1878 replaced a small structure on the east side of the tracks
with an omat e Gothic Revival Depot on the west side (19/15, Photo 7).

By the last third of the century, the transition was begun from conbs nade
fromhorn, tortoise shell, andivory t othose nade of plastic. The plastics
industry rapidly expanded toa multitude of other products, showing its

greatest expansion I n Leom nster between 1900 and 1920. This prol onged prospertiy
is reflected inthe continued growth of the Mnunent Square District after

the t umof the century. Several revival styles of architecture were enpl oyed
during the period.

[Ilustrating this change, the nodest unomanment ed MG ath Bl ock (16/8) of

1890 was fol lowed i n 1899 by another MG ath Block (19/1, Photo 14),

nmore el aborate and refined I nthe Renaissance Revival style. The Richardson
Bui | ding, another fine exanple of this style, was bhuilt 1 n1909 by t he

pi ano manufacturer, HB Richardson; it remains thetallest structure in the
central business district (28/ 14, Photos 9 and 11). Cabinet nakers and

wood carvers from Richardson's factory were enployed t ofinish the interior, which
retains outstandi ngwoodwor K.

A wel cone addition tothe center was the construction i n 1923 of the Rialto
Theater, designed by Frank and Wlcox of Boston with a lavish interior
executed by Echart Studios of New York. The cost was $200, 000 (19/6,

Phot o 16).
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In institutional devel opment, fire devastated the First Congregational Society
meetinghouse i n 1903. The society rebuilt onthe sane site, resulting in the

First Church of Leom nster, a heavy nmasonry structure blending English and Ronanesque
influences (28/ 17A Photo 3).

Muni ci pal constructionalso accelerated inthis period. The town, with the assistance of

a Carnegi e Foundation grant andprivate contributions, built theleomnster PublicLibrary
in 1910, using the Neoclassical style (1/3). The present City Hall, a Neoclassical

building of 1915 dates from the year Leom nster was incorporated as acity (28/1, Photo 5).
The structure was designed by Frost and Chanberl ain.

Leom nster's Mary A Gallagher Junior H gh School was built i n1928, thefirst school of its
kind inthe comunity (29/3, Photo 6). The elaborate, finely executed Renai ssance Revival
building represented a major undertaking for the city, and replaced several existing
nuni ci pal structuresonthe site.

The Post Office, also built i n1928 represents a final Neoclassical addition to the
center before the onset of the Depression (29/14).

The decline in Leomnster's econony during the Depression was intensified by the
change i n fashion t obobbed hair, causing major losses in the hair conb and omanent
industry. Mny shops closed; other survived only with reduced staffs. The piano case
industry died out conpletely by 1935.

By 1940, however, the plastics and chemcal industry assuned nore than 251 of the value
of local products and enpl oyed 201 of the workers. The manufacture of shirts contributed
20% of the value of products; the manufacture of conbs and buttons, 10%

Since World Vér 11, physical devel opnent has sl owed. Several 19th century
structures have been denolished and replaced with smaller and |ess distinctive commerci al
bui I dings. Nevertheless, these new structures form generally inobtrusive infill.

Architecture in the Monunent Square District clearly reflects thearea' s historic
inportance. The large scale, masonry materials, and nonunental qualities of design
are significant and well-preserved features of this distinctive area. National
Register listing is expected toencourage continued maintenance and preservation.
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Vincent J. GaiiipoRasso
318 Worcester Road
West mi nster, Mass. 01473
March 5, 1982

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
294 \Washi ngton Street
Bost on, Mass. 02108

ATTN Patricia L Wesl owski

RE The Col unbi a Hot el
RE Tie All en Block
RE 810 Mnunent Square, Leom nster, Mass.

Dear M. Weésl owski :

| amwriting in response to your letters of March 1, 1982 in regard
to the Colunbia Hotel and the Allen Block.

| am pleased that the buildings | own ny be nomnated to the National
Regi ster for Historic Places.

Qver the past two years, | have purchased the 3 buildings |isted above
and have nade substantial renovations to the Allen Block and | am in the
process of making substantial renovations to the Colunbia Building. Itis
ny hope that the above buil dings should be listed as Historic Properties
worthy of preservation.

Wul d you please include the above properties for nomnation before the
State Review Board. | would appreciate i tif you would send a copy of the
nom nation 'as set forth inyour letter of March 1, 1982

| woul d appreciate i tif you would forward any and all information
so that | may continue the rehabilitation of the buildingsthat | purchased
and | am nost especiallyinterested i napplying for Federal Assistance.
| would appreiciatei tif you could send any docurments or informationso that
| nmay obtain sone know edge of the prograns for Federal Assistance and proccedures
to obtain the sane.

Thank you very nuch.

ncent J. Cam”oBasso
YJC/amp



PLANNING BOARD

CITY HALL - 25 WEST STREET
TDM G. KIZI3 TELEPHONE

PLANNtNB DIRECTOR LEOMINSTER. MASSACHUSETTS 01453 G17-537-6551

March 26, 1982 RECHIVED

MR @ "138
Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski, Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission MASS. HIST. CO.MiM
294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
Dear Ms. Wesl owski :

Al though 1 have held theposition of Planning Director
here i nLeominster only since March 1st, i t i smost apparent that
the proposed nomination of t heMonument Square Historic District
woul d be a tremendous asset t ot hecommunity i f accepted.

It has been made clear t onme that t henumber one priority

of t hePlanning Board i st hedowntown area....specifically Monument
Square. Mayor Richard J. Girouard has also been directing much of
his energies t othat area which i sreally themajor focal point

in our community.

I will notgo into thespecifics of our downtown planning
program as | am sure youmust be aware of those activities. The
downtown i st helifeblood of any community and |l ampresently look-
ing at other programs t ostrengthen t hecenter city. I am working
with local banks t odevelop economic programs t obenefit t hedown-
town area andt hecommunity as a whole. I have been monitoring
the State's proposed CDAG program. I am wondering i fwe might
be able t ousethis potential money i na programusing facade

easements and sign i mprovements.

In short, thedesignation of t heMonument Square area

as a Historic District goes hand i nhand with many other things

we arestriving t oaccomplish here i nLeominster. I have reviewed

the criteria and feel that we have met all conditions. I sincerely
hope that t henomination i sgranted. I feel that youprobably would

be hard-pressed t ocome up with another community where progressive-
ness complements t hehistorical past so nicely.

Thank you.
Respectfully,.

TOM G KI ZI'S
Planning Director

TGKND

MEETS THE FIRST ANDTHIRD TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 7:00P.M.



March 30, 1982.
Patricia L. Wesl owski
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street,
Bost on, Massachusetts. 02108. e, 11 e s

Dear Ms. Wesl owski, MASS KIST. @ Lvi,

The Leom nster Historical Conm ssion voted t oexpress support
for the proposed nom nation of Mnunment Square Historic District.

The Conmon area, including Monunment Square, has always been t he foca
focal Center of our Community. | ti shere andalong Main Street that
Leom nster's finest buildings are |ocated.

V€ areconvinced thedistrict neets thecriteria andbelievet he
nom nation shoul d be granted.

Sincerely,

Chairman, Ms. Evelyn B Hachey,
Dr. George W Bond, Jr.
R Sherwin Drury,
Mary L. Gal |l agher,
Robert C Laserte,
M chael Renyol ds
Ms. Irma E Witney.



Off MT7-537-0778

n 537-0779  537-0770
April 5, 1982 Nep o, VI
" assachusetts Historical Comm ssion t\/1/""\S H "M* GOMVE
294 \Wshi ngton Street WU- - -

Boston, Mass. 02108
RE ddMQ@ath Bl ock, 2 Mnunent Sguare
ATIN Patricia L. Vsl owski
Dear M. sl owski :
| was pleased toreceive theenclosed notice.

| support thenomnation of theddMQ@ath Block, 2 Mnunent Sgquare
to the National Register.

I'f youneed anything further please feel free tocontact ne.

Very truly yours,

\JQ anp

Encl osur e



FITCH BUnO-LEOIVIINaTBR

Smitind anh [Entadxrise

Established 1838

April

Patricia Weslowski
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical
State Historic
294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Re: Enterprise Building -
Massachusetts

Leomi nster,
Patricia Wesl owski :

Thi s
property
in t he Monunent
to t heNational

letter

Register

This property

JRD: pp

808 MAIN STREET, FITCHBURG, MASSACHUSETTS 01420

7, 1982

Il storegister
(Enterprise Building
Square Historic District)
of Historic Places.

_Connission
Preservation Officer

21 Col burn Court,

our objection tothe above
located at 21 Col burn Court
being nom nat ed

I s owned by Thonmson Newspapers, | nc.

Sincerely,

Joseph R Dryden
Publisher and Gener al
Fitchburg-Leomi nster
Sentinel and Enterprise
Division of Thonson Newspapers,

Manager

I nc.

Telephone 617 343 6911



______ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Ii111imf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

April 27, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnment of the Interior
Washington DC 20243

Dear MS. Shull:

| believe that theenclosed responses from owners within theproposed “qgni nnent
Square Historic District were inadvertantly left out of thenom nation subm ssion.

Please note that theowner of 21 Colburn Court has submtted a notarized object-
ion.

Sincerely,

Candacel Jenki ns
Registrafioi/ Director

Gk






FITCHBUNO-I-aOtWIINaTBR

Smitind ab itnterj’\ris,-aRECE'VED

Estdblisricd 1S3t

April

Patricia Weal owskl
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historica
State Historic
294 Washi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Re:
Leomi nster,

Patricia Wesl owski :

This
property
in t he Monument
to t heNational

letter

Regi ster

This property

JRD: pp

AOj /Tl ™r r'/"BAI
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES APRIL 21. 1983

808 MAIN STREET, FITCHBURG, MASSACHUSETTS 0)420

7.

Enterprise Building -

i storegister
(Enterprise Building
Square Historic District)
of Historic

APR ‘Y™ 1307

MASS. HIST. COMM

1982

COMM.

_Connission
Preservation Officer

21 Col burn Court,

Massachusetts

our objection tothe above
located at 21 Col burn Court
being nom nated
Pl aces.

i sowned by Thonmson Newspapers, | nc.

Joseph R Dryden
Publisher and Gener al
Fitchburg-Leomi nster
Sentinel and Enterprise
Division of Thomson Nev-'spaners,

Manager

Telephone 617 343 6911

| nc.
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Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion ArtTAS VIS GOMF

294 \Washi ngton Street
Bost on, r-lass. 02108

RE O dMGath Block, 2 Mnunent Square
ATTN  Patricia L. Wesl owski
Dear Ms. Vsl owski :
| was pleased t oreceive t he enclosed notice.

| support thenomnation o£the O dMGath Bl ock, 2 Mnunent Square
to the National Register.

| £ you need anything further please feel free t ocontact ne.
Very "i "'y yours,
ncent J. CajlpoBaso

\JQ anp

Encl osure



March 30, 1982.

Patricia L. Weslowski

State Historic Preservation Officer

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street,

Boston, Massachusetts. 02108. S e

Dear M. Wesl owski , MA33. Hol, GMvI,

The Leom nster Historical Comm ssion voted t oexpress support
for the proposed nom nation of Monunent Square Historic District.

The CGommon area, including Monunment Square, has always been the foca
focal Center of our Coominity. | ti shere and along Main Street that
Leom nster's finest buildings are located.

V¢ are convinced thedistrict nmeets thecriteria and believe the
nom nation shoul d be granted.

Sincerely,

Chairman, M's. Evelyn B Hachey,
Dr. CGeorge W Bond,Jr.,
R Sherwin Drury,
Mary L. Gal | agher,
Robert C Laserte,
M chael Renyol ds
Ms. lrma E \hitney.



PLANNING BOARD

CITY HALL - 25 WEST STREET
TDM B. KIZIS TELEPHONE

PUANNiING DIRECTOR LEOMINSTER. MASSACHUSETTS 01453 617-537-6551

March 26, 1982RECE|VED

MAR /e 1982

Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski, Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion MASS. HIST. COMM,
294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
Dear Ms. Wesl owsKki :

Al though 1 have held t heposition of Planning Director
here i nLeominster only since March 1st, i t i smost apparent that
the proposed nomination of t heMonument Square Historic District

would be a tremendous asset t ot hecommunity i f accepted.

It has been made clear t ome that t henumber one priority

of t hePlanning Board i st hedowntown area....specifically Monument
Square. Mayor Richard J. Girouard has also been directing much of
his energies t othat area which i sreally themajor focal point

in our community.

|l will notgo into thespecifics of our downtown planning
program as | am sure youmust be aware of those activities. The
downtown i S thelifeblood of any community and | ampresently look-
ing at ot&f programs t ostrengthen thecenter city. I am working
with local banks t odevelop economi c programs t obenefit t hedown-
town area and thecommunity as a whol e. I have been monitoring
the State'S proposed CDAG program. I am wondering i fwe might
be able t o use this potential money i na program using facade

easements and sign i mprovements.

In short, thedesignation of t heMonument Square area

as a Historic District goes hand i nhand with many other things

we arestriving t oaccomplish here i nlLeominster. I have reviewed

the criteria and feel that we have met all <conditions. I sincerely
hope that t henomination i sgranted. I feel that youprobably would

be hard-pressed t oconme up with another community where progressive-
ness complements t hehistorical past so nicely.

Thank you,
Respectfully

TOM G Klzls ~
Planning Director

TGKND

MEETS THE FIRST ANDTHIRD TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 7:00P.M.



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[I1111I»f | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

May 27, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Places :

National Park Service 11
Department of the Interior

Washington, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shul l:

Encl osed youwill find the following nomnation f or ms;
Concord: Wheel er-Merriam House (local)

G oucester: Central G oucester Historic District (local)
Leom nster: Mnunent Square Historic District (local)
Leom nster: Wachusett Shirt Factory (local)

Newton: Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic District (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed

by the State Historic PreservationOfficer. QOnaners were notified of pending

State Review Board consi deration30-75 days before theneeting and were af forded

1t:he opportunityt ocornnent. Gomments received t odate areattached t othe nomnation
or Ims.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenkirfs
Registration Director
Massachuset”™ Historical Comm ssion

Cl/ sac

encl osur es



