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AREA FRVM NO.
173
Toan Somerviiie
Addres k8 Vinal Avenue

Historic Mare Silas Parker (developer

James Burnett (owner-resident)

U Presnt residential

Original
DESCRIPTION
Dae

Source

residential

1873-187"1-

map research / deed research
Style Italianate
Architect unkKnovm

Exterior Mdl Fabric clap™ooards

Outbuildings none

Mgor Alterations (with dates) none

Condition excellent

no Date n/a
less than one acre

Setting J'egt side of Vinal Ave. at

head of Pleasant Ave., surrounded by
late 19th century dwellings in well
established Prospect Hill

Recorded by Gretchen G. Schuler

neighborhoo

Organization N-ass. Historical Commissii
Dae September, 1988



NATI OV REG STER GRHER A STATENENT (if  appl i cabl )
The Parker/Burnett House is historically and architecturally
significant for its representation of the Itaiianate building style in
Somerviiie during a period of rapid residential growth in the Prospect

Hil'l area. The house retains integrity of Jlocation, setting, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association and fulifills Criteria
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

ARHTECTURY. SGNHCMNE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

The well detailed Italianate dwelling is a focal point at the end of

the Pleasant Avenue streetscape. It is representative of a popular
house type in Somerville's rapidly developing post-Civil War
neighborhoods. The well conserved house of clapboards retains its
paired cornice brackets, its two-story bay with molding and the
projecting entrance porch with brackets, squared columns and pilasters
and paired panelled entrance door. There is a large two-story rear
ell.

HSTORCL SGNHCANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history axd how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conaunity.

Prospect Hill, one of the nB9t prosperous residential neighborhoods,
evolved throughout the late-19th century. Prior to that i t was an
agricultural community of farms. Large tracts of land were purchased

by real estate Investors and well=to-do merchants in the md 1800s.
Pl easant, Grandview and Vinal Avenues were part of the 1870 subdivision

plans of lra Hill and others. lra Hill, who Iived at #91 Boston
Street, was a prinicipal in most Prospect Hill subdivisions. Many of
the lots were subdivided a second time prior to development. Early

residents were prosperous Boston and Union Square businessmen.

Lot #27 of Hill's 1870 Plan was subdivided by Robert Vinal and sold in
1873 and 18 74 to Silas and BEwa Parker who owned and developed nany
other Prospect Hill properties. The Parkers built this well conserved
dwelling and sold it to James and Sophia Burnett. Burnett was a
machi ne blacksmith in Boston.
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