FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

RIASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 117-A-2
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester
Address i4.9-51 Union Street

Name Salisbury Factory Building-49-51
Union Street
Present use commercial
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number
Present owner A. J. Realty Co.
90 G ove Street, Vdrc.
3. Description:

Date 1882
Source date placque

Style utilitarian industrial

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Stephen Earle
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. fexterior wall fabric i*ed brick

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features ;ianite placque bearing—
initials "S.S."; granite hood over
double entry; corbelled cornice vath
central parapet and date placque.

two storey
Altered addition Datel 886-1896
Moved no Date
5 L . Assessors' Book 2, p.|l,
N2YAZ1C>IAYpB. OLSIZ& | ot 20 19,517 sq.ft,

One acre or less X! Over one acre

Approximate frontage 100’

Approximate distance of building from street

7!
6. Recorded by S. Ceccacci, S. Lee

& B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization wHPS

Date Revised March 1979

(over)

M-7-77



7. Original owner (if known) Stephen Salisbury I TT

10.

Original use factory

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates commercial (present)

Thenes (check as nmany as applicabl e)

Abor i gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Education Religion
Architectural Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settlenent i nvention

" Conmer ce | ndustry Soci al /

Communi cat i on Mlitary hurmani t ari an

Conmmuni ty devel opnent Politi cal Transportation

Hi storical significance (include explanation of t hemes checked above)

Desi gned by Stephen Earle, a promnent Worcester architect, andbuilt in 1882,
#49-51 Union Street is located at the northeast corner of Union and Market
Streets. The building originally was trapezoidal inplan, with anellat its
northeast corner. The original portion of the building is three stories high
with a flat roof, corbelled cornice, parapet (west facade) and undecorated
granite trim Between 1886 and 1896, a twostorey brick addition was nade t o
the building's Union Street facade. Designed by Stephen Earle, this addition
included the structure's present double entry which is capped by a heavy granite
hood set on granite consol es.

Built by Stephen Salisbury I11,#49-51 Union Street stands south of the site of
the Court Mills which was built by his father, Stephen Salisbury |1, between
1829 and 1832.  The Court Mills which were the first factoriesin Wrcester to
provide rental space and power for small nmanufacturers set the pattern for local
industrial devel opment and narked the beginning of the Salisbury famly's long
and inportant involvement in providing factory space for nany of the city's

maj or industries. Mst factoriesbuilt by Stephen Salisbury | | and Stephen
Salisbury 11 stood inthe vicinity of Lincoln Square; however, re-devel opnent
of the. area in the md-twentieth century hasled to the demolition or alteration
of virtually al | of the Salisbuiy Factory Buildings, |eaving #49-51 Union Street
and #25 Union Street (see form 117-A-1) as the nost significant evidence of the
Salisbury famly's influence onthe area' s devel opment.

(cont,)

Bi bl i ography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early nmaps, etc.)

Wrcester Historical Society. Biography file (Thonas Dodge)

Sanitary Engineer, wvol. VII, 5/31/1883, p. 611 (building notice)
Nutt, C History of Wrcester, vol. IIl, p. 63 (Washburn biography)
Washburn, C Industrial Vorcester, pp. 109-299.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Ccmmunity: Form No:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CC>MISION Worcester 117-A-2
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name  Salisbury

Indicate each item on inventory formv”iidi is being continued below.

9.

#49-51 Union Street was built for the Wrcester Barbed Wre Fence Gonpany, a firm
which Vds founded i n 1881 by Thonas H Dodge (apromnent |ocal patent |awer and
inventor who held patents ontextile, paperraakingandagricultural machinery) and
by Charles WAshburn. Fromits foundingthe firmwas |oosely connected witht he

MV ashburn & Mben Manuf act uring Gonpany (of which Charles Washburn's imcle, |chabod,
had been the founder), the city's largest industry. 1 n1883, Dodge was forced by
his health toretire fromthe business, resulting i nthe purchase of the Wrcester
Barbed Wre Fence Gonpany by Washburn & Mben which al ready hel d nany barbed-wire
patents andwas t helargest producer of barbed wire i nthe United States. As a
result of the nerger, Charles Washburn was nade a director of the Washburn i Men
Gonpany whi ch continued to manufacture barbed wire at 49-51 Union Street until
1898, after which the building was rented by GL. Brownell, an inventor and maker
of twisting machinery for the manufacture of diverse materials ranging from silk

thread t oheavy ropes. |1 n21909 Brownel |'s business expanded t ooccupy the entire
buil ding which he had purchased from Stephen Salisbury' sestate i n1908; Brownell's
firm continuedinthis location until after Viorld Vér | . At present #49-51

Union Street isrented toa variety of small firms.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



