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CONDITION (Check One)
Excellent [] Good [y Fair [7] Deteriorated [ ] Ruins (] Unexposed []
heck
INTEGRITY (Check One) (Check One)
Altered [x] Unaltered [] Moved [} Original Site &

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Architect Miles Romney prepared plans for this lovely structure under
directions from the L.D.S. Church architect. The overall dimensions are
106 feet long, 56 feet wide and 40 feet to the square, including the nine-
foot basement walls. Setting at the east end of the gabled roof, the tower,
with its clock, rises to 140 feet. The sandstone basement walls are three
feet thick, while those of the main floor are only two and one-half. The
lovely red sandstone blends beautifully with the setting--the red cliffs
from which it was taken.

The interior boasts 29 foot ceilings. A gallery ten feet high extends
on the north, east and south walls where it is supported by nine solid
turned columns on the sides and two such columns on the east end. The west
end of the main assembly room supports a choir loft and a three-level
speaker's stand. Two circular stairways lead to the gallery from the main
entrance on the east end of the building.

A plaster of paris cornice extends'all around the ceiling of the assem-
bly room.and consists of moldings, dentals, and 184 bunches of grapes.
Three artistic pieces were placed in the ceiling representing large Acanthus
leaves, the center one having a garland of flowers around the outside.
These, with the woodwork, the shield over the choir loft, and the three
crowns, representing the three personages in the Godhead, are convincing
evidence that master craftsmen worked well,

Although very minor decorative modifications have been made to the
interior of the assembly hall, it remains much as it was when completed in
1876. In 1878 a sacrament set and organ were provided. In 1883 new chande-
liers were added. The total cost of the building has been estimated to be
$110,000.

8. Significance (continued):

Samuel Worthen and Sons; Chief Mason: Edward L. Parry; Woodwork and
Architecture: Miles Romney; Assistants to Romney: William Barnes, Edson
Barney, Willis Coplan, llosea Stout, David Rogers; Wood Turning: Benjamin
Blake, Thomas Cottam, Joseiah Hardy, Warren Hardy; Painting: David Milne,
William Smith; Plastering: William Burt and Sons; Lime Suppliers: Samuel
Judd and Sons; Tinner: C. L. Riding.

The lovely structure is still used for church services and communjﬁy
activities. ;\\Eﬂ,ff"
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SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education O Political O Urban Planning 4
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

George Tabernacle ''carries the conviction of dignity and strength. I|ts

appearance, far more than words can tell, reveals the love and infinite

pains lavished upon it by those who slowly brought an architect's dream

to reality. Born of suffering and travail, it imparts no sense of toil

and hardship, but the feeling of effortless creation that only great art
can achieve. It is these things which lead the discriminating beholder

to assert that tabernacle is the finest example of the chapel builder's

art, not just in Utah, but in the whole Mormon experience."

The Tabernacle was one of two ''public works programs'' undertaken in
southern Utah by President Brigham Young. Because of the hard economic
conditions facing the Dixie Cotton Mission, the church leader advised the
saints to build a tabernacle and a courthouse. They did. All tithing of
the Mormon Church south of and including Cedar City, and later Beaver,
Utah, was turned to the construction of the Tabernacle.

The ground was dedicated by Apostle Orson Pratt June 1, 1863. The wall
the stone portion of the tower, and the roof, were on by December 29, 1871.
The interior was furnished in 1875, Brigham Young, Jr. dedlcated it May
14, 1876 at a southern Utah m|55|on conference.

All materials were produced locally except for the window panes, door
locks, h|nges and chandeliers. The window glass was shipped from the

) A;Lant|c seaboard by way of Cape Horn to Wilmington, California. Popular

T credlts Peter Nielson of Washington, Utah, with paying the whole
L $60 freight bill from savings he had garnered to improve his own humble
dwellwﬁ

b(: ~L|m stone and sandstone for the foundations and walls respectively were

/»qu rried nearby. Timber was hauled from Pine Valley 35 miles to the north.

1\P1astef was burned nearby. The timber trusses were hand-hewn with broad
. 39(6@;

The following people should be credited for their labors:

Builder, suppliers, etc: Quarryman: Archibald MchNeil; Blacksmith:
Hector McQuarrie; Stonecutters: William Fawcett, Charles L. Walker, Wilson
Lund, George Brooks; Masons: Oswald Barlow, George Woodward, Lars Larson,

(continued on preceding page)

in the words of one of Utah's finest historians, A. Karl Larson, the St
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"Early Buildings [in St. Georgel,' Utah Mistorical Qué?fé;ly, Vol. XXIX,
No. 3, July 1961,

Hafen, A.K., Beneath Vermillion Cliffs, Historic St. George, published pri-

) vately,dSt. George, Utah, 1967. L o

R parionces | n HorToN PToREST e Ph e s ~(Re T e Fiyerfsip-Uniaue
, ''Peter Neilson's Gift,'" The Red Hills of November, 311-313 (Salt

[ake TTty, 1957).

, "'Erastus Snow and the Public Works Program,' With the Outposts
of Zion: The Life and Times of Erastus Snow. (Now_ in pFocess of publica-

tion by tNe-UNTVETSTTy of UTaPress “Salt Lake City) The ti i ted |
Chap. %8 of this fort coming biography. ake City) The title cited is

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
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Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ’ ” o ) » 370 6. 29- ]]30 3]_,1 58 ”
NE o : "n o ’ »
SE o] ? ” o ’ L]
Sw 9 ’ » [«] ’ ”
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: v CODE | counTY CODE
] S Mo
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: [ CODE
e
\”l’
Lo
STATE: CODE | COUNTY C‘Q!x copE
i
=t
COUNTY\?,

NAME AND TITLE:

_Melvin T. Smith

ORGANIZATION DATE

Utah State Historical Society October 2, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

603 _East South Temple

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Salt Lake Citvy , Utah i g

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been ('(5 i /‘ (f 7
d din iteri d du t ] Lo A )
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures se C’(}(;{,-LL[‘Z / | /( g 7 é/ji,f;f/j’/? é"(,é[f/’)‘i

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

. Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic PresMn
level of significance of this nomination is:

Nati(7a1 X State [ Local [¥ Mﬁy 34 79??

fj/ / Date
Name %&M M'Mi/tcu U

Milton L. Weilénmann
Title Utah State Liaison O0fficer

Date
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