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The Colorado Southern Railroad Depot is set next to the rail line near 
the center of downtown Crowley.

The plan consists of two large square waiting rooms with a ticket 
booth and pair of restrooms set between them. The waiting rooms are 
treated with criss-cross beam ceilings which give the effect of 
coffering, and large arches over the ticket windows.

The brick bearing wall building is covered with stucco which is worked 
in various ways to achieve architectural effects. For example, over the 
arched doors and windows, the stucco is worked so as to give the 
appearance of rusticated youssoirs. The exterior has a somewhat massive 
and spreading character with features taken mainly from the California 
Mission Revival. These features include the use of pale stucco and 
red roofing material and the use of crudely scrolled embrasures and corner 
pilasters in the tower. The most impressive mission features are the 
depot's four baroque gables with their inscribed sunburst windows. At 
one time the tower was surmounted by a pyramid roofed campanile composed 
of arches with scroll volutes at the corners. Though it has been removed, 
this feature is slated to be replaced in kind as part of an ongoing 
restoration of the depot. When this work is complete, the depot will be 
used as a commercial showroom.
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The Colorado Southern Railroad Depot is significant in the 
areas of architecture and transportation. The depot is architecturally sig­ 
nificant as a good representative example of a Mission Revival railroad 
station. It represents an early 20th century fashion for building depots 
in the Mission Revival style, which was prevalent among railroad companies 
oriented towards the southwest.

In addition, the California Mission style did not see a significant
flowering in Louisiana until the 1920's. Because the Colorado Southern
depot was built in 1907, it stands as an extremely early example of the
style for the state and, indeed, for the region.

The depot's significance in the area of transportation rests upon its 
status as the town's foremost reflection of the railroad, which was an 
important mode of transportation in the area throughout most of the twentieth 
century. The depot was built in 1907, the same year as the completion of 
the Eunice to Crowley railroad as part of the Colorado Southern, New Orleans 
and Pacific line. Later in 1907, the line became part of the Frisco 
Railroad.

The building was designed by C, H. Page, an architect from Austin, 
Texas. The contractor was W. C. Whitney of Beaumont, and the cost of 
construction was about $15,000.

The railroad was important for both passenger and freight service. 
"During heavy rice years, you would have two-engine trains with sometimes 
200 cars filled with rice waiting to leave," recalled Dorsey Peckham, 
longtime railroad employee. In the 1930's, the building ceased to be 
used as a passenger depot, and it was leased to American Legion Post No. 15 
for $1 per year until 1945. For a number of years it served as the local 
American Legion Home. In 1978, the depot was purchased by the present 
owners, who plan to restore it and use it as a showroom.
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