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SCALE X. XC OOP 

Address 597 Washington S t r e e t 

Historic Mane Zachariah Richardson Hous 

Use: Present d v / e l l i n g 

Original school house, shoe shop 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c . l 7 9 ^ ; c.lB^Os 
H i s t o r v o f V/inchester, Chap man. 

Source S t r u c t u r a l a n a l y s i s 

Style Greek Rev iva l 

Arch i tect anonymous 

Exterior Hall Fabric cla-pboard 

Outbuildings e 

Major Alterations (with dates) rear 

a d d i t i o n , I 9 8 7 . 

Condition Very good 

i rom iov;er 
Moved'^ashington St.Date c . l 8 l 8 

Acreage 39 acres OI-ODC<-

Setting Suburban r e s i d e n t i a l a long 

major e a r l y t h o r o u g h f a r e . 

Recorded by A l l e n H i l l , Carol E ly 

Organization 'Winchester H i s t o r i c a l Comm 

Date 11/78; r e v i s e d IO/87 by H.White 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f appl icable) 

The Zachariah Richardson House is s i gn i f i can t as a Greek Revival Style house that 
incorporates parts of an e a r l i e r s t ructure and f u l f i l l s Cr i te r ion C. Because of i t s 
associations with the Richardson fami ly , se t t led in present-day Winchester by 1642, 
the Richardson House meets Cr i te r ion A of the National Register of H is tor ic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in^tems of 
other buildings within the community. " ' ' ' y !;'^'A\ 

The Zachariah Richardson House appears to have been b u i l t on the 
foundation of an e a r l i e r s t ruc tu re , and parts of an e a r l i e r s t ructure 
may have been re-used and incorporated in to the framing of the present 
house. This was a common pract ice during the l a t e eighteenth and early-mid 
nineteenth century. The present house stands on land that was fo rmer ly 
the f r o n t yard of Zachariah Richardson's house.* The s t ructure may 
incorporate a l l or par t of a schoolhouse erected i n 179^» and moved i n 
1818 " . . . . f u r t h e r no r th , becoming Zachariah Richardson's shoe shop." 
(History of Winchester, p .122) . Maps show that by 185^ i t had become 
a residence occupied by J.Eaton; by L.A. Wyman from 1865-1889; and 
Granvil le Richardson from I889-I962. 

The Richardson House i s a two and one-half s tory dv/elling based 
on an elongated rectangular p lan, w i t h a gable roof of low p i t c h . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the ro le owners played in local or state h i s to ry and how the 
bu i ld ing re la tes to the development of the comnunity. 

A l l of the land i n the northeastem par t of Winchester ( fo rmer ly • 
part of Wobum) was occupied from the f i r s t settlement by the three 
Richardson brothers, Ezekie l , Samuel and Thomas. Ezekiel had a r r ived 
at Charlestown by I63O, and was appointed to i t s f i r s t board of selectmen 

' i n 1634. His brothers joined him c i rca I636. Despite t h e i r youth a l l 
three were named commissioners from the Charlestown church and assigned 

' to create a settlement and church i n Wobum. By 1642 the Richardson 
* brothers were l i v i n g on ad jo in ing farms i n Winchester, i n the v i c i n i t y 

of present day Washington Street . At one time there were eight Richardson 
fami l i e s l i v i n g along Washington Street , which was appropria te ly known 
as Richardson's Row. 

* Zachariah Richardson's house stands nearby at 607 V/ashington St ree t . . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

History of V/inchester, by H. Chapman, p. 122. 
r.'iaps. 

8/85 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL aM>flSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: 
Winchester 

Form No; 

457 

Property Name: Zachariah Richards|)n 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^iich is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

A l l surviving d e t a i l i s Greek Revival, including the six-over-
nine sash, window moldings and comice moldings, as w e l l as the 
trabeated entrance w i t h s i d e l i g h t s . Windows of the lower story are s i x -
over-nine divided sash, while those of the upper story are six-over-six 
divided sash. The asymmetry of the window placement on the mam facade 
suggests that the house may have been b u i l t i n several stages. The 
i n t e r i o r framing of the three bays of the south section of the house 
consists of heavy hewn timbers w i t h mortise and tenon joinery. The 
three bays of the north section of the house contain much l i g h t e r 
framing. The c e l l a r extends under the four southemmost bays (including 
the main entrance) and contains an early nineteenth century arched 
brick chimney base. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

Chain of ownership: 

1. Zachariah Richardson 
2. J. Eaton 135^-1865 
3. L . A . Wyman I865- I889 
k . G r a n v i l l e & E t t a Richardson I889 - I962 

S t ap l e t o Inven,tory >form at bo t tom 

M r^ 
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At tes t 
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l la t loaal Ee-latar Attest 
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NatlcQJil Begistar 
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7 / W 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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historic current 

DESCRIPTION 
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