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Karl Edward Bracht House 
Name of Property

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Sebastian County, Arkansas
County and State

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
Section number Page

ADDRESS OF THE PROPERTY:
The address of the Karl Edward Bracht House is 315 North 13*'’ Street in Fort Smith, Sebastian County, 
Arkansas.

DATE AND CAUSE OF DESTRUCTION:
The Bracht House was demolished prior to November 7, 2001.

CONFRIMATION OF DESTRUCTION:
The destruction of the Bracht House was confirmed via a site visit prior to April 8, 2002.

APPROVAL OF THE DELISTING BY THE STATE REVIEW BOARD:
The delisting of the Karl Edward Bracht House from the National Register of Historic Places was approved 
by the State Review Board on November 7, 2001.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Karl Edward Bracht House, 315 North 13th Street, was constructed in Fort Smith around 
1866 on what was then a one-half block piece of land. The house originally faced north 
on North D Street.

The two story house is basically Early Victorian; originally symmetrical in both plan and ? 
elevation. It was built of red clay brick with wood roof and plaster walls. The windows 
have black sash and white shutters.

j
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The front or north elevation is symmetrical with front entry door flanked by two windows 
on each side, two story in height. Originally, there was a porch covering the entry with 
two square brick columns supporting a bracketed flat-top wood roof. The south elevation 
was identical to the north but lacked the porch. End elevations have two windows each - 
one on top of the other centered in the wall.

The roof is a simple gable with large frieze board and brackets the entire perimeter. 
Circular eave vents are at each end elevation.

Originally, the house consisted of two structures, the second a kite .en area, built at a 
later date than the living quarters. They appear to have been com.- ed by a breezeway 
porch.

The kitchen structure consists of two rooms and a basement construe 
to that of the main house. Through years of modification there nov; 
connection to the south wall of the main house.

■ in a manner similar 
xists an awkward roof

This house has significant, but simplistic detailing. All windows are Victorian in pro­
portion — tall and slender with two vertical lites over two vertical lites. The windows 
are arch top with a three tier corbeled brick arch extending to the break point in the 
arch. The windows are shuttered with the original bat-wing shutters, all existing and in 
moderate repair. The end four windows - two up and two down - are floor length. There 
was originally to have been second story porches or balconies but they were never built. 
These windows have door panels from the window sill to floor level, which enable a person 
headroom to walk out when the lower sash is open. Screens are inside as opposed to out­
side and are only half-screens, secured in a sliding track.

The entry doors are overwide six-panel colonial type doors with raised and applied mould­
ings. The transom window over each is arch top with a sunburst glass design.

The house has two chimneys - symmetrical in rear elevation - but not typical in that they 
do not occur on the end elevations. They are centered on the outside rooms on the rear 
of the house with two fireplaces up and two down.

The floor plan of the Bracht house is symmetrical and extremely simple. While simple, the 
plan expresses a knowledge of space and proportion. The plan is divided by an entry hall 
from the front to the back. This high ceilinged hall is flanked on each side by living rooms. 
A walnut hand-carved stairway leads upstairs to a plan exactly like the first floor. The entry 
hall has pastel stencil work on all plaster walls in geometric designs. The colors are shy 
background with darker blue stenciling. Each room has a fireplace centered on the south wall 
between two v/indows. The fireplace fronts are cast iron on the first floor while wood on 
the second. Woodwork and mouldings are significant for their size and detailing.

I
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—LAW
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
deserves recognitionThe Karl Bracht House, while not famously significant in any one 

in many other very important ways.

Karl Edward Bracht left Germany in the 1860's to establish a livelihood in a new country. He 
received his American citizenship in St. Usuis in 1860 and moved to Fort Smith shortly there­
after. Bracht, with this move, became a part of a very important segment of our developing 
economic and social environment. Karl Bracht was neither rich nor famous. His family her­
itage meant nothing to the people in Ft. Smith. This is the point that makes him an important 
part of our developing society. Ft. Smith, a new frontier at that time, leant opportunity to 
ambitious, hardworking people. Bracht typifies the solid middle class which developed such 
a sound economy here - one which prospered and promoted future development.

9i-!Ortly after his arrival in Ft. Smith, Bracht married Lizzie Reutzel, daughter of another 
such family. They developed this work ethic and passed it down to their four children.

This segment of our society is as vital and as necessary I 
have.

protect and preserve as any we

Along with recognizing this particular class of people go de protection we give to their 
way of life. A way of life is best exhibited in our buii. i.'/ironment, that is our struct­
ures; particularly houses. The Karl Bracht House exhibit', this, but in many way is superior 
to the typical.
The Bracht House is one of the few all brick Victorian structures in Fort Smith and is pro­
bably the third oldest structure in the city. The house was not built in the oldest area of 
the city, signifying Brachfs rising prosperity. He was able to purchase what was then a 
blogk_Jif-land._and construct ajiqu^e. This area later became one of the city's most affluent 
neTghborhoods. Judge Isaa'c~Parker lived across from Bracht, the first notable high school 
was down the street, and many notable families lived nearby. This was altered on January 11, 
1898 when a cyclone demolished the Parker home, the high school and the First Baptist Church. 
Bracht's house was in the path but was not touched.

The Bracht House, because of its brick construction, has well endured over 100 years. The 
house is a simple but very significant example of Victorian architecture. The detailing is 
subtle while knowledgeable in execution. While most Victorian structures explored space and 
detailing, this house exhibits a very good sense of scale, proportion and space. Both plan 
and elevation are symmetrical, aside from structures added and modified through years of 
change. Details are typical of the period, but, due to the nature of brick construction, come 
off quite gentle compared with wood structures of the same period. The plan is simple, the 
rooms large, and the glass window area large. This was necessitated by the fact that this 
house was built before utilities were installed in the city. All utilities were later added 
on the surface of the walls.

r
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Detailing in the house exhibits the sophistication that existed in Fort Smith even at this 
early date. Precisely manufactured millwork and mouldings are found. This a‘ i • expresses 
a paradox of the Victorian period. At this time, complexity and diversity v; • ai im­
portant but details and parts such as those used here could be ordered from • ilogue. 
The carpentry in the Bracht house is exceptional. Windows with arch tops an*.; -Lters to
fit are in every room. Door and base mouldings are large. There existed a h. * irchy of 
cost and quality found in many Victorian houses. The further one gets from the front door 
or the higher one goes upstairs, the lesser the quality of the materials. This signifies 
the logic and the thrift of the working man—the same ideal we exhibit today.
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Fort Smith Heritage Foundation
STREET & NUMBER

514 North Sixth Street
June 20. 1978

TELEPHONE

STATE
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CITY OR TOWN ^ --- ------------------

Fort Smith________________________

Estate historic preservation officer certification
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL------ STATE____  LOCAL V

As the designated State Histone Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 IPublic Law 89-6651.1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Par^|iie«vice.
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TITLE DATE r

FDR NPS USE ONLY^ ---------------
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE
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NAME OF PROPERTY braciit house STATE ARKANSAS

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED.

Description! The description shows that the house has been closely However.

care should be taken in the use of terms such as ' Early Victorian'.' These are somewhat vague 

and can easily lead to confusion. This house would more accurately be labled '‘Italianate,' 

for example. Specific and accurate terminology can kelp emphasize a buildingis significance.

8 statement of Significance: while discussing at length the general qualities of mid-19th
century architecture, the specific elements that render this property significant are not 

enumerated. Also, an examination of the house in the context of the town vjould be appropriate.

Bibliography:
Geographical Data — Acreage:

UTM Reference(s):
Verbal Boundary Description:

Certification:
Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage:

Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to _______
on the National Register staff, telephone________(202) 343-64Q1

Brian Rprgprpn

Thank you for your attention to the above items.
^__________ Date

Chief, Branch of Registration

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Karl Edward Bracht House, 315 North 13th Street, was constructed in Fort 
Smith around 1866 on what was then a one-half block piece of land. The house 
originally faced north on North D Street.

The two story house is basically Italianate, and was originally symmetrical in 
both plan and elevation. It was built of red clay brick with wood roof and plaster 
walls. The windows have black sash and white shutters.

The front (north) elevation is symmetrical with the front entry door flanked by two 
windows, two stories in height. Originally there was an entry porch with two square 
columns supporting a bracketed shed roof. The south elevation was identical to the 
north but lacked the porch. End elevations have two windows each - one on top of 
the other centered in the wall.

The roof is a siit5>le gable with large frieze board and brackets on the entire per­
imeter. Circular eave vents are at each end elevation.

Originally the house had a detached kitchen connected to the main structure by a 
breezeway. The kitchen structure currently consists of two rooms and a basement 
constructed in a manner similar to that of the main house. There now exists an 
awkward roof connection between the south wall of the main house and the kitchen.

This house has significant, but simplistic detailing. All windows are Italianate 
in proportion — tall and slender with two over two (2/2) lites. The windows are 
arch top with a thre^e-tiep,,corbelled,-brick voussoirs. -The windows are shuttered 
with the original blinds, all existing and in moderate repair. The end four win­
dows - - two., up, an4 two.-dpsi^ - are-floor length. There were origiria^lly to have 
been second story porches or balconies, but they were never built. These windows 
are paneled from the window sill to floor level, which enable a person headroom 
to walk out when the lower sash is open. Screens are inside as opposed to outside 
and are only half-screens, secured in a sliding track. ' '

The entry has an overwide four-panel door with decorative molding, 
above is of a trefoil design.

The transom

The house has two chimneys - one rear center and the other located on the rear, west.

The floor plan of the Bracht house is symmetrical and extremely simple. While sim­
ple, the plan expresses a knowledge of space and proportion. The plan is divided 
by an entry hall from the front to the back. This high ceilinged hall is flanked 
on each side by living rooms. A walnut hand-carved stairway leads upstairs to a 
plan exactly like the first floor. The entry hall has pastel stencil work on all 
plaster walls in geometric designs. The colors are sky background with darker blue 
stenciling. Each room has a fireplace centered on the south wall between two win­
dows. The fireplace fronts are cast iron on the first floor while wood on the second. 
Woodwork and mouldings are significant for their size and detailing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in Fort Smith, Arkansas ca. 1866 for Karl Edward Bracht, the Bracht House is 
an Italianate-detailed, architecturally significant dwelling that is among the old­
est surviving structures in one of Arkansas' largest and most historic communities. 
Furthermore, the house, through its association with Karl Bracht, reflects the wave 
of Genaan immigration that occurred in Fort Smith in the years immediately follow­
ing the Civil War. The significance of the house is recognized by the citizens of 
Fort Smith, and it has been included by the Fort Smith Heritage Foundation in a 
pictorial survey of significant structures within the city.

Bracht, a native of Prussia, was naturalized in St. Louis in 1860, and after the 
conclusion of the Civil War, was among the tide of German and Irish immigrants who 
settled in the Arkansas River Valley in an area running from Fort Smith on the west­
ern border of Arkansas to the state capitol of Little Rock in the central portion 
of the state. These new settlers contributed to the dramatic increase in the size 
of po(%n.ation of both Little Rock and Fort Smith and to the ejqjansion of commerce 
in each city, as many of the immigrants established'new businesses-.

In Fort Smith Bracht entered the vinegar business and was suceessful enough to 
purchase a city-block of undeveloped property ca. 1866. On one-half of his block 
he erected the Karl Edward Bracht House. ’ - ' '

The symmetrical, two-story, brick Bracht House was one of the finer buildings ih 
the city at the time of its construction. In as late a date as 1850 the vast major­
ity of structures in Fort Smith were built of logs, and the Bracht House was among 
the first structures in the city to be constructed with brick.

The house is a significant exairple of Italianate architecture. The detail-work is 
relatively sinple and indicates that the building was built during the transitional 
phase in Arkansas architecture when sinple and cleanly detailed Greek-Revival dwellings 
were giving way to more complexly ornamented houses.

One of the more interesting features of the Bracht House is the treatment of windows. 
The height and narrowness of the windows express vertical intent. Unusual three­
tiered, corbelled, brick voussoirs form the Roman window arches. Louvered blinds 
cover the windows.

The roof is a simple gable with a bracketed cornice. Circular attic vents are lo­
cated on each elevation. The original entrance is a single-leaf, four-panel door 
which is distinguished by what is nearly a trefoil design in the transom. The orig­
inal entrance porch has been replaced by a simple bracketed hood.
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The floor plan of the Bracht House is syinnietrical and extremely simple. The plan 
is divided by an entry hall running from the front to the back of the house. This 
high-ceilinged hall is flanked on each side by living rooms. A walnut, hand-carved, 
stairway leads upstairs to a plan identical to that of the first floor. The entry 
hall has geometric, pastel, stencil-work on all of the plaster walls, an unusual 
and important surviving feature. The plaster walls are colored sky blue over which 
is applied the darker blue stenciling. Each room has a fireplace centered on the 
south^wal^Lbetwe^a.’two windows.,i'The:fireplace-fronts-are :cast-iron-on the-firet ■■ 
floor"and wood on the second. Woodwork and mouldings are significant for their 

detailing.

Only two changes have had any siabstantial effect on the appearance of the struct­
ure. First, adequate access to the original entrance elevation of the house (on 
the north) has been blocked by a newer house built on a lot to the north of the 
Bracht House. The east elevation, fronting North 13th Street, now serves as the 
main entrance elevation. Secondly, a single-story kitchen-building located to the 
south of the house has been connected to the south elevation of the main structure 
altering the plan to its present T-shaped configuration.

The Bracht House is one of the ten oldest buildings in Fort Smith and is among a 
very few surviving structures that reflect the significant, mid-nineteenth century 
history of the city. Incorporated in 1842, twenty-three years after the establish­
ment of the military outpost of Fort Smith, the town of Fort Smith was, at the time 
of the construction of the Bracht House, the third largest commiinity in Arkansas 
with a population of over 2,000. A seasonal port on the Arkansas River, Fort Smith 
was also the seat of the Federal District Court for western Arkansas. The court 
tried cases not only for western Arkansas but also for the Indian Territory whose 
border formed the western boundary of the town. Much colorful local history of the 
period is connected with the capture and trial of desperados who sought refuge in 
the Indian Territory. In addition the city was a major terminus for the Butterfield 
Stage Line, as the northern and southern branches of the line joined in town to 
form a single route heading west. While not directly associated with major events 
of historical irtportance, the Bracht House is one of the few remaining buildings 
that, through its appearance, visually recaptures the most storied period of Fort 
Smith history.
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PRO ?Af^^ ^ ^
Suite 500, Continental Building - Markham and Main - Little Rock, Arkan:

May 19, 1978

Mrs. John Hohengarten 
Dovmey, CA
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le; (50^) 37t-2763

Re: - Bracht House, Ft. Smith
Sebastian County

Dear Mrs• Hohengarten:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a 
National Register nomination for the above captioned property which will 
be presented to the Arkansas State Review Committee at their June meeting. 
If approved, the nomination will be sxibmitted to the National Register 
office in Washington for final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, 
buildings, objects and districts from all across the country that are 
worthy of preservation. Entry in the National Register is an honor which 
places an obligation on a private owner. It does, however, provide 
protection through comment by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects that might affect 
a National Register property.

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which 
Section 2124 refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed 
you will find an information sheet on that tax act.

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's 
nomination, please contact Sandra Taylor Smith of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, 
sign and return the original to our office. The copy is for your files.
We would appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the 
nomination of this property. If we do not hear from you within 30 days 
your approval will be assumed.

Sincerely,
UlJc31Dc:SIqia2L

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
I approve of the nomination of /the above property to the National Register 
of Historic Places. [/i« Yes No

Comments:

Signature

A Division of the Department of AiVonsos Natural Cul 
An Equal Opportunity Empolyer.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ARKANSAS

Date Entered MAY 2 m

Name Location

Bracht, Charles, House

Rogers, Horace Franklin, K»tuie

Fort Smith 
Sebastian County

Fort Smith 
Sebastian County

Also Notified

Honorable Dale Bumpers

State Historic Preseirvatlon Officer 
Ms. Joan Baldridge 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Suite 500, Continental Building 
Markham and Main Streets

Byers/bjr 5/7/^9 Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.

Honorable David Pryor 
Honorable John P. Hammerschmldt

NR
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