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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed in the early 1800s as an upcountry farmhouse, Mountain Shoals is a 
notable example of a vernacular interpretation of the Federal style of architecture.

Exterior; Mountain Shoals is a two-story frame residence set over a raised brick 
basement. Supported by eight granite pillars, the frame of the house rests upon 
a brick basement stuccoed to resemble granite. The majority of the house is 
clapboard, but flushboard is located underneath the one-story porch on its front 
facade. This porch is supported by six wooden columns and features a notable "wheat 
design" balustrade. Main entry to the house from the porch is through a centrally 
located double door with transom and sidelights with eliptical tracery. A chairrail 
is located on the flushboard siding of the porch. Access to the porch is provided 
by a flight of 13 cut granite steps, each of which is a single stone measuring 7 feet 
14 inches wide and 8 inches high. [Both rear and side entrances also have cut granite 
steps.) All three levels of the front facade feature tripartite windows.

Originally there were four brick chimneys and eight fireplaces in the house. Two 
chimneys were dismantled; one in the 1890s and one in the 1950s. The right rear 
chimney which was razed in the 1950s has been restored. The two other exterior 
chimneys, located at either end of the gable roof, remain original. A kitchen and 
dining room wing was originally located to the north of the house and was believed 
to have been connected to the house by a latticed breezeway. Although large granite 
foundations remain, the wtng itself is no longer extant. In 1975 a projecting gable 
containing two baths was added to the rear of the second floor.

Interior; The first floor of Mt. Shoals features a central hall area flanked on 
each side by two rooms. Entry is made into a paneled central hall which features 
wainscot and a dog-leg staircase with Federal balustrade. Directly to the right 
of the entry hall is the parlor which is plaster with a paneled wainscot, wooden 
ceiling and a simple deep cornice. The wainscot retains its original maple deceit 
painting, and the baseboard is stippled to resemble granite. Especially notable 
is the mantelpiece with its ornately detailed Federal overmantle. This mantel 
and a similar one, found in the dining room, were originally located in a twin 
house (no longer extant) which was located 11 miles to the north of Mountain Shoals 
and is believed to have been constructed by the same builder. Also saved from this 
house was the finely detailed paneled wainscot now in the Mt. Shoals library. The 
parlor, dining room and the library have plaster walls and wainscot. The parlor 
and dining room also feature window and door surrounds with corner block medallions. 
The kitchen (formerly a bedroom) has walls and ceilings of wide boards. Tradition 
indicates that a stair originally led from the dining room to the left upstairs 
bedroom. This stair was removed circa 1870. At present access to the second 
floor is provided by the original staircase in the central hall.



I SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTOHIC
—1400-1499

— 1500-1599
—1600-1699

—1700-1799 
_Xl 800-1899
—1900-

.AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 
_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
_AGRICULTURE 
ARCHITECTURE
_ART
—COMMERCE
_COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS
—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

^-INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

X-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW
—LITERATURE

—MILITARY 
_MUSIC
—PHILOSOPHY
_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION 
_XoTHER (SPECIFY)

Local History

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located fn the small community of Enoree, South Carolina, Mountain Shoals 
is significant both for its associations with prominent individuals in 
Spartanburg County and as an example of a vernacular interpretation of 
the Federal style of architecture.

The exact construction date of Mountain Shoals is uncertain. Tradition 
indicates that the building was constructed between 1818 and 1823 by 
James Nesbitt. However, evidence shows that James Nesbitt did not purchase 
the Mountain Shoals property until 1836. in between the years 1818 and 
1823, the Mountain Shoals tract was owned by Daniel McKee, who operated 
a mill near the site. McKee had received the land from a..state grant in 
1817. He continued to own the Mountain Shoals tract until 1823 when he 
lost the property, and it went up for sheriff's sale. Mountain Shoals 
was subsequently purchased in 1836 by James Nesbitt and Leonard Hill. 
Nesbitt and Hill were both early manufacturers in Piedmont, South Carolina 
and were co-partners In the South Carolina Manufacturing Company. In 1837 
James Nesbitt became the sole owner of Mountain Shoals, and the plantation 
became his permanent residence. It Is James Nesbitt's name which remains 
most intimately associated with Mountain Shoals. In addition to his role 
as an early manufacturer, Nesbitt was a large landholder who owned property 
In several states. James Nesbitt was also a merchant, a prosperous farmer, 
and an active participant In local civic affairs. He lived at Mountain 
Shoals until his death in 1875. His widow, Caroline Brewton Nesbitt, 
subsequently sold Mountain Shoals to James L. Hill in 1877. James Hill, 
son of Leonard Hill, was both a manufacturer and a farmer. Mountain Shoals 
remained In the Hill family until 1924 when it was purchased by Dr. William 
H. Irby, a pharmacist who operated the Enoree Drug Company. The house was 
occupied by the Irby family until 1973. Mountain Shoals subsequently remained 
vacant until 1975 when It was purchased and rehabilitated/restored by Martin 
Meek, A£A and prank Coleman of Spartanburg.

Architecture; Mountain Shoals is a notable example of a vernacular 
interpretation of the Federal style. Especially notable decorative elements 
include the use of tripartite windows, the unusual "wheat design" balustrade 
on the front porch, the notable interior overmantels and paneled wainscot. 
The structure Is also significant for its use of interior deceit painting, 
as a decorative element in imitation of maple, mahogany, and granite.
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The second floor of the house contains a large paneled central hallway, flanked 
on each side by one bedroom. The mantels in each bedroom are original, and the 
right bedroom is especially notable for the original granite deceit painting 
found on both its mantel and baseboard. Both bedrooms feature paneled wainscot 
and plaster walls and ceilings. A small bathroom added in 1975 is located to 
the rear of each bedroom. Located on the north side of the central hall is a 
small (2 1 wide) staircase which leads from the second floor to the attic.

Work is still in progress in the basement floor of Mountain Shoals. The basement 
is generally divided into two large rooms, each with its own 5-foot wide fireplace, 
Walls are constructed of handmade brick as are the eight-inch square floor pavers. 
The main house beams (12" x 12") are exposed, and four of the granite pillars 
supporting the house are visible.

Surroundings: Located on a high slope overlooking the Enoree River, Mountain 
Shoals retains much of its original setting. The original one-story frame 
well house and cut granite well are still intact. Located on the property 
is a ca. 1815 one-story log cabin which was recently moved to Mountain Shoals 
from a neighboring property. The nominated acreage also includes the early 
garden area associated with the house which is enclosed by a fence featuring 
granite posts and portions of the original spindle and picket railings. The 
granite foundations of several of the structure's early outbuildings also remain 
located within the nominated acreage.
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Landscape Architecture: Mountain Shoals continues to retain the form of 
its early garden, one of the few -if any-such gardens remaining in Spartanburg 
County. Although the designer of the garden is unknown, the form of the 
garden and its use of granite indicate that it was probably built during 
the same time period as the house. Located on a slope, the property is 
terraced by a retaining wall constructed of cut-granite blocks. The garden 
area measures eighty-five feet in width and one hundred and forty feet 
in length. It is enclosed by a fence which features forty-seven four foot 
high by eight inch square cut granite posts and original portions of the 
spindle and picket railing. Within the fence, patterns in the forms 
of circles, hearts, diamonds and other geometric shapes are marked off 
with granite field stones. Two boxwood allees, portions of which are over 
six feet high, form the focal points of the garden. One allee runs 
thirty feet and is perpendicular to the house. The other parallels the 
structure and is eighty-five feet in length. The garden is well maintained 
and continues to feature various bulbs, shrubs and trees, (see attached 
sketch map).
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and being more fully and Particularly described as beginning at an iron pin on the 
northeastern edge of Parker Road joint front corner with Katie W. Miller and 
running thence N 68-58 E 432.5 feet to an iron pin joint corner with Enoree 
Baptist Church running thence S 47-38 E 227.2 feet to a concrete monument; thence 
S 57-33 W 496.7 feet to a pin on the edge of Parker Road; thence along and with 
Parker Road N 29-58 W 305.1 feet to the point of beginning.
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Supplemental Enclosure 
Site plan of Mountain Shoals 
Plantation,Spartanburg County, 
South Carolina 1979 S.C. Dept. of 
Archives & History
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Supplemental Enclosure 
Garden Plan for Mountain Shoals 
Plantation, Spartanburg County 
South Carolina 1979 S.C.Dept. of
Archives and History
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Supplemental Enclosure 
Sketch plan for first floor of 
Mountain Shoals Plantation, 
Spartanburg County,South Carolina 
1979 S.C. Dept. of Archives h

History


