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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Main and Military Plaza district i san area i ndowntown San
Antonio conprised of thirteen whole blocks, thetwo plazas, and portionsof
two additional blocks, including 36 contributing structures, 24 conpatible
structures and an open green space (Miin Plaza). Contributing structures
include theprimarily 19th and early 20th-century two- and three-story masonry
structures, punctuated by t he 18t hcentury Spanish Governor's Palace (1), with
the architectural focal points consisting of the19thcentury City Hall (3),
County Courthouse (6), and Cathedral (4). | ncases where an altered structure,
still i nscale, i san essential element i n a facade row (such as t he Cormerci al
Fow at 134 Houston including the Sol edad Bl ock) with alterations consisting of
removabl e facade elenments, thealtered building i sincluded i ntheblock as a
whol e contributing nenber. Three recent 20th-century structures (arestaurant
on Commerce St., the28-story story Frost Bank, and t henew City Rail annex)
that areinconsistentwith thescale and architectural styles of thedistrict
are considered as intrusions. |ti shoped that a district listing on the
National Register will halt any additions t othenumerous parking lots i n the
district. Individual 19th and early 20th-century structureswith renovable
facade additions arelisted as conpatible tothedistrict, i nthat they are i n
scale with thecontributing structuresand could feasibly berestored.

A portion of t he18th-century Pajalache Acequia (SanPedro Ditch)
runs under Main Avenue and veers of f under block 100, appropriated byt he
County toinvestigate and interpret thesite of the acequia before building
county offices and a parking garage on thesite. The acequia had been
covered by 1849.

A wide variety of architectural styles arerepresented i n the
district covering a time span of over 200 years. This variety illustrates
through thebuilt environment San Antonio's evolutionfrom Spanish Presidio
in thel8thcentury to19th-century cowtown, tosolid comrercial city center
in thelate 19th and early 20th centuries, giving thearea an organic, eclectic
flavor not found i n many downtown areas of this size.

Representative of thePresidioperiod of thetwo plazas i s the
Spani sh Governor's Palace (1740), a one-story Spanish Colonial town house.
Originally used as t he comandanci a, headquarters, and residence of thecaptain
of thepresidio of San Antonio de Bexar (the ranking representativeof the
Spani sh king i nt heabsence of t hegovernor), thebuilding has continuedi n
use for residential (19th c.) and commercial (20th c.) purposes for 238 years.
The Palace i snow a city nuseum

The Melchoir de | aGarza house (ca. 1800), a small one-story
caliche block cottage, i stheone remaining exanple of thetype of hones that
once ringed t hetwo plazas during t hePresidio period, through t he Republic,
Statehood, and t he Confederacy. These houses were replaced during t he post-
Civil War boomi nthelate 19th century by theprimarily two-story masonry
comrercial structures, such as the Vogel Belt Conplex (ca. 1880), asthe
enphasis i nthearea shifted from total commnity functionstoprimarily
business and local government functions. This change was intensified bythe



Foim No 10-300a
IHev 10 74)

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT Ol THL.INTERIOR FOR NPS LISEQ\LY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE m
RECEIVED 9
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES JIN

DATE ENTERED

INVENTORY" NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE 2
OMER MAP REFERENCE
Bexar County 12, 40, parking lots
Bexar Co. Courthouse
Main Plaza

San Antonio, TX 78205

Parking Inc. A Texas Corp, Parkingl ot
825 Mel lie Esperson Bldg.
Houst on, TX 78242

Jennie E. Simmang Parking l ot
8830 FM 1560 West
San Antonio, TX 78228

Ernest Hoenig Parkingl ot
8038 Broadway, apt. 206F
San Antonio, TX 78209

e Manuel Davila 42
226"2 Dol orosa
San Antonio, TX 78204

A. N. Zupan 41
220 Dol orosa
San Antonio, TX 78205

Barrett Investment Co. 41 & Parkingl ot
P. O. Box 21070
San Antonio, TX 78221

Estate of Ethel F. Kincaid 43
1914 Al anp National Bldg.
San Antonio, TX 78205
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City of San Antonio 6, 29, 32, 34, 48

City Hall

Military Plaza

San Antonio, TX 78205

San Antonio Savings Assoc 21, 33, & Parking lots

111 Sol edad

San Antonio, TX 78205

Alamob Naticnal Bank of S A Parking | ot

c/o John Ferrell Co.

154 E. Comrer ce

San Antonio, TX 78205

Daughters of St. Paul I nc, 33

114 E Main Ave.

San Antonio, Tx 78205

The Lexington Co. 27, 28

801 N St. Mary's St.

San Antonio, TX 78205

Frost National Bank 11, 17, 25, 27, 30,

c/o John L. Ferrell Qo Parking | ot

1117 M | am Bl dg.

San Antonio, Tx 78205

Groos National Bank Trustee 28

Laura W se National Trust
P Q Box 1300
San Antonio, TX 78205
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Edith Liebmann 26

417 Ri dgenont
San Antonio, TX 78209

William W Atwell 25
306 N. Presa
San Antonio, TX 78205

Donald B. & Betsy Harrell, trustees 26, Parking | ot
801 N St. Mary's
San Antonio, TX 78205

Leah Brenner 25
104 Shook, apt. 145
San Antonio, TX 78212

John Carson 24
1408 Wiltshire
San Antonio, TX 78209

Brenner, Trust 2099 & 2100 23, 24
c/o Frost National Bank exc,

P. 0. Box 1600

San Antonio, TX 78206

Morris Adel man 18
101 W Commerce St .
San Antonio, TX 78205

Perry Kallison 35, 44, 46, 47,
P. 0. BX 9303 Parking | ot
San Antonio, TX 78205
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E E &Virginia Shiner 44, 45, Parkingl ot
1919 N. Flores
San Antonio, TX 78202
| sabel & Beatrice Chapa 44
c/lo 8425 Ahem, apt. 406
San Antonio, TX 78216
. P. Elizondo Parking!l ot
c/o Morris Kallison
124 S Flores
San Antonio, TX 78204
Plaza de | asArmas, | nc. 4, 5 6
301 Skyview
San Antonio, TX 78228
Urban Renewal Agency 1, 3, 6
Houstin & Urban Devel opment
410 S Main Ave.
San Antonio, TX 78205
Rosendo L. Gonzal es
310 W Commer ce St .
San Antonio, TX 78205
David P. Carter 36, Parkingl ot
200 Main Plaza
San Antonio, TX 78205
Legal Professional Bldg. I nc, 37

222 Main Plaza
San Antonio, TX 78205
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Villita Investments 38

c/o Travel Lodge Corp.
P. Q Box 308
El Cajon, Cal. 92022

J. H Toudouze Jr., et al Parking!l ot
304 M|l am Bldg.
San Antonio, TX 78205

Toudouze Realty Co. Parkingl ot
Box 12003
San Antonio, TX 78246

Ornsky Co. Inc. Parkingl ot
707 Contour
San Antonio, TX 78212

Chee Kianh Tong Chinese 39
Freemasons, Trustees of

117 W Nueva

San Antonio, TX 78204

Ms. Sol Dalkowitz 16
Esther K Dal kowitz

103 Devi ne Rd.

San Antonio, TX 78212

Catarino M Reyes 15, parking | ot
113 N. Flores St .
San Antonio, TX 78205
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Joe Centeno Super Market 1 nc, 11
1802 W Comrerce
San Antonio, TX 78207
Arthur & SamSockl er Parking!l ot
143 E. AgaritaAve.
San Antonio, TX 78212
Rosendo & Petra C Gonzal es 13, 14, Parkingl ot
250 Cl ub Dr .
San Antonio, TX 78201
R L. Wiite Co. 10
Box 499
San Antonio, TX 78292
Juanita S Garza 11
244 \W Houston St .
San Antonio, TX 78205
Hyman | nvest ment Co. 19, 20, Parkingl ot
223 W Conmerce
San Antonio, TX 78205
Herbert Bl dg. Co. 13
c/o Joe Hyman
223 W Conmerce
San Antonio, TX 78205
Bessi e Wal sh 14
Rt. 5, Box 424
San Antonio, TX 78211
Main Plaza Corp. Parkingl ot

c/o John L. Ferrell Co,
1117 M| am Bl dg.
San Antonio, TX 78205
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Ferdinand P. Herff, et al
c/lo S H Kress Genesco | nc,
P Q Box 17

Nashville, Tenn. 73202

Rand Devel opment Cor p.
711 Navarro, Ste. 410
San Antonio, TX 78205

Claretian Center

c/lo Claretian Missionaries
1119 Westchester

Los Angeles, Cal. 90019

J. R Bldg. Co.
P Q Box 2727
San Antonio, TX 78229

San Fernando Cathedral
Archdi ocese of S A
9133 Lorene

San Antonio, TX 78216
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arrival of therailroad i n1877, further encouraging devel opment of the cattle
industry. The importance of this area as a center or hub of activityi s
further exemplified by theconstruction of theelaborate three-story Italian
Renai ssance Revival City Hall (1888-91), dnd Bexar County Courthouse (1892-96).
The little parish church becomi ng an important Gothic Revival style cathedral
(San Fernando Cathedral) with t heappointment of a Catholic bishop toSan
Antonio after theCivil Var i sanother indication of theinportance of the
ar ea.

The next real boom period occurred fromabout 1915t o 1929,
primarily because of t heexpansion of themilitary sector during World Vér | .
San Antonio was al so popular as a health resort at this time, with a large
tourist trade fromall over thecountry taking advantage of t hepleasant
climate and natural warmsprings, with thecattle industry still animportant
factor i ntheeconony. The Main Plaza Building (O d Frost Bank) (1922) i s an
excellent exanple of thespirit of this time period. This twelve-story
Commercial style structure was San Antonio's tallest building i n1922. The
bank was an outgrowth of Col. Tom Frost's wool business (built on t he same
location i n1867), which i ssymbolized i ndetailing on thebuilding. O her
exanples of this period i nthedistrict would be theRand Building (ca. 1920),
an eight-story comercial structure showing Chicago Style influence, and the
Kallison Block (ca. 1920), a two-story brick comrercial rowwith Spanish
Revival and M ssion influences.

The district has continued i nits importance as a comercial and
governmental core area with thealteration and re-use of sone of t he ol der
buildings, and t hedestruction of some of these buildings for parking space
o construction of thenewer and |arger commercial structures of today. The

architectural inportance of thearea, therefore, lies not i ncontinuity or
cohesive qualities of scale, materials or design, but rather i ntheir diversity.
Exanpl es of t hemany changes i nthese qualities through time still remain as

they arewoven into theanimted fabric of this vigorous city center.
Contributing Structures: (Numbers i nparentheses refer todistrict map.)
I Spanish Governor's Palace. 1740. 105 Military Plaza. (NR, NHL., 1971) (6)
2. Vogel Belt Conplex. Ca. 1880. 111-121 Military Plaza. (NR, 1975) (5)
3. City Hall. 1888-81, Center of Military Plaza. This Italian Renaissance
Revival structure was built i nthecenter of Military Plaza. Otto Kraner,

prom nent architect of New York, Chicago and St. Louis, originally designed
it as a three-story structure topped with an octagonal clock tower 135 feet
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10.

11

high. The tower and corner turrets were removed i n 1927, when a fourth
floor was added. (29)

San Fernando Cathedral. 1738-1749 and 1868, 114 Main Plaza. (N R, 1975)
(31)

Main Plaza Building (Od Frost Bank). 1922. 103 S Min. Constructed on

the site of theoriginal (1867) Frost & Bros, location, this i satwelve-
story Commercial style structure with neoclassical elements. Contractor

for thebank and office building was J.P. Haynes. Coin motifs are

repeated throughout, as well as ramis head and hoof motifs synbolic of

Col, Tom Frost's wool business fromwhich thebanking concern developed. (30)

Bexar County Courthouse. 1892-96. Min Plaza. (NR, 1977) (40)

Kal l'ison Block. Ca 1920. 101-125 S Flores. This two-story brick
commercial rowi sillustrative of them ssion influence with itsclassical
Spani sh detailing at t hesecond |evel w ndow moldings, tile roof, and
el aborately detailed, angled entrance. First level has been altered. (44)

Kotul a Building (Enbassy Bar). Ca. 1870. This two-story, three-bay,
stuccoed stone comercial building with crown molding at t hecornicehas
deep apertures with double doors at t he second |evel indicating renoval
of a detail, possibly a gallery. (45)

Heusi nger Building (Visual Display Products). Ca. 1880. 408 Dol orosa.
This two-story, three-bay brick comrercial structure has segmental arched
4-over-4 sash windows, with quarry faced sill course and coping at the
parapet. (46)

Faucett Building. Ca. 1900. 414-418 Dol orosa. This two-story brick
store front building has three bays with varying fenestration i neach
bay. The second level openings have triple and quadruple row ock arches
and expressed extrados. The el aborate cornice includes corbeledbrackets,
reticulated brick panels and stone coping with modernistic stone scul p-
ture at theparapet. (47)

Arana Building. Ca. 1920. This two-story brick commercial row shows m ssion
influence at t heparapet. There aredecorativebrick arches over t he

center and end bay wi ndows and transoms over all thefirst floor wi ndows.
Stone coping follows theparapet lines, with belt courses above and bel ow

the second |evel openings. (3)
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12. Mel choir de | aGarza House, GCa, 1800, 100 S Laredo St. This i s a
stuccoed caliche block cottage with a three-bay facade and shed addition
at therear. The gabled roof shows wood shingles under thenewer ashestos
shingles. The house, though a type that was once common, i sunique to the
district. (1)

13.  Continental Hotel. GCa. 1900. 332 W Commerce St. This three-story brick
masonry commercial building has ItalianateVictorian detailingwith brick
corbeling at thecornice. It isdivided into bays of two and three
wi ndows, with quarry faced stone lintels over second |evel w ndows and
round arches with extrados over thethird floor windows. The street |evel
has been altered. (2)

14, Central Candy Co. Building (Artes Graficas). 19thcentury. 113-119
Caneron. This two-story commercial structure i sconstructed of [imestone
on theground floor with round-arched openings and of brick on t he second
story with segmental arches and three bays articulated by brick pilasters.
The facade at both levels i splastered and scored tosinulate cut stone,
with brick corbeling at thecornice and a brick coping along the parapet
line. (8)

15, O dBexar County Jail (Bexar County Election Center and Archives). 1878.
120 Caneron, Originally designed by Alfred Gles as a two-story stone
structure with battlemented parapet, theold jail was altered i n the

1930's. It i snow a five-story brick veneered structure with an arched
brick west portico and Romanesque influence at theattic level. The
original limestone security walls still remain. (12)

16. Moke Building (Plaza Bridal Studio). Ca. 1880. This three-story brick
comrercial building has been altered at ground level. Four single pane,
doubl e hung sash wi ndows span t he second |evel facade with stone or terra
cotta panels setinto thewall above each. The third level i sbracketed
by stone pilasters with conposite capitals. Round arched openings at
this level spring from stone inpost blocks. A stone string course runs
between each level, with a stone coping at theparapet. (13)

17. Elmendorf Building (Plaza Furniture). GCa 1910. 223 W Conmerce. This
three-story brick commercial building has been altered at ground |evel.
Two- and three-part double hung sash wi ndows with transoms are separated
by stone or terra cotta drop ornanents at thetopof thethird level and
stone or terra cotta blocks at thebase of t he second |level, with stone
lintels and wi ndow sills. There i sa dentilled string course above
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ground level and a stone cornice with brick parapet wall above. (14)

18 SH Kress & . G 1920. 211 W Commerce St. Pilasters separate
coupl ed, single-pane, double-hung sash windows at the second |evel of
this two-story brick commercial structure, with decorative brick panels
above each pair of windows. Stone panels are set into the cornice |line
above the pilasters. (15)

19.  Conmercial Row Late 19th and early 20th centuries. 134-144 W Houston.
These four late 19th and early 20th century three-story masonry conmerci al
structures contribute to the architectural eclecticism of the district with
their variety of conmpatible architectural details, such as the wide
arches of the 20th century Book Building at 134 Houston to the narrower-
arched 19th century Sol edad Bl ock structures which are thought to have
been designed by Alfred Giles. (28)

20 Wolfson Building. G 1880. 103 W Commerce. This two-story Victorian
stone commercial structure with elaborately bracketed eaves and segnentally
arched wi ndows at the second story has been altered at street level. |t
wes designed by Alfred Gles for Wlfson's Departnent Store. (19)

21.  Rand Building (Wlff & Marx Store Building). G 1920. This eight-story
brick and tile veneer commercial building shows Chicago Style influences
in the fenestration and three-part comrercial motif, with neoclassical
details at the base and cornice. (22)

22.  Morris Adel man Building. Early 20th Century. 101 W Comerce. This
two-story brick comercial structure with contrasting brick pilasters and
cornice has been altered at ground level. It constitutes the only tie
with the district in this block which is almost entirely covered by the
mul ti-story Frost Bank Building. (18)

23. Chee Kunh Tong Chinese Free Masons, ca. 1920. 117 W Nueva. This two-
story brick structure with an ABA three-bay facade has decorative
brick arches over end bay w ndows, string courses, and a corbeled brick
cornice. Spanish influence is evident in the elaborate stone over-door
treatment at the end bays and canales (roof drains) piercing the parapet.
(39)

24,  Ransey and Ford Buildings. Late 19th century and early 20th century.
114 E Main Plaza, This pair of two-story brick commercial buildings
have been altered, but still maintain the scale of the district. Sone
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of their earlier detailing at thecornice and nolded w ndow hoods at the
second level remain. This was thesite of theold Casas Reales i n the
18th century. (33)

25.  Legal Professional Building (Od City Jail and Police Building). Ga 1915.
200 Main Plaza. This i sa three-story redhbrick structure with raised
basement and white stone or plaster detailing at arched openings, string
course and parapet balustrade. Detailing indicates Renaissance Revival
influences. (36)

26.  Morris Hotel. Early 20th century. Dwer Ave. at Dolorosa, This four-

story brick hotel has been altered at street level. The upper three
stories retain their rich architectural detailing, with a string course
above second level, segmental arches above fourth floor wi ndows of white

limestone and a dentilled cornice of |imestone. (35)
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The Main Plaza and Military Plaza District
hub of downtown SanAntonio since the 18thcentury.
established i n1722 as a parade ground and narket

soldiers garrisonedthere.

evolved over theyears froma community gathering place andmarket

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—LAW

—LITERATURE

2S.MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY
i"POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

BU LDER ARCH TECT

ARELIGION
—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—S0CIA17HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

has been the traditional
Military Plaza was first
square for t he Spanish

VWhile this plaza i sassociatedwith early Spanish
colonialism retaining tothis daythe 1749 Spanish Governor's Palace, i t

pl ace into

the seat of governnent for thecity when theltalian Renaissance Revival style

City Hall was built i n1888-91.
Texas city when i t was established as t he market
fundadores of San Antonio March 9, 1731.
primtive jacal, palisado,
their village church (now San Fernando Cathedral, NR,
Reales (now 114 E Main Plaza), their seat of governnent,

points. A local government structure still shares thearchitectural

These early settlers
or caliche bl ock residences around t hesquare, with
1975) andt he Casas

as their

Main Plaza was t hesite of thefirst authorized

square for theCanary Island

built

smal |,

focal

focusof

Main Plaza with theCathedral, i ntheformof t he 1882 Romanesque Revi val

style County Courthouse.

have been t he scene of everyday business andsocial events, as well

Through the 18th and 19t hcenturies t hetwo plazas

as nany

skirm shes andbattles, with thearchitecture changing tolate 19th andearly

20th century conmercial and governnent al
nore important t ot hearea.
today, with commerce, banking, government andt hehistoric
area conbining t onake t heplazas popular with natives andtourists

structures as these functions becane

Many of these structures and facade rows renain

anbi ance of the

alike.

The Main andMilitary Plaza area has been t he scene of nunerous
historical events, as evidenced by t he 34 comenorative markers and nonunents

recorded there (see Appendix 1).

plazas arealready ontheNational Register:

built 1749 (NR &NHL.,

the 1880's (N R, 1975);

1971); t hefour Vogel
San Fernando Cat hedral, built as first parish church

ca. 1738, rebuilt i n1868-1873 (N R, 1975);

built i n1882 (NR 1977).

Military Plaza

Belt structures,

Ei ght of thestructures immediately on the
t he Spani sh Governor's Pal ace,
builtin

andt heBexar County Courthouse,

Military Plaza (Plaza de | as Armas) was established i n1722 by t he

Spanish Garrison which earlier
San Pedro Park by San Pedro Springs.
Governor's Palace was built

had established i ts presidio onthesite of
I n 1749, t he sane year t he Spanish

onthesquare, the Spaniards nade peace withthe
Apache by burying a live horse with a tomahawk, a |lance, andsi x arrows on
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the Plaza.

Mbses Austin came here i n 1820 seeking perm ssion from t he Spanish
governor tosettle Anglo-American colonists i nTexas. | nthis areathe
bl oodi est battle i nthesiege of Bexas (The Storm ng of Bexar) i n Texas' Vér
of Independence from Mexico was fought i n1835. Davy Crockett came herei n
1836 prior totheBattle of the Al ano seeking help "i nour common cause."
For nmore than fifty years following removal of thepresidio from Military
Plaza, i twas headquarters for cattlemen, cowboys, sal oons, gambling casinos
and dance halls. Barbed wire was first introducedt oranchers here, and the
"Chili Queens," vendors of individual servings of chili from |arge open pots,
presided over their stalls i ntheopen market. The "Chili Queens" were a
regular institution onthePlaza until 1900 when they ceased operations.
They were reinstituted briefly i nthe1930's until thehealth departnent
closed them down permanently.

Construction of theltalian Renaissance Revival style City Hall i n
the center of thePlaza i n1888-91, designed by prom nent New York, Chicago
and St. Louis architect Otto Kramer, signaled a change for Military Plaza
from an open market t ot hecenter of municipal government, reinforced by the
substantial masonry comercial structures now ringing thesquare, such as the
Victorian Vogel Belt Conplex, the 1870's |imestone vernacul ar Kotula Building,
the brick two-story Heusinger Building (ca. 1880), thethree-story brick Mke
Building (ca. 1870's), thebrick Victorian El mendorf Building (ca, 1870's)
and themd-19th century Kalteyer Conplex, including brick and stone Victorian
and vernacul ar commercial buildings and a two-story stone residence.

Main Plaza

Al though thefirst permanent Spanish residents founded M sion San
Antonio de Valero (the Alanmp) and t hepresidio of San Antonio de Bexar i n
1718, thetitle "first settlers" was bestowed by t he Spanish crown on t he
sixteen Canary Island famlies who founded Villa de San Fernando on Main
Plaza, March 9, 1731. This primarily residential plaza was ringed byt he
settlers' primitive homes, protected by their Spanish Baroque parish church,
Nuestra Senora de Candelaria y Guadal upe, 1739-1749, and t he Casas Real es,
their "city hall." Main Plaza i salso called "Plaza de |las Yslas" for these
Canary Island settlers.

The Islanders, all volunteers, were brought tosettle thearea on
the recomendation of theFirst Marquis de San M guel de Aguayo, appointed
Governor of Coahuila and Texas i n1719. Hi s assertion was that one Spanish
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famly would nore effectively secure the area than 100 soldiers. Native
Canary Islanders were chosen on the basis of their provenwork records as
smal |l farmers and due to the ease of transporting themto the area.

People fromall the settlements and m ssions gathered herefor
fiestas, marriages, funerals and marketing. Santa Ana nade hi s quarters here
during San Antonio's occupation by hisarny. Like Military Plaza, Main Plaza
gradually evolved into nmore of a comrercial center, with the advent of
per manent masonry commercial structures around the square, such as the
Wol fson Building (1880's), and the Ransey and Ford Building (ca. 1876), site
of the ol d Casas Real es. The Wbl fson Building was designed by prom nent San
Antonio architect Alfred Giles. Giles was prolific i ndesigning public and
comrercial buildings and homes i nsouth central Texas and northern Mexico
during the last quarter of the 19th century, such as the Gillespie County
Courthouse (N.R.), the Sullivan Stable and Carriage House i n San Antonio
(NR) and the Bandera County Jail (NR nomnation i nprocess).

By 1868, the small parish church (by now called San Fernando) was
no longer |arge enough to accommodate the parishioners, and a new church
designed by Francis Graud was built around thewalls of the original
building. | n 1874 the church becane a cathedral, as the center of the new
Di ocese of San Antonio.

The Chee Kunh Tong Chinese Free Masons Building was constructed
near Main Plaza to serve the Chinese population which greatly increased i n
San Antonio after Pershing's expedition into Mexico searching for Pancho
Villa just prior toWW |. The Chinese railroad workers i nMexico were
synpathetic to the Americans and nore than 500 had to flee to safety as a
result. Mdst remained i nSan Antonio's Chinese comunity after special
citizenship was granted by Congress.

Like Military Plaza, Main Plaza also became a governnental center
with the addition of the Romanesque Revival Bexar County Courthouse (1892)
designed by Janes Riely Gordon, evolving also into a banking center after
construction of the O d National Bank of Commerce (ca. 1919) and O d Frost
Bank, then San Antonio's tallest structure (twelve stories, 1920). Janes
Riely Gordon, known as the "Courthouse Architect," specialized i nthe use
of the Romanesque Revival style and Greek Cross plan as applied i nthe Bexar
County Courthouse, with the central stair well used to provide ventilation
in the hot Texas climate. Other exanples of Gordon's work still i n existence
include the Victoria County Courthouse (N.R ), Wse County Courthouse (N.R),
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and Erath County Courthouse (N.R).

The life of thecity continues tocenter around theplazas. Business
and banking, theCathedral, County Courthouse and City Hall al |l continueto
bring people into theold plazas where Texas' first city was founded.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries delineate thecore area of t hePlazas by enclosing
the blocks immediately surrounding thetwo Plazas, with the San Pedro Creek
and San Antonio River formng thenatural east and west boundaries just as
they did when t hepresidio was founded i n1722. The west boundary extends
at one point past San Pedro Creek primarily toinclude theMelchoir del a
Garza house as t heonly remaining exanple of thetype of hones that were once
nurerous around t hePlazas. \hile a nunber of parking lots i nspaces which
recently contained 19thcentury and early 20th century cormercial structures
are included inthe district, enough of a representative sanpling of the
various growth periods of Main-M litarystill exists towarrant its
nom nation as a National Register District.
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Main-M litary Plazas andt heinmmediate area have thirty-four (34)
mar ker s and monurents comrenorating historic events recorded by t heState
of Texas.

Included anmong these are the Statue of Mbses Austin on City Hall
Gounds, Military Plaza, which was a special Texas Centennial marker.

De Zavala and Texas Historical Comm ssion markers conmenor at e
the following:

J. A de | aGrza House and Garden -- Sol edad Street at Veramendi, site
of bank and m nt where Spanish noney was coined.

Resi dence of Governor Ranon Miusquiz -- Southeast corner of Sol edad and
Commerce Streets, where wonen and children survivors of the Al ano were
taken after thebattle March 6, 1836.

Zero M| estone of Spanish Kings' H ghway -- "Canino Real", marking center
point of Spanish settlement i nsouthwest between Atlantic and Pacific.

Spanish Govenor's Palace -- I naddition t oTexas State Medallion and plaque,
site also has National Historic Landmarks plaque and De Zavala plaque.

San Fernando Cathedral -- National Register property, twomrkers noting
burial site for Alano victims; first parish church and center of old City
of San Antonio marker; Battle markers for Texas Victory i nDecenber, 1835,
and Santa Anna flag of "noquarter" i n1836; Texas State Medallion. I n
addition t he Knights of Col unbus have erected markers commenorating t he
200th Anniversary of thelaying of thecornerstone, dedicated May 11, 1938.

Confederate States of America Arsenal and Hospital -- Houston at Sol edad,
south east side 134 Sol edad, marking site of arsenal andhospital for
confederate troops i nTexas.

M | am Headquarters -- Wst side of Sol edad at Veramendi, headquartersf or
Ben Mlam on his entry into San Antoni o, Decenber 5, 1835.
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(Appendi x 1 continued)
Veramendi House -- Hone of Governor Veramendi where James Bowi e won hand of

Ursula Veranendi and where BenMIlamfell victim t oa Mexican sniper on
Decenber 7, 1835.

Civil \ér Centennial Marker -- Main Plaza Building, comenorating the surrender
of Union Troops i n 1861 under command of General D E Twiggs t o Texas.

French Building -- Main Plaza at Dwer marking site of O d San Antonio City
Hal |, 1859, and Bexar County Court house.

Perote Prisoner's Capture -- Southeast corner of Soledad andVW Comerce
Streets, site of capture of San Antonions later taken t o Perote Prisoni n
Mexi co.

Woll Invasion - Vst Commerce at Main Plaza conmenorating invasionand
battle with Mexican Arny i n 1842 when Texans lost t oinvaders.

First Protestant Church Service -- 100 Sol edad -- site of O dCounty Clerk's
Office where First Protestant Church Service was held by John McCul | ough,
Presbyterian, andJohn Wesley DeVilbiss, Methodist, April, 1844.

Casas Reales -- 114 Main Plaza -- Site chosen July 2, 1731, as Royal Houses
of Spani sh Governors and seat of Spanish Governnment i n Texas (last walls
were destroyed earlier this year by demolition of buildings oneast side

of Main Plaza).

Barbed wire -- Military Plaza, City Hall Gounds -- I nsite of first
demonstration of practical useof barbed wire i nUnited States by John
"Bet-a-Million" Gates i n1870's.

Ruiz Hone -- Site of hone of Jose Francisco Ruiz, oneof two native signers
of Texas Declaration of Independence, Dol orosa Street, south sideof
Military Plaza. (Home was noved t o Wtte Miseum G ounds and reconstructed
there i nthe 1940's.)

Plaza de Armas -- Military Plaza, City Hall -- Marker commenorating arrival
of Spanish Military Garrison.
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(Appendi x 1 continued)
San Antonio Met Mutual Ai dAssn. -- Miin Plaza -- Commenorating ai d program
and store for famlies of Confederate Arny.

St. Anthony de Padua -- Statue to St. Anthony on Courthouse grounds erected
by the Order of Al hanbra.

Canary Island Settlers -- Commenorating settlers from Canary Islands who
founded Villa de San Fernando i n March, 1731, Courthouse |awn.

Bexar County Government -- Courthouse, conmenorating Bexar County's unique
position as oldest administrative govermrent i n Texas.

Jefferson Davis Menorial H ghway -- Marker at Courthouse i nhonor of
President of t he Confederacy.

Anerican Legion Menorial -- Courthouse, dedicated during Texas Centennial to
the Anerican Legion.

Erasmo Sequin -- Courthouse, conmenorating fanous early settler and civic
| eader.

San Jacinto Bell -- Courthouse, Bicentennial marker, with bell fromUSS
San Jacinto.

Franklin Roosevelt Statue -- City Hall Gounds, erected i nhonor of late

president, "The Good Nei ghbor", by Comte Mexicano de Accion Civica y
Cultural.
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Annual Report of the American Historical Associationfor the year 1919,
Vol. I, pt. 1. Wshington, BC: Government Printing Office,
1924.

Bexar County District Probate and Tax Records.

Chabot, Frederick C San Antonio and |t s Beginnings. San Antonio:
Naylor Printing Go., 1931.

City of San Antonio: Historic PreservationOffice; City Clerk, and Tax
Office Records.

Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library, San Antonio, files.
Ehrenberg, Herman. Wth MIlamand Fannin, Dallas: Tardy Publishing Q.

The Handbook of Texas. Walter P Vebb, ed. Austin: The Texas State
Hi storical Association, 1952,

Lord, Walter. A Tine to Stand. New York: Harper & Bros.
San Antonio City Directories, 1877 through 1977.
San Antonio Conservation Society, files.

The Austin Papers, COct., 1834 - Jan., 1837. Eugene C Barker, ed.
Vol. III. Austin: The University of Texas, 1926.
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NPS Form 10-900
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

< OMB No. 1024-0018

] 1. Name of Property

Historic Name: Main and Military Plazas Historic District (Period of Significance and Boundary Increase)
Other name/site number:. N/A
Name of related multiple property listing: NA

{ 2. Location

Street & number: Roughly bounded by San Antonio River, and Nueva, Santa Rosa, and Houston Streets
City or town: San Antonio  State: Texas County: Bexar
Not for publication: O Vicinity: O

I 3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this ‘
(M nomination O request for determination of eligibility) meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my
opinion, the property (M meets [J does not meet) the National Register criteria.

| recommend that this property be considered significant at the following levels of significance:
O national statewide [ local '

Applicable National Register Criteria: A a8 Cc anbD

%M 7/( )Z/% State Historic Preservation Officer % { (Q ( (?

Signature of certifying ofﬁciall}le Date *

Texas Historical Commission /
State or Federal agency / bureau or Tribal Government

in my opinion, the property M meets [ does not meet the National Register critena.

‘Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency / bureau or Tribal Government

} 4. National Park Service Certification

{ hereby certify that the property is:

E entered in the National Register

___determined eligible for the Nationai Register

____determined not eligible for the National Register.

____removed from the National Register

_gother, explain: Accept Aoprmiona)l P ocur ewtations

Y+ DouvsPa Incara
W " - /0/7/20/7

i Wof’the Keeper Date of Actich '



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Requested Action:  Additional Documentation

Property Name: Main and Military Plazas Historic District
Multiple Name:
State & County: TEXAS, Bexar
Date Received: Date of Pending List.  Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:
8/22/2019 9/12/2019 9/27/2019 10/7/2019
Reference number: AD79002914

Nominator:

Reason For Review:

X Accept Return. Reject 10/7/2019 __ Date

Abstract/Summary The documentation provides updated information regarding the historic status of the extant

Comments: buildings within the 1979-listed historic district, including re-evaluations of contributing
status, an expansion of the period of significance, and additional context. The
documentation assesses and incorporates additicnal buildings, as approved under Boundary
Increase BC100004489. Significant under Criteria A and C.

Recommendation/  Accept Additional Documentation

Criteria
Reviewer  Paul Lusignan Discipline  Historian
Telephone (202)354-2229 Date 10/7/2019

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the
National Park Service.



National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20243

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32-NR

Dear Property Oaner:

The property you ow is located ina historic district that has been
nomnated for listing inthe National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register is the government's official list of historic
buildings and other cultural resources worthy of preservation. This
nom nation i s pending inour office.

[t your property i s depreciable and the district is listed inthe
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisionsof the
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. Ve are enclosing
information about this law and a general description of the National
Regi ster program

Soon we will be consideringwhether the district should be |isted,
using as our guidelinesthe "Criteria for Evaluation" shown i n the
encl osed material. | f you wish to comrent on whether thedistrict

should be listed, we would be pleased to hear fromyou. Send your
comments within 30 days of the date of this letter tonmne Dr. WIlliamJ.
Mirtagh, Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building, 440 G
Street, NW, Washi ngton, DC 20243 (Attn: NWN. Pl ease include the
nane of the district (as shown on the address label on this letter) and
property address. | f you have questions about the National Register
programor the enclosed material, you should also address themto ne.

In the enclosed material you will note references to standards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are a |ist of do's and
don'ts for people who are fixing up old buildings. | f the owier of a

building listed i nthe National Register, either individually or as part
of a district, wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform Act benefits,
these standards nust be followed. A copy of these standards is available
from Technical Preservation Services, Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, NW,
Washi ngton, DC  20243. Questions about the standards should al so be
addressed to that sane office.

Sin

WIlliam
A N Zupan .
220 Dol o?osa Keeper o Regi i

San Antonio, TX 78205

RE. Main & Military Plazas Historic District



CLARETIAN
MISSIONARIES PROVINCIAL OFFICE

May 15, 1979

M. WilliamJ. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Washi ngton, DC 2024 3

Dear M. Murtagh:

This letter i sinreference totheproperty owned by
the Claretian M ssionaries as described by your

letter tous i ntheMain afTgr Militarv Plaza's pf] g-i-r®-nl?
District, San Antonio, Texas. The property i sknown
lu Ut ab I mmacul ate Heart Church and t he address i s
617 South Santa Rosa Boulevard, San Antonio, Texas.

V¢ understand our property has been nomnatedf or
listing i nthe National Register of Historic Places.

It 1 sour desire tonot include our property i n the
National Register since we are a taxexenpt (501C3)
corporation. There areno tax advantages i nterms of
rehabilitation or depreciation for our structures.

Al though we plan tocontinue our use of the property

in itscurrent form any restrictions placed upon us by
the Department of Interior, will significantly hanper
our financial flexibility i ntheyears t o cone.

Thank you for your courtesy.

Cordially,

Dom ni¢c Ferrante
General Manager

DH ns

THE CONGREeATION OF SONS OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY OF THE WESTERN PROVINCE, INC.
1119 WESTCHESTER PLACE, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90019 C213) 731-9329
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ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

STATE TEXAS

pate Entef€d  NMAHI i

Nane

Al ano Met hodi st Church

Main and Military Plazas Historic District

Al'so Notified

Honorable Ll oyd M Bentsen

Ho;iorable John G Tower
Honor abl e Henry B. Conzp\QZ

NR Byers/bjr 6/ 12/ 79

For further information, please call

| “ocat i on

San Antonio
Bexar Cotnty

San Antonio
Bo-ar Cou.ity

State Historic Preservation Officer
M. Trnett Latimer

pA trcutlvG Director

Tex=>»3 State Historical Coml.-.sinn
PQ M~x 12276, Capitol Stallon \
Austin, TerTS 78711 "A

t he National Register at (202)343 6401



