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fosemite Valley Chapel (No. 580)
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This board and batten, steep roofed building was erected in_182Jt~as a 
chapel. It was a simple structure, small in size and with a steeple. 
Since its building, the chapel has been enlarged with the addition of 
rear rooms. It is now L-shaped. It was moved from its original site at 
the beginning of the Four Mile Trail in 190^ to its present location, and 
at that time it was apparently placed on a stone foundation. Around 1965 
this foundation was raised about 3 feet to its present height. The 
building contains 1,470 square feet.

The chapel, which seats 250, was sponsored by''the California State Sunday 
School Association and built at a cost of three to four thousand dollars. 
Funds were raised by voluntary donation from children and prominent members 
of the Association.

Mr. ChasleaJaeddes, a leading architect of San Francisco, made and presented 
£Ee^lSnsr~";The building was erected by M^JiS. Thompson of San Francisco 
in the summer of 1879.

The organ was donated in memory of Miss Florence Hutchings, the first white 
child born in Yosemite, who died September 22, 1881.

The chapel was established for the free use of persons of every faith and 
has been in continuous use since its dedication.

Boundary:

Begin at Benchmark 3965 (500' SW of Sentinel Bridge) travel 200°
for 400', then 302° for 100 1 , then 32° for 100', then 32° for 100', then
122° for 100' then 212° for 100'.

Significance: 2nd Order

Acreage: 1.0 acre

Recommended treatment: Preservation

Preliminary cost estimate for above: When accomplished, the Historic Resour 
for Yosemite National Park may indicate the need for a Historic Structure 
Preservation Guide for the Yosemite Valley Chapel.
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2nd Order

This chapel, now the oldest building in Yosemite, was erected in 1879 as a 
chapel and has been used as such since that time. It is still used for 
church services on Sunday.

The, simple architectural design of the structure represents a.particularly 
fine example of the early chapels constructed in the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
and is well preserved.
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1. Alfred Glass, "Brief History of the Village Chapel," 
Yosemite Nature Notes, V. XXIV, No. 12 (Dec. 1945)

2. In the Heart of the Sierras, 
J. M. Hutchings, 1886
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