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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The structure is a two story, "L" shaped, wood frame building,
surfaced with wide shiplap siding. The building is essentially
formed of two rectangular shapes, one longer than the other, that
intersect at the foot of the "L".

The roof gables also intersect, and a cornice molding extends
entirely around the house at the eave line of the roof, becoming
the pediment base at the gables. An additional "belt course" occurs
at second floor height on the east and west elevations only. The
base line of the gables is unusually emphatic, and the pediment
(base line) partially broken in the east and west gables of the long-
est rectangle. This element, defining the gable pediments, is the
structure's strongest classic revival statement.

A small, squarish one story room extends from the house at the
rear and a one story, slant-roofed addition extends from that room
across the rear of the house. This addition is shallower in depth
than the square room.

Dimensions of the house are as follows: east to west,approxi-
mately 26.4feet, north to south, 28 feet; the front bay extends for-
ward 3.5 feet, and the rear addition, 6 feet back.

The Residence was moved from its original site on the grounds
of the St. Joseph's Sanitarium on University Ave. to approximately
its present location in 1920, 1Its new location however, proved to
be the site of the extension of Washington Street, and so the house
had to be moved a short distance again in 1922. This time, the
structure was only moved fifteen feet back onto its present site.

The relocated building lies approximately one and one half
blocks from its original site and is now the only remnant of the
original Sanitarium complex.

The house appears to sit about 1) feet lower on its new foun-
dation than originally. The other principal alteration is the ad-
dition of a small one story slant-roofed room at the rear of the
house. This room, as well as the squarish 6 ft. addition to the.
rear westside is executed very much in keeping with the house de-
sign. It appears that the back porch, as outlined on the Sanborn
Map (1888-1904) may have been simply filled in to form this room.
The eave detailing, windows, and molding framing them appear al-
most identical to those of the house.

The roof of the porch appears to have been extended and mod-
ified slightly when replaced, part of recent rehabilitation work.

The ample vegetation and greenery of the new and present lo-
cation reflect strongly the rich gardenlike quality of the structure's
original site.

The current owners are carefully restoring the house to its
original appearance and condition, both on the interior andthe ex-
terior. Remnants of the original wooden roof-ridge cresting were
found, and the owners plan to utilize it as a model for replacement
and restoration.
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The former Chaplain's Residence of the St. Joseph's Sanitarium,
built in 1896 and first occupied in 1897, is the last remaining
structure of the original hospital complex. The hospital was founded
in 1890 by the Sisters of Mercy, a Catholic order. Construction on
the hospital began in 1891 and extended through several years, with
the addition of buildings and expansion of existing structures. The
original group of buildings grew to be a rather impressive complex
for its day and was successful enough to warrant construction of a
new and much larger medical center just a few blocks away in more
recent years. The Chaplain's Residence was moved in 1920, and in
1922 relocated to its present location, approximately 1% blocks from
the first site. The hospital complex was sold, cleared, subdivided,
and built upon after the residence was moved. The institution appears
to have been one of the earliest permanent non-sectarian hospitals
to have been established in the area.

A History of the Sanitarium was written by Rev. Bonaventure
Hammer, O.F.M. in 1903, References and information regarding pre-
vious chaplains of the Sanitarium are contained in this historical
sketch. A number of San Diego Union newspaper articles chronicle
the progress and problems of the hospital during its early years.
Transcripts of the articles and a copy of the history accompany this
nomination.

Although the Chaplain's Residence possesses some unusual and
interesting historic associations, its principal significance lies
in its architectural importance.

The structure is an unusually fine and well preserved example
of a late 19th century vernacular cottage, and possesses some par-
ticularly noteworthy architectural values. The relative simplicity
of the structure gains interest and importance from the proportions
and articulation of its major forms and the intersection of these
elements. References to Classical Revival stylistic elements exist
in the gable ends, particularly in that with the longer roof.

The design and elevations of the structure appear to have been
carefully composed and the proportions of the major forms are espec-
ially successful. The manner in which the rectangular forms and
their gabled roofs intersect = adds an interesting and dynamic
quality to the structure.

A heavy cornice entirely encircling the building at eave level
provides a very strong compositional accent and adds crispness and
definition to the building's design. Windows of the upper floor
'hang' from this cornice, which also serves as the pediment base of
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of each of the gables. This cornice/pediment base is partially bro-
ken in the east and west gables, but is complete in the front or

south gable. The interplay of these two treatments on the same build-
ing provides a dynamic element that enlivens the design and interest
of the building. A horizontal "course" at the second floor level,
placed only on east and west elevations, contributes to the careful
and successful composition of the upper floor, gables, and roof.

Another balance and interplay of even more disparate elements
occurs at first floor level, between the one story slanted bay with
its shallow-pitched roof and the entry porch. Here, the assertive
form of the bay is juxtaposed compositionally with the longer, lower,
decorative entry porch, providing a sophisticated and exciting balance
of solids and voids, embellishment and form.

The entry elevation presents the house as essentially a two story
shape (plus gabled roof). However, the side elevations reveal an ad-
ditional counter balance, front and rear, of one story structural
elements.

The assymetrical composition and freely combined forms relate
the building somewhat to Queen Anne stylistic idioms that often mix
architectural elements with apparent abandon.

Stylistically, the building also refers to the 0ld Men's Home,
another Sanitarium structure in the original complex. There are
similarities in the broken pediment of the gable and the shingled
porch roofs at the entrance of the Home. As the last Sanitarium
structure, the Residence remains the only existing architectural
legacy of this important early medical institution.

Architecturally, the structure possesses an intriguing balance
and interplay of forms and design, carefully composed and well
executed, in spite of its somewhat modest size. It is an unusually
successful example of late 19th Century residential architecture,
as well as the only remaining element of an important early med-
ical institution.
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