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DAVIS

- PRESCRVATION

March 30, 2011

Ms. Carol Shull

Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Re: Broom Corn Warehouse, 416 S. Commerce St., Wichita, Kansas
Project #25418
Dear Ms. Shull:

On behalf of my client, Chris Stong, | am writing in response to a letter from Roger G. Reed dated
December 21, 2010 in which the National Park Service determined that the Broom Com
Warehouse in Wichita, Kansas “does not appear to meet the criteria for individual listing in the
National Register of Historic Places.” At its quarterly meeting on February 21, 2011, the Kansas
Historic Sites Board of Review voted to recommend National Register listing. Below are responses
to the concems identified in the letter.

1.

“The property is part of a row of five warehouses built in 1920. It is not clear if the entire
row was built by the Mercantile Warehouse Company or some other company, but the
nearly identical design suggests one builder.”

1914 Sanbom Map
The building at 410-412 S. Commerce Street, which appears on the 1914 Sanbom Map,

pre-dates those at 414 and 416 S. Commerce Street.

1935 Sanbom Map
The 1935 Sanbom Map clearly illustrates that the buildings in the 400 Block of South

Commerce were separate structures: with separate occupants. Although the buildings
shared a loading dock on the rail (east) side, similar to a shared sidewalk for adjacent
commercial buildings, each of the buildings had a separate elevator.

Building Permit Records
Building permit records, see attached, indicate that separate permits were filed for each of

the buildings.

“It would be necessary to demonstrate how the specific warehouse at 416 Commerce
Street was historically significant as distinct from the other warehouses.”

We believe that we have demonstrated that the building retains historic integrity and also
maintains the necessary association “with events that have made a significant contribution
to the broad patterns of our history.” In this case, the events include Wichita's role as the
broom com capital of the world. The block's adjacency to Wichita's new Intrust Arena is
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909 1/7 Konsas Ave, Suite
Topeka, Kansas 6661
785.234.505
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