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AROIimCimU SOCIHCANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally sigrdficant structures).

The Memorial Drive apartment buildings turn their backs on the
working-class neighborhood to the northeast and instead take advantage
of the splendid views of the Charles River and the aging but cherished
sycamore trees that line this part of Memorial Drive.

The first apartment building constructed was Strathcona-on-the-
Charles (191", W.L. Mowll). The plan of the many bayed Strathcona
follows the curving frontage of the irregular site. |Its details_are
somewhat Elizabethan in style. Two years later, the next two buildings,
Radnor Hall and Harapstead Hall (Charles R. Greco) were constructed to-
gether. Published in American Architect and Building News. the_plans
for these buildings show an imaginative arrangement of six-to-eight
room units, all with river or courtyard views. Georgian Revival in
style, the first story and trim are cast stone. The last to be built,
Barrington Court (1924, R.B. Whitten) has an unusually deep cour-tyard
KISTOPICAL SGNIHCANCE of area. (Explain development of area, v;nat caused it. A"AAAAAA
and hoK it affected comnunitv-; be specific).

Before the construction of Memorial Drive (originally Charles
River Road) in the late 1890's, the land along the river had little
potential for development. About half owned by the Cainbridge Gas
Light ComDany and the rest by private owners, there were few buildings
on the site. After the completion of the parkway, designed by Charles
Eliot, it became prime property for a fashionable residential district.

The four luxury brick apartm.ent buildings that make up the district
are of the courtyard type. Ralph Adams Cram originated this style with
Richmond Court on Beacon Street*in Brookline (1898). Widely followed
in Cambridge, especially by the firm of Newhall and Blevins (Wadsworth
Chairibers, 83 Brattle Street, 1908; Burton Halls, 10 Dana Street, 1909)
the first riverfront example was Riverbank Court, 1900, H.B. Ball,
located at the other end of Memorial Drive, near the Harvard Bridge.
Because of their many similarities-courtyards, brick material, stone
ornamental detail, and uniform height-983-993 Memorial Drive seem
at first glance to be a single complex. They were actually designed
over a period of ten years by three architects.

BIBLIOGRAPM and/or REFERENCES

SEE ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY
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Architectural Significance con't.
and a more s;“Tnmetrical layout.

Taken together, 983-993 Memorial Drive, with their varied court-

yards, form the most impressive concentration_of apartment buildings
in Cambridge and are significant under Criterion C.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa.
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Criteria For Evaluation

The Memorial Drive Apartments National Register Districti s
Canbridge's most distinguished grouping of twentieth century luxury
apartment houses. The district retains iiis integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship and feeling andnmeets Cri-
terion Cof theNational Register of Historic Places. The Memori al
Drive National Register District was found t obe significant under
the theme of architecture: early twentieth century luxury apartment
houses, as proposed by Dr. Cynthia Zaitzevsky t ot he Review Comm ttee
for the Study of Architecture of Harvard University andi t sEnvirons
in Canbridge,

The Memorial Drive Apartments National Register District consists
of four brick Neo-Georgian or Neo-Tudor apartment buildings of the
courtyard type. Fronting theCharles River, theapartment buildings
take full advantage of theviews of this I|andscape. Although designed
by three architects over a period of tenyears, thebuildings have
the appearance of a single conplex.

The boundaries of theMemorial Drive Apartments National Register
District were drawn t oinclude t hefour luxury apartment buildings,
983-993 Memorial Drive. The area i sdistinct fromthe working-class
nei ghborhood t ot henortheast, on which theapartment buildingsal |
turn their backs. The Charles River Basin National Register District
forms a natural/ man-made boundary t ot hesouthwest. The eastern boun-
dary i s marked by t hemonastery of the Society of St. John the Evangeli st

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Memorial Drive Apartments National Register District Cambridge Mass., Cambridge MIA
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. 1916 NG C

166, 61 Radnor Hall 983-984 Menorial Dr.
_ 1916 NG C

166. 70 Hanpst ead Hal | 985-986 Menmorial Dr,
) . 1924 NG C

166,72 Barrington Court 987-989 Memorial Dr.
166. 71 Strathcona-on-the : 1914 NT C

Char | es 992-993 Memori al Dr.

*

Nr,=Neo-Georqgian; NT=Neo-Tudor .

** C=Contribu',:ing; NC= Non-Contributing,
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CD appeal
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1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes CD no

7. Description
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

e context
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CD justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.
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February 4, 1986
HB " 7198

Valarie A Tal nage
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boyl ston Street
Boston, M\ 02116

Dear M. Tal nage:

Thisistoinformyouthat theBoard of Managers of
Barrington Court Condomniumat 987,988, 989 Menori al
Drive voted at its January 21, 1986 neeting t o approve
the inclusion of thebuilding for nomnationto the
National Register of Historic Places.

Thank you f or notifying ne of the neeting on January 16,

Evelyn S Wnan
Presi dent
Board of Managers



