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Pin-connected, 
5-panel 

steel 
Pratt 

pony 
truss, 

skewed
span 

number: 
span 

length: 
overall 

length; 
roadway width 

; 
sidewalk width

160'0" 
66'0" 
23'5" 
6"5" 

cantilevered on both

end/top chrd: 
bottom chord: 
vertical: 
diagonal: 
fir./decking:

2 
channels w/ 

cover 
plate and 

lacing
2 

rectangular eyebars
2 

channels w/ 
lacing

2 
rectangular eyebars; 

2 
square eyebars w/ 

turnbuckles
timber and 

steel 
wearing 

plates w/ 
timber stringers 

and
tapered 

steel 
built-up 

floor 
beams

steel-cased 
concrete 

piers 
w/stone/timber retaining

sides 
of bridge

substructure
In 

late July 
1901 

the 
Idaho 

Springs 
City Council 

employed 
a 

local 
contractor named 

Kuyes 
to 

prepare 
plans 

and 
specifi 

cations 
for a 

steel 
bridge over Clear Creek on 

the 
east side 

of 
town. 

On 
the 

first of August 
bids were advertised 

for 
the 

superstructure, 
with the 

city 
to 

provide 
the 

substructure 
under a 

separate contract. 
Proposals were 

received from 
the 

Bull en 
Bridge Company, 

the M.J. 
Patterson 

Contracting 
Company and 

Kuyes 
and Work; 

the 
latter firm was 

awarded 
the 

construction contract for this medium-span 
pony truss. 

In 
September, 

Kuyes 
and Work was 

given 
the contract for the 

steel-tube 
substructure, 

and work 
continued on 

the 
bridge 

until 
its 

completion 
in 

February 
1902. 

With 
its wide 

road 
way and cantilevered 

sidewalks 
it 

has 
remained 

in 
use 

since and 
has 

recently been rehabilitated by the 
city.

14. 
C

O
N

D
IT

IO
N

E
X

C
E

L
L

E
N

T
I G

O
O

D
Q

FA
IR

[^
D

E
T

E
R

IO
R

A
T

E
D

Q
R

U
IN

S
15 

D
A

N
G

E
R

 O
F D

E
M

O
L

IT
IO

N
?

 
(S

P
E

C
IF

Y
 T

H
R

E
A

T
)

Q
Y

E
S

D
l

is. SIGNIFICANCE 
A

REA
 

O
F 

SIG
N

IFIC
A

N
C

E
: 

E
n
g
in

eerin
g

The Miner Street Bridge 
is 

technologically 
notable 

for 
its 

skewed 
design. 

The only pin-connected 
pony truss 

in 
the 

survey with 
this 

feature, 
its 

unequally 
sloped end 

posts 
present 

a 
peculiarly asymmetrical 

profile. 
The 

bridge 
is 

one of the oldest of the 
pony trusses 

left 
in Colorado and 

is 
unusual 

with 
its 

wide 
roadway, 

tapered built-up 
floor 

beams 
and cantilevered 

sidewalks with 
decorative cast 

iron 
newel 

posts. 
Well 

maintained 
by 

the 
City of 

Idaho 
Springs, 

it still 
functions 

as 
the principal 

crossing of Clear Creek on 
the 

city's main 
street. 

The Miner Street Bridge 
is 

a 
significant early 

small-span 
roadway 

bridge.
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