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1. Name 

historic Sarah J . 1 Baker School 

and/or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number 33 P e r r i n Stjt.»e%- N / A not for publication 

city, town Boston N/Avicini ty of 

state Massachuse t t s code 0 2 5 county S u f f o l k code 025 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

^ structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
in process 

M/A being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

?L no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

. museum 
park 

. private residence 
religious <: 

. scientific 
transportation 

. other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Sarah Baker Manor Associates 

street & number 1 0 F a i r w a y 

city, town Bos ton N/Avicini ty of state Massachuse t t s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. S u f f o l k County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c has this property been determined eligible? x- yes no 

Asse t s o f t he Commonwealth 
date 1980 . federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachuse t t s 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n Sarah J . Baker School . 33 P e r r i n S t . , Boston . MA 

Condition Check one Check one 
JL_ excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 

good ruins altered moved date N / A 
fair unexposed y.c-.' • 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

'̂' 9 • 
The Sarah J. Baker School i s lo c a t e d on P e r r i n Street i n the . -/< 

Roxbury d i s t r i c t of Boston, Massachusetts, approximately halfway be^ ' 
tween Warren Stireet, 6lue H i l l Avenue, and Moreland S t r e e t . I t i s 
located i n a neighborhood of f i n e 19th-century residences. , 

I t i s constructed of s o l i d b r i c k bearing w a l l s w i t h s t e e l framed 
f l o o r s and roof s t r u c t u r e . The f l o o r s were b u i l t of v a u l t e d t e r r a - c o t t a 
t i l e s bound together w i t h a r e i n f o r c e d concrete f l o o r s lab. The column 
and g i r d e r p l a t e s were r i v e t e d together. 

The Baker School consists of three s t o r i e s of classroom space set 
on a r a i s e d basement and enclosed by a f l a t r o o f . The e x t e r i o r i s b r i c k 
w i t h limestone t r i m . I t s massing i s simple, w i t h a large rectangular 
c e n t r a l block and f l a n k i n g wings p r o j e c t i n g at each of the four corners. 
There are two main doors, each w i t h a l a r g e entrance s t a i r , at the ends 
of the c e n t r a l block. The windows are as high and wide as p o s s i b l e , 
using conventional f e n e s t r a t i o n , i n order t o l e t s u n l i g h t and a i r i n t o 
the classrooms. They are double hung, nine over nine, and have been 
replaced by double glazed metal sash. ' 

The red b r i c k surface i s enhanced by the use of corbeled and pro­
j e c t i n g b r i c k t h a t gives a f e e l i n g of r u s t i c a t e d masonry. The top three 
f l o o r s are set o f f from the basement p o r t i o n by a limestone s t r i n g c o u r s e . 
The top f l o o r i s emphasized by the use of narrow arches above the larg e 
classroom windows. The f i r s t - f l o o r windows are spanned by a f l a t b r i c k 
arch w i t h a limestone keystone f o r emphasis. The f r o n t s of the p r o t r u d i n g 
p o r t i o n s at the ends of the b u i l d i n g are of p l a i n b r i c k w i t h l a r g e decora­
t i v e plaques,' on the t h i r d l e v e l , and w i t h s c u l p t u r e d stone escutcheons 
at the corners, and a set of narrow s l i t windows. • ,c 

The same w a l l treatment i s repeated on the two side e l e v a t i o n s of 
the b u i l d i n g . The basement windows are double hung and g e n e r a l l y smaller 
i n sizew The s t a i r w e l l s at both f r o n t and rear are expressed by large 
arched windows staggered between f l o o r s . The baseihent' o r i g i n a l l y i contained 
playrooms, as w e l l as mechanical, c u s t o d i a l and t o i l e t rooms. The top 
three f l o o r s each contained e i g h t classrooms apiece, four i n the c e n t r a l 
block and two i n each wing. The wings also contained small l i b r a r i e s and 
teacher's o f f i c e s . ( 

The playground was o r i g i n a l l y paved i n b r i c k and l a t e r was enlarged 
and covered w i t h asphalt. The s i t e i s surrounded by an i r o n fence supported 
b y p i e r s . y f * r ' . - y . ' r. ̂  . ' ^ - y y , • : 

With the exception of metal i n s u l a t i n g windows t h a t replace the o r i g ­
i n a l ones, there have been v i r t u a l l y no major changes to the e x t e r i o r . 
Currently the inenbvations have been completed; tt'he b u i l d i n g i s being used 
f o r e l d e r l y housing and i s i n the process of c e r t i f i c a t i o n of r e h a b i l i t a ­
t i o n f o r the Tax Act. •. 

. .Mi>,... 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e Sarah J . Baker School, 33 Perrin St. Boston , MA 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music ' ' ' humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce - . exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

^ 1 9 0 0 - communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1905 Builder/Architect J u l i u s S c h w e i n f u r t h ; John J . C r a i g 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

•i. The Sarah J. Baker School r e t a i n s i t s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship. ' I t i s a f i n e example of e a r l y 20th-
century school a r c h i t e c t u r e and i s a b u i l d i n g designed by a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Boston a r c h i t e c t of the t u r n of the century. I t was designed by J u l i u s 
A. Schweinfurth w i t h the assistance of h i s c h i e f draftsman, John J. Craig, 
as shown by the signatures on the o r i g i n a l perspective drawing and set 
of b l u e p r i n t s , a l l of which are s t i l l e x t ant. The b u i l d i n g thus meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

J u l i u s A. Schweinfurth was born i n Auburn, New York, i n 1858, the 
[• son of an eminent m i l i t a r y engineer of German descent. Like h i s two 

bro t h e r s , he decided e a r l y i n l i f e t o be an a r c h i t e c t , and, i n 1879, -.-̂ 
he moved t o Boston and entered the f i r m of Peabody and Stearns as a 
draftsman. I n 1883, he l e f t Peabody and Stearns, j o i n e d h i s b r o t h e r , 
Charles, f o r a year i n Cleveland as a partner i n the l a t t e r ' s o f f i c e , and 
then made a t o u r , o f Europe. By 1887, he was back i n Boston i n Peabody 
and Steam's o f f i c e . A f t e r the p u b l i c a t i o n i n 1888 of h i s Sketches Abroad, 
Schweinfurth's t a l e n t was widely recognized. While s t i l l i n the Peabody 
f i r m , he entered competitions and accepted commissions on h i s own. He 
also worked very c l o s e l y w i t h Robert Peabody, the two making a dynamic 
design team. During t h i s p e r i o d , he explored the v a r i e t y of academic 
h i s t o r i c a l s t y l e s a v a i l a b l e t o the a r c h i t e c t at t h i s time and showed 
great fluency i n a l l . . 

I w Despite h i s key p o s i t i o n i n the Peabody and Stearns f i r m , he was 
# never o f f e r e d a p a r t n e r s h i p , and, i n 1895, he s t a r t e d h i s own o f f i c e . 
V One of h i s f i r s t commissions a f t e r s e t t i n g up on h i s own was the James 

Street School i n h i s home town of Auburn, New York, a b u i l d i n g i n the 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . The bulk of Schweinf u t t h ' s p r a c t i c e at t h i s time, how­
ever, consisted of larg e country and suburban houses i n a v a r i e t y of s t y l e s 
shingle s t y l e . C o l o n i a l Revival and Renaissance Revival. 

The Sarah J. Baker School was named a f t e r Sarah J. Baker, who was the 
f i r s t woman p r i n c i p a l to head a school d i s t r i c t i n the Boston school sys­
tem and who was p r i n c i p a l of the Dillaway School (NR) from 1884 u n t i l her 
death i n 1905. The b u i l d i n g was the f i r s t of f i v e schools or school a d d i ­
t i o n s designed by Schweinfurth f o r the C i t y of Boston. (The others were 
the High School of P r a c t i c a l A r t s , G r e e n v i l l e S t r e e t , Roxbury, 1913, and an 
a d d i t i o n of 1917; the Quincy E. Dickerman School, Magnolia S t r e e t , Dor­
chester, 1915; and an a d d i t i o n to the Thomas Gardner School on Athol and 
Brentwood S t r e e t s , Brighton, 1924.) By 1905, Schweinfurth had designed 
schools f o r the Town of Brookline and had j u s t won a major competition f o r 
a quadrangle of fo u r d o r m i t o r i e s at Wellesley College. 

^r- •' •• , (continued) :,. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
c i t y of Boston, Schoolhouse Department Reports, f o r 1905, 1906, 1908, 

and 1925; Stephen J. Neitz and Wheaton A. Holden, J u l i u s A. Schwein­
f u r t h : Master Designer, 1858-1931 (Boston: Northeastern U n i v e r s i t y , 
1975) . 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 9 , 7 2 3 f t , 

Quadrangle name B o s t o n S o u t h 

UT M References 

^ 111 9l I3l2i8 l6 lOiOl U ie l 8l7l 4i2 i5l 
Zone Easting Northing 
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Quadrangle scale 1:25000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The n o m i n a t e d p r o p e r t y i n c l u d e s o n l y t h e 
l o t on w h i c h t h e b u i l d i n g s t ands c o m p r i s i n g 34,4 84 s q . f t . P lease r e f e r 
t o A s s e s s o r ' s Map. - ' - . ' 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ^ / A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
w i t h Cynt>i ia Z a i t z e v s k y and  

name/title Candace J e n k i n s , R e g i s t r a t i o n D i r e c t o r Bos ton Landmarks Commission 

organization Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Comm. date January 20 , 1983 

street & number 294 Wash ing ton S t r e e t telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

city or town Bos ton state MA 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local •"' • 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r , MHC date 

m 
For NPS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the NationatRegister 

.eeper of the National Register 

Attest: 

date 7 / 7 / ^ 

date 

Chief of Registration 

•1 ' i ; ' ^ ' i r . | i ' ' - i ^ 
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I n s t y l e and massing, the Baker School i s s i m i l a r to'Schweinfurth' 1903 
Li n c o l n Settlement House on Emerald S t r e e t (demolished) i n Boston r a t h e r 
than any of h i s previous schools. Both are i n a conservative academic 
c l a s s i c a l s t y l e , and both c o n s i s t of a recessed c e n t r a l s e c t i o n w i t h 
f l a n k i n g , p r o j e c t i n g wings,. At the time i t was b u i l t , the Baker School 
was said t o be the l a r g e s t primary school i n New England. There \/ere 
24 classrooms, e i g h t on each f l o o r , w i t h access from hallways and s t a i r s 
a t e i t h e r end of the b u i l d i n g , r a t h e r than from a c e n t r a l c o r r i d o r . This 
type of plan was apparently requested by the Schoolhouse Department and 
was based on the Emerson School, East Boston (1865, a r c h i t e c t unknown). 
The b u i l d i n g was heated and v e n t i l a t e d by a series of ducts running from 
the b o i l e r room i n the basement t o a l l the rooms on each f l o o r . 

The Sarah J. Baker School i s s i g n i f i c a n t i n the h i s t o r y of Boston municipal 
a r c h i t e c t u r e and as a good example of Schweinfurth's work. I t i s also a 
soundly constructed and w e l l preserved b u i l d i n g and i s admirably s u i t e d 
f o r i t s c u r r e n t use as e l d e r l y housing. 



/ 
\ Sarah J. Baker School 

33 Perrin Street 
Boston, MA 
Bos ton A s s e s s o r ' s Map 1980 
scale 1" = 100' 

ITEM References: 
19/328600/4687425 
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S . Representa t ion in Ex is t ing Surveys 
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clarity 
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summary paragraph 
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the resource 
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Other 
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7 MAY 1985 

EXHIBIT A 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

, MID-ATLANTIC REGION 
143 SOUTH THIRD STREET 

INBEPLYREFEHTO. PHILADELPHIA. PA. 19106 

F78(MAR-PDC) • 

Sarah Baker Manor Associates ....' 
10 Fairway Street ! . 
Mat tapan, MA 02126 . . 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

PROPERTY: 33 Perrin Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts 

CONTROL NUMBER: MA-85-0692 

We have reviewed the "Historic Preservation C e r t i f i c a t i o n Application - Part 2" 
for the above property and have found that the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n does not conform 
with the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r ' s "Standards for R e h a b i l i t a t i o n . " The 
completed r e h a b i l i t a t i o n does not conform with the following Standards: 

... : STANDARD NO. 2 ' . 
The distinguishing o r i g i n a l q u a l i t i e s or character of a buil d i n g , structure, 
or s i t e and i t s environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or 

• a l t e r a t i o n of any h i s t o r i c material or d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l features 
should be avoided when possible. 

STANDARD NO. 5 
Di s t i n c t i v e s t y l i s t i c features or examples of s k i l l e d craftsmanship which 
characterize a building, structure, or s i t e shall be treated with 
sensit i v i t y . 

> STANDARD NO. 6 
Deteriorated a r c h i t e c t u r a l features shall be repaired rather than replaced, ' 
wherever possible.. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material 
should match the material being replaced i n composition, design, color, 
texture, and other visual q u a l i t i e s . Repair or replacement of missing 
arch i t e c t u r a l features should be based on accurate duplication of features, 
substantiated by h i s t o r i c , physical, or p i c t o r i a l evidence rather than on 

V conjectural designs or the a v a i l a b i l i t y of d i f f e r e n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l elements 
from other buildings or structures. 

The Sara J. Baker School is an i n d i v i d u a l l y l i s t e d property located i n the 
Roxbury d i s t r i c t of Boston. The building, a three and a half story brick 
building constructed i n 1905 i n what might be called a Romanesque Revival s t y l e , 
i s described i n the National Register nomination as "a fine example of early 
20th century school architecture ... designed by a distinguished Boston 
architect of the turn of the century ... Julius A. Schweinfurth ..." C r i t e r i a 
A and C are cited as applicable c r i t e r i a of significance, the l a t t e r of which, 
i n p a r t i c u l a r , stresses the building's a r c h i t e c t u r a l importance. 



VDistinguishing features of the building prior to i t s rehabilitation included the 
strongly expressed r e l i e f patterns of i t s exterior brickwork, a prominent 
corbelled brick cornice, both round and square-headed window openings, and a 
variety of window types, mostly six-over-six wood windows with two-over-two wood 
storms. Interior finishes and plan were fair l y typical of school buildings of 
this period, and included metal f i r e s t a i r s and relatively simple wood trim, 
^uch of the interior was arguably in poor condition at the time of 
rehabilitation, and resultant interior work, which removed most of the original 
materials, is not considered a negative factor in our office's evaluation of the 
rehabilitation work. 

The main concern of our o f f i c e i s the removal during the course of 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the o r i g i n a l operable wood windows and the su b s t i t u t i o n of 
new, non-matching, s i n g l e - l i g h t , double-hung, metal windows. Such a treatment 
is a clear v i o l a t i o n of Standards 2, 5, and 6 as described above, which 

i c o l l e c t i v e l y c a l l for the retention of distinguishing o r i g i n a l q u a l i t i e s , the 
j sensitive treatment of examples of craftsmanship and the repair, rather than 

replacement, of deteriorated features. Photographs submitted with the 
application show that the o r i g i n a l windows were i n place at the time of 
re h a b i l i t a t i o n and seem to indicate that they were not deteriorated beyond 
repair. I f the condition of the ex i s t i n g windows, i n fac t , precluded t h e i r 
retention, that condition should have been documentated i n the application. 
Replacement windows, i n turn, should have matched the visual q u a l i t i e s of the 
o r i g i n a l windows. In t h i s o f f i c e ' s evaluation, the six-over-six paned windows 
were si g n i f i c a n t features of the building's overall design, integrating the 
window openings with other decorative features of the building. On the basis of 
thi s inappropriate window treatment, our o f f i c e has no course but to deny 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n of completed work. 

This project therefore does not qualify as a " c e r t i f i e d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n " for 
purposes of §§ 212 and 214 of the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981, and i s 
exempt from the h i s t o r i c preservation provisions of the Act which apply to 
" c e r t i f i e d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n s . " 

We have enclosed a copy of the U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r ' s regulations 
that outline i n Section 67.10 the process for appealing t h i s decision. Should 
you wish to enter an appeal, please comment by l e t t e r to the Chief Appeals 
Officer, Preservation Assistance Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 
37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127, addressing the concerns raised i n our l e t t e r . 

Should you have any questions regarding our review of your application, or the 
appeals process, please feel free to contact VJilliam Chapman of t h i s o f f i c e at 
(215) 597-2337. 

Jame^W. Coleman, Jr. 
Regional Director 

Enclosure 
cc: TPS/WASO 

DC SHPO 
(Part 2 Denial) 



Part 2 Appeal 

Prepared by: Michael Auer 
Preservation Assistance Division 
September 18, 1985 

Property: Sarah 3. Baker Schooi 
33 Perrin Street 
Roxbury, Massachusetts 
MA-85-0692 

Owners: Sarah Baker Manor Associates 
10 Fairway Street 
Mattapan, Massachusetts 02126 

Participants tor Owners; Mr. John B. Cruz, UI, General Partner 
Mr. Richard Walwood, Project Architect 
Mr. Karl Coiscou, Project Manager 

NR Chronology; Built in 1905 
Listed in National Register on 7/7/83 

Application Chronology; 6/81 Project started 
8/82 Project completed I; 
2/12/85 Application received by SHPO 
3/15/85 Application received by MARO 
5/7/85 Project denied by MARO 
6/7/85 Appeal request received by WASO 
9/18/85 Appeal held; Dr. Connally presiding 

Use Before/After Rehabilitation; School (vacant)/ Residential apartments 

Denial Issue: Window replacements 

Recommendations/Approvals/Endorsements; # 

SHPO; Project meets the Standards, with reservations 


