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1. Name

historic Sarah J. 1Baker School

and/or common Same

2. Location

street & number 33 Perrin Stjt.»e%- N/A notfor publication
city, town Boston N/Avicinity of
date M assachusetts code 025 couty Suffolk code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture . museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
A structure both wor_k in progress educational . private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious <
object in process yes: restricted government . scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
?Lno military . other:

4. Owner of Property

nane Sarah Baker Manor Associ ates
street & number 10 Fairway
city, town Boston N/Avicinity of sae Massachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regigry of deeds etc. Suffolk County Registry of Deeds

street & number Penbert on Square

city, town Boston state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Inventory of the Historic has this property been determined eligible? X- yes no
Assets of the Commonwealth

date 1980 . federal state county local

depository forsurvey records Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

city, town Boston sae Massachusetts



7. Description Sarah J. Baker School. 33 Perrin St., Boston . MA

Condition Check one Check one

JL_ excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site
good ruins altered moved  date N/A
fair unexposed y.c-' e

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

"N 9 °
The Sarah J. Baker School i slocated on Perrin Street i nthe . -I<
Roxbury district of Boston, Massachusetts, approximately halfway be”'
tween WArren Stireet, 6lue Hill Avenue, and Moreland Street. It i s

located i na neighborhood of fine 19th-century residences. :

It 1 sconstructed of solid brick bearing walls with steel framed
floors and roof structure. The floors were built of vaulted terra-cotta
tiles bound together with areinforced concrete floor slab. The colum
and girder plates were riveted together.

The Baker School consists of three stories of classroom space set
on a raised basement and enclosed by a flat roof. The exterior i s brick
with [imestone trim 't smassing i ssimple, with a large rectangul ar
central block and flanking wings projecting at each of thefour corners.
There are two main doors, each with a |large entrance stair, at the ends
of thecentral block. The windows are as high and wi de as possible,
using conventional fenestration, i norder tol et sunlight and air into
the classrooms. They ar e double hung, nine over nine, and have been
replaced by double glazed metal sash.

The redbrick surface i senhanced by t heuse of corbeled and pro-
jecting brick that gives a feeling of rusticated masonry. The topthree
floors areset of f from t he basement portion by a |limestone stringcourse.
The topfloor i senphasized by theuse of narrow arches above thelarge
classroom wi ndows. The first-floor wi ndows are spanned by a flat brick
arch with a limestone keystone for emphasis. The fronts of the protruding
portions at theends of thebuilding are of plain brick with [arge decora-
tive plaques,” on thethird level, andwith scul ptured stone escutcheons
at thecorners, and a set of narrow slit w ndows. e C

The sane wall treatment | srepeated on thetwo side elevations of
the building. The basenment wi ndows ar e double hung and generally smaller
in sizew The stairwells at both front and rear are expressed by |arge
arched wi ndows staggered between floors. The baseihent' originallyi contained

playrooms, as well as mechanical, custodial andtoilet rooms. Thetop
three floors each contained eight classrooms apiece, four i nthe central
bl ock and two i neach wing. The wi ngs also contained small [ibraries and
teacher's offices. (

The playground was originally paved i nbrick and later was enlarged
and covered with asphalt. The site i ssurrounded by an iron fence supported

by piers. yf*r.-y : ' r.n SN ey Yy,

Wth theexception of metal insulating wi ndows that replace the orig-
inal ones, there have been virtually no major changes tothe exterior.
Currently theinenbvations have been completed; tt'he building i sbeing used
for elderly housing and i si ntheprocess of certification of rehabilita-
tion for the Tax Act. .
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8. Significance Sarah J. Baker School, 33 Perrin St. Boston , MA

Period Areas o Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music e humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce - . exploration/settlement philosophy theater
A1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1905 Builder/Architect Julius Schweinfurth ; John J. Craig

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Sarah J. Baker School retains itsintegrity of location, design,

setting, materials, and workmanship. ' I ti sa fine exanple of early 20th-
century school architecture andi sa building designed by a distinguished
Boston architect of theturn of thecentury. |t was designed by Julius

A Schweinfurth with the assistance of hi schief draftsman, John J. Craig,
as shown by thesignatures on theoriginal perspective drawing andset

of blueprints, all of which arestill extant. The building thus neets
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

Julius A Schweinfurth was born i nAuburn, New York, i1 n 1858, the
son of an emnent military engineer of German descent. Like hi s two
brothers, he decided early i nlife tobe an architect, and, i n1879, A
he noved t o Boston and entered thefirm of Peabody and Stearns as a
draftsman. | n 1883, he |eft Peabody and Stearns, joined his brother,
Charles, for ayear i nCleveland as a partner i nthelatter's office, and
then nmade a tour,of Europe. By 1887, he was back i nBoston i n Peabody
and Steam s office. After thepublication i n 1888 of hi s Sketches Abroad,
Schweinfurth's talent was widely recognized. \Wile still i nthe Peabody
firm he entered competitions and accepted comm ssions on hi sown. He
al so worked very closely with Robert Peabody, thetwo making a dynamc
design team During this period, he explored thevariety of academc
historical styles available tothearchitect at this time and showed
great fluency i nall. .

w Despite hi skey position i nthe Peabody and Stearns firm he was

never offered a partnership, and, i n 1895, he started his own office.

e of hi sfirst comm ssions after setting up on hi sow was t he Janes
Street School i nhi shonme town of Auburn, New York, a building i n the
Italianate style. The bulk of Schweinfutth' s practice at this time, how
ever, consisted of large country and suburban houses i na variety of styles
shingle style. Colonial Revival and Renai ssance Revival.

The Sarah J. Baker School was naned after Sarah J. Baker, who was t he
first woman principal tohead a school district i nthe Boston school sys-
tem and who was principal of theDillaway School (NR) from 1884 until her
death i n1905. The building was thefirst of five schools or school addi-
tions designed by Schweinfurth for theCity of Boston. (The others were
the High School of Practical Arts, Greenville Street, Roxbury, 1913, and an
addition of 1917; the Quincy E Dickerman School, Magnolia Street, Dor-
chester, 1915; and an addition tothe Thomas Gardner School on Athol and
Brentwood Streets, Brighton, 1924.) By 1905, Schweinfurth had designed
schools for the Town of Brookline and had just won a major competition for
a quadrangle of four dormitories at Wellesley College.

Ar- o o (continued) -



9. Major Bibliographical References

city of Boston, School house Departnment Reports, for 1905, 1906, 1908,
and 1925; Stephen J. Neitz and Wheaton A Holden, Julius A Schwein-
furth: Master Designer, 1858-1931 (Boston: Nort heastern University,

1975) .
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property 39,723 ft, )
Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle scale 1:25000
UT M References
A 11191 1312i8 16 10Ol Uiel 8171 42 i5l ® L I L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing -
cl T1il .. el 1l DLJ LLL. 3.3, ;L
| o] oo | | ] o L FLU [l el 1l LLJ I-L
Gl | -1, Lol H i-L J—L

Verbal boundary description and justification The nominated property includes only the
lot on which the building stands comprising 34,4 84 sq. ft. Please refer
to Assessor's Map. - ' - '

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

with Cynt>iia Zaitzevsky and

naneftite Candace Jenkins, Registration Director Boston Landmarks Commission
organizetion M assachusetts Historical Comm. date January 20, 1983
dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state MA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local e

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titlte State Historic Preservation Officer, ML date

For NPS use only

I hereby certify that this property is included in the NationatRegister
dae 7 [T [N

.eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Continuation sheet Sarah J. Baker School item number 8 Page 1
Boston, MA
In style and massing, the Baker School i ssimlar to'Schweinfurth' 1903

Lincoln Settlement House on Emerald Street (demolished) i nBoston rather
than any of hi sprevious schools. Both arei na conservative academc
classical style, and both consist of a recessed central section with
flanking, projecting wngs,. At thetime i twas built, theBaker School
was said tobe thelargest primary school i nNew England. There\/ere

24 classrooms, eight on each floor, with access from hallways and stairs
at either end of thebuilding, rather than from a central corridor. This
type of plan was apparently requested by t he School house Department and
was based on t he Emerson School, East Boston (1865, architect unknown).
The building was heated and ventilated by a series of ducts running from
the boiler roomi nthebasement toalltherooms on each floor.

The Sarah J. Baker School i ssignificant i nthehistory of Boston municipal
architecture and as a good exanmple of Schweinfurth's work. | tisalso a
soundly constructed and well preserved building and i sadm rably suited
for i tscurrent use as elderly housing.



Sarah J. Baker School

33 Perrin Street

Bost on, MA

Boston Assessor's Map 1980
scale 1" = 100

[TEM References:
19/328600/4687425
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Baker, Sarah J., School
Suffolk County

MASSACHUSETTS
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Reviewer's comments:.

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Diacipline
Data
see centinustion sheet

.Nomination returned lor: technical corrections cited below
...Ssubstantive reasons discussed Jkalow

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

S. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

summary paragraph
eompietenass
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

“ftie eveMfaAeO si*nMcanoe of tMe property wMMn tne acaaa isi

t Hleiortc “eeefsfiiwi Office' st*nctura

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272

-3504


















EXHIBIT A

United Sates Department o the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MID-ATLANTIC REGION
143 SOUTH THIRD STREET
INBERLYREEHTO PHILADELPHIA. PA. 19106

F78(MAR-PDC) .

Sar ah Baker Manor Associ ates
10 Fairway Street o 7MY 196

Mt tapan, M\ 02126 .

Dear Sir/Madam

PROPERTY: 33 Perrin Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts
CONTR NLMBER MA- 85- 0692

V¢ have reviewed the"Historic Preservation CertificationApplication - Part 2"
for theabove property and have found that therehabilitationdoes not conform
with the Secretary of thelnterior's "Standards for Rehabilitation." The
conpleted rehabilitationdoes not conformwith thefollow ng Standards:

STANDARD N 2 ‘ .
The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure,
or site and its environment shall not be destroyed. The renoval or

« alteration of any historic material or distinctivearchitectural features
shoul d be avoi ded when possible.

STANDARD N0 5

Distinctive stylistic features or exanples of skilled craftsmanship which
characterize a building, structure, or site shall be treated with

sensit ivity.

> STAADARD ND 6
Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, '
wherever possible.. I ntheevent replacement i snecessary, thenew material
should match thematerial being replaced i nconposition, design, color,
texture, and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of m ssing
architectural features should be based on accurate duplication of features,
substantiated by historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on
\% conjectural designs or theavailability of different architectural elements
from other buildings or structures.

The Sara J. Baker School i san individuallylisted property located i n the
Roxbury district of Boston. The building, a three and a half story brick

bui lding constructed i n1905 in what m ght be called a Romanesque Revival style,
is described i ntheNational Register nomnation as "a fine exanple of early
20th century school architecture ... designed by a distinguished Boston
architect of theturn of thecentury ... Julius A Schweinfurth ..." Criteria
A and C arecited as applicable criteria of significance, thelatter of which,
in particular, stresses thebuilding's architectural inmportance.



VDi stinguishing features of the building prior toitsrehabilitationincludedthe
strongly expressed relief patterns of its exterior brickwork, a prom nent
corbelled brick cornice, both round and square-headed w ndow openings, and a
variety of w ndow types, nostly six-over-six wod w ndows with two-over-two wood
storms. Interior finishes andplan were fairly typical of school buildings of
this period, andincluded nmetal firestairs andrelatively sinple wood trim
Auch of the interior was arguably in poor condition at the timeof
rehabilitation, andresultant interior work, which renoved nost of the original
materials, is not considered a negative factor in our office's evaluation of the
rehabilitation work.

The main concern of our office is the removal during the course of
rehabilitation of the original operable wood windows and the substitutionof
new, non-nmatching, single-light, double-hung, metal w ndows. Such a treatment
is aclear violation of Standards 2, 5, and 6 as described above, which
collectively call for the retention of distinguishing original qualities,t he
sensitive treatment of exanples of craftsmanship and the repair, rather than
replacement, of deteriorated features. Photographs submtted with the
application show that the original w ndows were in place at the timeof
rehabilitation and seemto indicate that they were not deteriorated beyond
repair. | f the conditionof the existing windows, in fact, precluded their
retention, that condition should have been docunentated in the application.
Repl acenent wi ndows, in turn, should have matched the visual qualities of the
original windows. In this office's evaluation, the six-over-sixpaned w ndows
were significant features of the building' soverall design, integrating the

wi ndow openings with other decorative features of the building. Qn the basisof
this inappropriatew ndow treatment, our office has nocourse but to deny
certification of conpleted work.

This project therefore does not qualify as a"certified rehabilitation" for
purposes of 88 212 and 214 of the Economi ¢ Recovery Tax Act of 1981, and i s
exenpt from the historic preservation provisions of the Act which applyto
"certified rehabilitations.”

V& have enclosed a copy of the US Departnent of the Interior's regulations
that outline in Section 67.10 the process for appealing this decision. Should
you wish t o enter an appeal, please comment by letter to the Chief Appeals
Officer, Preservation Assistance Division, National Park Service, PQ Box
37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127, addressing the concerns raised in our letter.

Shoul d you have any questions regarding our review of your application, or the
appeal s process, please feel free to contact VJilliam Chaprman of this office at
(215) 597-2337.

Jame”W Col eman, Jr.
Regi onal Director

Encl osure
cc: TPYWAO
boC S0

(Part 2 Denial)



Part 2 Appeal

Prepared by: Michael Auer
Preservation Assistance Division
September 18, 1985

Property: Sarah 3. Baker Schooi
33 Perrin Street
Roxbury, Massachusetts
MA-85-0692

owners: Sarah Baker Manor Associates
10 Fairway Street
Mattapan, Massachusetts 02126

Participants tor Owners; Mr. John B. Cruz, Ul, General Partner
Mr. Richard Walwood, Project Architect
Mr. Karl Coiscou, Project Manager

NR Chronology; Built in 1905
Listed in National Register on 7/7/83

Application Chronology; 6/81 Project started
8/82 Project completed l;
2/12/85 Application received by SHPO
3/15/85  Application received by MARO
5/7/85 Project denied by MARO
6/7/85 Appeal request received by WASO
9/18/85 Appeal held; Dr. Connally presiding

Use Before/After Rehabilitation; School (vacant)/ Residential apartments
Denial Issue: Window replacements
Recommendations/A pproval s'Endorsements; #

SHPO; Project meets the Standards, with reservations



