FORM A - AREA SURVEY

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

. Town

Form numbers inthis area Area no.
104; 1C6-111; 117-in|.;

128-131
Taunton

Name of area (if any) Naunton Green

lational ".gjjr-st-er Pistrict

General date or period c. 1830 - InzZC

. Is area uniform (explain):

in style? -'O - Federal tbroii*rh 'Classical
"Nevival
in condition? Mo - Pair to "xcellent

in type of ownership?''o - PriVate, "unici”r
\ pal
in use? - Civic, Connercial

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) andindicate”rth.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoriedon Form B.

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE
USGS Quadrant

MHC Photo no.

(over)

TT O

Organization_
Date Isc

UM A 19/326320/4640930
B 19/326300/ 4640720

C 19/326180/ 4640820



| NVENTARY FORMI GONITT NLATT ON SHEET Community: Form No:

MASACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASION Taunton NR-3
Office of the Secretary, Bodon

Property Name  Taunton Green

Indicate eadi item on inventory foim vtfiich is being continued bdow.

Significance (cont.)

By t heturn of thecentury, new construction began t oreplacethe

l'avish residences that still occupied theGeen's border, as central
city space becane nore valuable. The Crocker building (#129) replaced
part of t heSanuel Crocker Estate i n 1900, providing needed office space
for downtown professionals. Several banks modernized their facilities:
the Bristol County National Bank (#121) added a Neoclassical facadei n
189 3, and the Taunton bank (#s 130, 131) appended a Beaux Arts addition
to itspre- existentVictorian Italianate bank i n1913. Seeing little
construction after this period, thelast dramatic change t ot he District's
appearance occurred when thecity's Richardson Ronmanesque Post Office
was replaced i n1931by a WPA-produced Neoclassical structure (#128).

The Taunton Green i st hevisual focal point of thedistrict.
Originally covering over 88 acres, theGreen was a training field for
Colonists i nthel7th century. The Green i ssurrounded by a fence
nmade of posts nade from Quincy granite andtherails were nade by t he
Ol d Colony Iron Works. The fence was erected i n 1840-41,

There arevarious nonunents i nt he Green:

1) A boulder with plaqgue on t henorth side facing t he courthouse
was erected October 15, 189 7 by t he Commobnwealth of Massachusetts
comrenorating General David Cobb and 400 militia who defeated
a body of insurgents i nShay's Rebellion i ntheir attempt
to prevent a session of t heSuprenme Judical Court in 1786
also commenorated i st heraising of theliberty and Union
Flags on October 21, 1774,

2) Civil War - Soldiers and Sail ors Monunent on east side.
Granite statue of Union soldier presented t oGAR by Cyrus
H Lothrop i n 1902.

3) Spanish-American War Veterans on west side.
Bronze statue of a soldier given by Fred Dean i nJuly 19 37.

4) World War | on south side.
Bronze statue of a "doughboy" erected by the Veterans of
f Foreign Wars i n1937 in Memorial Park andnoved t ot heGreen
in 1977. Sculptor, Louis Leach and nodel George Mandi go,
a local resident.

The Taunton Green Historic District possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials andworkmanship as well as important his-
torical associations with Taunton's early settlement through its

devel opment as a prominent commercial and manufacturing center i n the

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTGRY FORM GONTI NUATI OGN SHEET Cenuunity: Fam No:

MSSACHEETTS H STAR CAL ACIM SS AN Taunton NR-3
O fice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Taunton Green

I ndicate each itemon inventory formwhidi isbeing continued bel ow
Significance (cont.) . . e

in the 18th and 19th centuries. | tincludes theCity's major

public park andits finest examples of 19th andeatly 20th century
masonry conmerical architecture. These bear witnesstotheefforts
and aspirations of Taunton's influential merchants, industrialists
and financiers. Thus Taunton Geen neets criteria AB and Cof the

National Register of Historic Places.

Acreage: Approximately 5; large assessot's nmaps (5)

Boundaries were selected toinclude the buildings which surrounded
Taunton Green, the historic conmercial center of Taunton, boundary
lines follow back | ot Iines.

See attached owners' [ist.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) ' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

JUlr =M oo, VNe o e
Taunton Green Historic Diatrlct
(Taunton MRA) _
Bristol County cantTTT-e-Fevrar Working No. MAY 2 | 1984
MASSACHUSETTS Fed. Reg. Date: N S
Date Due: (~"ALIN - 7 N7
Action: ACCEPT A
e resubmission
O nomination by person or local government .REJECT.
O owner objection Federal Agency:.
[Z] appeal
Substantive Review sample e request nH appeal CH NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer 1//>C hxJ AN
see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below

ji"substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. LtKation

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check on* Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
[ID good . U] ruins altered moved date.
o fair EH unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

o summary prageon LT @H. \0N0™ SLDNAJ AD QWX "au&DIFIZ? * - H3¥)L.C

completeness
e clarity
e alterations/integrity
o dates

| I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect POpum”™ IS  M)IFOS>NC, ~6 b on n '
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

n summary paragraph MM | (00 <km

CZ completeness ;S
CH clarity I I l.

e applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

WIIIWO tMADY VLS f9P Laward)
9. Major Bibliographical References

t). Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Xyerbal boundar<desmptiyan®ustification”® fc))»JOMIA>| vJOSnKtIO”i OOMN XJflf STKTIL IAMW ~"-Oe

11. Form Prepared By 6(12" M)P  6'(?&*«OMi™  IyUANiIDer  lIJCUIOtO  «  Set MO  yUMW 1.
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

. . . . . oo 1 WeseNeNKrelof- S rf o Jr -
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title A

13. Other o ) )

oM’ Uil RAe> fustova>ceadrftLof?, Lext«[JO PDiuec’™
gJi'otographs CE€>0" 'tV {5Mi*-> £APAMC]) IK)P MJISou04/1tA7 1* I/MDi)t<™ A VgE!
pother f  DAX\?0vir iW'tIDPAIMt U /U Vd6é CM"- itM\)0&? M>AAA

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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FOM A - AKEA Formnunbers i nthis area Area letter
104; 106-111; 117-121; NR3
MSSAGHLETTS H STAR AL CQUMISS ON 128-131
294 Vshington Street, Boston, iMy 02108

Town Taunt on
Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple toleft side of form Nane of area (if any) Taunton Geen

Phot 0 nunber
National Register District

CGeneral date or period ca. 1830-1930

Sketch map. Drawageneral nap of thearea indicating propertieswithin it.
Nunber each property for which individual inventory forms have been conrol eted.

Label streets(including route nunbers, i fany) andindicatenorth. (Attacha
separate she”i f space here i s not sufficient)

UM A 19/ 326320/ 4640930

(Stap’e ahfiNTonal sleet s herd)n A Hlot3oatRaPR646496°°



ARH TECTURAL S GNH CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

See Continuation Sheet

HSTAR CAL S AN HCANCE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what caused it,
and howi t affected community; be specific).

See Continuation Sheet

BLI G3RRAPM and/ or REFEHENES

Dean, Janes Henry, "Taunton,” inDH Hirds Hstory of Bristol County,
Massachusetts (Philadel phia, 1883), pp. 728-886.

Taunton, Mass., G d@lony Historical Society, @l lections (Taunton 1879-1921).

Beers, Frederick W 1871, Atlas of Bristol County, Massachusetts, EW Beers
npany, New Yor k

Everts & Richards, Pub., 1895 New Topographi cal Atlas of Surveys, Bristol County,
Massachusetts. Everts & Richards, Philadel phia.

Wl ling, Henry Franics, 1852 Myp of Bristol County, Massachusetts, CA Taber, N NANN



I NVENTARY FORM QONTI NUATI ON SHEET Cormuni ty: For m No:

MSSAGHUEETTS H STAGR CAL OVMSSI ON Taunt on
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: Taunton MRA
Taunton Geen H D

I ndicate each itemon inventory formv\*iidi i s being continued bel ow.

The Taunton Green National Register District incorporates the city's major public park
and the nost out standi nﬂ comercial structuresinthe Central Business District.
Together with the Courthouse Conpl ex (NR 1978), which it abuts onthe northwest, the
area displays acontiguous array of public and private 19th and early 20th century
arprjtecture that represents the city's rise to promnence as a manufacturing and re-
tailing center.

Qontributin? bui I dings are those 19th and early 20th century structureswhich retain
integrity of design and reflect the historical character of the district intheir use
and associations with the commercial and nunicipal devel opnent of the city.

Boundaries were drawn to include the highest concentration of contributing buildings"
around the Taunton Geen,which i s the historical center of the city's commercial dis-
trict. The Geen is characterized by continuous rows of multi-story nasonry buil dings
lining Min Street, Broadway and the north and east corners of Taunton Geen. Tothe
west and south of the Geen are freestanding institutional buildings (Courthouse Conpl ex,
Post OFfice) set onopen |andscaped |ots. mmercial uses continue south and west

on haAciet and Wnthrop Streets, but consist primarily of [owrise post-1940 buil dings.
Additionally, the topograpy begins to slope down away from Taunton Geen at its south-""st
corner, along (ohannet and Wnthrop Streets. Tothe northeast, altered 19th century
commercial buil dings characterize Min Street outside the district, while to the north-
west, Broadway assunes a nore resideni;i:al character as it proceeds westward.

Several 20th century structures, either of recent constructionor which have |ost design
integrity through extensive recent alterations, are considered non-contributing. These
include A aca 190 one-story row of stores, "Liberty Lane", B asmall one-story

of fice conplex adjacent to the Courthouse Conplex and a vacant | ot (c¢) on Court Street,
and D a sequence of four one-story "taxpayer® storefronts at 19, 20and 21-22 - "~
Taunton G een.

Ganted by the proprietorsto the town for use as atraining field in 1743, Taunton
Geen has been the seat of public affairs since the md-18th century. Facing the tow's
first courthouse, built in 1772, the Geen served during Revolutionary W& years as

the site of the first fIyin? of the Liberty and Whion Flag (1774), and of the defeat

of followersof Shay's rebellion (1786). During this period, the Geen' s periphery
began to attract conmercial enterpriseswth the establishment of several taverns.

inns and stores. Bythe early 19th century, this trend was in full force Fane stores
and brick commercial blocks in the Federal style typified this devel opnent. The row
at 44 and 45-49 Taunton Geen (#119, #120) is anexcellent exanpl e of this construction
In the years leading to the Civil Vdr, the commercial district reflected the prosperity
of Taunton's diverse industries inthe constructionof several brick and brownstone
banks and storos. Anoutstanding and formal survivor of this period is the Bank Bl ock
5#106, #107, #108) of ca. 1855, astriking group of brick and brownstone buil dings
etailed in Renai ssance Revival nwode.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoin



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Communi ty: " Form Nb:

NSSACHEETTS H STAR CAL COWMISS ON Taunt on
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: Taunton NFA

I ndicate each itemoninventory formvAiidi is being continued bel ow.

After aserious fire destroyed portions of Min Street tothe east of the Geen in"' '
1859, rebuilding took place. (e of the najor commercial nonunents of this period

is the Lhion Block of 1860 (#104), which Bopul arized both sem-fireproof construction
and denonstrated the practicality of the business block as analternative t oindependent
commercial units. As Taunton entered it speriod of intense boom devel opers adoEt ed

the business bl ock concept, and constructed the Jones B ock in 1874 (#110) and t he
Taylor Bock in 1880 (#109).

Bﬁ the turn of the century, newconstructionbegan toreplace the lavish residences

that still dotted the Geen's border, ascentral city space becane nore val uabl e.

The Qrocker Building (#129) replaced part of the Sanuel O ocker Estate in 1900, providing
needed of fice space forebwn town professionals. Several banks nodernized their facilities
at this time: the Bristol County National Bank 3#121) added a Neocl assi cal facade

in 1893, and the Taunton Bank (#130, #131) appended a Beau)( Arts addition toits existing
Victorian Italianate bank in 1913, The Geen sawlittle newconstructionafter this
period. Thelast dramatic change tothe District's appearance occurred when the city's

R char dsoni Eam F§3nanesque Post Orficewas replaced in 1931 by a VWA produced Neo- cl assi cal
structure (#128).

The Taunton Green itself isthe visual focal point of the district. Oigina
over 88 acres, the Geen was atraining field for Col onists inthe 17th cent ur
Green issurrounded by afence made of posts nade from Quincy granite; the
grloduced at dd Colony Iron Works in Taunton. The present fence was erected

There are various nonunents in the Geen, including:

1) ahboulder with plague onthe Geen's north side, erected GCctober 15 1897 by
the Gommonweal th of Massachusetts t o coomenorate General David Gbb and 400 militia
who defeated a body of insurgents in Shay's Rebellion intheir attenpt to prevent
a session of the SQuprene Judical Court in 1786, al so cormenorated is the raising
of the Liberty and Uhion Flags on (ctober 21, 1774;

2) adcCivil Vdr - Soldiers and Sailors Mnunent onthe east side; agranite statue
of Uhion soldier, presented tothe GR by Grus H Lothrop, was added i n 1902;

3) a Spani sh-Anmerican Vér Veterans Mnunent on the westside; consists of abronze
statue of asoldier, given by Fred Dean in July, 1937;

4) aVWrld Ver | nonunent on the south side; consists of abronze statue of a "doughboy"
erected by theVeterans of Foreign Vdrs in 1937 in Menorial Park and noved t o
the dG*ee)n in 1977 (scul ptor, Louis Leach and nodel, George Mandi go, alocal
resident). , : .

The Taunton Geen Historic District possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting,
materal s and workmanship aswell asinportant historical associations with Taunton's
early settlement through its devel opment as a promnent commercial and nanufacturing
center inthe 18th and19th centuries. |t includes the City's najor public park and

Staple t olnventory form at bottCH






TALNTON GEEN H STCRI C DI STR CT

PROPERTY ACCRESS
GONTR BUTI NG BU LD NGS

1-5 Main St. &7 Main St.

25 Main Street

31 Main Street

35 Main Street

37 Main Street

8-9 Taunton Geen & 15-17 Main St.

5-7 Taunton G een

3 Taunton G een

10-18 Taunton G een

5-29 Broadway

28 Broadway

INVENTCRY & PROPERTY OMER & DATE H STCR C NAME
MP NLMBER  MAI LI NG ACDRESS

#104

#104

#104

$104

#104

#106

#107

#108

#109

#110

#111

E P. Helides, Trustee 1860 Uni on Bl ock
e Main Street Realty Trust
he Main Street, Taunton, M\ f!

Ronald H Swartz, Trustee
25 Main Street, Taunton, M\

Frederick N Schwaery
Schwaery Realty Trust
132 Flint Street, Pawtucket, RI 02861

S M Mndel, President
Main Street Corporation
247 West 30th Street, New York, Ny 1001

Her bert Sackett
37 Main Street, Taunton, MA

Joseph Rose, Pierce Bldg. Realty Trust
74 Padel ford Street, Berkley, M\

Kni ghts of Col unbus
7 Taunton G een, Taunton, MA

Jay How and 1855 Taunt on Bank Bl ock
385 Vest Street
Vst Bridgewater, NA

Atty. Daniel Bl acknon 1889 Taylor Building
264 Main Street, Buzzards Bay, M\

Dana L. Rocha, Garo Real ty Conpany 1874 Jones Bl ock
5 Broadway, Taunton, M\

MD Lawson ca. Donovan Bui | ding
28 Broadway, Taunton, M\ 1900



50-52 Taunton G een

56 Taunton G een

44 Taunton G een

45- 47 Taunton G een

49 Taunton G een

43 Taunton G een

14-24 Br oadway

37 Taunton G een

4 Court Street

10 Court Street

12 Court Street

NONF GONTR BUTT NG BU LD NGS

1 Broadway

30 Taunton G een

#117

#118

#119

#120

#120

#121

ITTA

#128

#129

#130

#131

Robert Z Gartzman, Rae Realty Trust

104 Reed Street, New Bedford, M\

Rocky Knoll Estates, Inc.
200 Norton Avenue, Taunton,

Ruth W bur
47 Taunton Green, Taunton,

Taunton Geen Realty Trust
c/o Peter LaChance, Trustee
69 Hart Street, Taunton, M\

M\

M\

First Bristol County National
4 Taunton Green, Taunton, M\

Philip Austin, Trustee
Sunmer Realty Trust
P Q Box 99E, S Easton, M\

Taunton Post Office
37 Taunton Geen, Taunton,

Crocker Chatauqua
73 Trenmont Street, Boston,

Taunton Savi ngs Bank

10 Court Street
Taunt on, M\

Carol Louisor , N
Laurel Street

Liberty Lane Associ ates

760 C. J. CGushing Highway, Cohasset,

M\

M\

Bank

M\

1870

1855

1830

1830

1835

1931

1900

1885

1913

Cohannet Bl ock \

Seel ey Building

Par k Hot el

Foster's Building

Bristol County
National Bank

Tanes Buil ding

Crocker Building

(1960s one story)

"Liberty Lane"



Court Street

19 Taunton G een

20 Taunton G een

21-22 Taunton G een
ot - o

(vacant | ot)

Thonmas Tanes, Sr.

17 Harrison Street, Taunton,
Manuel Deolinda DeSousa

33 Mary Drive

Eli, Ruth & Roy Ledernan

187 NManonet Street, Brockton,

MA

MA

(altered, onestory
20th century storefront
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Name Taunton Multiple Resource Area
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WASO Form « 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Taunton Green Historic District (Taunton MRA)

Bristol County
MASSACHUSETTS

resubmission

CJ nomination by person or local government

e owner objection
e appeal

Substantive Review:

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

| sample .

.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

Ownership
Public Acquisition

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition
excellent |
good

e fair

| deteriorated

ED ruins
CH unexposed

request appeal
Status
Accessible
yes * no
Checl< one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| |dates

| I boundary selection

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Working No. JAN g 5

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due:

Action: ACCEPT.
RETURN.
REJECT_

Federal Agency:

im NR decision

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer n'
Disripiinp N

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
« original site

moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity AN . '
CH applicable criteria - > *
CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

context
CH relationship of integrity to significance , A
CH justification of exception A '
CH other miye M \>

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other
CH Maps

CH Photographs
CH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000297



