INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

PHOpo 1473

STATE:

Delaware

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

COUNTY:

New Castle

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

COMMON:

Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church

AND/OR HISTORIC: = 12 i
T
's Church 972 id
STREET AND NUMBER: ) ER 7‘;(
‘ Road and McKennan's Church Ro d377W~T*“{i;
CITY OR TOWN: T
’ L .Jgfli},
L"?L [ ?f"’ R .
STATE 4 CODE COUNTY: CODE
Relaware 10 New Castle 003

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
W STAT
(Check One) OWNERSHIP us TO THE PUBLIC
7] District ] Building (] Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
[ Site ] Structure Private ] In Process [J Unoccupied K] Restrlcted
] Object 7] Both [] Being Considered (] Preservation work [ Unrestricted
in progress O No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural [} Government (1 Park

O Commercial [ Industrial [} Private Residence
[} Educational [0 Military Religious

[C] Entertainment [ Scientific

T} Museum

{TJ Transportation
[C] Other (Specity)

{T] Comments

OWNER'S NAME: ﬂ
- >
Red Clav Creek Presbyterian Church 4
STREET AND NUMBER: - m
500 McKennan's Church Road
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
: EE o
o
Hall of Recoxds <
STREET AND NUMBER: ;(
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Dover Delaware 10
URVEY m
. - . . -4
A List of Delaware Heritage Buildings and A.eas Ha]m
DATE OF SURVEY: 1963 [ Federal ] State . ] County Local -tz %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: po g %
. . . ,11 ol wv
Greater Wilmington Development Council ‘\ig pl
STREET AND NUMBER: T &4
o o
300 Delaware Ayenue, Suite 1320 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE i
Wilmington Delaware 10 g
a.




Excellent [J Goed [ Fair [J Deteriorated ] Ruins [0 Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One). {Check One)
K] Altered [ Unaltered [ Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church is a white stuccoed stone
building that stands on a hill by its old cemetery. The first
church on:this site was built in 1761, and demolished in 1853 when

~ the present edifice was built. This church is a two=-story structure,
originally rectangular in plan, but now enlarged to create an
irregular cruciform plan. The principal exterior embellishment is a
colonnaded poxrch that features a fanlight and an enclosed vestibule.
A date stone, marked "WM 1761", from the original church is mounted
in the south wall of the present building. Additions to the rear
have not detracted from the original appearance of the church._
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the early years of the eighteenth century, large
numbers of Scotch~Irish Presbyterians entered America through
the ports of Philadelphia and New Castle, whence they spread
out to settle the cheap lands on the frontier. Several of
their churches were established in Mill Creek Hundred during
the first quarter of the eighteenth century. There is evidence
that Presbyterian services were being held at Red Clay Creek by
1713; the present congregation was formally established in 1722.

The first Red Clay Creek Church was built on the present
site in 1761, under the direction of William McKennan; he held
this pastorate from 1755 until 1809, long enough for the church
to become known by his name. Until 1761, he also served the
White Clay Creek Church. Thomas Love was pastor from 1825 until 186
during his pastorate, in May 1853, the old church was demolished
and the present church was built. Some of the materials from
the 1761 church, including the date stone, were salvaged for use
in the present structure.

Captain William McKennan, son of the pastor, was a Delaware
hero of. the Revolutionary War.
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Blake, John D,

Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Delaware,- 1609~1888.,

"History of the Red Clay Creek Presbyterlan Church
Prepared for its two~hundredth anniversary, October 19, 1922,"

Philadelphia:

L. J. Richards and Company, 1888.
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Mr. Graydon Wood and Rosemary Troy, Historic Site Survevyors

ORGANIZATION

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs

DATE

June 8,; 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

Hall of Records

CITY OR TOWN:

Dover

CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

" evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State [] Local X

A

Dr. E. Berkeley Tompkins

Name

Title _ State Liaison Officer

Date G:B o~ 72;

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

&bﬁ iZéf;'

Chief, Office of Archeology and Htst ric Preservation
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