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Colonial Revival Bungalow/Craftsman Queen Anne
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

INTRODUCTION

The Buttonwood Park National Regiger Didtrict islocated west of the center of New Bedford, aport city
on the south coadt of Massachusetts. The digtrict includes Buttonwood Park and portions of the
surrounding neighborhood which developed concurrently with the park. Itisroughly bounded by
Kempton Street on the north, Brownell Avenue on the west, Hawthorne Street on the south and
Rockdde Avenue on the eest. Resdences dong the south and eedt 9de of the latter two Sregtsare o
included within the district.

The focal point of the 113-acredistrict is Buttonwood Park, amulti-use park initially plamedin the
1890sby Charles Eliot of the landscgpe architecturd firm of Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot. Since the
1890s, the park has continued to develop in responseto changing municipa priorities and reflectsthe
layering of many yearsof evolving community nesds The spatia organization of the park and the
extant facilitiesreflect the mgjor park devdopment themesof the padt century: pastord scenery,
recregtion, zoo development, public horticulture, public works programs of the depresson era, and
memorialization.

The surrounding areaiis significant as an unusudly cohesve and well-preserved turn-of-the-century
resdential nelghborhood which provides a complementary architecturd framefor the park. The
properties are generdly of moderate scae and include representative examples of the popular
architectura styles of the period. The Colonia Revival and Craftsman syles are especidly well
represented. The houses dso provide a howcase of the work of severd |oca builders and architects.
The small garages that accompany 0 many of the dwellings clearly goeek to the importance of the
automobile in the devdopment of this outlying area

The district contains 307 resources not previoudy listed on the National Register: 271 buildings, 33
dructures, 2 objectsand 1 dte. Thedidrict retains ahigh level of integrity to the period of sgnificance
(1892 - 1950) with relatively minor dterations to its mgjor features snce that date.

(continued)
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The park is described first, followed by the neighborhood.

BUTTONWOOD PARK

Buttonwood Park isthe largest multi-use park and one of the most heavily ussd of the 28 parks and
playgrounds in New Bedford. The 97-acre park is comprised of 57 acresof active and passve recreation
grounds with roads, paths, 23 aoresof forest, 10 acresof open water, and 7 aaesof fields. There ae 9
buildings in the park dating from 1921 to 1972 and 33 sructures which include adam and severd
monuments. V egetation includes the great lawn, perimeter plantings, and dlees of trees, as well asthe
formal garden adjacent to the greenhouse.

Theinitial plan for the park was basad on nineteenth century romantic principles of landscgpe design
with anaturalistic landscgpe character and few built dements However the park hes been modified
over the pagt century, with the many additions and dterations cumulatively resulting in amore eclectic
design. Buttonwood Park has become amulti-use park with awide range of public recreationd
activities including ball fields, basketbdl courts, tennis courts, tot lot, fishing, passve recregtion and
municipal zoo. The current spatid organization of the park reflects its evolutionary devel opment.

The main public use aress are the active recregtion zonein the east centra portion of the park, the zoo in
the southwest comer, and the pond to northwest. The city greenhousewhich grows annudsfor use
throughout the city isdso located in Buttonwood Park. Secondary Senctions within the park include
library, senior center, veteransbuilding and citywide park maintenance heedquarters.

Park Buildings

Warming House (1934-35; park mgp #3)

The largest and mogt prominent building within the park isthe warming house eedt of the pond, built as
an ERA project to replace an earlier pavilion. The one-gtory red brick building, with main section
roughly 40' xIOO' was designed by Nat C. Smith. It condds of a main gable-end section with
protruding double-gabled front section and gabled former porch facing the pond. There are large
fieldstone chimneys a ether end, reflecting the original function of the building. The warming house
hes been remodded severd times and Snce 1977 haes functioned primarily as a senior center for the city.

(continued)
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Potting House (1921; park mgp #2) and Greenhouse (1976, park map #2)

Another prominent park building is the greenhouse complex, conssting of a potting house, designed by
Browne and Poole architects of New Bedford, and areplacement greenhouse The potting houseis a
two-story, hipped-roof brick building of 30" x 20" with an atached boiler room of 18 x 12'. Distinctive
features include wide overhanging eaves wooden brackets, awooden comice and double-hung sseh
windows. The replacement greenhouse isasngle range, gabled smcture which is used to grow annuds
for the city's parks.

Comfort Station (1921; park map #1)

The one-story comfort station near the basebdl field, dso desgned by Brown and Poole, has abrick
exterior and aprominent mock-hipped dateroof with the lateral dopesformingasmdl geble. The
comfort station is one of the oldest buildings in the park.

Field House (1939-41; park mgp #4)
The one-gtory brick field house a the south end of the ball field was desgned by Everett T. Blossom and
built as aWPA project. Itisnow used for park Sorage.

Hay Barn (1922; park map #7)

The hay bam is a wood-frame shingled bam desgned by Labrode & BuUard, with a twogary gabled
main ssction and a onegoryflat-r oofedaddition. A smnall wooden mdic arbar islocated adjacent to the
bam, date unknovra. It hasbean usd for park maintenance but will be adapted for zoo use

Z0oo Buildings

There have been anumber of zoo buildings over the years Almost al have been demolished, many
within the padt year as part of amajor zoo rehabilitation project. There is one contributing ssmcture
within the zoo complex, abear den (1936; park map #8) desgned by Cd B. Poulin and built by the
WPA offieldstoneand concrete with iron railings in amstic syle intended be planted with shmls and
flowers to look like arock garden. Thisreflects zoo desgn of its period of constmction but isnot
consdered adequate for humane anima use today. The only other existing building within the zoo
complex isthe large concrete elephant house (1985; park map # 9).

Non-contributing buildings include severd buildings which have been built in the park snce the 1950s
which do not relate directly to park activities. Theseinclude: the Buttonwood Branch Library (Francis
J. Lawler Library) (1960; park mgp # 6) a& Rockdde Avenue and Lake Street, and the Joseph F.
Waldron Barracks (Veterans Memorid Building) (1972; park mgp #5) on Kempton Street.

(continued)
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StructuresM onuments

The dam/causeway (1902-5; park mgp #10) across the southem end of the pond was desgned by City
Engineer William F. Williams to enhance the recreationd potentia of Buttonwood Pond and to address
flooding within the park. It hes been modified severd times, mogt recently in 1998 when it was rebuilt
to eiminate segpege problems. 1t consgtsof a gonedam with severd satsof sgpsleading from Court
Street down to the former pathway dong the cand to the south. Other remnants of Williams' desgn
include acircular cobblestone post (19034-5; park mgp #11) a the west end of the causaway and the
remans of the cand bdow the dam. The current amplewooden bridge (1970-1; park mgp # 13) over
the cand replaces an earlier mstic bridge.

A mortared mstic fieldstone wall (1939-41; park mgp #12) built by the WPA extendsdong Kempton
Street from Brownell Aveto Ilion Street forming the northern edge of the park, and separating it from
the busy commercid areato the north. Thiswall isaprominent landmark for visitors entering the city
from Route 140.

Many of the recreationd facilitiesin the park post-date the period of significanceand are not consdered
contributing resources dthough some are replacements of earlier contributing festures. These include:
the ball fields, tennis courts and basketbal courts on the eest Sde of the park, as well as the children's
playground. However, gports activities have dways been centrd to the park and most of the existing
facilitiesblend fairly well into the existing landscgpe. Similarly, mog park fumishings, notably benches
and light fixtures, are non-contributing as they dateto the 1980s dthough some recent replacement
fumishings have been careftally chosento compliment the character of the park.

In 1969 Buttonwood Park was desgnated as "Veerans Memorid Park and Zoo a Buttonwood" and in
this capacity servesas the dte of numerous monuments and memorids as well as the city's veterans
building. The two earliest monuments are described below.

The Barnard Monument (1914, park map #17), desgned by Hungarian-bom sculptor George Julian
Zolnay, isthe oldest and mogt prominent monument within the park. It isaso known as the labor
monument. Itislocated in thetraffic circlea the intersection of Court and Buttonwood Streets. Its
inscription reeds

(continued)
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Dedicated as a tribute to the sturdy whalemen who early wonfame for New Bedford and
to their successors who inheriting ideals and resourcefulness gave the city new
prominence by creating a great manufacturing center.

The monument was a gift to the city from George D. Barnard to commemorate New Bedford's evolution
fi-om awhaling town to a manufacturing center. The carved reliefson the massve granite base represent
the city'sindustrial present growing out of the older whaling era  The heroic bronze figure of a worker
dands aop the pedestd. The large Sze, careful sculpting and prominent location makethe Bamard
monument a landmark within the park.

The British Memorial monument (1936; park mgp #18) desgned by Harold Kenworthy was the first
war memoria located in Buttonwood Park. It was erected to honor New Bedford servicemen who died
in the British and Canedian forces during World War 1. 1t is a epped granite shaft located on atraffic
idand a the west end of Court Street @ the Browndl Avenue entrance.

The remainder of the monuments pod-date 1950. Most commemorae war veteransof various ethnic
groups, such as Italian, Portuguese, African American and Jewish, areflection of the diverseethnic
heritage of New Bedford. Theseae primarily of granite in awide range of sylesand some have
asociaed formal evergreen plantings.

Nearly all of the park fiimishings ae non-contributing post-1950 replacements except for a cadt iron
drinking fountain located near the playground a the center of the park. It hes four smal bubblersand a
centra well and an adjacent goneblock to assst children in reachingit.

Circulation System
The park circulation syslem reflects the phased devdopment of the park. Individua roads, parking lots

and the few extant paths dateto different periods and most beer little relationship to the origina park
design or to each other.

Court Street (circa 1904; park mgp #29, dso known as Fuller Memorid Parkway) is amaor eest-west
route, which bisectsthe park. It is atwo-laneroad, which beginsa the westem entranceto the park
whereit is divided by a smadl trafficidand bearing the British Memorid monument. It crosses the

(continued)
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dam/causaway a the southem end of Buttonwood Pond and continues eedt to Buttonwood Street where
it isbisected by acircular traffic idand with the Bamard monument a the center. After crossing
Rockdde Avenue a the eestem edge of the park. Court Street continues eedt beyond the district as acity
dreet. The westem section of Court Street within the park has recently been resurfaced with new asphdt
paving and granite curbing. A paved sdewak runs dong most of Court Street. The prominence of
Court Street isre-enforced by the dlee of oak treeswhich mn aong most of itslength.

William Saltzman Way (circa 1914; park map # 30) is atwo-lane paved road that leeds north from
Hawthome Street afew hundred feet to atumaround a the zoo entrance and alarge parking lot (circa
1970) used for gports activitiesand zoo visitors. Sdtzman Way hes recently been rebuilt in accordance
with the recommendations of the 1988 meder plan for the park. The southem section iswinding and
lined with boulders in amgtic style while the northern end, a the zoo entrance, hes amoreformal
geometry and is curbed.

Buttonwood Street (1907; park mgp #32), atwo-lane paved dreet with granite curbing, extends south
fromthe residentid district, carrying the resdentiad grid into the park. It intersects with Court Street a
the circular idand where the Bamard monument is located.

Resources which post-date the period of significance (1950) are conddered non-contributing to the
historic character of the district. These include many of the roads and parking lots within the park such
a&s Veterans Memorial Parkway (1972; park map #31), ashort service road providing access from
Kempton Street a the north Sde of the park; Oneida Street (N.D.; park map #33), the westernmogt of
the sreets extending south from Kempton Street to the park (which continues into the park as the senior
center parking lot); and the sarvice roadsin and around the zoo.

Other than the concourse described below and the perimeter sdewdlk, thereis not an extensve
pedestrian circulation system. The one exception isasmal segment of path mnning south from Court
Sireet to the zoo. Thisformer service road hes been converted to a pedestrian concourse (1890s, park
map #34) in accordance with the concept initially envisoned by Charles Eliot and the recommendations
of the 1988 mader plan.

(continued)
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Vegatation

The vegetative character of the park hes dso evolved ance Eliot'sinitial vision, dthough it still reflects
some of Eliot's key concepts, notably woodlands a the forest edges and an open lawn area for
recregtiona use 1n 1988 there were more than 1,200 treesin the park.

The perimeter woodlands (park map #35) are acommon feature of naturdistic park design, creeting a
distinct edge to the park and separating the park from the surrounding city. Theseconsas of 23 aores of
mixed woodlands aong the south, west and north perimeter of the park. The woodland dong the
southem edgeis particularly thick, creating the illusion of a wildemess within the park, while the
woodland edges aong the west and north are consderably narrower. Sscondary naturd aress include
the wetlands north of Buttonwood Pond and much of the zoo areawhich congsts of scmblby meadow
vegetation with scattered trees.

The great lawn (1890s, park map #39) isthe next largest areaof vegetation. It congsts of saven acres
of fieldsin the eest-centrd portion of the park. This areareflects Eliot'sintent that there be broad
expanses of open lavm areg, dthough today it is mowed turf, portions of which are used for ball fields,
rather than the meedow that Eliot envisoned. A key achievement of the 1988 meder plan has been to
re-establish this important area

Street trees (various dates, park magp #36) line some sections of the park, creating aformal urban edge.
Thisismost notable along Rockdae Avenue, thereis adouble row of mature deciduous trees. Thisis
dsotme to alesser extent dong Brownell Avenue and Lake Street, where the treesare smdler, and form
alessconagent edge. One of the mogt distinctive vegetation features in the park is adouble dlee of
mature oak trees (circa 1904; park map #37) lining Court Street. Thisrelatively evenraged gand forms
aconggent vertical feature running through the center of the park.

The formal garden (circa 1923; park mgp #38) adjacent to the greenhouse complex isasmdl but
distinctive feature. Snce the 1920sthis hes been amunicipa showcase, the center of horticulture in
New Bedford, with adisplay garden conssting of geometric planting bedsfeaturing amuas grown in
the greenhouse. The areaenclosed by hedgesexcept on the eest where thereis an dlee of mature
Norway spruce (N.D.; park mgp #40).

(continued)
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Topography and Water Features

Ore of the mogt distinctive agpectsof the Steisthat itisreatively flat and portions are subject to
frequent flooding. Thiswas aprimary condgderation in Eliot's desgn and remans amgjor factor in park
management today.

The primary surface drainage system flowsinto the park as asmal sream, known as Buttonwood Brook
(pre-1890; park mgp #43) a the northwest comer, through an emergent wetland areaand then into
Buttonwood Pond (pre-1890; park map #42), an 8.9-acrepond a the westem edge of the park whichis
beasad on anatura pond but hes been dredged and enlarged severd times to enhanceitsrecrestiond
potential. From the pond, the stream flows south through the remnants of an old canal (circa 1902; park
maep #44) desgned by City Engineer William Williams, which flows dong the route of aformer stream
bed into the zoo area. The portion of the sream mnning through the zoo has been modified extensvely
dnce the 1960s. The stream empties into aculvert neaer the southwest comer of the park.

NEIGHBORHOOD

Buttonwood Park is surrounded by a suburban resdentia neighborhood whose early twentieth century
buildings provide a complementary frame for the large expanse of open goace. It includes Hawthome
Street on the south sde of the park, Rockdde Avenue on the eest Sde and Kempton Street on the north
dde. Brownell Avenue, which borders the west Sde isnot included becauseit developed primarily in
the pos-Waer period. A smal grid of dreetscarved into the northeast comer of the park isincluded as
well. A mix of modest single and two-family dwellings, with the former predominating, characterizes
these dreets. A church a the comer of Rockdde Avenue and Kempton Stregt isthe only important non-
resdentid building.

The sretsthat border the park were laid out as broad thoroughfares that act as atransition between park
and neighborhood. They are lined by paved sdewakswith low granite curbs and grassy planting strips
that invite pedestrian activity, thus extending recrestiona uses beyond the borders of the park. On
Rockdae Avenue especidly, wide sdewaks are combined with unusualy generous planting strips thet
upport mature maples. Thisextendsthe goadousfed of the park into the densdy-developed residentia
neighborhood. On Hawthome Street, the scale of the oaksin the park lends agracious air to thefacing

(continued)
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housss Sidewdks and planting strips are continued on the 9de dredts, but all are narrowed in response
to the scdle of the houses that line both sdes. Mature mgples gppear on the front lavras of many houses
on the odd numbered sde of Buttonwood Street, cregting acanopy there. They gopear to be
contemporary with the houses  Street lighting throughout the districtis minimal and modem. Utilities
ae caried on wooden poles. Street 9gnscongst of Smple metd poles and name plates.

Residential Buildings

Dwellings in the district occupy small rectangular lotswith narrow frontages of approximately 40 to 50
feet: degpths commonly rangefrom 75 to 100 feet. Occasondly two are combined to create one larger
lot. Thispractice isegpecidly prevdent on Havthome Street. Shdlow, uniform setbacks cregte a
continuous sreet wall that framesthe open goeceof the park. Lotsare level and smply landscgped with
turf and foundation plantings. Paved driveways, someretaining grass canter strips, occupy most Sde
yards. In many cases, the driveways leed to smdl (one-car), freestanding garageswhose form and
materids echo those of the houses they accompany. Typica dementsinclude hip or gableroofs,
msticated concrete block walls, and double-lesf doors.

Houses range from small to moderate scale and from one to two-and-one-half dory height. All are built
on rectangular plans with some extended by wings, and many graced by generaus porches and
varandahs Some of the larger dwdlings acoommodate two-family flats. Two-family dwdlings are
found throughaut the digrict with a concentration at the northem end of Rockdale Avenue. Several
examples of larga dnglefamily dwdlings are presnt aswell, induding the Foursgguare a 12
Buttonwood Strest, the Colonial Revivals a 350 Hawthor ne Street and 666 Rockdale Avenue, and
the Tudor Revival a 383 Maple Stret.

Wood-frame constmction is nearly universal and wood shingle and wood clgpboard are the most
common exterior siding materids. Shiplap, asbestos shingle, and brick venear dso gopear inlimited
numbers. I1n some cases, the shingles are laid in dtemating wide and narrow bands. The house a 784
Rockdale Avenue isavery unusud example that extendsthis banded trestment to shiplgp siding. The
most common foundation materid is concrete block, in many casss mdticated to gopear as Sone.
Cobblestone, granite block, and brick are encountered lessfrequently. Gable, hip, and gambrd roofs are
covered with agphat shingle or wood shingle. A surprising number of houses, dong with afew garages
retain origina date roofs.

(continued)
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A variety of early twentieth century architectura styles are represented within the district with examples
ranging from modest to moderately ambitious. The most common is Colonia Reviva including severd
variants. The Craftaman style, especidly itsrustic one story bungaow form, iswell represented
throughout the district. Some houses continue to exhibit dements of the Queen Anne style which was 0
popular in the late-19th century. One of the most daborate housesin the district isdesgned in the

Tudor Reviva style.

Housssof similar form, style, and/lor materids often gpopear in groups, reinforcing the cohesve character
of the district. One good example isthe collection of front-gable cottagesthat march down the west Sde
of Hussey Stret. Mogt rise from concrete foundations, msticated to resemble masonry blocks or
cobblestones; that latter trestment isunusud. Smdler group of Quean Anne and Craftsman style houses
gopear on the eedt 9de of Hussey.

Others groupings of similar housesinclude the one and one-haf gory crossgambrds a the comer of
Lake and Janny Lind Streets, and the two-family housss a the north end of Rockdde Avenue.

Two-Family Dwellings

The mgjority of housesin the district are single-family but many two-family dwellings are found as well.
Sevad ae dugered a the north end of Rockdde Avenue. An example isthe Catherine McCabe House
a 396-398 Hawthorne Street (1923; mgp #38-045). It rises2 and 12 sories from a concrete
foundation to ajerkin-head gable roof The northfacade is covered by athree-sded bay tothe eest and a
baudraded porch to the west. Windows contain amix of origina 6/1 ssshand 1/1 replacements. The
duminum siding isatypical dterationfor thisbuilding type. Addard Alie congmcted the house with
offices a 159 Query Street, New Bedford.

The Jeremiah and Katherine Sullivan House a 656-658 Rockdale Avenue (1922; mep #44-071) isa
two-family dwelling that risestwo sories to ahip roof with hip roof dormers onthe front and sde
dopes. Thefoundation is sone, the exterior walls are shesthed with wood shingle, and the roof is
covered with date. A verandah with Tuscan columns extends across the facade. |1t was congmcted by
the J. W. Bishop Company of 6 Market Street, New Bedford a a cost of $9,000. Each unit or tenement
contained five rooms and one bath.

(continued)
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The John and Margaret Carroll House & 720 Rockdale Avenue (1927; mgp #50-417) is another two-
family resdence. Itrises2 and 12 dories to afront-gable roof A two-story porch covers one sde of
the facade. The entranceretains itsorigina glazed door with large centrd light framed by narrow panes
on all sdes. Thisisacharacteridic pattem for early-twentieth century doors. It was constmcted by New
Bedford builder Edward E. Darymple a acost of $10,000.

The Marie M. Doumoulin and J. Alfred House a 780-782 Rockdale Avenue (1922; mgp #50-442) isa
well-preserved two-family housethat rises2 and 12 gories to apedimented front-gable roof Exterior
walls are covered with clagpboard a the first sory and shingles a the second, providing ahint of the
Quean Anne style. Windows contain 6/1 seeh. A two-story porch covers one dde of the facade. The
house was built by New Bedford contractor James Sykesa acost of $8,000.

The House a 773 Rockdale Avenue (ca 1920; map #49-134) is an exceptionaly wel-preserved two-
family housethat isvery smilar to its neighbor & 780-782 Rockdde Avenue. Here, the mixed
dagpboard and shingle siding istrimmed with comerboards a the first story, amolded water table, a
broad raking entablature, and boxed comice. The first sory of the porch which rises dong the north half
of the facade, digplays battered and shingled piers, amolded bausrade, and diagond-pattem lattice
goron. Original wooden gair rails have been replaced with castiron. The sscond story porch has been
encdosed but retains itsflared,bdlcast base, a dhgpe that isechoed in the projecting three-sded bay that
covers the south half of the facade. The entrance congstsof a door with glazed upper pand framed by
half-sdelights.

Four Square

Not surprisingly, many housesin the district assume the Four Squareform that was 0 popular for
modest houses built during the period ca 1895 - ca 1930. They are digtinguished by their square or
nearly square footprints, boxy massing, 2 and 12 sory height, hipped roofs, asymmetrica facades, and
one gory porches. Typicaly, many lack distinguishing stylistic features while some display dements of
the Craftsman (exposed rafters). Colonid Reviva (Tuscan columns), and Quean Anne (mixed materids)
dyles.

An especidly fine grouping of Four-Square dwellingsis found on Hawfthome Street a the southem end

(continued)
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of thedidtrict. All exhibit Colonial Reviva style detail and place hip roof dormers on the front roof
dope. They include 374, 384, 392, and 430 Hawthome Strest.

The Manud and Nettie Avila House a 374 Hawthorne Street (1925; map #38-051) features athree bay
facade centered on an entrance whose pedimented porch is supported on paired Tuscan columns. |t cost
$12,000. The Manud Avila House a 384 Hawthorne Street (1925; mgp #38-049, 050) is trimmed
with corner pilagters and modillion comice. Its asymmetrica two bay facade features an entrance with
3/4 length sidelights, elliptical fanlight and elliptical hood. Both Avila houseswere consmcted by local
builder J. O. Manny.

The Fsher and Evelyn Abramson House a 392 Hawthorne Street (1926; map #38-046) issmilar to
384 Hawthome initsform and details. The entrance is fronted by a pedimented portico with modillions
and paired Tuscan columns. Thissix-room dwelling was one of severd constmcted by local builder J.
O. Manny.

Thethree bay Victor Smith House a 430 Hawthorne Street (1926; map #38-034) features a
pedimented porch with paired columns fronting the entrance which occupies the eest bay.

The Four Square house a 784 Rockdae Avenue (1916; magp #50-502) risestwo dories to adegply
projecting hip roof with center chimney and heavy exposad rafter endsderived from the Craftsman style.
The handsome banded (dtemate wide and narrow courses) wood shiplap siding that cover the exterior
wallsisaregionally unusud variant on another characterigic Craftsman style dement that commonly
gopearsin wood shingle. Banded shiplap dso covers rail and postsof a verandah that extends acrossthe
entire facade. The latticework gpron that gopears benegth the verandah retains the squarepattem that is
typical of the early twentieth century. The house Sts on a cobblestone basement.

Other Four Square resdencesin the district include 26 Buttonwood Street (ca 1920; magp #49-111), 38
Buttonwood Street (ca 1920; mgp #49-100), and identical housesa 62 Hussey Street (ca 1920; map
#49-016), and the commodious 12 Buttonwood Street (ca. 1920; mgp #49-123).

Craftsman Style

The Craftaman style isdso well represented within the district. In Somecases itishinted a with

(continued)
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isolated detalls like exposed raftersthat are gpplied to four-square or smal cottage forms. There ae dso
many well-detailed bungdows.

Bungdows in the district are characterized by one to one and one-haf story height, wood shinglesiding,
rusticated concrete block foundations, Sde or front gable orientation, degply overhanging roofswith
exposad rafter or joist endsand/or braces, grouped windows, and, full front verandahs, oftenwith
shingled rails and beattered posts.

The housea 44 Hussey Street (ca 1920; magp #49-032) displays many characteridtics of the dassic
Craftsman bungaow. Itisasmdl shingled cottage that rises one story from amasonry foundation to a
low-pitched dde-gable roof extended on notched joist ends. A large gabled dormer on the front roof
dope dso exhibits exposad rafter ends. A verandah with shingled comer posts and vertical board gpron
extends acrossthe entire facade. Windows are typically grouped and contain multi-pane sssh.

The House a 58 Hussey Street (ca 1920; mgp #49-004) represents asimplified example of a Craftsman
bungaow combined with dements of the Colonid Reviva syle. Itisasmdl shingled smcture that
rises one gory to ahip roof extended on carved rafter ends. The entrance, which is centered on the
facade, is headed by an €lliptical fanlight and framed by louvered shutters. It is fronted by a porch
whaose curving roof is supported on Tuscan columns and digplays rafter endssimilar to those of the main
roof Windowsgopear Sngly and in pairs and contain 66 double hvmg sash.

The house a@ 694 Rockdale Avenue (ca 1920; mgp #44-310) is an unusudly well-detailed example of a
Craftsman style bungdow. |t faces gable end to the drest and rises 1 and 12 dtories from abrick
foundation to alow-pitched and deeply overhanging geble roof with bracing in the front and exposd
rafter endsaong the Sde elevations. Low shed-roof dormers are found on the lateral roof dopes. It is
fronted by afull verandah with shingled rails and battered posts, a gabled hood marks the location of the
entry in the left (north) bay. A triple window occupies the south bay and apaired window isfound in the
gable. Thewindowscontain 6/1 sseh. The houseis Sted on anarrow lot with aone-bay garage to the
reexr.

The neighboring house a 690 Rockdale Avenue (1922; magp #44-311) is another excdlent example of a
Craftsman style bungdow, and is nearly identical to the house a 44 Hussey Street. Itisashingled
cottege that rises one story from amsticated concrete foundation to alow pitched sde-gable roof

(continued)
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extended on seppedjoist ends  Exposad rafter ends gopear across the front. A large gabled dormer on
the front roof dope exhibits smilarjoist and rafter ends A verandah with shingled comer podts extends
across the entire facade. The endaosad vestibule that now fronts the main entranceis probably alater
addition. Windowsare typically grouped and contain multi-pane sash. An exterior chimney rises dong
the south wall. The houseis sted on anarow lot with aone-bay garage to therear.

The JamesP. and Evelyn Cash House a 686 Rockdale Avenue (1922; mep #44-312) joins its neighbors
a 690 and 694 Rockdde Avenue to complete anearly identical trio of bungdows. Thisexample hes
been dtered sevard times. It was desgned by architect F. A. Rousseau and built by local contractor,
Caleton C. Pane. They are probably respongble for all threebuildings.

The house a 778 Rockdale Avenue (1919; mgp #50-443) provides an example of a bungaow with a
hip roof with large hip roof dormers onthe front and 9de dopes The verandeh hes been endosed. This
isone of five dwellings in the 700 block of Rockdde Avenue constmcted by red estate devdoper James
T. Francis using day labor.

Other well-desgned and preserved bungdows are found & 36 Hussey Street (ca 1910s magp #49-127),
472 West Clinton Street (SE comer Rockdde; date; map #44-462, 463), and 408 Hawthome Street
(1928; mep #38-041, 042).

Colonial Revival Style

The Colonia Reviva style, and its numerous sub-divisons, hes dominated residentia design in New
England throughout the twentieth century. Well over 50% of the housesin the Buttonwood Park
National Regigter District display a least some Colonia Reviva syle dements, and range from modest
to fairly sophisticated interpretations. They include dandard two story examples, gambrd cottages,
Dutch Colonias, and Cgpe Cod cottages Most are characterized by symmetry, classcd detail such as
Tuscan columns, and windows with multi-pane sash, most commonly 6/1. Wood shingles are the most
common exterior sheathing, but some dgpboards and shiplap are found as well.

(continued)
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Two Story

The house a 350 Hawthorne Street (ca. 1920; Colonia Reviva; magp #38-058) isthe most imposing
example of atwo-story Colonia Reviva style housein the digtrict. Itisdistinguished by its large scae,
well-conceived proportions and detail, quality materids, and alarge ot & the southwest comer of
Rockdae Avenue. Thisdegant houseisbuilt on arectangular plan and rises 2 and 12 dories from a
brick foundation to a date gable roof with a narrow molded comice and small end returns. Three gable-
roof dormers with arched lights are evenly goecaed across the front roof dope. One chimney rises aong
the left exterior end wall and another risesthrough the right reer roof dope. The exterior walls ae
sheathed with shiplgp. Smply framed windows gppear singly and in pairs and contain &1 saeh. The
symmetrica Hawthome Street facade is centered on the main entrance which condssof a panded
wooden door surmounted by a ssgmentd fanlight. Itisfronted by an open porch whose curved roof is

supported on dender, paired, Tuscan columns. The whitewith black shutters paint schameistypica of
the style.

The houseis shown off to advantage on acomparatively large and visible corner ot that ismaintainedin

turf with foundation plantings. A small one-bay garagewith an unusud Paladian window in the geble
dands to the right of the house

The Issec and Marie Dawvson House a 666 Rockdale Avenue (1925; mgp #44-528) is a less daborate,
but still fine, example of atwo story Colonid Reviva style house Itsbroad, symmetricd facade is
centered on an entrance heeded by abroken, ssgmentd  pediment. Three-part windows with 6/1 and 4/1
sxeh frame the entrance. Second story windows are paired. With a29' x 39' footprint, the house
contained nine rooms plus asunroom. It cogt $20,000. The housewas designed by architect Leo
LaBronde and congtructed by the J. W. Bishop Company, both local New Bedford firms.

The Percy A. and Ruth V. Woodland House & 789 Rockdale Avenue (1929; magp #49-045) isan
unusud two gory Colonid Revivd style house whaose boxy proportions hark back to the mid-19th
century. Itisendosed by adae gable roof with comice returns and agabled dormer centered on the
front dope. The foundation isbrick. Exterior wallsare covered with clgpboard. Trim consstsof wide
corner pilagers for this date and an entablature.  An exterior chimney risesaong the northwall. The
center entranceis fronted by aporch with paired Tuscan columns. The house was designed by architect
E. G. Bullard and congructed by builder James Sykes, both of New Bedford.

(continued)
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Gambrel-roof

Ore and one-hdf story gambre -roof cottages are very popular in the district, especidly on Lake,
Hussey, and Jenny Lind Streets Most face gambrd-fronts to the street, while others display more
complex cross-gambrds. Many exhibit details associated with the Colonia Reviva style in additionto
the gambrd roof form. Front porcheswith baustrades, windows with 6/1 sash, and Tuscan columns are
the most common of those dements.

The House a 73 Lake Street a the northwest comer of Jenny Lind and Lake Streats (1910; mep #49-
033) isatypica and well-preserved example of the cross-gambrd type. Itisbuilt on arectangular plan
andrises 1 and 12 gories from amgicated concrete block foundation to an agphdt shingle roof
Exterior walls are sheathed with wood shingles. Windows contain 1/1 replacement sseh. A paired
window with heavy molded lintel gopearsin the cross-gambrd.  The main entranceis located beneath
the cross-gambrd  and is fronted by aporch with shingled rails and triple Tuscan columns. The comer
lot is st off by apicket fence.

The House a 55 Hussey Street (ca 1910s mgp #49-102) representsthe front-gambre type. 1tis wood
shingle clad, and rises 1 and 12 gtories from aconcrete block foundation to an agphdt shingle roof with
shed dormers on the lower dopes. A porch with shingled rails extends across the facade. A three-sded
bay window occupies the south bay a the upper story.

Dutch Colonial

The Fisher & Evelyn Abramson House a 388 Hawthorne Street (1925; map #38-047) is an outstanding
example of the Dutch Colonid style with exceptiondlyfinedetalls. 1t exhibitsthe typical 1 and 12
gory, gambre roof formwith fiall shed dormer acrossthe front roof dope. The foundationisbrick,
exterior walls are sheathed with wood dlgpboard, and the roof is covered with date. What s=ts this
building gpart isthe trim which includes amolded water table, Tuscan comer pilasters, an entablature,
and carved brackets smilar to those of its Four Square neighbor a 392 Hawthome Street. Another
unusud feature isthe curved portico that fronts the center entrance. Windows gpopear singly and in
groups and contain 4/4 and 6/6 seeh. A sained glasswindow isfound onthe eest 9de. A small wing
which extends from the west dde exhibitsthe same fine details as the main block. This seven-room
dwelling was one of severd condructed by locd builder J. O. Marmy.

(continued)
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TheHouse a 796 Rockdale Avenue (1916; mgp #50-533) is anatha good example of the Dutch
Colonial gyle Itrises 1 and 1/2 goriesfrom a brick foundation to a date gambrd roof with full shed
domea acrossthefront dope Exterior wallsarewood shingle The symmetrical facadeis centered on
an entrance framed by dliptical fanlight and Sddights, andfr ontedby a gable roof portico aupported on
Tuscan codumns  Paired windows containing 81 sash frame the entry. The house was condructed by
Edwin D. Lawton who does nat gppear to havelived there Lawton also congmcaed 3 L ake Strest.

Cape Cod Cottages

Cgpe Cod cottages began gopearing in the 1910s and reeched their height of popularity in the 1940s
They are basad on historic modds that characterize Cagpoe Cod. Typicaly they are small, 1 and 12 story,
dde-gable cottages built on asmplerectangular plan. Mogt are sheathed with wood shingles or
dagpboards and display symmetrical, center-entrance facades. Windows commonly contain double-hung
multi-pane sseh such as 6/1. Early examples often have dormers on the front roof dope. Later examples
often include breezeways and atached garages Detail isusualy smpleand derived from the Colonia
Revivd style.

The Grace M. Coffin House & 752 Rockdale Avenue (1934; map #50-459, 460) is awell-detailed Cgpe
Cod cottage. It rises 1 and 12 gories from abrick foundation to agadle roof with two small gable-roof
dormers on the front dope and two chimneys a theridge. The symmetricd five bay facade is centered
on an entrance with an endosed, pedimented vestibule. Windows contain 12/12 saeh. The housewas
congmcted a acost of $11,000 by New Bedford builder, John F. Tinkham.

The Timothy G. McCrohan House & 372 Hawthorne Street (1947; map #38-052, 053) representsthe
later examples of this style. Typicdly, it rises 1 and 122 gories from a concrete foundation to agable
roof covered with agphdt shingles. Exterior walls are sheathed with wood clgpboard and trimmed with
smple comer boards. Windows contain &1 saeh, apattem that isrepeeted in the panded front door
which incorporates eight lights in itsupper portion. An exterior chimney risesaong the west wall and a
smdl garage extendsto the eest. Thethree bay "haf-Cape' form with entrancein the eest bay and
dightly st back east wing is less common than a symmetricd five or three bay facade. The Tuscan
portico isaso unusud.

(continued)
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Tudor Revival

The Frank W. Peese House a 380 Maple Street (1924; mgp #44-460) occupies aprominent Ste a the
northeest comer of Rockdde Avenue and Maple Street, where it faces south toward the latter. 1tisthe
one of the largest and most imposing housesin the district, and the only example of the Tudor Revival
dyle. The houseisbuilt on arectangular plan and risestwo dories to atile-covered gable roof A
shdlow wing, left of center on the south facade risesto a degp cross-gable. The main entranceis
located to the right where it is highlighted by agabled porch. The porch extends acrossmost of the
facade. The first sory iscovered in brick while the second gory is half-timbered. Windows gopear
done and in groups of two or threg; they contain multi-pane sseh. A period garageis located northeest
of the housa

Non-resdential Buildings

The Howard M. E. Church/St. Paul's Methodist Church a 884 Kempton Street (1925; map #49-009) is
the only important historic non-resdentia building located within the neighborhood portion of the
Buttonwood Park National Regiger District. That Satusis derived from itsingtitutional, community-
oriented use, its prominent location & the comer of Rockdde Avenue and Kempton Street, and its
subgtantia 9ze. A Methodist Church sood on this Ste in the early-twentieth century, but the present
building reaults from an extensve remodeling and enlargement by the local architecturd firm of
Browne & Podle in 1925. The change gopearsto be rdated to redesgnafion as . Paul’'s Methodist
Church.

The church isbuilt on arectangular plan and is st diagondly onitslot to face the comer of Rockdde
Avenue and Kempton Stret. It isawood-frame smcture that risesfrom a gonefoundation to a gable
roof Exterior wallsare sheathed with unpainted wooden shingles. Wooden trim, consisting of narrow
belt courses, window and door surrounds and half-timbering & the entrance, is painted white.

The somewha asymmetrica and awkward gable end facede is focused on the main entrance. The
entranceis fronted by an open porch whose haf-timbered gable reflects the form of the mainroof This
centrd section isframedby rather squat, square towers that rise abovethe rooflineto belfries with
louvered arched openings and pyramidal roofs. The left (eest) tower contains triple openings while the
right tower contains pairs. The right tower hes lost its roof

(continued)
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The multi-bay commercid garageon Jenny Lind Street (comer of Kempton Street; ca. 1920; No Style;
mep #49-159) reflectsthe importance of the automobile in the development of thisdigtrict in the early-
twentieth century. Like many of the private garages that accompany single-family dwellingsin the
district, thisone is built of msticated concrete-block, apopular period building material.

Modern Change: Non-Contributing Elements

Like dmogt al higtoric districts, the Buttonwood Park Nationa Regiger District has continued to evolve
ance 1940, the end date of the Period of Significance. The smal number of new buildings that have
been added, are generdly compatible with the scde, style, and siting of their older neighbors.,

The New Bedford Gas & Electric Company Building a 768 Rockdale Avenue (1956; mgp #50-445)
Avenue is one of the few non-resdential and non-contributing buildings in the district. It retains the
generd resdentiad scde and fedling by its smdl scde and adedgn that is basad on the Cgpe Cod
cottage. Itis congtmcted of brick and is one of the very few masonry buildingsin the district.

The Samud Gottesman House a 440 Hawthorne Street (1951; magp #38-031) is one of the newer
resdencesin the district. Itisaone sory Ranch built on an unusud U-plan. Itsatached garage is
typical of the period.

New constmction on Kempton Street, which has dowly evolved to commercid use, is less sympathetic.
The mogt glaring intmsion isthe one story Dunkin Donuts & 1012 Kempton Street (mid to late
twentieth century; magp #055-134, 135) that is st back behind alarge paved parking lot & the southwest
comer of Kempton and Oneida Streets.

Older buildings have been dtered to some degree, but in most casss the dhanges ae minimal and have
left the historic architecturd character readily goparent. Typica dterations include artificial Siding on
walls and roofs, and new window sash and doors. Laterd or vertica additions are uncommon.
Demolition israre. The mogt severedterations are found on Kempton Street former resdences have
been converted to commercid use Severd ae 0 grestly dtered that they no longer contribute to the
historic character of the district. An example isthe Animal Hospital & 920 Kempton Street (ca. 19205,
megp #049-099). In contrast, the House & 1026 Kempton Street (ca. 19105 mgp #055-133) has not

(continued)
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experienced any significant change to its Four Square form and Craftsman style details of exposad rafter
ends, wood shingle siding, and verandah with battered posts.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric gtesare located in the district or in the generd area(within one mile), Stesmay be
present. Environmental characteritics of the district indicate the limited presence of locationa criteria
(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for many types of prehistoric
dtes. The naturd landscgpe a the park originadly included somelandformsformed inglacial till that
were well drained, level to moderately doped and within 1000 feet of wetlands. Buttonwood Brook,
which includes anow dammed pond, drains through the district dong itswestern border. Buttonwood
Brook drains southerly, approximatedy 2 milesto Apponegansett Bay. New Bedford Harbor and Clarks
Cove are d0 located gpproximately one mile from the district. Much of the district land, however, is
characterized by level to moderately doping poorly drained sony and rocky soils, unfavorable
characterigics for mogt prehistoric Stes. Urban land deposits, usudly characterized by disturbed soils
ae d0 presat in the district especidly inits northeestem and southeestem arees. 1n 1986, an
archaeologica reconnaissance survey was conducted (Davin and King 1986) of Buttonwood Park. The
aurvey included background research and fieldwork aimed a determining the archaeologica sengitivity
of the park. Background research indicated the land was used for pasturage and awood |ot during most
of the 18" and 19" centuries. Somelae 19*' century resdentid properties were reported in the areg,
however, these properties were removed when the park land was purchased.  Fieldwork included auger
testing and test pits where auger testing indicated part of the original landscgperemaned intact and in a
few sdected aress to investigate the extent of disurbance. Both disturbed and undisturbed soil profiles
were found. A few test pits dso exhibited aplowzone. Some higtoric artifacts characterized as 1S™ ad
19 century field trash (glass, brick, metd, cod dag) were recovered. No prehigtoric cultural materids
were found in Buttonwood Park. The archaeologica reconnassance survey concduded that extensive
landscaping and constmction have significantly dtered the original contours of the park. The survey
further concluded that " Asaresuft, thereislittle possibility that prehistoric or historic depogtions, if
they were ever present, remain intact (Davin and King 1986:64)."

Given the aoove information, the potentia for recovering archaeologicd resources, either prehistoric or
historic in the district islow. The results of aprofessonaly conducted, sysematic archaeologica survey
(continued)
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of the Buttonwood Park areaiindicated little if any potentiad for archaeologicd resourcesto survive ssa
result of historic land use of the property. Similar potential a0 exists for the northeast comer of the
district not included inthe archaeologicd survey. That areg, a thejunction of Kempton Street and
Rockdde Avenue, has been extensively developed for resdentid homesin the early 20* century.

(end)
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8. NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
INTRODUCTION

The Buttonwood Park National Regigter District congstsof New Bedford's largest and most heavily
used park and the cohesve resdentid neighborhood immediatdy surrounding it. Devedopment of the
aeabegan in the 1890s and continued through the first half of the twentieth century. By the advent of
World War |1, the district was wel-established as a gable neighborhood within the City of New
Bedford. The district as awhole possesses subgtantid integrity of location, desgn, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and assodiations. 1t meats National Register CriteriaA and C onthe local level
with aperiod of sgnificance extending from 1892 to 1950.

The district meets National Regigter Criterion A as an example of alarge urban park which has evolved
over timein responseto both community nesds and changing idees about park design. Itis significant as
the city'slargest park, itsprimary recregtiond resource, and an important focusof civic pride. It is
equdly important for itsrolein the expanson of New Bedford's resdentia neighborhoods into outlying
aress a the tum-of-the-century. Thistrend reflectsthe continuing prosperity of this old whaling port s
amagor textile center and the advent of trangportation improvements such as dreat carsand private
automobiles. Asthe areaaround Buttonwood Park was laid out into house lots, it became very attractive
to New Bedford's flourishing middle dass. Resdents of the sangle and two-family dwellings included
both owners and tenants and embraced sdlesmen, busgness managears police and firemen, lawyers,
tedlephone operators, and clergy. Severd of the architects, builders, and deveopers who shegped the area
chozto live hereas well.

The district ds0 meats National Regigter Criterion C as an example of evolving municipal park and
community desgn. Parksdesgned by landscgpe architect Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903) and his
sucoessor firms have recently gained prominence as the focus of a growing landscgpe preservation
movement. The innovativeidess of landscgpe design, their application to public rather than private
Foaces and the shear number of commissions throughout the country, have al contributed to thiswell-
deserved reputation. However, the Olmgted firm's involvement in park projects varied consderably,
ranging from an initial consultation to full desgn sarvices. Many projects, including Buttonwood Park,
had someinitial Olmsted firm involvement but were not fully implemented in accordance with the
firm'sideas Thiscaegory of "evolved" Olmsted parks isfar larger than the "pure’ Olmsted parks and
reflects more diverse agpects of late nineteenth and early twentieth century park design.

(continued)
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BUTTONWOOD PARK HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE

Theinitial desgn of the park by Charles Eliot, apartner in the Olmsted firm, epitomized nineteenth
century romantic idess of park desgn, while later dterations were aregoonseto other civic nesds
Recregtion was an important agoect of the park from the beginning, but Eliot'svision of sports adepted
to the landscagpe gave way to the landscape adapting to sports, with increasingly specidized and hard
surfaced facilities. The same was true for the zoo, which beganin the 1890sas asmal collection of
animds, and over time has required increasingly daborate structures. Resolution of drainege problems
dominated early twentieth century park improvements. The introduction of formal desgn dements,
such as the Bamard monument, and the nead for increased circulation characterized this period as well.
Horticulture flourished beginning in the 1920s with congtruction of greenhouses and associated display
gadens. Public works projects assodaed with the depresson of the 1930sbrought additiona park
facilities, including severd of the park's mogt substantid buildings. Since World Wer 11, additional
recregtiond facilitieshave bean built and severd new Sructures, not directly related to the park, have
been added. Morerecently, the Olmsted park movement of the 1980s has brought new recognition to
the original park vaues, resulting in efforts to restore some of the early ideds to the park.

Origins of Buttonwood Park

Pessege of the Massachusetts Park Act of 1882 provided the enabling legidation for creation of
municipa parks within the Commonwedth. New Bedford followed the lead of many other
Massachusetts communities in creating apark sysem. Through the advocecy of an active Park
Commission, led by Stephen A. Brownell, aprominent busnessman who later became mayor of New
Bedford, land for Buttonwood Park was first acquired in 1892. Located one mile to the west of the city
center near the border with Dartmouth, Buttonwood Park was intended as the centra park of the New
Bedford system. Itsprimary features were to be alarge pond and an open meedow, both of which would
provide winter and summer recreationd activities.

In 18 Brownell sought the advice of the firm of Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot, the pre-eminent
landscape architecturd firm of the day which had been regpongble for the design of numerous well-
known parks, including New Y ork's Centrd Park, Boston's Emerdd Necklace, and South Park in
nearby Fall River. Charles Eliot, one of the three partnersin the firm, toured the proposed New Bedford
park sygem in Juneof that yeer.

(continued)
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Eliot (1859-1897), son of Harvard presdent, Charles W. Eliot, was gpprenticed to Frederick Law
Olmsted between 1883 and 1885. Eliot subsequently traveled aoroad for severd years before opening
hisownpractice. 1n 1893, as Frederick Lawv Olmsted, S. was nearing retirement, Eliot joined with the
senior Olmgated and his gegp-son John Charles to createthe firm of Olmgted, Olmsted and Eliot. Eliot is
best known for hiswork in creating The Trusteesof Resarvaions and Boston's Metropolitan Park
system. He dso worked on many other projects before his untimely degth in 1897 a the ege of 37.

In the report summarizing his findings, Eliot commented that the Buttonwood site possessed "limited but
pleasingly secluded and quiet inland landscapes which can be greetly enhanced in their effectiveness by
judicious dterations and additions.” Eliot assumed that,

"the creation of pleesng landscgpes on thesetracts [Buttonwood and aproposed park in
the Brooklawn areg] will be the principal object of the Park Board" and that
"playgrounds, amusement houses al congtructions however useful will be subordinated
to the scenery, becauseof the well known fact that nothing is <0 refreshing to tired

townspeople are pure rurd landscgpe.. .. "
Eliot described the advantagesof Buttonwood Park,

"The centra and unifying dement in the existing and progpective landscape of
Buttonwood Park isthe gentle hollow dong the course of the brook. Hollow gladeslike
this, when they are fringed with hanging woods and carpeted with soft grassare among
the loveliest of rural scenes™

Eliot's goproach was basad on methodology for which the Olmsted firm was particularly well-known ~
to creste apark where existing naturd features were deliberately enhanced to heighten the sanse of
cenery and rural character as aretreat from the pressuresof the rapidly growing city.

The Olmsted firm was subsequently hired to prepare apreliminary plan for Buttonwood Park, which was

submitted in February 1895. The 1835 illustrative plan (see copy atached) shows the park asa

paralelogram bounded by Kempton Street, Rockdde Avenue, Havthome Street and Brownell Avenue.

The center of the park is occupied by a generous meedow, which encompassssmodt of the park. The

other primary feature is an expanded pond with awarming hut located a the eesdem edge. A cariage
(continued)
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drive runs around the perimeter, leaving the centrd portion free of vehicular traffic. The perimeter of
the park isdensdy planted while sreet treesline the surrounding roads. 1tisabold and smple plan
which responded to the naturd conditions of the ste and was basad on naturdlistic park principles.

The report which accompanied the plan daborated on Eliot'sidessfor the park. He urged that park
boundaries be enlarged to include the areaendosad by the four surrounding Streets ~ Kempton,
Rockdae, Hanvthome and Brownell. The pond was to have an irregular shoreline with both concave and
convex sectionsto provide awide range of recreationa opportunities for both boaters and pedestrians.
The large meadow adjacent to the pond provided broad expansesof lavra dotted with mature specimen
trees Thisoffered "'passages of scenery” and opportunities for informal recreation such as lawn tennis, a
children's playground and ball fields. Perimeter plantings of undulating woodland screened out the
surrounding city streets. The carriage drive around the outer edge provided the only vehicular acoess to
the park, with a seriesof pededrian pathsradiating into the center. The only public building that Eliot
proposed for the park was the warming house located eedt of the pond. A maintenance and
administrative building was proposed for the northem edge of the park, near Kempton Street.

Park Deveopment

In the 1890sland acquisition procesded dowly and early park development, under the guidance of the
park superintendent and city engineer, was primarily in the westem portion of the park. Even though the
park did not fully reflect Eliot'sdesign idess, it quicklyflourishedas a center of civic pride and
recregtiond activity. Early activitiesincluded boating, skating, children's playground and band concerts.
The first basebdl diamond was laid out in 1896, areflection of the growing interest in organized goorts
during that period. Asearly as 1894 Buttonwood Park dso had an early verson of a zoo, known as the
menagerie, which initially condsted of native animas such as rabbits, hawks, bears foxes and deer,
housed in temporary shdters. Thistoo was acommon feature in parks of the period, intended to expose
urban children to animals.

One of the first mgjor constmction projects was an atempt to resolve the dranage issues. City Engineer
William F. Williams oversaw the dredging of the pond and constmction of adam and causeway (1902-
5; park map #10) across the southem end to replace an earlier wooden duiceway. Williams dso
desgned gepsleading down from the dam to astone-lined cana (circa 1902; park mep #44) to the
south, with adjacent pathsintended for strolling.

(continued)
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Buttonwood Park quickly fulfilled the prediction of the early park commissoners in becoming the
largest and mogt frequented park in the New Bedford sysgem. Its centrd location within the city, wide
range of opportunities for both active and passve recrestion, and the continued presence of a collection
of animds have added to its popularity over the years. By 1904 the park had more or lesstaken its
present form. Court Street (circa 1904; park mgp #29) was largely laid out, bisecting the park a the
center. The northwestern quadrant was occupied by the newly expanded pond, the southwestem portion
by the zoo and children's playground, and the southeast by ballfiel dsof various sorts.

In 1905 consulting landscape desgner Warren H. Manning, aformer member of the Olmsted firm who
soecidized in planting design, was called in to prepare aplanting plan for the southwestem portion of
the park, which was still subject to frequent high water, but Manning's plans were never implemented.
Some planting was done during the early part of the twentieth century, but it was more typically rows of
treeslining the drives rather than the more naturdistic and diverse plantings that the early landscepe
architects had envisoned. The Norway spruce dlee (N.D.; park mgp #33) south of Court Strest dates
to this period.

Monumentality was another emerging theme, reflected in the layout of the park during the early
twentieth century, and dso in the decison to locate the Barnard monument (circa 1914; park mgp #17)
in the park. Thisnew formality further disanced the park from Eliot's romantic idedls.

Asthe surrounding city grew in the early part of the twentieth century, o did Buttonwood Park. With
the advent of the automobile, the park became more accessbleto the community & large. Additional
roads and athletic facilitieswere built to servethe growing publicuse  Some additiona land was
acquired but other acreegeinitially intended for the park was diverted to resdentia use The pond
continued to be an important source of recreation, used for skating in winter and boating and fishing in
ummer.

New recreationd facilities, including additiona play equipment, were added to satisfy the rapidly
growing demand. Tennis was begun in 1909, and by 1926 there were atota of 8 clay courts. In 1937
the United State Lawn Tennis Association sHected Buttonwood Park as the Site of the annua New
England public parks championships. Two cricket creeses, usad primarily by the English and
Portuguese, were available by 1910 but had been converted to other usss by the 1930s In 1915a
"gpeadway was constmcted for horsaback riders a the south end of the park; abridle path was laid out
around the perimeter in 1928. Basabdl remained popular, and in 1920 anew football field was added.
(continued)
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The wooden bleachersfirst installed in 1909 were periodically extended to accommodate the growing
number of goectators. Grandstand sedting was established in 1923, Public celébrations such as band
concats and the Fourth of July fireworksfrequently took place in the park.

Horticulture gained prominence in the 1920s with constmction of the city greenhouse (1921; park map
#2) and an extendgve formal display garden (circa 1923; park map #38). During this period local
garden clubs becameinvolved in the horticultural development of the park, donating flowering shrubs
and treesto add increased color and visud interest. Willows were planted dong the cand in 1923, ad
in 1931 gomees were planted around the pond as part of the beautification efforts. Severa additional
bedswere planted in 1937 as part of sequicentennid events. During World War |1 portions of the park
were usaed for community or victory gardens

For Buttonwood Park the depresson yearsof the 1930s brought important public investment in park
infrastmcture. Someof the subtle improvements such as dredging, draining and planting have
disgppeared over time but the warming house (1934-5; park map #3), field house/storage building
(1939-41; park map #4), bear den (1936; park map #8) and thefieldstonewall (1939-41; park mgp
#12) dong Kempton Street derived directly from federal programs. The final two-acre parcd of land,
located west of Onelda Street, was ds0 added in 1935 bringing the park to 97 acres The zoo wes & a
minimum during this period because of limited funding. The British Memorial (1936; park magp #18)
was added in 1936, forming afocal point & the westem end of Court Street. During World Wer |1
funding for parks was reduced and labor was in short supply, resulting in agradud decline &
Buttonwood Park.

The post-war years brought numerous memorias of various sortsand severd new smctures of a
distinctly contemporary character, notably the library (1960; park mgp #6) and the veteransmemorial
building (1972; park magp #5). Adaptation of the warming house to a senior center in 1977 was d<0 part
of the growing trend towards placing non-park facilitiesin city parks. A period of zoo expanson began
in the late 1960s, with new facilitiesand awider range of animds than had previoudy beenincluded in
the callection, including the much-loved dephants. Many of the origina drainage problems perssted,
however, and there were ongoing efforts to resolve them.

In the 1980s, as part of agtate-wide Olmsted Historic Landscape Preservation Program administered by

the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management, ameaster plan was prepared for the park

by the Walker»Kluesing Design Group. The 1988 plan, entitled "Reclaiming the Usesble Padt” offered a
(continued)
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renewed vision for the park, which incorporated key concepts from the original Eliot plan and dso
integrated current programmetic needs. In the intervening decade. The Friends of Buttonwood Park has
become a strong advocacy group for the park and important seps have been taken to implement the
medter plan. The mogt notable accomplishments include re-establishment of the great lawn and
concourse as intended by Eliot. Current projectsinclude mgor zoo improvements and rel ocation of the
park mantenance facilitiesawvay from the center of the park.

NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE

New Bedford's historic devedopment reflects atypica Massachusetts pattem. It originated in the
sventeenth century as part of the Town of Dartmouth (1652), alarge settlement whose territory
encompassed much of the gate's southem coast on Buzzard's Bay. The soarse population and dispersed
settlement pattem of this early community reflected the nature of its agricultura economy.

Dartmouth remained intact until 1787 when New Bedford to the east, and Westport to the west were
incorporated as separae towns. New Bedford'sindgpendence resulted from the growing success of
maritime endeavors and its enviable position on alarge, degp harbor a the mouth of the Acushnet River.
Population and economic growth were initially centered on amixed-use village that continues to form
the core of present-day New Bedford center.  Although maritime industries such as whaling and shipping
genaaed agreat ded of wealth in New Bedford in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
there was little differentiation of neighborhoods by income.

The sscond half of the nineteenth century and the early decades of the twentieth century were aperiod of
expandve govsth for New Bedford. Prosperity was largely fueled by the city's textile industries which
gradually superseded the earlier maritime economy. By 1911, New Bedford was the state's preeminent
textile production center.

Economic sucoesswes directly reflected in rapid population growth. 1n 1850, four years after New
Bedford'sincorporation as acity, itspopulation sood a 16,443. By 1890 that figure had incressed to
40,733. Growth continued unabated a an average of 2,000 to 3,000 ayear unfil 1920 when the
populafion reached ahigh of 120,485. Since that time. New Bedford, hke o many other industria cities
in New England, hes experienced dow population loss.

(continued)
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New Bedford's expanding population was accommodeted in residential neighborhoods that gradudly
goreed outward from the early harbor-9de center, generdly following streetcer lines. These
neighborhoods ranged from duders of workers housng to endaves of the wedthy and middle-class.

Development of the Buttonwood Park areareflectsthat of the city as awhole. During the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries the land in and around Buttonwood Park was owned by the prominent Russall
and Gifford families. Itwas usad primarily as pagture and wood lots. During the nineteenth century the
Russell and Gifford holdings were subdivided into smdler parcdsbut little or no building occurred in
the vicinity prior to establishment of the park in the early 1890s Whenthe first land for Buttonwood
Park was purchased in 1892, devdopment wasjust reaching this areaon the Dartmouth town line,
directly west of the city center.

The roadsthe frame the park — Rockdde Avenue, Kempton Street, Brownell Avenue, and Hawvthome
Strest — were proposed in the late nineteenth century and gppear on numerous plans of the 1890s One
plan from 1894 shows Rockdde and Kempton a agenerous 80" width and Brovragll a 100'.
Consgtmction of theseroadsin the early yearsof the twentieth century alowed residentia development to
proceed.

The park proved to be avery marketable amenity, attracting strong interest from the city'sgrowing
middle-class and ensuring successful development by both individuas and speculators. Infact, creation
of the park raised surrounding land values and competition with developers medeit impossible for the
city to acquire all of the recommended acreege, most notably the northeest comer @ Rockdde Avenue
and Kempton Street.

Prominent local real estate devdoper F. William Oesting, J. purchesed land in this areafrom the Booth
edaein the first decade of the twentieth century and crested asmall, early subdivison known as
Parkview. 1n 1910 he erected eight smilar gambrd roof cottages a the comer of Lake and Jenny Lind
Streets. Advertisements which touted Parkview as "that beautiful and sightly tract Stuated just north of
Buttonwood Park . . ." clearly demondrate the Park's value as an atractive amenity for resdential
devdlopment. Other touted amenities included wide dregts, granalithic sdewaks, shede trees, sawer,
water, and ges connections, electricity; and neerby police and fire protection. Advertisements dso
promised abetter investment retum and greater safety than abank acocount. |n addition to "FREE"
amenities, Oesting offered essy credit terms and "prices within the reach of everyone with an ambitionto
have ahome of his own."

(continued)
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Janes T. Francis was ancther developer who owned and built the bungdow a 774 Rockdale Avenue in
1920. Thiseight room cottage messured 24' by 28" and was 18' tall. The constmcfion cost was $4,000.
Francis was responsible for five other nearby dwellings including 778 Rockdale Avenue which
contained seven rooms, meesured 24' by 28', and cost $4,500. It was congructed with the use of day
labor.

On agmdler scde, saverd individuals bought multiple lots and constmcted multiple homes, apparently
agreaing with Oegting on the investment vaue of the areasurrounding the park. For example, local
lawyer Fisher Abramson and his wife Evelyn onTied both 388 Hawthorne Street (1925 Dutch Colonial)
and 392 Hawthorne Street (1926 Four-Sguare Colonial) and resded a the latter. Similarly, Manud F.
and Nettie Avila owned Four-Sguare dwellings a 374 and 384 Hawthorne Street, both condructed in
1925. Avilawas Presdent and Tressurer of the Sun Auto Supply Company, 674 Pleesant Street, New
Bedford in 1930. Loca builder, J. O. Manny congmcted all four houses. Catherine McCabe, who lived
a 251 Rockdae Avenue, dso owned the two family house a 396-398 Hawthorne Street. The latter
was congmcted by Adelard Alie whose offices were located a 159 Query Street, New Bedford.

Most houseswithin the district gopeer to have been consmcted for individuals. Early ovmers represent
abroad cross-section of New Bedford'smiddle dass

Jeremiah and Katherine Sullivan House at 656-658 Rockdae Avenue (1922; map #44-071)

This two family housewas congmcted by the J. W. Bishop Company of 6 Market Street, New Bedford
a acod of $9,000. Each unit or tenement contained five rooms and one bath. Mr. Sullivan was
employed by the builder as amanager. Jamnes H. and Ethe Mahoney occupied the other unit. James
was acaptain a Fire Engine House #3 on Kempton Stredt.

John and Margaret Carroll House at 720 Rockdae Avenue (1927; map #50-417)

Thistwo-family resdence was congmcted by New Bedford builder Edward E. Darymple a acod of
$10,000. The CaroUs who lived a 51 Liberty Strest, rented this house. Early occupants were David
McGill and James D. Watson, a sdlesman.

Marie M. Doumoulin andJ. Alfred House at 780-782 Rockdae Avenue (1922; mgp #50-442)
Thistwo-family housewas built by New Bedford contractor James Sykesat acost of $8,000. The
tenant, Leonard C. Harris, was the pastor of the Trinity Methodist Episcopa Church in New Bedford.

(continued)
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Fisher and Evelyn Abramson House at 392 Hawthorne Street (1926; map #38-046)
This ax room dwelling was one of severd congmcted by local builder J. O. Manny. Abramson was a
lawyer with offices a 7 North Sixth Street, New Bedford.

James P. and Evelyn Cash House at 686 Rockdale Avenue (1922; mep #44-312)

This bungdow was designed by architect Fa A. Rousseau and built by loca contractor, Carleton C.
Pane. They are probably regpongble for al three buildings. James Cash was apoliceman and Evelyn
was atdephone operator.

Isaac and Marie Dawson House at 666 Rockdde Avenue (1925; mgp #44-528)

Thistwo-gtory Colonia Reviva style house cogt $20,000. It was designed by architect Leo LaBronde
and congtmcted by the J. W. Bishop Company, both local New Bedford firms. Issac Dawson wes athe
owner of the Dawson Brewery.

Percy A. and Ruth V. Woodland House a 789 Rockda e Avenue (1929; mgp #49-045)

This Colonial Reviva style housewas desgned by architect E. G. Bullard and constmcted by builder
James Sykes, both of New Bedford. Percy worked for John Woodland & Son, agrocery ore located a
478 Kempton Street.

796 Rockdale Avenue (1916; map #50-533)

This House was congmcted by Edwin D. Lawton who does not gopeer to havelived there. Lawton dso
congructed 3 Lake Street. Heworked for a plumbing company known as the E. F. Penney & Company
prior to founding the firm of Lawton & Deano.

Grace M. Coffin House at 752 Rockdale Avenue (1934; map #50-459, 460)
This housewas congructed a acogt of $ 11,000 by New Bedford builder, John F. Tinkham. Grace was
the widow of JamesH. Coffin.

Architects and Builders

All of the architects and builders identified as working in the park and its surrounding neighborhood
were locd firms basad in the New Bedford arean Most of the city's prominent turn-of-the-century
architects desgned a least one building within the district. They include Browne & Poole, Nat C.
Smith, Samud C. Hunt, Louis Desremps, William Talman, and Egbert Bullard.

(continued)
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The loca architecturd firm of Browne & Poole desgned the Howard M .E. ChurchVSt. Paul's Methodist
Church (884 Kempton Street; 1925) and the Buttonwood Park greenhouse complex. Francis Clifton
Browne was bom in New Bedford on January 11, 1883 and died & age 86 on November 2, 1969. He
married Lucy May Rerce of Taunton on December 8, 1915 and together they had three sons The
Brovmes lived a 139 Hillman Street. According to his obituary, Browne was amember of the American
Institute of Architects, the Constmction Specifications Institute, the Pilgrim United Church, and the
Eureka Lodge. Erford Wilson Poole was bom in neighboring Dartmouth in 1877 and died on May 10,
1965 a the age of 88. He graduated from Massachusetts State College. Poole served as President of the
New Bedford Port Society for seven years Browne & Poole operated successfully as partners for many
years before dissolving the firm £ind going on to individua practice.

Ore of the best known New Bedford architects was Egbart G. Bullard. He desgned many buildings in
the city's emerging downtown a Purchase and Union Stregtsand in the city's North End. His work
includes the 1906-1908 additionto City Hall, the 1908 Bristol County Registry of Deads a North Sixth
Street, and the Edward J. Lafferty House a 534 Rockdde Avenue (south of the district). Bullard briefly
worked in partnership with Leo Labrode. Within the district, Bullard desgned the large Colonid
Revival style house a 789 Rockdale Avenue for Percy A. and Ruth Y. Woodward in 1929. Hedso
desgned his own resdence a 97 Lake Street overlooking the pond in 1920. This Ste was originally
part of the Parkview plan.

Leo LaBrode was afounding partner of aprominent New Bedford architectura firm that remains ective
today. Hewas bom in Pittsfield and began his practice therein 1904-1909. LaBrode subsequently
moved to New Bedford where he entered into partnership with his brother-in-law, Louis Destremps.

The firm was responsble for the Star Department Store a 182 Union Street and the New Bedford Ges &
Edison Building a 693 Purchese Street. Following Destremps deeth, LaBrode joined E. G. Bullardin
another successful practice. 1n 1938, the firm of Talman, LaBrode, and Rounseville wasformed.
Within the district, LaBrode desgned alarge Colonia Reviva style dwelling & 666 Rockdale Avenue
for Issec and Marie Davson in 1925.

Other architects known to have worked within the digtrict include F. A. Rousseau (686-688 Rockdale
Avenue, bungalow), Wadter B. Aheam (698 Rockdae Avenue, bungalow), M. A. Haskdll of Acushnet
(712 Rockdale Avenue, bungaow), A. M. Lucas (775 Rockdale Avenue, bungdow, 1923) and Nat C.
Smith (Buttonwood Park warming house, 1934-1935, park map #3).

(continued)
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Many loca builders are dso known to have worked in the district. They include Adelard Alie with
offices a 159 Query Street, New Bedford (two-family, 396 Hawthorne Street), Jethro Ashley of
Acushnet (712 Rockdale Avenue, bungaow), the Barnes Constmction Company of 35 Green Strest,
Farhaven (740 Rockdale Avenue), the J. W. Bishop Company (666 Rockdale Avenue, Colonial
Revival; and 656-58 Rockdale Avenue, 1922, two-family), George Bosworth (698 Rockdale Avenue,
bungaow), Edward E. Darymple (720 Rockdae Avenue, two family). Napoleon Gregoire (736
Rockdale Avenue, 1915, bungaow as own home), Carleton C. Paine (686-688 Rockdale Avenue,
bungaow), J. O. Manny with offices a 2083 Achushnet Avenue, New Bedford (374, 383, 384, and 392
Hawthorn Avenue), Herbert Ohm (775 Rockdae Avenue, bungdow, 1923), James Sykes (780-782
Rockdale Avenue, 1922, two-family; and 789 Rockdale Avenue, 1929 Colonia Revival), and John F.
Tinkham (752 Rockdale Avenue, 1934, Cgpe).

As described in Section 7, the neighborhood surrounding Buttonwood Park is a showcase of early
twentieth century resdentid architecture desgned for New Bedford's middledassby local architects
and builders. Deveoped largdly in the 1910s - 1930s, the neighborhood includes excdlent examples of
that period's mogt popular architectura forms, styles, and materids. While thereis variety of
expresson, agenad uniformity of building scde, st back, and lot 9ze creste astrong sanse of unity.

The small one-car garages that accompany many housesare important contributing dementsthat
demondrate the importance of that mode of transportation in the devdopment of the district. The
conggtent presence of Sdewaks, dregt trees, and planting strips extend the greenery of the park intothe
neighborhood and help to achieve a sanse of harmony between open and developed arees The
buildings, outbuildings, Sreatscapes, settings, and rdationship to Buttonwood Park that distinguish the
surrounding neighborhood retain ahigh degree of integrity. Thus, they possess aremarkable ability to
illustrate New Bedford's suburban growth in the early twentieth century.

The period of significance for the neighborhood surrounding Buttonwood Park extendsto 1950 which is
the 50 year cut-off date established by the National Regiger. While the majority of development
occurred prior to 1940, buildings congtmcted in 1940 - 1950 are condgtent with the location, scde, style,
siting, and resdential use of their earlier neighbors. Mogt are Cape Cod cottages, an important twentieth
century houseform that contributes to the architectura evolution of the district and would otherwise be
represented by only two properties. This final decede d<0 pre-datesthe extensve dteration of many
dwellings on Kempton Street to accommodate commercid uses

(continued)
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Much of New Bedford's early core (New Bedford Historic District 11/13/1966; Centra New Bedford
Historic District 4/24/1980), and many of its resdentiad neighborhoods (County Street Historic District
8/11/1976; Acushnet Heights Historic District 11/28/1989; Howland Mill Village Historic District
5/30/1996; Mordland Tertace Higtoric District 6/3/1996; and North Bedford Historic District 9/19/1979)
have dready been listed in the National Register of Historic Flaces The Buttonwood Park National
Regiger District, with its Olmsted-evolved Park and its concentration of well-preserved early twentieth
century dwellingswill add an important dimension to the understanding and preservation of the city's
diverse heritage.
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Kengenbaum, Joy. "Bibliography/Sources for aHistory of Buttonwood Park in New Bedford, Massachustts'.
Boston: Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management, 1987.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Boundary Description

The district is located entirely within New Bedford in the southwestem section of the city
near the boarder with the Town of Dartmouth. The district boundary encompesses
roughly the areabounded by Kempton Street on the north, Rockdde Avenue on the eed,
Hawthome Streat on the south and Brownell Avenue on the west.

The northem edge of the district runs dong the south sde of Kempton, between Brownell
and Rockdae Avenues, including the severd blocks north and eedt of the park. The
eadtem boundary includes properties on the eest 9de of Rockdde facing the park

between Hawthome and Lake Streats, and on both sdes of Rockdde Avenue north of
lake to Kempton Street. A modem commercid block a the southeest comer of Rockdde
Avenue and Kempton Street isexcluded. An early 2 century dwelling a the southeest
comer of Rockdale and Hawthome isincluded. The southem boundary of the district
includes Hawthome Street and the properties on the south sde of Hawthome facing the
park between Rockdde and Brownell Avenues. The westem boundary of the district
mns aong the west Sde of Buttonwood Park between Hawthome and Kempton. It does
not include the Brownell Avenue properties facing the park onthe west Sde. S sketch

maep.
Boundary Justification

Buttonwood Park forms the centerpiece of the propossd NR district and accounts for
most of its gpproximately 113 acres The district encompesses the entire arealinitially
proposed for Buttonwood Park in 1892, the northeestem comer of which was
subsequently developed as aresidentia neighborhood. It dso includes the houses that
frame the park on the eest and south. The Howard M.E. Church/St. Paul's Methodist
Church which anchorsthe prominent southwest comer of Rockdde and Kemptonisthe
only neighborhood ingtitutional building in the proposed district.

The adjacent residentid aress ae an integrd part of the park neighborhood and were
developed concurrently with, and in reponseto the park. The housesfronting the park
adong Rockdde Avenue and Hawthome Street are included because they present a
unified early 20* century character which complimentsthe park. The housssfronting the
park dong Brownell Avenue are not included because they were developed after the

(continued)
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1892-1950 period of significance. The north 9de of Kempton Street i s excluded because
of its commercid character and becauseit too pog-datesthe period of significance. The
south sde of Kempton isincluded becauseitis deveoped primarily with tum-of-the-
century resdences. Some have been converted to commercid use, but mog retain
sufficient integrity to contribute to the historic cheracter of the proposed district.

(end)
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS
NR Photo # Location/Description Date Photo by
1 Buttonwood Park - Great Lawn and Comfort Station 599 5
(looking southeedt towards Rockdae) Shay Berg
2 Buttonwood Park - Potting house, greenhouse and formal  5/99
garden (looking south from Court Strest) Shay Berg
3 Buttonwood Park - Warming House with Buttonwood 599 B
Pond in foreground (looking northeest from Court Street) Shary Bearg
4 Buttonwood Park - Fiddstone Wall 599 B
(looking eest dong Kempton Street) Shary Berg
5 Buttonwood Park - Bamard Monument 599 B
(looking west from near Court Strest) Shary Berg
6 Buttonwood Park - Court Stret with ok trees 599
(looking east from neer warming house) Shary Berg
7 Buttonwood Park - Concourse with someedlee 599
(looking south towards zoo) Shary Berg
8 Buttonwood Park - Buttonwood Pond 599 B
(looking north dong westem edge of pond) Shary Berg
9 Buttonwood Park and Rockdde Ave 11/98 B
(looking south dong Rockdde with park onright) Shary Berg
10 12 Buttonwood Avenue 599

Candace Jenkins
11 350 Hawthome Stregt 11/98 Candace Jenkins



14

55 Husey Streat (looking South dong Hussey)
73 Lake Street & Jenny Lind
1026- 1028 Kempton Street

690 - 64 Rockdde Avenue (looking south)

11/98

11/98

59

11/98

Candace Jenkins

Candace Jenkins

Candace Jenkins

Candace Jenkins
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LIST OF MAPS

Figure 1 - "Preliminary Plan of Buttonwood Park”, Olmged, Olmsted and Eliot, 1895.
Fgure 2 - "Existing Conditions Buttonwood Park”, Walker'Kluesing Desgn Group, 1986.

Figure 3 - "lllustrative Magter Plan, Buttonwood Park”, Waker* Kluesing Design Group, 1988.
(Note: thisplan has only been partialy implemented.)

Figure 4 - "Existing Conditions Buttonwood Park™, 1999.
Modification of Walker»Kluesing Design Group 1986 Existing Conditions map to show recent
changesto park and NR boundary. Note: numberson this 11x17 mep are keyed to the district
dataghests)
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Buttonwood Park HistoricDistrict
New Bedford, M assachusetts
National Regiger Didrict Data Shest  June, 1999

MHC# NR Asesor/ Strest Address Historic Name Architectural Style Saus
Photo NRMap# Type
#

Note: Assessors map numbers are used to identify residential properties. Numbersfor park features shown incolumn three are keyed to an
11x17 map of existing conditions at Buttonwood Park. The map, initially drawn in 1986, has been revised to reflect changes through 1999.

Buttonwood Park - Buildings

1 1 near basabod | field Comfort Station; Browne& Poole, 1921 No syle C/B
(1919 plans by Nat C. Smith; HLR:  archt's
[-10, 11; VII:4)

2 2 SE of pond Potting House, bailer room, 1921 No syle C/B

greenhouse (VII: 4, Bronne & Pode,
adts(HLR: |-11) GH enaged 1927 (1-12)
newGH 197677 (1-20)
3 3 immediately eedt of pond Warming House by Na C. Smithy 1934-35 No syle C/B
ERA project (HLR: 1-13) interior
remodded 1941 (HLR: 1-17) renovated as
Parks Dept heedquarters/Senior Centter (1 -
20)

4 south end of ball field Field House/Stor age Building; 193941 No syle CcB
WPA (HLR: VII-7)

5 Kempton Street Joseph F. Waldron Barracks, 1972 No syle NC/B
Veeans Memoria Building (HLR: VII-7)

6 Rockdade AvenueandLake  Buttonwood Branch Library; 1960 No syle NC/B

Sret Francis J. Lawler Library

7 maintenance area Hay Ban(HLR: VIIS) 1922 No syle CB
shingled, Labrode & Bullard

8 Z0o aea Bear Den (HLR: 1-14) 1936 No style (fieldstone and C/B

concrete)
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MHC# NR Asesor/ Street Address Historic Name Dae Architectura Style Saus
Photo NRMap# Type
#

9 Z0oo aea Elephant House (HLR: VII-7) 1985 No style NC/B
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Naw Bedford, M assachusdts

National Regder Didrict Data Shest  June, 199

MHC# NR Ases/ Srest Address

Phoo NRMeg#

#

Buttonwood Park - SructuresMonuments

10

o

south end of pond

wes end of causaway &
Court and Brovradl

Kempton Sregt
Z0o aea

esdt 9de of park
et 9de of park

et 9de of park
a rotary, center of park

west ed of Court Stret &
Brownd| entrance

North west comer of
Rockdde and Hawvthome
Rockdde neer Maple

Higtoric Name Date Architecturd Style

Dam/Causeway (wWith2 sas of dgo5  1902-5,

designed by William F. Williams repaired
(HLR:VII-9) 1921 1998
Cobblestone Pogst 1904-5

William F. Williams, only surviving
remnant of retaining

Fieldstone Wall (HLR:VI1I-10) 193941
WPA
Bridge over canal 19701

Ball fields (note first basgbdl dianond post 1950
laid out in 1896)

Tennis courts (tennisfirst played in 1980s
1909 (HLR: 34), current courts replaced

earlier ones)

Basketball courts (HLR: 45) 1970

Barnard Monument, desgned by ca 1914
George Julian Zolnay

British Memorial Monument, 1936
designed by Harold Kenworthy

Jewish War Veterans Memeorial 1962

Holocaust Memorial 19098

Type

cs

s

s
NC/St

NC/St
NC/St

NC/St
cs
cs
NC/St

NC/St
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MHC# NR Asesor/ Srest Address

Photo NRMap#
#

21

27

28

Southwest comer of Rockdde
and Court

Historic Name

Black War Veterans Memorial

Northwest comer of Rockdde American-Portugese Veterans

and Court

Northeest comear of Court and
Buttonwood

Southwest comer of Rockdde
and Lake Srest

Southeest comer of
Buttonwood and Leke

near playground

formal garden

near Zz0o

Buttonwood Park - Circulation

6 29

30

31

eed-west through center of
park

off Hawthome Strest
NW corner of park off

Kempton Strest
NE section of park

Monument

Municipal Employees Monument

Firemen'sMemorial

[talian-American Veterans
Memorial

Drinking fountain

cadiron

Henry J. Wareing Memorial
Fountain (HLR: VII-15), cagt iron

Playground (first plaground isntalled
by 1900) (HLR: figl3)

Court Street; Lt. Wdter E. Fuller
Memoria Parkway (sign) or Alvin Fuller
Parkway (HLR: 45)

William Sdtzman Way (z00
entranceroad & 1970 parking | ot)
Veterans Memorial Parkway
(indudes veterans bldg. parking)

Buttonwood Stregt extendon
(HLR: Fig 29)

Dae Architecturd Style

1976

1950

1973

N.D.

circa 1980s

circa 1904

circa 1972

Saus

NC/St

NC/St

NC/St

NC/St

NC/St

C/O

NC/O

NC/St

C/s

NC/St
NC/St

C/s
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MHC# NR Asesr/ Stregt Address

Photo NRMap#

#

3

7 A

north centra portion of park

centra portion of park

Buttonwood Park - Vegetation

35

36

6 37

41

south, west, north of park

perimeter of park, especidly
Rockdde Ave.

Court S/Fuller Parkway
near greenhouse
outheagtem portion of park
eed of greenhouse

west of library

Buttonwood Park - Water Features

8 42

43

west dde of park

north of pond

Historic Name

Oneda Stregt extenson
(includes senior canter parking)

Concourse

Perimeter woodland

Street trees

Allee of trees

Forma garden (HLR: 35-6)
Great Lawn

Norway soruceallee

Maple grove (neer library)

Buttonwood Pond; dredged 1890s
1921 (HLR: 22 and V11-9), enlarged 1901
(HLR: 27), enlarged 19335 (HLR: 39)

Buttonwood Brook; deered ad
widened, 19335 (HLR: 38)

Dae Architecturd Style

circa194

beginning
circa 1904
circa 1923

unknovra

pre-1890 89 axeswith 4 acresof
emergent wetland a
northem end (HLR:48)

pre-1890

Saus
Type

O

s
s

s

s

s

s

s

s

s

s

s



MHC# NR
Photo
#

Arnold Street
A

Burns Street
A

Buttonwood Park Historic District

New Bedford, M assachusetts

National Regiger Didtrict Data Shet June, 1999

Asesr/ Sregt Address

NRM ap#

a4

044-535

038-038

Buttonwood Street

10

49123

49-068

49-121

49-069

south of pond

476 Arnold Strest
(SE comer Rockdde Stredt)

Burns Street

12 Buttonwood Street
(NE comer Lake Street)

15 Buttonwood Strect
16 Buttonwood Strect

17 Buttonwood Strect

Historic Name

Dae Architectural Stvle

Canal (constructed dong route of former  circa 1902,

dream bed), designed by William F.
Williams, indudes small man-made pond
congtructed 1970-1 and concrete channd
congructed 1960 (HLR:48)

House
cobblestone garage (matches
house foundation)

House
at. garege

House
gaege

House
gaege

House
gaege

House

gaege

modified
1961,
1970s

ca 1920s  Other: Four Square
Queen Anne dements

ca 1970 Other: Ranch

ca 1920s  Other: Four Square
Queen Anne dements
exceptiond

ca 1920s Other: Four Square

ca 1920s  Other: Four Square

ca 1920s Colonid Reviva
Gambrd

Saus
Type

WO

cs

C/B
C/B

NC/B

cB
cB

C/B
C/B
cB
cB
C/B
C/B
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Buttonwood Park Historic District
Naw Bedford, M assachusts

National Regiger Didrict Data Shet  June, 190

Ase/ Sregt Address

NRMapt

49-119
49-117
49-073
49-072
49-115
49-076
49-113
49-077
49-111
49-080
49-109
49-081

49-107

49-084

18 Buttonwood Street

20 Buttonwood Street

21 Buttonwood Street

22 Buttonwood Street

23 Buttonwood Street

24 Buttonwood Street

25 Buttonwood Street

26 Buttonwood Street

27 Buttonwood Street

28 Buttonwood Street

29 Buttonwood Street

30 Buttonwood Street

31 Buttonwood Strest

Higtoric Name

House

gaege
House

gaege
House

House
House
House

House

gaege
House

gerage (well preserved)
House

gaege
House

House

House

gaege
House

gaege

Dae

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

Architecturd Style

Bungaow/Craftsman
front-gable
Other: Four Square

Bunga ow/Craftsman
Bunga ow/Craftsman
Other: Four Square
Other: Four Square

Colonid Revivd
Gambrd

Other: Four Square
exceptiond
Colonia Revivd
Gambrd

Other: Four Square

Colonid Reviva
Gambrd

Colonia Reviva
Gambre Cottage
Colonia Revival;

Gambrd Cottage

Type

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
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Photo
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Buttonwood Park Historic District
Nav Bedford, M assachusats

National Regde Didrict Data Shest  June, 1990

Asesor/ Sregt Address

NRMap#

49-105
49-085
49103
49-083
49-101
49-089
49-100

49-092

Hawthor ne Street

A

A

A

yes

044-438

038-058

038-055

038-054
038-337

32 Buttonwood Strest
33 Buttonwood Strect
34 Buttonwood Street
35 Buttonwood Street
36 Buttonwood Street
37 Buttonwood Street
38 Buttonwood Street

39 Buttonwood Strect

337 Hawthorne Strest
(NE comer Rockdde)
330 Hawthorne Street
(SW comer Rockdde)
360 Hawthorne Street

366 Hawthorne Strest

Historic Name

House

House
gaege
House
gaege
House
gaege
House
gaege
House
gaege
House
gaege
House

gaege

House, Two-family
garage (msticated concrete blk)

House

gaege
House

at. garage
Caheine R. Silva House

gaege

Date

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920

ca 1950s

1927
1927

Architectura Style

Other: Four Square
Bungadow/Craftsman
Bungadow/Craftsman

Colonia Reviva

Gambre Cottage
Other: Four Square

Other: Four Square

Other: Four Square
exceptiona
Colonia Revival
Gambrd Cottage

No Style
dtered

Colonid Reviva
exceptiond
Other: Ranch

Bungdoid

Saus
Type

@O

cB

C/B
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
C/B
cB
cB
cB

cB
cB
cB
cB
NC/B

cB
cB



Buttonwood Park Historic District
New Bedford, M assachusetts
National Regiger Didrict DataShest  June, 1999

MHC# Assessor/  Siret Address Historic Name Dae Architectural Style
NRMap#
yes 038-053 372 Hawthorne Street Timothy F. McCrohan House 1947 Other: Cgoe C/B
038-052 ét. garege
yes 038-051 374 Hawthorne Street Manud and Nettie Avila House 1925 Other: Four Square /B
gaage cB
yes 038-049 380 Hawthorne Strest Manud Avila House 1925 Other: Four Square /B
038-050 gaage Colonid Rev.demeats C/B
yes 038-047 383 Hawthorne Street Fisher 4e Evdyn Abramson House 1925 Colonia Reviva /B
gaage Dutch Colonial /B
exceptiond
yes 038-046 392 Hawthorne Street Fsher & Evdyn AbramsonHouse 1926 Other: Four Square /B
gaage Colonid Rev.demets C/B
yes 038-045 39698 Hawthorne Stregt Catherine McCabe Double Decker 1923 No Style, jerkinrhead  C/B
Two-family front-gable
yes 038-044 400 Hawthorne Street Arthur L. Brun House 1948 Other: Cgoe /B
038-043 at. garage clipped-gable
yes 038-041 408 Hawthorne Street John and Harriet Bemier 1928 Bunga ow/Craftsman /B
038-042 garage 1928 exceptiond C/B
yes 038-373 430 Hawthorne Street Victor Smith House 1926 Other: Four Square C/B
038-035 garage (new doors) 1926 /B
038-034
038032 436 Hawthorne Street House ca 1930s Other: Four Souare /B
038-033
yes 038-031 440 Hawthorne Street Samud Gottesman House 1951 Other: Ranch (U-plan) NC/B
att. garage

Hussey Street



MHC# NR

Photo
#
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National Regger Didrict Data Shest  June, 190

Ases0r/ Sregt Address

NRM ap#

49-122
49-137
49-120
49-135
49-118
49-133
49-116
49-131
49-114
49-129
49-112
49-127

49-110

13 Husey Stret
16 Hussey Streat
17 Hussey Street
20 Husey Stret
21 Hussey Strest
24 Hussey Strest
25 Husey Stret
28 Husey Stret
29 Husey Strest
32 Husey Stret
3B Husey Stret
36 Hussey Stret

39 Husey Street

Historic Name

House

House
garage (rudticated concrete blk)
House

gaege
House

House

gaege
House

gaage
House
House
House
House
garage (msticated concrete blk)
House

House

House

Dae

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

Architectural Style

No Style
Side-hdl front-gable

Other: Four Square

No Style
Side-hdl front-gable

No Style
Queen Anne dements

No Style
Side-hdl front-gable

No Style
Queen Anne dements

No Style
Side-hdl front-gable

No Style
Queen Anne dements

No Style

Side-hdl front-gable
Colonia Reviva
Gambrd

No Style

Side-hdl front-gable
Bunga ow/Craftsman

No Style
Side-hdl front-gable

Saus
Type

cB

cB
cB
cB
cB
cB

cB
cB
cB
cB
cB

cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB

cB



MHC# NR
Photo
#

[lion Street

Buttonwood Park Historic District
New Bedford, M assachusgtts

National Regiger Digtrict Data Shest  June, 1999

Asesor/ Sregt Address

NRM aptt

49-002
49-108
49-032
49-106
49017
49-104
49011
49-102
49-004
49-146
49016

49-001

40 Husey Strest
43 Husey Strest
44 Hussey Strest
47 Hussey Street
48 Hussey Street
51 Husey Street
52 Husey Stret
5 Husey Street
58 Huszey Stret
50 Husey Stret
62 Husey Street

68 Husey Street

(SE comer Hussey/Kempton)

[listoric Name

House

House

gaege
House

House
House

gaege
House

gaege
House
House
House

gaege
House
House

House

Dae

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

Architectural Stvle

Bungadow/Craftaman
(dtered)

No Style
Side-hdl front-gable

Bungadow/Craftaman
exceptiond

No Style

Side-hdl front-gable
Bunga ow/Craftsman

No Style
Side-hdl front-gable

Bunga ow/Craftsman

Colonial Reviva
Gambrd

Bunga ow/Craftsman
exceptiona

Colonia Reviva
Gambrd

Other: Four Square

Other: Four Square

Saus
Type

cB
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
cB
cB
cB
C/B
C/B
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB

cB



'MHC# NR

Photo
#

NRM ap#

055-123
055-124
055-128
055-130
055-069

049-012

Jenny Lind Street
49-145

49-066
49-3131
49-031
49-067
49-030

49-070

Buttonwood Park Historic District
New Bedford, M assachusts

National Regiger Didrict Data Shest  June, 199

Assor/ Stregt Address

HAllion Srest

68 1lion Strect

74 1lion Strect

[lion/Kempton Streets

[lion Street (W dde) Oneida

Srect (E 9de)

2Jenny Lind Street (NE
comer Lake/Jenny Lind)

4 Jenny Lind Stregt
5Jenny Lind Stret
7 Jenny Lind Stregt
8 Jenny Lind Stret

9Jenny Lind Stret

10 Jenny Lind Street

Historic Name Dae

House ca 1940s
at. gaege

House ca 190s
at. gaege

House ca 1950s

part of Pak na

part of Park na

House ca 1900

House ca 1920s

House ca 1920s

House ca 1900

House ca 1920s

House ca 1920s

garage/cottage
House ca 1900

Architecturad Style

Other: Cgoe
Other: Cgpe
Other: Ranch
na

na

Other: Four Souare

Queen Anne dements

Colonid Revivd
cross-Gambrd
Colonia Reviva
front-Gambre
Other: Four Souare

Queen Anne dements

Colonid Revivd
front-Gambre
Colonid Revivd
front-Gambrd
Other: Four Souare

Queen Anne dements

Satus
Type
c/B
c/B
NC/B
na

na

cB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB

NC/B
CB



MHC# NR
Photo
#

Buttonwood Park Historic District
New Bedford, M assachusetts

National Register Didrict Data Shet  June, 1999

Assesr/ Sregt Address

NRM aptt

49-029
49-071
49-158
49-074
49075
49-026
49-027
49-078
49-025
49-079
49-024
49-082
49-023

49-083

11 Jenny Lind Street
12 Jenny Lind Street
13Jenny Lind Street
14 Jenny Lind Street
16 Jenny Lind Strest
17 Jenny Lind Stregt
18 Jenny Lind Street
19Jenny Lind Street
20 Jenny Lind Stret
21 Jenny Lind Street
22 Jenny Lind Stregt
23 Jenny Lind Street

24 Jenny Lind Stregt

Historic Name

House
House
House
House
House
House
House
gaege
House
House
gaege
House
House
House

gaege
House

Dae

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1900

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

Architecturd Style

Colonia Reviva
crossGambrd
Colonid Revivd
front-Gambréel
Colonia Reviva
front-Gambréel
Other:Four Square
Queen Anne dements
Colonia Revivd
front-Gambre
Other:Four Square
Queen Anne dements
Other:Four Square
Queen Anne dements
Bungdow
exceptiond

Colonid Revivd
crossGambrd

Other: Four Square
Queen Anne dements
Colonia Revivd
front-Gambréel
Colonia Revivd
dde-Gambrd

Other: Four Square
dements Quean Anne

CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB
CB

CB
CB



MHC# NR

Photo
#

Buttonwood Park Historic District
Nav Bedford, M assachusdts

National Regger Didrict Data Shest  June, 199

Asesor/ Sfreet Address

NRM ap#

49-086
49-021
49-087
49-090
49-018
49-019
49-091
49-013
49-093

49-006
49-159

Kempton Street

YEs

049-009
049-003
049-099

049-098

26 Jenny Lind Street
27 Jenny Lind Street
28 Jenny Lind Street
30 Jenny Lind Stregt
31 Jenny Lind Stret
32 Jenny Lind Stret
35 Jenny Lind Street
36 Jenny Lind Stret

Jenney Lind Stret

834 Kempton Stregt
920 Kempton Street

930 Kempton Street

Historic Name

House
House
gaege
House
House
House
House
House

House

multi-bay concrete block garage

Howard M.E. Church

(St. Paul'sMethodigt Church)

House (former; now commercia)
Anima Hospital

House (former; now commercial)
gaege

Dae

ca 1920s
ca 1920s
ca 1920s
ca 1920s
ca 1920s
ca 1920s
ca 1920s
ca 1920s

ca 1920

ca 1911;
1925
ca 1920s

ca 1920s

Architectura Style

Colonia Revivd
Gambrd (front)
Other: Four Souare
Queen Anne dements
Other: Four Souare
Queen Anne dements
Other: Four Square
Queen Anne dements
Colonia Revivd
sde-Gambrd

Other: Four Square
Queen Anne dements
Colonia Revivd
sde-Gambre

Other: Four Souare
Queen Anne dements
No Style

Mixed

Other: Contemporary
(major dterations)

No Style

14
Saus

Type
cB
ciB
ciB
ciB
ciB
ciB
cB
ciB
ciB

CB

cB
NC/B

cB
cB



MHC# NR
Photo
#

14

14

Lake Street

Asse=r/
NRMago#
049-097
049-007
049-095
049-0A4
055-075
055-074
049-005
055-151
055-150
055-134
055-135
055-133
055-132

055-069

049-147

Buttonwood Park Historic District
New Bedford, M assachusdts

National Regiger Didrict Data Shed  June 199

Srest Address

950 Kempton Stregt

960 Kempton Strest
966-970 Kempton Street
976 Kempton Strest
982-984 Kempton Street
994-998 K empton Street
990 Kempton Street
1012 Kempton Street
1026 Kempton Street
1028 Kempton Street

[lion/Kempton Streets

5Lake Street
(NW comer Lake/Rockdae)

Higoric Name

House (former; now commercid)

Commercid Block
(Bosworth Insurance)

Commercid Block

Commercid Block
(Domino's Pizza)
Commercid Block

Commercid Block

Commercid Block
(Auto Pats gore)
Commercid Block
(Dunkin Donuts)
House (former; now commercid)
well-preserved
Commercid Block
(red etate office)
part of Park

House

ca 1920s

Mid-late
20th cen
Mid-late
20th cen
Mid-late
20th cen
Mid-late
20th cen
Mid-late
20th cen
Mid-late
20th cen
Mid-late
20th cen
ca 1920s

Mid-late

20th cen
na

ca 1920s

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

Other: Four Square
Queen Anne dements
No Style

na

No Style
Quean Anne; Colonia
Reviva dements

CB

NC/B

NC/B

NC/B

NC/B

NC/B

NC/B

NC/B

C/B

NC/B

na

CB



MHC# NR
Photo
#

Asses0or/
NRMap#

049-142

049-140

049-139
049-125
049-124
049-063
049-064
049-065
049-033
049-034
049-035

049-036

Buttonwood Park Historic District
New Bedford, M assachustts
National Regiser District Data Shest  June, 1999

Srest Address

9LakeSret

17 Lake Stret

21 Lake Strest

(NW comer Lake/Hussey)
20 Lake Strest

(NW comer LakeHussey)
35-37 Lake Stret

45-47 Lake Street (NW
comer Lake/Buttonwood)

53 Lake Strest

55 Lake Strest

73 Lake Street  (NW comer
Leke/Jenney Lind)

75 Lake Strest

81 Lake Strest

87 Lake Streg
(NE comer Lake/Oneida)

Historic Name Dae

House ca 1920s

House, two-family ca 1920s

granite block garage

House ca 1920s
garage, msticated concrete block

House ca 1920s

House ca 1920s
ducco garage

House ca 1920s

House ca 1920s

House ca 1920s
msticated concrete block garage

House ca 1920s

House ca 1920s

House ca 1920s

House ca 1950

garage, msticated concrete block ca 1900

Architectural Stvle

No Style

Queen Anng, Stick,
Craftsman dements
No Style

Queen Anne, Colonid
Revivd dements
Other: Four Square

Other: Four Sguare
Colonia Rev. demantts

No Style
Colonia Rev. dements

No Style

Queen Anne dements
Colonid Revivd
cross-Gambrd
Colonia Revivd
front-Gambre
Colonia Revivd
cross-Gambrd
Colonid Revivd
front-Gambre

Other: Four Square
Colonid Rev. dements
Other Ranch

16
Saus
T™>pe

C/B
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB

NC/B
cB



MHC# NR
Photo
#

Maple Street

Oneda Street

Ases0r/
NRMap#

049-039
049-040

044-460

044-445

049-012
049-155
049-156
049-153
049-151
049-150
049-148
049-022

055-141
055-143

Buttonwood Park HistoricDistrict
New Bedford, M assachusdts

National Regger Didrict Data Shet  June, 1999

Sfreet Address

97 Lake Street

(NW comer Leke/Oneida)

380 Maple Stret
(NE comer Rockdde)
386 Maple Stret
(SE comer Rockdde)

Oneda (W sde),
[lion (E 9de) Streets
18 Ondada Strest

26 Ondda Strest

32 Ondada Strest
Oneda Stregt
Oneda Stret

50 Ondada Strest

59 Ondada Strest

Historic Name

Egbeat G. Bullard House
gaage

FHank W. Peese House

gaege
House

gaege

part of Park
House
gaege
House
House
Vacat (see 19 Jeanny Lind)
Vacant

House

House
at. garege

Date

ca 1920s

na

ca 1950s

na

na

ca 19a0s

ca 1940s

Architectural Style

Bunga ow/Craftsman

Tudor Revival

Colonia Reviva
Dutch Colonia

na

Other: Cgoe

Other: Ranch

Other: Ranch

na

na

Other: Contemporary

Other: Cgoe

17
Saus

Type

cB
cB

cB
cB
cB
cB

na
CB
CB
NC/B
NC/B
na
na

NC/B

cB



MHC# NR Ase=s0r/

Photo NRMap#
#

055-144
055-147
055-140
055-139
055-138
055-148
055-149

055-137
055-136

Rockdale Avenue

044-530

044-437

044-527

Buttonwood Park HistoricDistrict
New Bedford, M assachusts

National Regger Didrict Data Shet  June, 199

Sfreat Address

60 Ondada Stregt

68 Ondada Stret

69 Ondada Stret

73 Ondda Strest

74 Ondda Stregt

76 Ondda Stregt

Oneda Stregt

54 Rockdale Avenue

600 Rockdale Avenue

604 Rockdale Avenue

606 Rockdale Avenue

Historic Name

House
House

gaege
House

gaege
House
House

House

Parking Lot (Dunkin Donuts,
Kempton Street)

House
House

House
gaege

House
gaege

Date

ca 1940s

ca 1940s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1930s

ca 1930s

na

ca 1930s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

Architectural Style

Other: Cgoe
Other: Cgoe
No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style
na

Colonid Reviva
Other: Four Square

Colonia Revivd
Dutch Colonid
(beaded dapboards)
Other: Four Square
Coloniad Reviva

Saus
Type

w O

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B

na

C/B

C/B

C/B
C/B

C/B
C/B



MHC# NR
Photo

#

YeEs

yes
yes
yes
yes

yes

yes

yes 15

yes

Yés

Buttonwood Park Historic District
New Bedford, M assachusdts
National Regge Didrict Data Shest  June, 190

Asesor/ Sfregt Address Historic Name Dae

NRMapt

044-524 646 Rockdale Avenue House ca 1920s
gaage

044-071 656658 Rockdale Avenue  Jaremiah & Kaherine Sullivan 1922

House two family
044528 668 Rockdale Avenue Issec & Marie Dawson House 1925
044-316 672-674 Rockdale Avenue  House, two family 1923
044-315 676 Rockdale Avenue House 1923
gaage
044-314 680 Rockdale Avenue House ca 1920s
gaage
044-313 634 Rockdale Avenue Wadlace G. & Horence B. 1924
Hathaway House

garage, mgticated concrete block

044-312 686688 Rockdale Avenue  Jamnes P. & Eulah (Evelyn F.) Caeh 1922
House

044-311 690 Rockdale Avenue House 1922
gaaoe

044-310 A Rockdale Avenue House ca 1920s
gaage

044-309 698 Rockdale Avenue Hary & Ellen Allen House 1921
gaage

044-306 702 Rockdale Avenue House ca 1920s

gaage

Architecturd Style

Colonia Revival
Dutch Colonial
(brick, red date)
Other: Four Square
Quean Anne/Colonial
Reviva dements
Colonia Revival

No Style

Bunga ow/Craftsman

Other: Four Square

(dltered)
Other: Four Square

Bunga ow/Craftsman

Bunga ow/Craftsman
exceptiond

Bungdow/Craftsman
exceptiond

Bunga ow/Craftsman

Bungdow/Craftsman

Safris
Type

CB
CB

cB

CB
CB

CB
CB
CB
cB
cB
cB

CB

cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB
cB



MHC# NR
Photo
#

YEs

yes

yes

yes

YEs

YEs

yes

YEs

Ases0r/
NRMap#
050-420

050-419

050-418
050-417
050-503

050-215

050-004
050-370
050-457
050-459
050-460
050-002

049-143

Buttonwood Park Historic District

Nav Bedford, Massachusdts

National Regge Didrict Data Sest  June, 199

Sfreat Address

708 Rockdale Avenue

712 Rockdale Avenue

716 Rockdale Avenue

720-722 Rockdale Avenue

(SE comer Court St)
726 Rockdale Avenue
(NE comer Court &)
732 Rockdale Avenue
736 Rockdale Avenue
738 Rockdale Avenue

740 Rockdale Avenue

752 Rockdale Avenue
7% Rockdale Avenue

761 Rockdale Avenue

Historic Name

House
garage mgticated concrete block

Alvert V. & Hden B. Woodacre

House

House

gaage
McGill-Watson House

two family

House

4-car mstic. conc-block garage
Napoleon & MarieL Gregorie H
msticated concrete-block garage

House

House
gaage
ChalesR. and William R.
Humphrey House (rentd)
garage msticated concrete block
GraceM. Coffin House

gaege
House

House

Dae

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

1915

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

ca 1920s

Architecturd Style

Colonid Revivd
Dutch Colonial

Other: Cgpoe
(cobblestone
foundation, chimney)

Bunga oid/Craftsman

No Style
Front-gable
Bungad ow/Craftsman

Colonid Revivd

Bungad ow/Craftsman
Bungd ow/Craftsman

Other: Four Sguare
Colonid Reviva

Other: Cgpe

Bungd ow/Craftsman

No Style

20
Saus

Type

C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B



MHC# NR
Photo
#

YEs

YeEs

yes

YEs

YEs

yes

yes

YEs

YEs

yes

YEs

yes

Assesor/
NRM apt
049-138
050-446
050-445
049-136
049-134
050-444
049-132

049-130

049-128
050-442
050-502

049-047

Buttonwood Park Historic District
Newv Bedford, M assachusts

National Regiger Digrict Data Shest  June, 199

Sreat Address

763-765 Rockdale Avenue

764 Rockdale Avenue

768 Rockdale Avenue

769-771 Rockdale Avenue

773 Rockdale Avenue

774 Rockdale Avenue

775 Rockdale Avenue

777-779 Rockdale Avenue

778 Rockdale Avenue

781 Rockdale Avenue

780-782 Rockdale Avenue

784 Rockdale Avenue

785-787 Rockdale Avenue

Historic Name

House

gaege
House

New Bedford Gas & Edison Light

Co. Building
House
gaeoge

House
Janes T. Francis House

House

3-car rudtic, cone, block garage

House, two-family
House

House

Doumoulin-Harris House

two-family
House

garage msticated concrete block

House, two-family

Dae

ca 1920

ca 1920

1956

ca 1920

ca 1920

ca 1920

1919

1916

ca 1920s

Architecturd Style

No Style
Quean Annedements

Bungdow/Craftsman

No Style
Colonia Rev. dements

No Style
Quean Annedements

Quean Anne
well preserved
Bungdow/Craftsman

Bungdow/Craftsman

No Style

Bungdow/ Craftsman
exceptiond

Other: Four Square

Craftsman dements

No Style

Quean Annedements

Other: Four Square
banded shiplap siding

No Style

Gable-front

Saus
Type

C/B
C/B
CB
NC/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
CB
CB
CB
C/B
CB
C/B
CB
C/B

C/B
CB



MHC# NR
Photo
#

yes

yes

yes

yes

Assesor/
NRMapt
050-003
049-045
050477

050-537
050-533

West Clinton Street

044-463
044-462

Buttonwood Park Historic District
Newv Bedford, Massachusts
National Regider Didrict Data Shest  June, 190

Sregt Address Historic Name Date

788 Rockdale Avenue House 1921

789 Rockdale Avenue Percy A. RuthB. Woodland He 1929
garage rudticated concrete block

790 Rockdale Avenue House ca 1920s
gaage

796 Rockdale Avenue House 1916

472 Weg Clinton Strect House ca 1920s

(SE comer Rockdde)

Architectural Style

Other: Four Square

No Style (possble moved,
dtered 19th century house)

Other: Four Square

Colonid Revivd
Dutch Colonial
exceptiona

Bunga ow/Craftsman
(Stucco) exceptiond

22
Saus

Type

WO

cB

cB
cB
cB
cB
cB

cB
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Buttonwood Park Historic Bristol, 00000915
District Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X _Photographs (#2)

USGS Map
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretar)' of the Commonwealth

Massachusetts Historical Commission
July 10, 2000

Ms. Carol Shull
National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400
1849 C dtreet, NW
Washington, DC 20240
NATIONAL REGISTER, HISTORY
Dear Ms. Shull: & EDUCATION
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Enclosed plessefind the following nomination form:
Buttonwood Park Historic District, New Bedford (Bristol Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the Siate Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included inthis Certified Local
Government community district were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 60 to
90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. We request
expedited review of this nomination.

Hease note that, as part of the nomination, a sgparate mailing tube is being sent which containsa
st of eight assessor's mgpsfor the District.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cc: Tony Souza, Chair, New Bedford Historical Commission
Shary Berg, Candace Jenkins Presarvation Consultants
Hon. Fred Kalisz, Mayor, City of New Bedford
David Kennedy, Chair, New Bedford Planning Board
Jean Bennett, Hden Fine, Friends of Buttonwood Park

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 72"'-8470
WNV/V.state.ma.u.s/'sec/mhc



The Commonwealth of Massschusats™»
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

June 19, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Hlaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Re Buttonwood Park Higtoric District, New Bedford, (Bristol County) MA - technica
amendment

Dear Ms. Shull:

Hees= correct the following technica errors in the above-referenced National Regider
nomination:

1 On pege 15 of section 7, pege 10 of section 8, and the digtrict datashest, the historic name
of the property a 789 Rockdde Avenue should be changed to the Percy A. and Ruth V.
Woodland House (incorrectly listed as the Percy A. and Ruth V. Woodward House)

2. On pege 10 of section 8, in the fourth paragrgph, the sscond and final sentence of the
narrative should be changed to read: "Percy worked for John Woodland & Son, a
grocery dore located & 478 Kempton Street.”

The above referenced peges are encdlosad with the errors highlighted. Correction pegesare aso
enclosd.

The current owner of the property a 789 Rockdde Avenue hes brought these errors to our
atention and is requesting documentation that they have been corrected. Thank you for your
atention to this metter.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

CC: Cathryn F. Bowers, PO. Box 4091, New Bedford, MA 02741
Antone G. Souza, Chairperson, New Bedford Historical Commisson
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. sate. ma. us'sec/mhc



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Buttonwood Park National Register District
New Bedford (Bristol County)
M assachusetts

Section number 7 Page 15

Two Story

The house & 350 Hawthorne Street (ca 1920; Colonial Revival; map #38-058) isthe most imposing
example of atwo-story Colonia Reviva syle housein the district. Itisdistinguished by its large scae,
well-conceived proportions and detail, quality materids, and alarge lot a the southwest comer of
Rockdde Avenue. Thisdegant houseisbuilt on arectangular plan and rises2 and 12 dories from a
brick foundation to adate gable roof with anarrow molded comice and small end retums. Three gable-
roof dormers with arched lightsare evenly goaoaed across the front roof dope. One chimney rises dong
the left exterior end wall and anotherri sesthrough the right reer roof dope. The exterior walls are
sheathed with shiplap. Smply framed windows gopear Singly and in pairs and contain 8/1 seeh. The
symmetrica Hawthome Street facade is centered on the main entrance which consgsof apanded
wooden door surmounted by assgmenta fanlight. Itisfronted by an open porch whose curved roof is
supported on dender, paired, Tuscan columns. The whitewith black shutterspaint schameistypical of
the style.

The houseis shown off to advantage on a comparatively large and visible comer lot that ismaintainedin
turf with foundation plantings. A small one-bay garagewith an unusud Pdladian window in the geble
dands to the right of the house

The Issec and Marie Dawson House a 666 Rockdale Avenue (1925; mgp #44-528) is aless daborate,
but still fine, example of atwo gory Colonia Reviva syle house Itsbroad, symmetrica facade is
centered on an entrance heeded by a broken, ssgmentd pediment. Three-part windows with 6/1 and 4/1
sxh frame the entrance. Second story windows are paired. With a29' x 39' footprint, the house
contained nine rooms plus a sunroom. 1t cogt $20,000. The housewas desgned by architect Leo
LaBronde and constmcted by the J. W. Bishop Company, both local New Bedford firms.

The Percy A. and Ruth V. Woodward House & 789 Rockdale Avenue (1929; mgp #49-045) isan
unusud two gtory Colonia Revival style house whase boxy proportions hark back to the mid-19th
century. Itisendosad by adae gable roof with comice retums and agabled dormer centered on the
front dope. The foundationisbrick. Exterior walls are covered with clgpboard. Trim conssts of wide
comer pilagers for this date and an enteblature. An exterior chimney risesaong the northwall. The
center entrance is fronted by aporch with paired Tuscan columns. The house was designed by architect
E. G. Bullard and constmcted by builder James Sykes, both of New Bedford.

(continued)
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Fisher and Evelyn Abramson House at 392 Hawthor ne Street (1926; map #38-046)
This sx room dwelling was one of severd congmcted by local builder J. O. Manny. Abramson was a
lawyer with offices & 7 North Sixth Street, New Bedford.

James P. and Evelyn Cash House at 686 Rockdale Avenue (1922; mgp #44-312)
This bimgaow was designed by architect Fa A. Rousseau and built by local contractor, Carleton C.
Pane. They are probably responsblefor al threebuildings. James Cagh was apoliceman and Evelyn

was atdephone operator.

Isaac and Marie Dawson House at 666 Rockdale Avenue (1925; mgp #44-528)

Thistwo-story Colonia Reviva style house cogt $20,000. It was designed by architect Leo LaBronde
and congmcted by the J. W. Bishop Company, both local New Bedford firms. Issac Dawson was athe
owner of the Dawson Brewery.

Percy A. and Ruth V. Woodward Houseat 789 Rockdale Avenue (1929; mgp #49-045)

This Colonid Reviva syle housewas designed by architect E. G. Bullard and constmcted by builder
James Sykes, both of New Bedford. Percy worked for John Woodward & Son, agrocery dore located a
368 Kempton Street.

796 Rockdale Avenue (1916; map #50-533)

This House was congmcted by Edwin D. Lawton who does not gppear to havelived there. Lawton aso
congmcted 3 Lake Street. He worked for a plumbing company known as the E. F. Penney & Company
prior to founding the firm of Lawton & Ddano.

Grace M. Coffin House at 752 Rockdale Avenue (1934; map #50-459, 460)
This house was constmcted a a cost of $ 11,000 by New Bedford builder, John F. Tinkham. Grace was
the widow of JamesH. Coffin.

Architects and Builders

All of the architects and builders identified as working in the park and its surrounding neighborhood
werelocal firms basad inthe New Bedford area Mogt of the city's prominent tum-of-the-century
architects designed a least one building within the district. They include Browne & Poole, Nat C.
Smith, Samud C. Hunt, Louis Desremps, William Tallman, and Egbert Bullard.

(continued)
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