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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: two-story frame house constructed of pine cypress 

with gable roof and bracketed eaves of considerable protrusion. 

Front left projection of facade contains a bay window with crowning 

balustrade, arched windows (one double) with surmounting "architraves", 

and front entrance with separate arched porch decorated with lattice 

work and supported by chamfered columns. Arched double doors contain 

original etched glass in top portion. Verandah and supporting 

chamfered columns across remainder of front facade. Bay window on 

each side of house.

Interior: unusual four square plan with central dividing hall, 

front of which is utilized for an entrance hall, the back a staircase.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1872, in the then popular "Cottage Style" and bearing 

the theme of a modified Tuscan villa the house is of unquestionable 

Andrew Jackson Downing inspiration, and is one of the best examples 

of "Cottage Architecture" in South Carolina. Remaining virtually as 

built the home where Woodrow Wilson spent part of his boyhood today 

provides a glimpse into the world of the 1870 f s which influenced the 

boy who became the twenty-eighth President of the United States.

Built by the Reverend Joseph Ruggles Wilson, professor at the 

Columbia Theological Seminary 1870-1874, minister First Presbyterian 

Church 1871-1873, and father of Thomas Woodrow Wilson. Occupied by 

the family until 1875 when the Wilsons moved from South Carolina.

Restored by Historic Columbia Foundation, house contains gas 

lights of the period (earliest lighting was gas), 1870 f s oak graining, 

and original iron mantels painted to resemble marble. Wilson furni­ 

ture includes mahogany sideboard, bed in wbeih Woodrow Wilson was 

born and Mrs. Wilson's Bibles. Other furnishings came from similar 

Columbia homes of the period.

On the lawn, which is surrounded by a picket fence, are tea 

olives, magnolias and dogwoods planted by the Wilsons.
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