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WALTHAM, MA 
Waltham 

MRA 

Address 56 W h i t t i e r Street 

H i s t o r i c Name 

House 

Benjamin Wellington 

Use Present 

O r i g i n a l  

DESCRIPTION  

Date c. 1810 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Source El i z a b e t h Castner, A r c h i v i s t , 
Waltnam FTTBTTc Lib r a r y 

S t y l e Federal 

A r c h i t e c t — unknown 

E x t e r i o r Wall Fabric  

Outbuildings Hon-g^ 

shingle, b r i c k 

Major A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h dates) 

l e a s t one l a t e r e l l KjrtU'(/,if;j 

Condition good 

Moved - no Date -n/a. 

Acreage O.IS\ sg. f t . -7-15-3 

S e t t i n g On h i l l o c k surrounded by 

modern r e s i d e n t i a l development. 

UTM REFERENCE hl5 530Af-.^'^8^n 

USGS QUADRANGLE Ltz\ IMhTDM 

SCALE /--Z^ nco 

Kecor ded by Edward W. Gordon 

Organ iza t ion Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Comn: 

Date June, 1986 

revised C. Jenkins 2/8S 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

56 Whittier Avenue represents the nucleus of an early 19th c. Trapelo Road 
farm. I t i s one of the c i t y ' s very few "brickender" Federal houses. I t has 
sig n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l associations with the Wellingtons, a family that figured 
prominently i n the annals of 18th and 19th c. Waltham hi s t o r y . The Benjamin 
Wellington House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and strong associations v i t h Waltham's a g r i c u l t u r a l history. I t meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
ev a l u a t e i n terms of o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the community. 

56 Whittier Avenue i s part of Waltham's small, but choice, collec t i o n of 
"brickender" Federal houses. This i s a r e l a t i v e l y substantial house with a 
commodious 5-bay x 3-bay main block. This i s the only "brickender" i n Waltham 
with twin-linked chimneys at each end. Encircling the south and east sides of 
the house i s a handsome, fl u t e d Tuscan-columned porch with slatwork r a i l i n g s . 
I n general, windows are simply and f u l l y enframed, with 2/1 wood replacement 
sash. Projecting from the northeast corner i s a 2-story e l l with gable roof -
evidently t h i s i s a l a t e 19th century addition. Projecting from the northwest 
corner of the house i s a modern, 2-story addition. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n t h e r o l e owners pl a y e d i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development of the community. 

The Benjamin Wellington Farm i s the most westerly of the old estates of 
Trapelo. Prior to 1760, i t s land belonged to Waltham's Fiske family. According 
to Edmund L. Sanderson, William Fiske Jr. "began buying land i n 1729 when he was 
almost 25 years old, and when he married Mary Sanderson i n November 1733, he 
owned at least 38 acres bordering on the Lexington l i n e and the meadows north 
and northwest of the Great Pond. His house, probably b u i l t about than time, was 
on the north side of Trapelo Rd." William-Fiske Jr. died i n 1760. His 100 
acre estate passed to his daughter who had married Nathaniel Bridges. In 1762, 
the Bridges sold t h i s land to Deacon Isaac Stern. From him the t i t l e passed to 
his grandson Phineas and to his great granddaughter Mary, wife of Benjamin 
Wellington. This farm remained i n the Wellinton family u n t i l the early 20th 
century - by that time Robert McAdoo operated a dairy farm here 

. . . After World War I I , the land was subdivided for 
suburban t r a c t development. 

Note: Wellingtons settled along Trapelo Road as early as the l a t e 17th century . 
Joseph Wellinton b u i l t a house on the south side of Trapelo Road near the 
northeast corner of the land now oraed by the Walter E. Fernald State School. I t 
was b u i l t on A acres that he bought there i n 1670. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Maps: 1830, 1854 

Atlases: 1875, 1886, 1911, 1915, 1923 8/85 
?f Waltham Directories 1915, 1930, 1939 

Sanderson, Edmund L. Waltham: 1630-1884, Waltham Historical Society Archives, 
1936 
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91. Waltham Gas and Ele c t r i c Company ^ Keepe 
Generating Plant Entered In the 

liatioiial Seglster Attest 

92. Waltham High School Srt^-re 
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96. Wellington, William, House -A^tT^epex^yy^-^^^^c^-i.^^,^^ ^ 

95. Wellington, Benjamin, House 
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Entered l : i tb^ Y 
MatlonaJ H^cietax Attest 
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Well i n g t o n , Benjamin, House 

Waltham MRA 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/21/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/21/89 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001523 
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REQUEST: N SAMPLE: 

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current •• • . ,4, ;i r-sx.- 1*: 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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• 
1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
56 Whittier Avenue 
Benjamin Wellington House 
61-L-ll MtfC / ( , z 
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Benjamin Wellington House #163 
56 Whittier Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept. /K 
lot =7-15-3 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


