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NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i fapplicable)

56 Whittier Avenue represents the nucleus of anearly 19th c. Trapelo Road
farm | tis oneofthe city's very few"brickender" Federal houses. |t has
significant historical associations with the Wellingtons, a famly that figured
promnently inthe annals of 18th and 19th c. Walthamhistory. The Benj ami n
Wel l'ington House possesses integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship,
feeling andstrong associations vith Waltham's agricultural history. |t nmeets
criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within thecommunity.

56 Whittier Avenue i s part of Walthams small, but choice, collectionof
"brickender" Federal houses. This is arelatively substantial house witha
commodi ous 5-bay x 3-bay main block. This is the only "brickender" in Valtham
with twin-linked chimeys at each end. Encircling the south andeast sides of
the house i s a handsone, fluted Tuscan-columed porch with slatwork railings.
In general, windows are simply andfully enframed, with 2/ 1 wood replacenent
sash. Projectingfrom the northeast corner is a 2-story el lwith gable roof -
evidently this is alate 19th century addition. Projectingfrom the northwest
corner of the house i s a nodern, 2-story addition.

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain t herole owners played i nlocal or state
history and howthe building relates tothedevelopment of thecommunity.

The Benjamin Wellington Farmi s the nost westerly of the old estates of
Trapelo. Prior to 1760, it sland belonged to Waltham s Fiske family. According
to Ednund L. Sanderson, W liamFiske Jr. "began buying land in 1729 when he was
al mst 25 years ol d, andwhen hemarried Mary Sanderson i n Novenber 1733, he
owned at |east 38 acres bordering onthe Lexington line andthe neadows north
and northwest of the Great Pond. His house, probably built about than time, was
on the north side of Trapelo Rd." WIlliamFiske Jr. died in 1760. His 100
acre estate passed to his daughter who hadmarried Nathaniel Bridges. |In 1762,
the Bridges sold this land to Deacon Isaac Stern. Fromhim the title passedt o
his grandson Phineas andto his great granddaughter Mary, wife of Benjamin
Wellington. This farm remained in the Wellinton fam |y until the early 20th
century - by that time Robert MAdoo operated a dairy farm here
. After World War 1, the |land was subdivided for
suburban tract devel opment.

Note: Wellingtons settled along Trapelo Road as early as the late 17th century .
Joseph Wellinton built a house onthe south side of Trapelo Road near the
northeast corner of the land noworaed by the Walter E Fernald State School. |t
was built on Aacres that he bought there in 1670.
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