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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Greenbanks Hollow covered bridge consists of a single span

supported by.two flanking timber queenpost trusses. The trusses
incorporate 1ron suspension rods which extend from upper apexes
of the diagonal braces to the bottom chords. A central laminate
stringer has been added to the underside of the floor beams for
reinforcement; the stringer comprises a number of shorter timber
tie-bolted together.

Recently the bridge has been additionally reinforced by two stee
beams laid on the deck immediately inside the trusses and tie-
bolted to the chords. The beams extend 49 feet from the south
portal; at their north ends, two concrete-filled corrugated
metal pipes have been placed under the bridge as a temporary
bent. A concrete retaining wall has been built on the north
edge of the brook to support the bent. The original abutments
are built of irregular stone laid dry; the north abutment has
mostly collapsed.

The Greenbanks Hollow bridge is skewed at the south portal,

being almost 73 feet long at floor level on the west side and
74.5 feet on the east side. The gable ends project 4.5 feet

beyond the floor at each portal. The bridge is 16.5 feet wide
and has a 15-foot roadway. The wood floor consists of planks
laid on edge and parallel to the trusses, with other planks over
laid flat and transversely to serve as driving surfaces.

On the exterior, the heavy timbers pegged together to form the
trusses (and side walls) of the bridge are sheathed with un-
painted flush boards hung vertically. The boards reach only
about half the height of the side walls; the upper-halves are
open, revealing the structural members. ’

The gable ends are also sheathed with flush boards hung verti-
cally, which display weathered traces of white paint. The
portal openings are rectangular except for diagonal upper.
corners. The sheathing flares outward from the portal openings
:to the eaves. The medium-pitch gable roof is. covered. .with .
‘corrugated metal sheeting. There are extraordinarily wide overH
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Greenbanks Hollow covered bridge is the last covered wood
bridge to survive in the town of Danville. Herbert Wheaton
Congdon states that the bridge was built originally without
its roof and was covered later.l During recent years the
bridge has been allowed to deteriorate structurally and now
is threatened with demolition.

The Greenbanks Hollow bridge displays marked architectural
similarity to the five covered bridges in the adjoining town
of Lyndon. Generally the bridges have open upper walls, ex-
tended eaves, projecting gable ends, and portals framed either
with diagonal upper corners or arches, each complemented by
similar forms under the eaves. These characteristics identify
the most distinctive regional design among the covered bridges
in Vermont.

The covered bridges of Vermont. are among its most cherished
and symbolic historic resources. About one hundred bridges
still stand in the state, the greatest concentration by area
of covered bridges in the country.2 Many of these bridges are
integral parts of unique architectural environments whose
physical setting and cultural context have been little altered
until recently. Now, however, pervasive highway expansion,
intensive commercial development, and physical neglect are
changing drastically the historic environment and threatening
the covered bridges. The Vermont Division of Historic Sites,
therefore, wishes to extend the recognition and protection of
the National Register to the majority of the surviving covered
bridges, including the Greenbanks Hollow covered bridge.

1. H. W. Congdon, The Covered Bridge, Vermont Books,
Middlebury, Vt., 1970, p. 67.

2. R. S. Allen, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, The
Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, Vt., 1957, p. 50.
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tional Hxstonc Preservatmn Act of 1966 (Publxc Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated‘ac_cordlz.ne; to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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National [] State X Local [
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National Register.
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