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i. Name of Property
sistoric neme  Zip Auto
oir =1 names/site number

2. Location

srzet & number 251 West Main Street ~_nj/ajnot for publication
--. town  Missoula nl/al vicinity
sz Montana code 030 county Missoula code 063 zip code 539802

3. Classification

Cenership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Z orivate @ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
~ oublic-local [ district 1 buildings
: oublic-State Dsite sinest
: cublic-Federal D structure structures

D object objects

‘ 1 Total

Nzme of r'elatefd muitipie property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
ristorical Resources in Missoula, 1864-1940 listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
X_ nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

: Mol j_QJ,\&A S I4-%0

| Signature of certitying official y 6 Date

MY SiPy

Steie ¢r Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signeture of commenting or other official Date

Siate or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification :
I, nereby, centify that this property is: Entered In tO®

iy , \ Reglister
[+ entered in the National Register. /\% b jb,c _ ¥ational Reg /
"] see continuation sheet. 7 P ‘VL““//: F 77/ .3(7/?0

___determined eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.

Edetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register. )
[ other, (explain:) e e B
/

<{¢—\/81/gnalure of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Automobile repair shop _

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Automobile Repair Shop

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Art Moderne

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __CONCrete

walls concrete

roof asphalt

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Z1p Auto 1is a one-story, poured concrete, L-shaped, Art Moderne style
automobile repair shop with a flat roof. It has four Main Street-side
bays, large, multipane garage doors and windows, decorative, inset

stripping and signs, and a concrete foundation. The building is located
in the central business district near the intersection of West Main and
West Front Streets and actually fronts on both streets as it sports two
primary facades. It is located in a block of one-story historic
buildings, almost all of which have been remodeled with a resulting
loss to the historic fabric of the area.

The building has a a slightly projecting sheet-metal-covered concrete
cornice. The eastern-most bay on the north (Main Street) side of the
building is about one and one-half feet taller than the west portion of
the building. The top half of it has mounted wood or metal letters
spelling "ZIP" over inset and vertically arranged letters reading "AUTO
SHOP" separated by inset chevron ornamentation. The lower portion of
the bay is separated from the entry door and plate glass window by a
horizontal transom window band. The wooden door with its full-length
window appears to be original.

The west section of the north side of the building has three bays
consisting of multi-pane and paneled wood frame, overhead, multi-
sectioned garage doors, each divided from the other by concrete piers
with vertical inset stripping, which also runs horizontally above the
garage doors. Concrete plinths are located at the base of the piers.
The words "SERVICE," "LUBRICATION," and "ALINEMENT," [sic] are

located above the garage doors. A black metal sign with words "Zip Auto
Service" lettered in neon projects at right angles. to the building.

The south side of the building has "ZIP AUTO SERVICE" over the south
garage doors. The "L" part of the building is located on its south
side and has a south-facing, multi-pane garage door and a west-facing
metal-frame, multipane window. The corners of this ell are rounded.

The interior df the building has one concrete wall and pits used to
service motor vehicles, all of which are part of the original building.

The building has excellent integrity of design, materials, and
-workmanship. Even the doors, window, and neon sign are original. The
interior of the building also retains its original integrity. The
building was once unpainted concrete but has been painted white.



8. Statement of Significance

Cenrtifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
(I nationally __[.-]statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]JA [ ]B [X]c [b

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B [ Jc [lb (Je OJF Ole

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1937-1940 1937
Commerce

Cultural Affiliation

n/a
Significant Person Architect/Builder
n/a ' H.E. Kirkemo

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Zip Auto building is eligible for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places because it is oné of the buildings in Missoula that
best represents the important role played by the automobilé in
Missoula by the 1930s and because of its stylized functional design.
The building still functions as an automobile repair shop. Zip Auto is
also one of the best examples of Art Moderne architecture in the
Missoula area and was designed by one of the city's most prominent
architects, H. E. Kirkemo. None of the Art Moderne features, including
the rounded corners and inset lettering and ornamentation, have been
altered.

This building was designed by H. E. Kirkemo and constructed in 1937,
when the property was owned by Tom Meisinger and George Colville, who
owned the building throughout the historic period. The only other
owners have been the Flodbergs, the present owners. The building has
always been Zip Auto Service.

[ ]see continuation sheet
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DSee continuation sheet
Zrevious documentation on file (NPS):

: oreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
rzs been requested State historic preservation office
—__oreviously listed in the National Register [ Jother State agency
: oreviously determined eligible by the National Register [:]Feo’eral agency
:designated a National Historic Landmark [ Jtocat government
: recorded by Historic American Buildings - DUniversity
Survey # [:]Other
: recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property ___1€sS than one acre

UTM References

A 324 [2]17116,5:0) 15,119.510:8,0] 3 ST N N R R B B B B
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
ORI I U N BT O S B A >3 T I I R T O SR B

DSee continuation sheet

VYerbal Boundary Description

McCormick Addition, Block 26, Lots 12-13

D See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the city lots upon which the historic building was erected.

DSee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namenitie _William A. Babcock, Jr., Missoula Historic Preservation Qfficer

organization __City of Missoula date _August 1989
~-t—;:5ueet& number.ZO] WeSt SDY’UCG Sto telephone 406/7?1-47()0 ext ?‘30

city or town _MissouTa ~ state __Montana zip code 29802




