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The Thompson-Fasbender House, built in 1880, is an example of the 
French Second Empire style of architecture. It is a brick building con 
structed on a high limestone foundation.

The north half of the L shaped house is two and one half stories in 
height and contains a great deal of architectural decoration. The south 
half is one and one half stories in height and is less elaborately decorated.

The north or front facade of the house exhibits a two story bay window 
capped by an octagonal tower. The recessed front entry is framed with 
decorative stone banding. The decorative stone is repeated in the lintels 
over the windows. The mansard roof is ornately decorated with scalloped 
wood shingles. The ridge of the roof is decorated with a bracketted cornice. 
Pedimented dormers adorn the roof. A boxed cornice with a full frieze 
supported by brackets runs along the base of the roof line.

Although the house has housed a facility other than a single family 
residence and has been converted to an apartment it has retained its original 
exterior design integrity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Thompson-Fasbender House is due to the style of 
architecture it represents.

This large French Second Empire residence was constructed by Mr. William 
Thompson in 1880. He was the proprietor of a sawmill and incorporated the 
finest materials into the construction of the house.

It was purchased by Dr. Herman Fasbender, Sr. who served as Mayor of 
Hastings as well as being a physician. The house was converted to St. Raphaels 
Hospital in 1929 and was used for that purpose until the 1950s when a new hospital 
was built.

Today it has been converted to apartment units and is in excellent state of 
preservation.

The Thompson-Fasbender House is a significant important architectural 
element in the City of Hastings and is a fine example of the French Second 
Empire style of architecture
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