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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present exterior physical appearance of East College has not been changed from the 
original except for the addition of fire escapes on the south* east and west sides and for 
the planting and growth of carefully distributed trees.

The building is a combination of features of several architectural styles and is the only 
building situated on a spacious, four-acre lot of the DePauw University Campus. The plans 
for East College offered by J.A. Vrydagh of Terre Haute, Indiana, were accepted by the trustee; 
of Indiana Asbury Universi€y^In~1868i_. Contracts for the excavation of the basement and 
the laying of the foundation were assigned in 1869 and 1870, respectively. The cornerstone 
was laid in 1870. Although the building was dedicated in 1877, it was not completed until 
1882 when Meharry Hall and the basement (first floor) were finished. The construction delays 
Kact been caused by financial difficulties.

East College is red brick except for the first (basement) story, the horizontal moldings, the 
chimneys, the door and window moldings and entrance steps and porches, all of which are stone 
The north entrance porch is an artistic blend of Gothic arch and column design. The modified 
Corinthian column capitals display skillfully planned letters "A" in the carving. These 
letters are assumed to denote "Asbury".

There are four impressive entrance doors, one on each side of the building. Each door is 
ornamented with a Gothic arch design. The first and second story windows are rectangular 
except for the second story bay which has three Gothic-arched windows. The top of the bay 
forms a balcony for the windows above. Two-story-height windows, both Gothic and rectangu­ 
lar, unite the third and fourth stories on all sides of the building. Accenting the 
window pattern on each face of East College are four gables surmounted by false chimneys. 
The east and west gables have the letter "A" as part of the molding.

The slate-shingled Mansard roof has three flat copper decks, the largest of which is over 
Meharry Hall. These decks are enclosed with low metal-over-wood sheathing walls having 
ornamental iron balustrades. Chimneys, although no longer used, continue to be an interest­ 
ing feature of the overall appearance. Also visible at the roof and blending with the 
general design are circular ventilators.

East College has three towers. The square bell tower has a pyramidal upper section that 
displays a face of the clock on each of its four scalloped-shingled sides. The clock 
activates the bell to ring hourly, but the bell must be rung by hand to announce class 
sessions. The clock and bell had been installed by 1881. The observatory tower is a domed 
structure having eight vertical sides resembling windows and doors. There is a globe at 
the extreme top and the entire tower has been painted gray. This tower was no used for 
the purpose for which it had been built because smoke from surrounding chimneys made the 
location a poor one for an observatory. The smaller third tower above the east entrance 
door is square with a pyramidal roof having gabled dormers.

The overall appearance of East College is one of quiet dignity, strength5, propriety and lack 
of confusion and clutter. It is a living pioneer from an early education era. The exterior 
building materials show the superficial effects of time and weather, but, structurally, the 
building is still well-preserved and functional, and it is still being used for the purpose 
for which it was built.
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The interior physical appearance of East College has been altered to meet present functional 
and educational needs, but the original structure remains intact. The building is'now in 
the planning stages for restoration, renovation, preservation and full utilization. Al­ 
though educational requirements have so changed that the interior must be modified to meet 
these requirements, the modification can be achieved without destroying architectural detail,

Classrooms and offices were originally planned for each floor. Some of these rooms were 
quite large with ceilings ranging in height from ten feet in the basement (first floor), 
sixteen feet on the second 'floor and twelve feet on the third and fourth floors. The floors 
were either tiled or carpeted; the walls were papered in carefully chosen colors and 
patterns. Some of the ceilings were £S:escoe$ with scenes depicting the four seasons. Wood­ 
en shutters hung inside the windows, and some of these shutters are still hanging. Light­ 
ing was provided by lamps and ornate chandeliers.

One of the basement rooms was alloaated as a furnace room becuase steam heat was planned 
from the beginning for East College. The age of the various radiators throughout the build­ 
ing has not been determined.

The second floor corridor has high Gothic-arched windows leading into the classrooms; these 
windows may have been planned originally for ventilation. The original floors and stairs 
are still in use. The only fireplace in the building is marble and is located on the 
third floor in a classroom that was once a part of the college president's quarters. The 
fireplace is not used.

Meharry Hall with the stage, rows of seating, balcony and upper auditorium dominates the 
third and fourth floors. The stage has been enlarged to accommodate the activities of an 
increasing enrollment. The original balcony extended completely across the north side of 
the Hall, but the organ installation in 1914 necessitated removing the center section and 
limiting the balcony to two sections, one on the east and one on the west. Although the 
organ console has been removed, the pipes still remain.

The woods used in the construction include oak, sycamore, ash, pine and poplar. Their 
richness is visible in the lustrous finish of ornate door and window framing, bannisters 
and newel posts, but the sturdy floors and steps are worn with many, many footsteps.

Much of East College was completed as donations arrived. In gratitude for the donations, 
the trustees placed the names of the donors upon doors and in corridors. Many of the 
names are still present.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building known as "East College" was the second college building of Indiana Asbury 
University, the first Methodist College to be established in Indiana. Granted its charter 
in 1837, Asbury became a leading educational institution. The charter stated that the 
college was to be "for the benefit of the youth of every class of citizens, and of every 
denomination, who shall be freely admitted to equal advantages and privileges of education".

Less than two years after the dedication in 1877 of the still unfinished but stately new 
building, the original college building, West College, was almost completely destroyed by 
fire. The disaster left East College as the heir to forty-two years of scholastic achieve­ 
ment.

Construction of the East College building progressed only as funds became available with 
the result that the entire project lasted for thirteen years (1869-1882). The building 
was carefully planned, skillfully designed and well constructed so that now, one hundred 
years later, it is still a functional educational structure. Only minimum alterations 
have been necessary, and these, all interior, have not changed the building structurally.». 
A splendid example of nineteenth century architecture, it displays an interesting 
coordination of various architectural styles with attention to detail in materials, doors, 
windows, moldings, columns, towers and roof design. Each surface of the exterior has been 
treated with importance as has every detail of the interior. The architectural design 
is so effective that the building has the ability to transport the observer back to the 
time of both the gentle manners and the rugged strength of a young nation, eager to learn 
and grow.

The name of Indiana Asbury University was changed to DePauw University in 1884 in honor of 
a noted benefactor, Washington Charles DePauw.

Following the destruction of West College, the new East College stood for a few months as 
the only college building on the somewhat penurious Asbury campus; now it stands as the 
oldest building on the prospering DePauw campus.

East College is a living remembrance of many prominent persons who are linked with Asbury/ 
DePauw, The list is so extensive that only a few can be mentioned.

Asbury f s first president, Matthew Simpson, was the 'first of six^Asbury/DePauw presidents 
to become bishops of the Methodist Church. An advisory to Presient Lincoln upon such matters 
as the proclation freeing the slaves, he later delivered the oration at the funeral of the 
assassinated President, The other Asbury president to become a bishop was Thomas Bowman, 
Chaplain of the U.S. Senate from 1864 to 1865.
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Serving as early members of the Asbury Board of Trustees were Judge A. C. Downey, state 
supreme court; Henry S. Lane, governor and U.S. Senator; Governor Joseph A. Wright and 
Clem Studebaker of the famous South Bend carriage works.

A popular teacher, voluminous writer and outstanding lecturer of Asbury was the historian, 
John Clark Ridpath. He assumed many responsibilities in the East College Building Project 
and was interested in the progress of women students, who were first admitted to the 
University in 1867.

Foreign students were first recorded in 1874 with the attendance of three students from 
Brazil. Among the first Japanese students to be admitted to Asbury in 1877 were Sutemi 
Chinda and Aimaro Sato. Supporting themselves, they advanced from their attic quarters in 
West College to the Imperial Court in Tokyo.

Several Asbury alumni became state governors. Among them were Albert G. Porter (graduate 
of 1843), Indiana (later Minister to Italy); Newton Booth (1846), California; Thomas W. 
Bennett (1855), Idaho; Henry A. Buchtel (1872), Colorado and Samuel H. Elrod (1882), South 
Dakota.

James Harlan (1845) became a U.S. Senator from Iowa, advisor to President Lincoln, Secretary 
of the Interior at the end of the Lincoln administration and father-in-law of Robert Todd 
Lincoln upon the marriage of his daughter to the President's son. Roy 0. West (1890) 
also served as Secretary of the Interior at the end of the Coolidge administration.

The brilliant orator, Senator Albert J. Beveridge graduated in 1885, and Charles A. Beard 
(1898) was one of the few men honored by being elected to the presidency of both the 
American Historical Association and the American Political Science Association.

Other alumni include Percy S. Julian (1920) head of Julian Laboratories, Inc., and renowned 
for his chemical research; David E. Lilienthal (1920) who has held probably the most 
important governmental positions ever held by an Asbury/DePauw alumnus; Howard C. Peterson 
(1930), Joseph W. Barr (1939) and John McNaughton (1942) all of whom have been named to 
important administrative positions in Washington. Large number of DePauw graduates, 
including women, have served in the legislatures of Indiana and other states.

Since 1840, famous persons had been summoned to their college classes by the clock and 
bell of old West College; since 1881 they have been summoned by the successor to the 
original, the clock and bell of East College.


